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niversity of Iowa students came out in
full force Wednesday afternoon to hear
President Barack Obama discuss college
affordability and student debt.

“Helping more young people afford col-
lege should be at the forefront of Ameri-

ca’s agenda,” Obama said. “And it shouldn’t be a Republi-
can or Democratic issue. This is an American issue.”

Greeted by roughly 5,500 members of the UI commu-
nity in the Field House, Obama spoke for nearly 30 min-
utes about the pressing federal loan situation facing col-
lege students.

Legislation passed in 2007 to keep interest rates for
federal student loans at 3.4 percent is set to expire July
1.The interest rates on those loans will double to 6.8 per-
cent if Congress doesn’t act to extend the loan cut for at
least another year. The legislation only applies to federal
student loans, affecting 7.4 million students nationwide.

If Congress doesn’t act before July 1, the average stu-
dent will owe roughly $1,000 more on her or his loans for
each year Congress delays action.

“Now is not the time to double the interest rates on our
student loans,” Obama said. “Now is the time to double
down on starting investments that build a strong and
secure middle class.”

Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, introduced a bill Tuesday
that would freeze the federal loan interest rates for at
least one more year. Obama has been making several
stops across the country to advocate for the renewal.

But some local and statewide Republicans protested
Obama’s Wednesday visit.

“No amount of campaign speeches or lofty promises
can change the fact that President Obama has failed our

nation’s young people,” Iowa GOP Chairman A.J. Spiker
wrote in a news release. “Iowa students know their gen-
eration cannot afford four more years of massive debt
increases and joblessness …”

Mark Warner, the director of UI Student Financial
Aid, said students should be most cautious of the poten-
tial doubling of the interest rate.

“Students should always be concerned about the inter-
est rate because the higher it is the more, overall, the
student has to repay and the higher the monthly pay-
ments will be,” he said.

Federal student loans represented roughly 93 percent
of loans borrowed by UI students in 2010-11. Warner
said the average student debt for the graduating class of

Obama blasts loan situation
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kristen-east@uiowa.edu

Antoine Anderson wants
to be president one day.

The 8-year-old Coralville
resident may have to wait a
few years, but Antoine took
one step closer to achieving
his dream Wednesday
when he met President
Obama.

“I told him when he came
in [I wanted to be president
one day],” he said. “I was
really excited.”

Antoine attended
Obama’s address at the
University of Iowa Field
House Wednesday after-
noon with his former
teacher Julie Jessen, where
he waited several hours in
an enclosed room with
other students before meet-
ing the president. Antoine
had his picture taken with
Obama and received White
House candy and a book.

“He was pretty shy,”
Jessen said. “There was a
long line of people so it was
real quick. He did talk to
[Obama] though.”

Jessen, a teacher at Kirk-
wood Elementary School,
was Antoine’s kindergarten
teacher when he wrote a
letter to the president in
2010.

“I’ve been teaching for 17
years in Iowa City, and it’s
definitely one of the biggest
highlights of my career,”
Jessen said.

The teacher said Antoine
was motivated to write the
letter after Jessen saw
Obama speak at the Field
House that year.

“He was a little bent out
of shape that I was going to
see the president,” she said.
“He wanted to know what
he’d have to do to be presi-
dent.”

Antoine received a
response from the White
House in summer 2010.
Tasha Anderson said her
son, now in second grade,
received autographed pic-
tures of the Obama family
and their dog, Bo.

When Jessen heard
Obama would speak at the

Obama wows
local schoolboy

President Obama speaks at the Field House on Wednesday. Obama
talked about the economy and the high level of student debt in the
county, and he argued against a July 1 rate hike for interest on stu-
dent loans. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

SEE ANTOINE, 5A
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• Demonstrators outside the presi-
dent’s speech said Obama’s policies
are contributing to the country’s
deficit.

• See what the five UI students who
met with President Obama privately
before his speech had to say about
their exclusive roundtable.
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In January 2011, Zach
Wahls made a brief speech
to state legislators about
his two loving mothers in
support of gay marriage.
But for his book, My Two
Moms, released today,
Wahls had a little bit more
wiggle room.

“It’s essentially my
extended statement,” the
20-year-old and former
University of Iowa student
and Daily Iowan employee
said. “I only had three min-
utes when I gave my
speech to the Iowa House of
Representatives. This
allows me to tell my own
story on my own terms.”

And aside from being
known as a YouTube sensa-
tion — his testimony before
the Iowa House Judiciary
Committee last January
has generated more than 2
million hits on the website
— Wahls will now be the
first Iowa “Why Marriage
Matters” advocate to cam-
paign across the state for
gay marriage rights. The
campaign is a part of the
national campaign of the
same name.

Campaigns promoting
gay marriage rights are
spreading across the coun-
try.

“We do have marriage
equality for many people.
My fear is they think this
fight is over,” said Molly
Tafoya, communications
director for One Iowa. “We
know that that’s not true.
Our opposition is well fund-
ed and very vocal, they’re
committed to taking away
the gains we made in mar-
riage equality — that’s

exactly why we launched
this campaign.”

“Why Marriage Matters”
is a $10 million public edu-
cation effort that the organ-
ization Freedom to Marry
created in 2011 and helped
One Iowa implement in
January. Evan Wolfson,
president of Freedom to
Marry and author of the
book Why Marriage Mat-
ters said the campaign is
especially important for
Iowa, though its running
nationwide.

“Iowa got hijacked by all
kinds of political attacks,”
Wolfson said of the
response to the legalization
of gay marriage in Iowa in
2009. “In the rest of the
country — a nationwide
majority, freedom to marry
has grown. The goal One
Iowa has had is to have
enough conversations in
Iowa to help build the
majority support the same
way we’ve built the majori-
ty support in the rest of the
country.”

For now Wahls said he
will put his school plans on
hold to continue to fight for
gay rights while the topic is
hot. Partnering with One
Iowa, Wahls will spearhead
a “Why Marriage Matters
Iowa” speaking tour in
August.

Wahls said he wrote the
book to provide a voice for
kids like him.

“It is not uncommon for
kids like me like me to be
referred to as child-abuse
victims by the other side,
and that’s not OK,” Wahls
said.

Tafoya said the tour will
focus heavily on speaking
engagements within Iowa
communities, nonprofit
groups, businesses and
churches, and working with
college campuses and stu-
dents.

She said they want to
make LGBT about family
— not politics.

David Kilmnick, execu-
tive director of CenterLink,
a national association of
GLBT community centers,
said Iowa’s campaign with
Wahls as a public figure
will be crucial to educating
the masses about what this
issue is really about.

“I think what most folks
have seen is that the world
hasn’t crumbled,” he said.
“In fact, we’re better off as a
society focusing our atten-
tion on what we have in
common among us all —
we’re all U.S. citizens —
and this issue is about love,
it’s not about hate.”

Wahls said his moms are
both very proud of his
LGBT efforts and happy
with the finished product of
his memoir.

“My mom, Terry, joked
she would’ve been just as
happy with me to still be
having dinner with them
once a week,” he said. “But
they said to have a passion-
ate defense of our family
and our commitment is
really something special.”

Iowa is one of
six states where
gay marriage is
legal.

Wahls débuts book

By DEREK KELLISON
derek.kellison@gmail.com

Physicians across the
globe were saying “open
wide” for Oral, Head, and
Neck Cancer Awareness
Week this week.

The event is an effort to
raise awareness of the prob-
ability of cancer through
free screenings, walk-a-
thons, banquets, and
research conferences.

Locally and nationwide,
the general public and
health officials are doing
more to get tested.

This year 320 events were
sponsored throughout the
world in such places as Abu
Dhabi, Cairo, and Iowa City
— where University of Iowa
Hospitals and Clinics volun-
teers set up a screening sta-
tion for 55 Iowa City resi-
dents.

“We’re trying to raise
awareness of the conse-
quences of smoking and
general awareness of can-
cer,” said Kristi Chang, a
UIHC head and neck oncol-
ogist.

UIHC has been leading
the event for the past 10
years, providing half-day
screenings to the Iowa City
community.

At UIHC, about two to
four people per year at the
free screenings are identi-
fied with some level of con-
cern for oral, head, or neck
cancer. A majority of those
screened are referred to
their primary care doctors
for a follow up. Chang said
most patients have legiti-
mate concerns that may or
may not turn out to be cancer.

A screening is like a basic
physical, where a doctor
checks for abnormalities in
the head and neck area.
Physicians look for a num-
ber of signs of cancer such as
sores, lesions, lumps, and
difficulty swallowing. A
majority of patients at the
screenings are between ages
60 and 70.Yet UIHC doctors
see a wide age range, from
30 to 80 years.

Rodrigo Bayon, a UIHC
doctor, said despite the low
numbers of high-risk results
at free screenings, physi-
cians often provide direction
for better care.

“Often times we don’t see
patients until they’ve been
through the frontline of den-
tists and oral surgeons,” he
said. “We’re directing this
screening at people who
don’t realize they have
symptoms.”

Bayon said if the symp-
toms are ignored they may
develop into a dangerous
tumor.

“People often have cold
sores or ulcers that don’t go
away, and they don’t realize
that if left alone, this may
turn into cancer,” Bayon
said.

According to statistics, 85
percent of oral, head, and
neck cancers are linked to
tobacco use.

And although tonsil and
tongue cancers are some of
the least common cancers
seen by physicians, Bayon
said they are becoming
more common in patients
who do not smoke or drink.

People with no risk fac-
tors are reporting cancer
symptoms more frequently.
Bayon said this may be
caused by the Human
Pavalova Virus — another
target of the screenings.
According to statistics, HPV
may be linked to over half of
tonsil cancers.

Yet the organization has
seen an increase of patients
in past years. Only 7,000
patients signed up for free
screenings in 2010, com-
pared with 12,000 screened
globally last year. Of those
patients screened, more
than 300 were referred due
to suspected symptoms —
and over 2,000 lives were
possibly saved.

The medical association
contributes this increase to
better publicity.

“Patients are very recep-
tive,” said John Hellstein,
oral pathologist and head of
the American Dental Associ-
ation Council on Scientific
Affairs Board.“They want to
know that we’re giving them
a full and thorough exam
and getting all the informa-
tion we can.”

Last year, free
screenings
helped diagnose
2,000 people
with oral, head,
or neck cancer.

Event focuses on cancer

Former UI student Zach Wahls
received an award for his work
for LGBT rights on Sunday. Wahls
is known for his speech about
being raised by two mothers; his
new book will come out today.
(The Daily Iowan/Chastity
Dillard)

Doctors Bob Eppsteiner (left) and John Hellstein check Ron Mavrias
on Wednesday. Free screenings were offered by UIHC Wednesday for
Oral, Head, and Neck Cancer Awareness Week. (The Daily
Iowan/Chastity Dillard)
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‘Now is not the time to double the interest rates on our student
loans. Now is the time to double down on starting investments

that build a strong and secure middle class.’
- President Obama said Wednesday

President Obama speaks at the Field House on Wednesday. Obama talked about the high level of student debt in the county and advocated a hold on a planned July 1 rate hike for interest on student loans. (The
Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Clockwise from left bottom: The crowd at the Field House greets President Obama and takes photos on
Wednesday. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)  President Obama waves goodbye while boarding Air Force One
at the Eastern Iowa Airport in Cedar Rapids on Wednesday. (The Daily Iowan/Ian Servin) President Obama
walks into the Field House to give a speech on the economy, higher education, and student debt on
Wednesday. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley) Protesters wait for President Obama’s arrival across the
street from the Field House on Wednesday. (The Daily Iowan/Ya-Chen Chen)

President Obama greets people after speaking at the Field House on Wednesday. This was Obama’s second visit to eastern Iowa in 2012. He visited Cedar Rapids in January. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)
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While thousands of
President Barack
Obama’s supporters
waited hours to hear the
president speak, a hand-
ful of conservatives
stood across from the
University of Iowa Field
House holding anti-
Obama signs.

Many protesters spoke
out against Obama’s eco-
nomic policies, as well as
the national deficit, the
job market, and student
loans.

Obama visited the UI
Wednesday to advocate
the renewal of current
federal interest rates on
student loans.

Peter Larson, UI sen-
ior and member of the
UI College Republicans,
said his biggest issue
with the president’s
policies include the ris-
ing deficit.

“I feel that more stu-
dents at the University
of Iowa need to be edu-
cated about the dangers
this president possesses
if he’s elected for anoth-
er term,” he said. “So I
feel like it’s my duty to
come here and express
my distaste for him.”

The roughly 30-per-
son crowd consisted
mostly of UI students.

Yet members of sur-
rounding communities
were also present.

For Rose Kendall, a
74-year old Burlington
resident, this was the
second time she protest-
ed the president’s
appearance.

“We’re running out of
money, so he can’t keep
giving away money,”
Kendall said. “He’s
throwing older people
under the bus. He’s
teaching all these young
people here that all
they’ve got to do is sit
back and let it be hand-
ed to them.”

Kendall also cited her
disagreement with gov-
ernment subsidized stu-
dent loans, stressing the
importance of being
more self-supporting.

“My friend went to
school and worked her
way through school … She
didn’t get handouts from
any government, and she
did just fine,”she said.

Among the older pro-
testers included 62-year-
old Rick David from
North Liberty, who said
the upcoming election
was the most important
of his lifetime.

“It’s basically a choice
between a society of
dependence and bondage
versus prosperity and
freedom,” David said.

Groups rally
against Obama

2011 was $25,446, not far
off from the national stu-
dent debt average of
$25,000.

UI junior Saira Jaramil-
lo, who attended the presi-
dent’s address, said she
comes from a low-income,
single-parent family, and
student debt is a major
concern of hers.

“I’m really in support of
[Obama’s] ideas,” she said.
“Having him here to
explain it was great. A lot
of people don’t give him
credit for what he’s doing.”

Warner said students
and parents should only
borrow what is “absolutely
needed.”

“ ‘Choice’ borrowing may
have repercussions down
the road,” he said. “If the
student has borrowed
when not absolutely neces-
sary, their debt may affect
the type of job they choose
after graduation, where

they look for and find a job,
and too much debt may
delay graduate or profes-
sional school plans.”

UI sophomore Tricia
Schneider said the presi-
dent’s UI visit made her
more knowledgeable about
loans she’ll one day have to
pay back.

“I didn’t know a lot, but I
definitely saw it from a lib-
eral standpoint,” she said.
“I’ll have to repay [my debt]
off some day, and it’s going
to be more debt than I want
it to be.”

Schneider is not alone.
Rich Williams, the higher-
education advocate for U.S.
PIRG, said many students
aren’t as knowledgeable
about their loans as they
should be.

Williams said students
should turn to officials in
their university’s financial-
aid office to be more
informed.

“They are the financia-
aid experts, so they can def-
initely help educate and
provide students with more
affordable options and just
be a real good resource,” he
said.

OBAMA 
CONTINUED FROM 1A

By ASMAA ELKEURTI
asmaa-elkeurti@uiowa.edu

For UI senior Marissa Boles, that she spoke
with President Obama had yet to sink in even
hours after the meeting.

“I still don’t believe it,” she said later
Tuesday evening. “Let’s just say that.”

And Boles said the meeting was relaxing.
“I’m a pretty anxious person, and I’ve hon-

estly been more anxious doing some presenta-
tions in college than I was talking to him,” she
said. “He walked into the room and he was like,
‘Why is it so quiet in here, everybody?’ ”

Boles said the meeting was “surreal” —
she has been an Obama supporter since his
campaign for the presidency in 2008.

“It’s like when you go on vacation, you see
a place that looks really cool, and it looks
more like that place than you imagined it
would,” she said. “It’s like when you run into
a football player in class.”

Boles said she was also surprised by how
thin and tall the president was in person rel-
ative to what he looked like on TV.

And even more so, Boles said, she was
impressed by his character.

“The genuine guy you see on TV actually
exists within him,” she said. “What you see in the
candidacy is what you get when you meet him.”

Blake Anderson didn’t expect meeting the
president to be so casual.

Anderson, who later introduced the presi-
dent before his address at the Field House,
admitted he was star-struck when Obama
first entered their meeting room.

“We were sitting around the table, and I
had my back to the door and everyone went
quiet, and I saw everybody’s faces,” the UI
junior said. “Their faces went ghost white,

and I turned around and the president is lit-
erally right there, sticking out his hand, intro-
ducing himself.”

And he said the president quickly calmed
the situation.

“I was star-struck, but literally after a
minute or two of just the way he was inter-
acting with us and his calm demeanor every-
thing was so relaxed,” the junior said.

Anderson said he left with a new perspec-
tive on the president.

“I have a tremendous amount of respect
for him and the responsibility he holds,” he
said. “For him to take the time and sit down
with five college students to talk about stu-
dent loans is pretty special.”

UI sophomore Jordan Garrison-Nickerson
said he was surprised by how laid-back the
president of the United States was during
their meeting.

“We get a notice that he has just walked
into the building, so we get all nervous,”
Garrison-Nickerson said. “So it’s all quiet,
and President Obama strolls into the IMU and
is like, ‘Hey, why is it so quiet in here?’ He
was a really nice, really down-to-earth guy.
He made it really, really relaxed — he even
cracked a few jokes.”

Garrison-Nickerson said he found Obama’s
voice was distinct in person.

“You obviously know that President
Obama is a great speaker. There’s something
about his voice. It wasn’t necessarily his
looks that got me, but it was his voice,” he
said. “There’s almost a rhythm of confidence,
but also a ‘Hey, I’m a nice guy, let’s share a
message together.’ ”

And, Garrison-Nickerson said, the conver-
sation was casual even though they talked
about a pressing issue.

“We were talking about a serious topic
with student loans and Stafford Loans and
how important that is for the future, but
despite the importance of the topic, he made
it informal,” he said.

UI sophomore Martin Lopez said meeting
Obama made him realize the president is just
“a normal human being.”

“It was kind of surreal. I didn’t believe it at
first. I thought it was a joke to begin with,”
Lopez said. “I was shocked when I first saw
him.”

Yet, he said, Obama helped ease his initial
anxiety.

“He was in a really relaxed mood. He made
the environment very relaxed and calm,”
Lopez said. “My nervousness just went away.”

Lopez said he was able to see a more per-
sonal perspective of the president.

“I got to see an informal side of him. I
understand he’s president and all, and there’s
so much behind it, so much stress and
responsibility, but I just saw that he was hav-
ing a good time,” Lopez said. 

The sophomore said he was able to relate
to the president.

“You know that’s the president, but he
makes it seem like no big deal,” Lopez said.
“He’s like, ‘I’m a person, too. I’m here and I’ve
gone through the same things that you have.’ ”

Myranda Burnett will soon have not only her
own debt to think about but that of her fiancé
as well.

And that was something Obama said he
could relate to.

“He related the story I told him with his and
Michelle’s debt, as well,” the UI junior said.
“After we were done taking the picture, he
was telling us goodbye, and he told me I’ll
make a beautiful bride.”

And she said the compliment was one she
felt honored to have.

“It was really kind of exciting, because,
past his daughters, how many people is he
going to tell that to?” she said.

Burnett said the president was instantly
aware of her situation.

“When he first came and we introduced
ourselves, he was like, ‘Myranda, you’re the
one getting engaged,’” she said. “He congrat-
ulated me.”

Students meet Obama

UI again, she immediately
contacted Iowa Democrat
Chairwoman Sue Dvorsky
to coordinate a meeting
between Antoine and
Obama.

Once the meeting was
arranged, Tasha Anderson,
33, decided to keep it a sur-
prise from her son until the
night before. She surprised
him by bringing home

clothes for him to wear.
Anderson was unable to
accompany her son to the
event because of work, but
she was happy that her son
had the rare opportunity to
meet Obama.

“I was very excited for
him, and he was so excited,”
she said. “It’s rare that you
can have opportunities to
get this close to the presi-
dent this young. It means a
lot to me.”

And as for Antoine, he
said he plans on writing
Obama another letter very
soon.

ANTOINE 
CONTINUED FROM 1A

Five University of Iowa students had the opportunity to sit down with President Obama to discuss 
federal student loans before his address at the Field House on Wednesday afternoon. The students
spoke to The Daily Iowan about their experiences. 

Marissa Boles
UI senior 

Blake Anderson
UI junior 

Jordan Garrison-Knickerson
UI sophomore 

Martin Lopez
UI sophomore 

Myranda Burnett
UI junior

             



Holding that “no mat-
ter what one makes of
assoc iat ional  r ights,
friendship cannot have
greater  s tatus  than
political speech,” the 7th
U.S. Circui t  Court  o f
Appeals ruled last week
that an Illinois village
employee did not have a
First Amendment right
to her job.

Kimberly  Benedix
sued the  Vi l lage  o f
Hanover Park in 2011
after  a  newly  e lected
Board of Trustees fired
the village manager and
abol ished Benedix ’s
executive-coordinator
pos i t ion . Benedix
claimed the village abol-
ished her position solely
because of her friend-
ship  with  the  v i l lage

manager and that she
enjoyed a First Amend-
ment right of associa-
tion to that friendship.

An Illinois federal dis-
tr i c t  court  re jected
Benedix ’s argument ,
hold ing  that  the  v i l -
lage’s action was pro-
tected  by  leg is lat ive
immunity.

On appeal , a three-
judge panel of the 7th
Circuit held that legisla-
tive immunity did not
protect the village but
that Benedix could not
success ful ly  assert  a
First Amendment claim.

“It is common to hold
a person’s associations
against him,” the court
said. “Policymaking offi-
cials … need an immedi-
ate  staf f  o f  dedicated

aides if they are to do
their jobs — and if the
results of elections are
to be translated into pol-
icy.”

“[I]t is an important
part of the new office-
holder ’s  own r ight  o f
association to be able to
choose  who to  work
with, the better to pro-
mote his ideas and poli-
cies,” the court contin-
ued. “Benedix has not
cited, and we could not
find, any appellate deci-
sion holding that friend-
ship is a Constitutional-
ly impermissible basis of
hiring or firing public
employees.”

While the court recog-
nized that a friendship
— by itself — might in
some circumstances be

insufficient grounds for
terminat ing  a  publ ic
employee, it concluded it
did not need to define
those circumstances in
this case. Benedix, the
court  sa id , c lear ly
enjoyed a “confidential”
position within a policy-
maker’s office and thus
was subject to changing
political winds.

“An executive coordi-
nator  who reports
directly to, and works
closely with, a policy-
maker such as the vil-
lage manager,” the court
said, “is properly classi-
fied as a ‘confidential’
employee who may be
hired  and f i red  on
account of politics — or
friendship.”

DDoouuggllaass EE.. LLeeee
First Amendment Center

Court upholds friendship firing

In this fast-paced
Iowa City life of
waking up hungover
all the time, one’s
schedule can fill up
quickly. Hitting the
snooze button can
take up to four
hours, and then
there’s that whole
eating thing, and
before you know it,
CVS is closed, and
you have to go anoth-
er day without soap.

That’s why it’s so
hard not to support
Walmart. Need a
Mohawk? A ski
mask? A Playskool
basketball hoop? Eye
surgery? Some cab-
bage? Go to Walmart,
and you’re out of
there in 10 minutes.

Luckily for us, we
don’t need to feel
guilty when buying
our cabbage from
Walmart instead of
your family farmer,
because chances are,
Walmart already
bought cabbage from
that farmer and dis-
played it next to the
kiwis. So, thanks to
Walmart, organic liv-
ing is now cheap and
accessible for every-
one.

Go ahead, hippies.
Thank Walmart. It
supports healthy liv-
ing and keeping
organic farmers in
the fields. Thank it.

Walmart’s even
doing it better than
Whole Foods. Corby
Kummer of The
Atlantic led a blind
taste using various
fresh produce, and
Walmart came out on
top. Many of the
ingredients came
from the same local
growers, yet
Walmart’s were
fresher — and, of
course, far less cost-
ly. For the same
shopping list,
Krummer paid Whole
Foods $175 and
Walmart $126.

And no, Walmart
didn’t hold a rifle to
the farmer’s head,
sign a contract, rape
his women, and pass
the savings onto you.
The savings come
from Walmart’s supe-
rior logistics. Much
of any price tag
comes from trans-
portation and inven-
tory costs.

According to the
jokers over at
Washington State
University, the cost
of carrying inventory
typically accounts for
20 to 25 percent of
the final sale value.
Whole Foods can’t
compete there. And
then you have to fig-
ure Whole Food’s
overhead is through
the roof, considering
it usually sets up
shop in high-end hip-
pie districts.

Walmart’s aim is to
restore the small,
healthy, sustainable
farms that got
screwed over by the
huge, poisonous,
industrial ones that

came about over the
past few decades.
And that’s great.

But what I’m won-
dering is, why not
apply that concept
throughout the
Supercenter? What,
we have this huge
manufacturing crisis
in the United States?
What if, instead of
shipping everything
from halfway around
the world, the Iowa
City Walmart part-
nered up with the
woodsmiths in
Amana to make sim-
ple wooden furniture
en masse.

One of Walmart’s
sustainability goals
is to be supplied 100
percent by renewable
energy. Here’s an
idea: How about you
stop shipping every-
thing from Singapore
and have some
Mennonites drop off
your furniture?
Horse-and-buggies
have like, no C02
omissions.

But, but, but —
isn’t Walmart going
to do the predatory
pricing thing and
drive out even more
businesses? Only the
stupid, out-of-date
ones. Look, if you’re
an entrepreneur with
any business sense,
you’re not going to
open up a shop sell-
ing cheap socks.
Walmart will beat
you, because
Walmart is better
than you. Sorry to all
the Mom ’n’ Pop HD
TV store owners out
there, but that busi-
ness is a dumb idea.
Think of something
better that Walmart
can’t do. Take a page
out of Walmart’s
book and innovate,
for Jobs’ sake.

And if you happen
to innovate and cre-
ate something great,
yet tangible, I’d sug-
gest not wasting
your resources on a
storefront to sell it.
Instead, I’d suggest
expanding your man-
ufacturing facilities
and leave selling to
your local Walmart
and anyone dumb
enough to compete
with it.

Walmart has the
Local Supplier pro-
gram. Try that.
There’s an extensive
questionnaire, proba-
bly to feed data to its
new Packaging
Scorecard. If you
don’t know what the
Packaging Scorecard
is about, it rewards
cheap and innovative
products that have
positive effects on
the environment and
local communities.

Thank Walmart,
hippies. Thank it
good. While you’ve
been dropping acid
at coffee shops or
whatever, Walmart’s
been making moves.
And when that cor-
porate behemoth
makes a move, the
Earth shakes. It’s
shaking so hard
right now it’s waking
everyone up and
making those of us
in Iowa City realize
that, once again,
we’re really, really
hungover.

College was a luxury fifty years ago. Back then,
you could still graduate from high school and get
a good paying job that would guarantee you a
place in the middle class. Those days are gone.

A postsecondary education is the ticket to eco-
nomic success in America. We know that the jobs
of the future will all require some kind of educa-
tion or training after high school.

And while it’s never been more important to
have a degree, a certificate or an industry recog-
nized credential — it’s also never been more
expensive.

Since 1995, college costs across the country
have risen almost five times faster than median
household income. As a result, students and their
families are taking on more and more debt. Bor-
rowing to pay for college used to be the excep-
tion; now it’s the rule.

Next month, millions of America’s newest col-
lege graduates will leave school to enter the job
market. As they do, a new challenge awaits many
of them: how to pay back the student debt they’ve
accumulated over the last four years.

Two-thirds of students are borrowing to get
their degree, and they’re graduating with more
than $26,000 in debt. In an economy still recov-
ering from the worst downturn since the Great
Depression, paying off a sum that large can be a
daunting.

To make matters worse, a policy change is com-
ing that will  make getting out of debt more
expensive for more than 7 million young Ameri-
cans: without Congressional action, the interest
rate on subsidized Stafford Loans is set to double
from 3.4 percent to 6.8 percent starting July 1.

Based on the average loan amount, doubling
the subsidized Stafford loan interest rate will
add more than $1,000 in total costs. For stu-
dents who borrow heavily to go to college, it could
cost even more. Only Congress can keep these
interest rates from doubling.

This week, President Obama traveled to uni-
versities across the country to call on Congress
to do its part to keep college affordable by stop-
ping student loan interest rates from doubling

this July. With so many students struggling to
both make ends meet and afford the skyrocketing
price of a college degree, now is not the right
time to heap more costs on top of them.

As we work to get the economy back on track,
no one is suggesting it would be a good idea to
double interest rates on credit cards or home
mortgages. Why then do some believe it’s a good
idea to double interest rates for students?

We all have a role to play – the president, Con-
gress, parents, students and schools — in making
college affordable and keeping the middle class
dream alive. Our administration is continuing to
do its part: despite being in one of the most chal-
lenging budget environments in history and cut-
ting almost all-domestic spending across the
board, the president is increasing the investment
in higher education.

The Obama administration is providing bil-
lions of dollars a year in aid to needy students
through Pell Grants and helping students to bet-
ter manage their debt after graduation with pro-
grams like income-based repayment and public
service loan forgiveness. The president is also
proposing a number of initiatives that would con-
tinue to make college more affordable, including
doubling the number of work-study jobs within
five years, making the American Opportunity
Tax Credit permanent, and providing new incen-
tives for states and institutions to keep college
costs from escalating.

President Obama cannot — and should not —
do this work alone. In 2007, a bipartisan majori-
ty in a Democrat-controlled Congress and a
Republican president came together to lower
interest rates on these loans because it was the
right thing to do. This is not about politics. It’s
about doing right for America’s students — and
for our nation’s economy.

AArrnnee DDuunnccaann
U.S. Secretary of Education
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CHRIS STEINKE
christopher-steinke@uiowa.edu

Down with coal
The Beehive Design

Collective opened my eyes to
the true cost of coal at Old
Brick on April 18. Never
before did I pay any mind to
the correlations between our
everyday lives and the exter-
nalized costs of coal. What
an awful legacy of
Americans’ deprivation
behind the evolution of our
nation: It’s as if businessmen
are developing our country
and economy without regard

to the commons of our plan-
et or public health. The con-
nections are plenty between
the government and indus-
try, but we the people share
this world, too.

Compared with proven
innovations in sustainable
development, coal is need-
lessly on life support — and
we are paying the bill. It’s
time to reinvest in our peo-
ple and let our people invest
in the future. The most con-
venient place to start is here

in our towns, in our state, at
our institutions of higher
education.

UI, and other public uni-
versities alike, should stand
up with us and stop prolong-
ing the coal industry’s
wreckage of our communi-
ties.

To Iowa’s regent university
Presidents Sally Mason,
Steven Leath, and Benjamin
Allen: Please stand with our
people’s dream now, and
make proactive commitments

to move our campuses
beyond coal in this decade.

And to Iowa’s Board of
Regents and Gov. Terry
Branstad: please support and
encourage our universities’
progress toward a safer,
healthier, more sustainable,
and just future without the
countless disparities associ-
ated with coal.

For our grandchildren and
theirs: thank you.

Zach Carter
UI mechanical engineering undergrad

All hail
WalmartKeep student-loan interest rates low
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Mackenzie Sheehy likes
to throw off her audience.

It would be normal for
her standup show to
include breaking out
singing the Ashanti song
“Foolish,” while playing
background music on her
1998 keyboard and hold-
ing her pink martini glass
that says “B****” on the
front.

“The laughs come in
waves, and people didn’t
know if they should laugh
or not,” Sheehy said. “I try
to make [the audience]
uncomfortable.”

The University of Iowa
sophomore went into the
comedy business a few
months ago, and she has
performed standup at five
shows around the Iowa
City area.

The aspiring comedian
thought she would try it
out because she had a lot
of jokes up her sleeve.

“I was so nervous,” Shee-
hy said. “I just wanted peo-
ple to laugh, but the most
awful and rewarding thing
ever was hearing everyone
laugh at my first joke.”

Since then, she said, she
has been getting a great
response, which isn’t
something typical for
beginning comedians.

The English major
remembers one instance in
which guys wearing snap-
back hats were mocking
her entire set.

“They were basically
being really loud and
obnoxious,” Sheehy said.
“So I started turning on
the eighth-graders and
pretty much did the whole
‘Hey, isn’t it past your bed-
time?’ thing, and they
stopped.”

While Sheehy’s comedy
skit changes depending on
the show, there are several
jokes that show up in
almost all of her perform-
ances.

Being lady-like is not
something Sheehy is wor-
ried with while on
stage,and audience mem-
bers shouldn’t be surprised
if they hear jokes about
poop and farts coming out
of her teenage girl mouth.

“I think woman comedi-
ans are coming to the fore-
front with Tina Fey,
Kristin Wiig, and Amy
Poehler,” Sheehy said. “But
I still think there is that
stigma that girls can’t be
gross and funny, and being
able to do that is really
rewarding. I feel like I’m
doing something not only
for comedy but for girls,
too.”

Aside from looking up to
some of the well-known
comedians, Sheehy said
she bounces off a lot of her
inspiration from her
“hilarious” group of friends
and doesn’t know if she
would have done her first
show without their encour-
agement.

UI sophomore Lev Can-
toral, a friend of Sheehy’s,
has also performed
standup with her at an art
show/concert at Public
Space One.

“Not only are her jokes
smart, but she also take
command of the stage,”
Cantoral said. “What
[Sheehy] does really well,
and I think one of the keys
too really good standup is
how to make petty swipes
at those people in the
world who just make you
want to kill yourself, but in
a way that somehow seems
productive and intelli-
gent.”

UI sophomore Robert
Flanagan also performed
with Sheehy and Cantoral

at Public Space One. He
said that the power of
Sheehy’s comedy caused
him to have “brain
quakes.”

“[Sheehy] will go as far
as her wit will carry her,

and that wit is a valiant
steed full of courage and
huge, undulating smiles,”
Flanagan said.

For right now, the Iowa
native is focusing on book-
ing more shows, but when
she graduates from the
university, she would love

to move to LA or New York
to be a comedian.

“I think people who can
make you laugh is the best
thing,” Sheehy said. “If I
can do for people what [my
inspirations] did for me,
then I really think I’ve
given something back.”

Mackenzie
Sheehy, a sopho-
more at the UI, is
shaping her
college experience
with the help of
standup comedy.

Standing up for laughter
Sp  tlight Iowa City

Iowa sophmore Mackenzie Sheehy is a local standup comedian who
performs around Iowa City. Sheehy hopes to work as a comedian in LA
or New York after graduation. (The Daily Iowan/Ian Servin)

Kenyon to be City
of Literature
interim director 

John Kenyon was named as
the Iowa City UNESCO City of
Literature interim executive
director Wednesday, according
to a press release. He is sched-
uled to take the position May 14.

Kenyon will replace former
executive director Jeanette
Pilak, who resigned earlier this
month. During Kenyon’s six-
month interim term, the organi-
zation’s board of directors will
search for a new candidate. 

Susan Craig, the director of
the Iowa City Public Library,
said in the press release that

Kenyon will be qualified to con-
tinue the success of the City of
Literature organization.

Kenyon’s duties will include
overseeing the operations of
the City of Literature’s nonprof-
it organizations, programming,
outreach, and fundraising.

Kenyon is a Des Moines
native and University of Iowa
graduate. He is the editor and
director of media operations for
the Corridor Business Journal
and an executive committee
board member for the City of
Literature organization. 

In November 2008, Iowa City
was designated the first City of
Literature in the U.S. and third
in the world.

—— bbyy DDeerreekk KKeelllliissoonn

Downtown group
changes name

A local downtown organization
has a new name.

The Downtown Iowa City Self-
Supported Municipal
Improvement District has
changed its name to the Iowa City
Downtown District, according to a
release from the Downtown
Association.  The Board of
Directors voted for the name
change at their meeting

Wednesday night and sought
input from local business mem-
bers and property owners.

The nonprofit organization is
supported by property taxes
assessed to those in the
Downtown Iowa City and North
Side Marketplace, including con-
tributions from the University of
Iowa.

The release said the legal
name for the organization will
remain Self-Supported Municipal
Improvement District.

—— bbyy AAlliissoonn SSuulllliivvaann

Mackenzie Sheehy
• Age: 19
• Hometown: Cedar Rapids
• Favorite Band: The
Handsome Furs
• Childhood
Accomplishment: I won my
first-grade spelling bee; the
prize was a book lamp
• Accidentally Ate: A book-
mark
• Fun Fact: I can’t burp

Know someone we should shine a light
on? E-mail us at :
di-spotlight@uiowa.edu.
Catch up with others from our series at
dailyiowan.com/spotlight.
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UITV schedule

• Dance Marathon Blood
Drive, 7 a.m., UIHC DeGowin
Blood Center

• Clothesline Project, 10 a.m.,
Pentacrest

• Merle Volding Business
Plan Competition , 10 a.m.-2
p.m., Pappajohn Entrepreneurial
Center

• Senior Tech Zone, 10:30
a.m., Iowa City Public Library, 123
S. Linn

• Spanish Conversation
Group, 12:15 p.m., Iowa City Pub-
lic Library

• Organic Seminar, “Poly-
mers that heal themselves,”
Katie Peterson, Chemistry,
12:30 p.m., W228 Chemistry Build-
ing

• Joint Astrophysics/Space
Physics Seminar, “ELVA Survey
of Giant Molecular Clouds and
Massive Star Formation Sites
in the Galactic Center,” Natalie
Butterfield, Physics/Astrono-
my, 2 p.m., 309 Van Allen

• Teen Tech Zone, 3 p.m., Iowa
City Public Library

• Research Tea with Margoy
Weiss, Wesleyan University, 3
p.m., 106 Bowman House

• Lecture by Barbara Wein-
stein, New York University, 3:30
p.m., 1117 University Capitol Cen-
ter

• South Asian Studies Pro-
gram Research Presentation,

“Compartive Methods, Cogni-
tive Processes, and the Study of
Religious Experiences in South
Asian Contexts,” Travis
Chilcott, Iowa State, 4 p.m., 315
Phillips Hall

• Art | Iowa, Inspired by
Landscape, Gallery Talk with
Iowa artist Barbara Fedeler,
6:30 p.m., Old Capitol Museum
Hanson Family Humanities
Gallery

• In Darkness, 6:30 p.m., Bijou
• “Live from Prairie Lights,”

Catherine Theis and Rebecca
Leman, poetry, 7 p.m., Prairie
Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

• Country Dance and Lesson,
7 p.m., Eagles Lodge, 225 Highway
1 W.

• Grace Potter & the Noctur-
nals, 8 p.m., IMU Main Lounge

• Romeo and Juliet, 8 p.m.,
Englert, 221 E. Washington

• Wet Hair, 9 p.m., Mill, 120 E.
Burlington

• Knights of the Turntable,
9:30 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn

• This Is Not A Film, 9:30 p.m.,
Bijou 

• Campus Activities Board
Movie, The Artist, 10 p.m., 348
IMU

• RiverFest & Campus Activi-
ties Board Comedy, Josh
Gondelman, 10 p.m., IMU River
Terrace

Campus channel 4, 
cable channel 17

Daily Break “ ”
Behind every successful man stands a surprised mother-in-law.

— Voltaire

6 p.m. Iowa City Creators, Stu-
dent Video Productions feature
on creative people in Iowa City
(2011) 
6:30 Incompetent Sports Talk,
student sports analysts review
the week in sports, Student Video
Productions
7 Java Blend, Fire Sale perform-
ance, March 2
8 Java Blend, encore performance
by Alexis Stevens, March 5, 2010
9 Java Blend Encore, music
videos from the Java House

9:30 Daily Iowan Television News
9:45 Student Information,
lifestyle, support, and activities
for students
10 Incompetent Sports Talk, stu-
dent sports analysts review the
week in sports, Student Video
Productions 
10:30 Daily Iowan Television
News
10:45 Java Blend Encore, music
videos from the Java House 
11 Java Blend, Fire Sale perform-
ance, March 2

The Daily Iowan
www.dailyiowan.com
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Outside Iowa
City

• Gas stations don’t sell
Ping-Pong balls or the
newest Call of Duty.

• The calendar is com-
pletely different: 12 months
instead of 9, weekends start

Friday night instead of
Thursday, and I have to

stake out houses for at least
two weeks before I know

when the occupants will be
gone.

• Way fewer women seen
wearing their sexiest/skimp-
iest dresses while carrying
their heels at 7 a.m. on Sat-

urday.

• If you’re different in
Iowa City, you can rest

assured that many will still
greet you with open arms; if

you’re different outside
Iowa City, you should

always keep one eye open
for those that will greet you

with closed fists.

• Houses have driveways
that you can park in and

yards big enough to support
more than one game of bags.

• Plasma Centers aren’t
somewhere you want to

hang out, but liquor stores
are still always across the

street.

• There are these small-
scale humans who whine a

lot and are only good for
getting you another beer.

• You can do your laundry
without quarters and the
fear of having your nicest
panties — er — favorite

hoodie stolen.

• You have to drive to and
from bars. How counterintu-

itive is that?  

• No mass-transit system
means having to save ALL

your embarrassing personal
stories for the elevator.

• Paula is a woman’s
name.

— Nathan Wulf will miss the two-hour
wait on wing Wednesdays.

HUNGRY?
Check out the Daily Iowan Dining Guide

only at dailyiowan.com

MAN ON THE STREET
What do you think of the relationship
between UI students and the Iowa City
community?

‘I think students want to
not think about class, so
they get involved in activi-
ties in the community.’

Joe Likowitz
UI senior

‘I think that they are both

service-oriented.’

Justin Miglior
UI junior

‘I don’t see a connection.’ 

Meredith
Zimmerman
UI freshman

‘I think the students are
trying to create more ties.’

Amanda Adams
UI junior

ARIES March 21-April 19 Curb your response. You don’t want to come across as unpredictable or difficult to deal
with. Emotions will be hard to control, and it’s important that you lead with charm, grace and good intentions
if you want others to respond favorably.

TAURUS April 20-May 20 Do something nice for someone you love, and you will get something nice in return.
Sharing, caring, and participating will lead to a host of new opportunities and friendships. Aggressive pursuits
will pay off and show your leadership ability.

GEMINI May 21-June 20 Do something that will lift your spirits or build your confidence. A personal change to your
image or the way you do things will draw positive attention. Avoid emotional situations that can lead to unfound-
ed guilt and unnecessary handouts.

CANCER June 21-July 22 You’ll find it hard to keep the peace. Don’t let someone’s lack of tact pull you into an
argument. Take the high road, and focus on creative projects that will enhance the way people view you and
what you have to offer.

LEO July 23-Aug. 22  Make changes that enhance your position. You can do things your way if you can prove you
have a better strategy in place. Your input will be met with opposition, but if you use a little Leo charm, you
will win the battle.

VIRGO Aug. 23-Sept. 22 You have the knowledge and expertise to turn any situation in your favor. Get busy mak-
ing things happen instead of just thinking about it. Call in favors from people you have worked with in the past
— something interesting will develop.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 22 You’ll have plenty to think about and discuss when it comes to personal or professional
partnerships. Iron out any problems before you move forward or spend money that can add to your stress.
Love is in the stars.

SCORPIO Oct. 23-Nov. 21 Invest in a plan that allows you to use your skills and knowledge strategically. Networking
will lead to an opportunity to expand something you are already interested in pursuing. Don’t let someone’s
jealousy stand between you and your goals.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Put more time and effort into your home, family, and most of all your love life. It’s
important that you are on the same page when it comes to personal changes that can alter your lifestyle.
Compromise will satisfy everyone involved.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 19 You can learn from someone else’s mistake. An investment, residential move or
expansion of personal interests will play a positive role in your future plans. Expect someone from your past
to have an influence on the choices you make.

AQUARIUS Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Discuss your plans for the future, and make lifestyle changes that are conducive to
greater security and stabilization. It’s up to you to call the shots and make the adjustments required to reach
your goals.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20 Let experience help you make better personal choices. Avoid getting into a no-win situ-
ation that ends in a loss of friendship. Reconnect with people you miss or have lost touch with. Express your
regrets and your hopes for the future.
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Iowa assistant track
coach Christi Smith can
often be heard yelling from
across the field at Cret-
zmeyer Track.

It’s a good bet she’s
happy
about some-
thing.

Smith
has brought
a high ener-
gy level to
the Iowa
track and
field pro-
gram and has built her
coaching philosophy around
positive reinforcement.

“ ‘Enthusiastic’ is the
best word to describe Coach
Smith,” senior high jumper
Jeff Herron said. “She’s
loud, she’s happy, she’s
excited — and she puts
that into the athletes she
coaches.”

Smith said coaches can’t
focus only on what an ath-
lete is doing wrong. Cor-
recting mistakes is obvi-
ously the most important
function of a coach, she
said, but encouragement is

a key for the athletes’ confi-
dence.

Her mother inspired that
emphasis on building confi-
dence, she said.

“I was always externally
driven by my family,” she
said. “I had my mother, who
got polio at the age of 3 and
learned to walk at 18.
That’s the type of environ-
ment I grew up in. We were
driven to be something bet-
ter and to always have con-
fidence.”

Herron — who recently
set the school record in the
high jump under Smith’s
tutelage — said his coach is
the type of person who
brings up the intensity in
practice and never appears
burnt-out herself.

“You can’t come out here
with a monotone kind of
feel about it,” he said. “You
have to match [her] intensi-
ty, because when you match
that intensity, the best is
going to come out of you.
And there’s never a day
when she’s not live enough
for you.”

Head coach Layne
Anderson said Smith’s
background in numerous
events was something he

was specifically looking for
when he hired her in 2008,
because multi-event coach-
es often have the most
expertise. He said he want-
ed to look in some of the
smaller conferences for an
“up-and-coming” coach, and
Smith’s name and record as
an assistant at Kent State
came up numerous times.

Her own athletics accom-
plishments didn’t hurt,
either.

Smith won the 2000
NCAA championship in the
heptathlon after finishing
as the runner-up in the
event at the 1999 champi-
onships, which earned her
a pair of All-American hon-
ors while at Akron. She also
won 11 Mid-America Con-
ference titles in a variety of
events.

Anderson said Smith’s
enthusiasm was also a
plus; he’s a self-described
“high-energy guy” and said
her passion for the sport
was palpable in his first
conversation with her.

Smith said she has
always had that zeal for the
sport and desire to coach.

“I was coaching at a very
early age, even during

[USA Track and Field] at
the age of 11,” she said. “We
were down in Georgia, and
I was out there in 100-
degree temperature help-
ing the girl next to me. My
coach pulled me aside and
said, ‘What are you doing?
Get some shade,’ and I was
like, ‘She needed help.’ I’ve
always had a helping heart,
and track and field is my
true calling.”

She said her desire to
help those around her often
spilled over to her oppo-
nents. She encouraged her
competition and helped the
opponents to jump higher
so she could go out and beat
them at their best.

Encouragement is just
something she has always
been around, she said.

“To be quite honest, I
don’t know any other way,”
she said. “I think that
through encouragement
and positive motivation,
anything is possible.”

Track’s energy bundle

Smith
assistant coach

2012 DRAKE RELAYS

Drake Relays
When: Thursday through
Saturday
Where: Des Moines

and that Reiff could benefit
if some teams get “antsy.”

That bodes well for the
two other offensive linemen
Ferentz expects to be
taken, too. Adam Gettis
stands 6-4 and weighs 280
pounds but has had to
answer questions about his
relative lack of size;
Markus Zusevics tore a
muscle in his chest while
performing the bench press
at the combine.

But Ferentz said Gettis
“might be a sleeper in the
whole thing … this guy just
blocks people.” The Illinois
native is quick, too; his
unofficial time in the 40-
yard dash at the combine

was the fastest of any offen-
sive lineman, and his offi-
cial mark of 5.00 seconds
clocked in at third.

Ferentz shook off con-
cerns about Zusevics’
health, pointing to a simi-
lar injury suffered by for-
mer defensive lineman
Broderick Binns last June.
Binns came back at full
strength for the 2011 sea-
son, and a torn pectoral
isn’t all that difficult to
come back from, he said.

“Zuse will probably miss
the mini-camps, but when
it comes time, he should be
able to go in August,” Fer-
entz said. “… I’d be shocked
if he didn’t get drafted.”

Both Gettis and Zusevics
should be off the board by
the end of the fourth round
on Saturday, according to
ESPN analyst Todd
McShay. And if McShay’s

complete mock draft is cor-
rect, the duo could be joined
by several other former
Hawkeyes in Saturday’s
later rounds.

McShay listed defensive
tackle Mike Daniels and cor-
nerback Shaun Prater as
Iowa’s other fourth-round
hopefuls and said wideout
Marvin McNutt will go in
the fifth and linebacker
Tyler Nielsen in the seventh.

Those four would push
Ferentz’s drafted list to 19
over the past two years, but
he may have one more card
in his hand.

Former safety Jordan
Bernstine was among Fer-
entz’s highest-rated
recruits at Iowa; the Des
Moines native was the best
safety in the state and the
No. 51 prospect in the coun-
try in 2007, according to
Rivals. But he had issues

staying healthy at Iowa
and didn’t get consistent
playing time until his sen-
ior campaign in 2011.

The National Football
Post’s college scouting
director, Wes Bunting, told
The Daily Iowan in Novem-
ber that he hadn’t seen any
of Bernstine’s tape because
he hadn’t appeared in
enough games to be strong-
ly considered for the NFL.

But Bernstine has had as
busy an off-season as any
other former Hawkeye, Fer-
entz said.

“I think he has got a
shot,” Ferentz said. “He has
been worked out by a lot of
people and several teams.
He tested very, very well,
and I think he’s going to get
an opportunity.

“I’d be shocked if he didn’t.”

DRAFT 
CONTINUED FROM 10A

and playing away from the
Hawkeye Tennis & Recre-
ation Complex is some-
thing with which they
struggled all season. But
the tournament will be
played on a neutral site —
except in host Ohio State’s
meets — and Molnar said
that could be an advantage
for her team.

“It’s great to play them
again at a neutral site
where [both teams] are not

accustomed to the courts
and fans,” Molnar said.
“The outcome this time will
be a more accurate evalua-
tion of our ability.”

Iowa will also be at full
strength starting the tour-
nament, a luxury the team
hasn’t enjoyed in almost
three weeks. Freshmen
Shelby Talcott and Ellen
Silver, both starters for
much of the year, didn’t
play in the first meeting
with Minnesota because of
nagging injuries. With both
of them back in the start-
ing lineup, Iowa can start
athletes where they are
used to playing and solidify
the lineup throughout.

“We will have our No. 2
and No. 6 back in the line-

up,” Dougherty said. “Hav-
ing Shelby and Ellen back
makes us deeper, and I feel
like we have a much better
opportunity to beat a good
team. When we’re all
healthy and playing well,
[Minnesota] is a team we
can compete with.”

The squad has toyed
with doubles pairings in
search of the right combi-
nations and energy
throughout the season, and
Dougherty said she will
unveil three new pairings
today. Minnesota ended the
season ranked No. 34 in the
country and had a solid
doubles team that was
ranked No. 52. Dougherty
said doubles were the key
to beating the Gophers.

“The big thing for us is
coming out strong in doubles
and the first set in singles,”
the head coach said. “We’re
fired up, believe we can win,
and are happy to have the
opportunity to play another
good team.”

Senior Ally Majercik —
who competed against Min-
nesota on April 22 but likely
won’t today because of Sil-
ver’s return — said the team
has a bit of a sour taste in its
mouth from the last meeting.

“We’re all excited about
getting a second shot at
them, and I know there will
be different matchups,”
Majercik said. “Since we
lost to them, it’s kind of
fresh.We want to bring it to
them this time.”

WOMEN'S
TENNIS
CONTINUED FROM 10A

ior made his own mark on
the program, and the class
will leave Iowa with a last-
ing legacy.

“Will was the guy who
played the most, and Tom
certainly made his contri-
butions,” Houghton said.
“Mitch was a good story in
terms of moving up from
the 13th man on the roster
to the lineup. Chris was a
good story in terms of not
playing for three years,
having a great fall — then

the injury turned him effec-
tively into an assistant
coach, where he’s done a
good job, too.”

The Hawkeyes enter the
conference tournament as
the No. 12 seed and will
take on No. 5-seeded No. 27
Indiana (21-8, 7-4 Big Ten),
in the first round.

Houghton said each
school the Hawkeyes line
up against this weekend
will have little respect for
his team because of its low
seed.

“There’s no question that
our opponents will be over-
looking us, for sure,”
Houghton said. “Whoever
we play, we’ll have probably
lost to already.”

Vasos said he’s looking at

the tournament as an
opportunity for revenge on
the teams that kicked the
Hawkeyes while they were
down this spring.

“Hopefully, we can get
some vengeance from a
team we’ve played before,”
Vasos said. “All we can real-
ly do is keep fighting.”

For the Hawkeyes to
make it to Friday, the team
must be firing on all cylin-
ders while accepting the
fact that it’s a big under-
dog.

“To do well, it’s no secret
that we need to have all of
our guys playing well,”
Houghton said. “We have to
hope that [Indiana] is off a
little bit. That is the reality
of things.”

Houghton said there’s
one element that might
work to Iowa’s advantage
this weekend.

“A factor that could help
us is that we could play
somebody at the tourna-
ment outdoors that we
played before indoors,”
Houghton said. “Some of
these teams are better
indoors rather than out-
doors, and vice versa.”

Still, to pull off the
unthinkable, the Hawkeyes
need everything to fall into
place.

“We’re going to have to
play really well and hope
our opponents aren’t play-
ing their best,” Houghton
said. “And maybe a little
luck on the side.”

MEN'S 
TENNIS 
CONTINUED FROM 10A

For more news, 
visit dailyiowan.com
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TRACK & FIELD
Assistant coach Christi Smith brings unrivaled
energy to the Hawkeyes. Page 9

By PATRICK MASON
patrick-mason@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s tennis
team struggled against Big
Ten opponents this season.
A large number of strong
teams in the conference,
coupled with facing good
teams on the road, pushed
the Hawkeyes near the bot-
tom of the conference with
a 2-9 Big Ten record.

That league mark
dropped the Black and
Gold to the No. 11 seed in
the Big Ten Tournament,
where they will face No. 6-
seed Minnesota today in
Columbus, Ohio.

This will be the first con-
ference tournament for
more than half of Iowa’s
starters. Four freshmen
have been solid for the
Hawkeyes throughout the
year and will serve as a
backbone for Iowa’s tourna-
ment run.

Iowa has a few things to
play for. Senior Sonja Mol-
nar needs another singles
win to nab her 100th, and
the team will try to secure

its first-ever conference
tournament championship
— but that’s something
they will have to achieve
from the bottom up.

Hawkeye head coach
Katie Dougherty dismissed
the idea that being a low
seed gives a team the
opportunity to sneak up on
opponents that might take
it lightly.

“With the strength of the
league this year, there’s a
much thinner line between
No. 11 and No. 6 than there

has been. [Minnesota] will
be prepared for us,” she
said.

The Hawkeyes traveled
to Minnesota on Sunday,
and fell 6-1 in the last meet
of the regular season. Now
the Hawkeyes are eyeing a
rematch at a neutral site in
Columbus.

“It’s a great opportunity
for us to play Minnesota
again,” said Sonja Molnar,
who is 5-1 against the
Golden Gophers and lost
her first match on Sunday.

“It’s revenge time.”
The Hawkeyes went 1-9

on the road this season,

By SETH ROBERTS
seth-roberts@uiowa.edu

A dozen of Kirk Ferentz’s former players
have been drafted into the NFL in the past
two years.

If he has his way, that number will jump to
19 — or maybe even 20 — by the end of the
upcoming weekend.

Seven former Hawkeyes worked out at the
NFL’s scouting combine in late February, and
Ferentz said on Tuesday that he expects all to
be chosen in this weekend’s NFL draft.

“If [teams] want 340-pound linemen, don’t
take any of our guys,” he said. “… But I think
our guys fit for a lot of people.”

Arguably the best of those guys isn’t a good
fit for New York City, though, and therefore

won’t be sitting in Radio City Music Hall to
hear his named called in person.

Former left tackle and presumptive first-
round pick Riley Reiff will watch the draft
from his home in South Dakota. Ferentz said
Reiff’s grandfather is “up there in age and a
little bit frail right now,” which is part of the
reason he won’t make the trip, but he also
said Reiff likely doesn’t want to deal with the
distractions of the Big Apple.

“It’s certainly not Riley’s nature,” he said.
“Riley, I could promise you, would be a lot
more comfortable in Green Bay than New
York City if he had a choice where he went …
he’d rather be out fishing or things like that
than be in Manhattan hanging out with who-
ever.”

Reiff ’s draft stock has dropped somewhat

since he first announced he would forego his
final year of eligibility and declared for the
draft in January. He appeared as the No. 9
pick on ESPN draft analyst Mel Kiper’s first
mock draft, but he is No. 18 on Kiper’s most
recent one; he fell as far as No. 23 (Detroit) on
Sports Illustrated’s final mock.

“His fall ends in Motown, which isn’t a bad
place to land these days,” Sports Illustrated
columnist Don Banks wrote. “He infuses the
Lions’ offensive line with some much-needed
youth.”

Ferentz doesn’t necessarily agree with the
experts, though. He said this year’s pool of
offensive linemen isn’t deep — Reiff is widely
regarded as the second-best in the class —

Ferentz sees 7 Hawkeyes drafted

By TOM CLOS
thomas-clos@uiowa.edu

The chance that the
Iowa men’s tennis team
can win four matches in
four days after an 0-11
mark in regular-season
Big Ten play looks rather
improbable.

Throw in the
Hawkeyes’
ongoing 19-
meet losing
streak, and
the task
looks near-
ly impossi-
ble.

Iowa will
have to pull
of the
impossible if it wishes to
keep its season alive after
this weekend as it heads
to the Big Ten Tourna-
ment in Evanston, Ill., on
Thursday. Barring a
miraculous run to the
title, the tournament will
serve as the final resting
place for the Iowa seniors’
collegiate careers.

The 2012 campaign
was a year that was sup-
posed to be memorable,
but it has been anything
but that for Mitch Beck-
ert, Tom Mroziewicz,
Chris Speer, and Will

Vasos.
The senior foursome

finished with a combined
4-37 singles record this
spring. Mroziewicz and
Vasos, the two who were
supposed to lead the
Hawkeyes in doubles,
went 2-6 as a duo this sea-
son.

Mroziewicz said that
though 2012 was disap-
pointing, the big picture
outweighs this past sea-
son’s struggles.

“I’ve definitely had a
memorable career,” Mro-
zoewicz said. “There were
a lot of ups and downs,
but there are some things
I will take with me from
here for the rest of my life.
I’m grateful of what I
have become after four
years.”

Head coach Steve
Houghton said each sen-

Men’s tennis
wraps up season

Hawks to face Gophers again

MORE ONLINE
Will Riley Reiff or Marvin
McNutt have more of an
impact in his rookie sea-
son? Dailyiowan.com

Big Ten Women’s
Tournament
No. 11 Iowa vs. No. 6
Minnesota
WWhheenn:: 1 p.m. today
WWhheerree:: Varsity Tennis Center,
Columbus, Ohio

NFL Draft
Round 1: 7 p.m. today
Rounds 2-3: 6 p.m. Friday
Rounds 4-7: 11 a.m. Saturday
Where: Radio City Music Hall,
New York City
Where to watch: ESPN

Mroziewicz
senior

2012 NFL DRAFT

Iowa freshman Shelby Talcott returns the ball in a singles match against Iowa State’s Ksenia Pronina on
Feb. 12 at the Hawkeye Tennis & Recreation Complex. Talcott and the Hawkeyes will take on Minnesota in
the Big Ten Tournament today. (The Daily Iowan/File Photo)

BIG TEN TOURNAMENT BIG TEN TOURNAMENT

Big Ten Men’s
Tournament
No. 12 Iowa vs. No. 5
Indiana: 
WWhheenn:: 8:30 a.m. today
WWhheerree:: Vandy Christie Tennis
Center, Evanston, Ill.

SEE DRAFT, 9A

SEE WOMEN'S TENNIS, 9A SEE MEN'S TENNIS, 9A

Kirk Ferentz says he expects at least seven of his former players will be chosen in the NFL draft.
These five outgoing Hawkeyes are entering the NFL draft. Left to Right: Riley Reiff, Marvin McNutt, Adam Gettis, Shaun Prater, Mike Daniels. (The Daily Iowan/File Photos)

The Hawkeyes
draw a rematch
of their season-
closing loss to
Minnesota in the
first round of the
Big Ten
Tournament.

The Hawkeyes’ forgettable season
will end at the Big Ten
Tournament this weekend.

             



Mayberry
When: 7:30 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, 2 p.m. Saturday
and April 29
Where: Riverside Theater,
213 N. Gilbert
Admission: $25 for nonstu-
dents, $10 for college stu-
dents, $22.50 for senior citi-
zens, $12.50 for youth

Free community showing: 
When: 5 p.m. May 1 
Where: Southeast Junior
High, 2501 Bradford 

GRAPHIC BY RILEY VIER

By JULIA JESSEN
julia-jessen@uiowa.edu

Mayberry opens with the actors of the
play portraying themselves, rather than
their characters. They stand behind a
chainlink fence and tell the audience about
their life in Iowa City. The set then trans-
forms into a collage of characters with myr-
iad opinions about the city.

“All theater at its best is community the-
ater in the sense of being about the com-
munity,” said Sean Christopher Lewis,
Mayberry’s playwright and the Working
Group Theater’s artistic director. “How
often is there a play that is so immediately
about where you live?”

The influx of predominantly African-

Americans moving to the Southeast Side of
Iowa City is central to Lewis’ play. The pro-
duction, commissioned by Hancher, and
produced by Working Group Theater, will
première at 7:30 p.m. Friday to a sold-out
crowd at Riverside Theater, 213 N. Gilbert
St. Shows will continue at 2 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. on Saturday and 2 p.m. on April 29.
Admission ranges from $10 to $25. There
will also be a free showing at 5 p.m. May 1
at Southeast Junior High, 2501 Bradford
Drive.

“It’s a tapestry of people who live in and
around Iowa City — a tapestry of opinions
and experiences,” said Jennifer Fawcett,

Life in our town
A local playwright creates Mayberry, a play about class
and ethnic issues in Iowa City.

SEE MAYBERRY, 3B

Iowa City resident Martin Andrews plays a landlord during rehearsal Tuesday of Mayberry. The play
will run Friday through April 29 at Riverside Theater. (The Daily Iowan/Asmaa Elkeurti)

The cast of Mayberry performs during rehearsal on Tuesday. Mayberry is a play about ethnic issues in the communi-
ty; it will run Friday through April 29 at Riverside Theater. (The Daily Iowan/Asmaa Elkeurti)

 



University of Iowa Visit-
ing Associate Professor
Kevin Brockmeier walks
around every day with a
multitude of amazing
story ideas floating
around his head.

Earlier this week, the
Iowa Writers’ Workshop
graduate and current fac-
ulty member gave a read-
ing in Iowa City, and he
will read on Friday in
Cedar Rapids. Brockmeier
has published seven books
— novels for children and
story collections and nov-
els for adults.

The Daily Iowan sat
down with the author to
find out more about his
writing.

Daily Iowan: How
would you describe your
writing style?

Brockmeier: I guess
the easiest way to describe
it is mainstream literary
fiction with strong ele-
ments of science fiction
and fantasy, sometimes.

DI: Where do you find
inspiration?

Brockmeier: That
comes from all over the
place. I think, like most
people, I have dozens of
ideas every day that could
make for a good story —
the question is which of
those ideas stick with you.
What I tend to find is that
there are a bare handful of
ideas that I just can’t dis-
lodge; they linger with me,
and they grow bigger, and
they tend to gather other
ideas around them, and
those are the ideas that
ultimately I say to myself,
“Oh I think this is the
basis for something, and I
need to sit down and work
on it.”

DI: How does it feel to
be back in Iowa City?

Brockmeier: It’s won-
derful. This is my third
time returning as a
teacher, and I’ll confess
that the first time I came
back, I was really intimi-
dated by the prospect.
First because the students

are of such a high caliber
and then also because I
admire the rest of the fac-
ulty in the program so
much, but gradually I
found my footing in the
classroom, and every time
I return I’m nervous and
gradually again I find my
footing in the classroom.

DI: What do you most
enjoy about the Iowa City
writing community?

Brockmeier: I don’t
know that you’ll find a bet-
ter community of writers
anywhere in the United
States, honestly, so it’s a
great place to be reading,
and writing, and involved
in this kind of work.

DI: Can you tell me
about your latest book,
The Illumination?

Brockmeier: It’s a
novel about what happens
to the world when people
in pain begin to emanate
light, so you can actually
see when the people
around you are suffering.

Specifically, it follows six
characters: a data analyst,
a photojournalist, a
schoolchild, a missionary,
a writer, and a street ven-
dor. Their notion of them-
selves and of the people
around them is reshaped
by this phenomenon of the
illumination.

DI: What do you hope
readers take away from
your work?

Brockmeier: Well, I
don’t have a moral in mind
or a lesson in mind, but I
do hope that what I’ve
done in every book that
I’ve written and in every
paragraph and in every
sentence that I’ve written
is observed something
very carefully and try to
express it truly, and I hope
that the people who read
my books finish them with
a sensation that they’ve
observed something about
the world carefully and
that they’ve seen some-
thing truly.

Vs. by Pearl Jam
Before becoming a world-

renowned ukulele player, Eddie
Vedder had a life in music as the
front man for Pearl Jam. The
band has released nine studio
albums to date. Its second, Vs.,
is this week’s tracks from the
past.

Compared with the band’s
début album, Ten, Vs. had a
much looser, more aggressive,
and raw sound. But the masses
were pleased. 

Vs. spent five weeks on the
top of the Billboard 200, more
than any other Pearl Jam album.
It has gone platinum seven
times.

Critics liked the album, too.
Rolling Stone gave it a favorable
review upon its release, as did
USA Today, which gave it four

out of four stars. The Los
Angeles Times gave it three of
four, and the Chicago Sun-Times
3.5 of four.

Vs. released four singles:
“Go” and “Daughters” in 1993
and “Animal” and “Dissident” in
1994.

“Elderly Woman Behind the
Counter in a Small Town” is the
acoustic gem of the album and
is definitely worth giving a lis-
ten. 

— by Jordan Montgomery

MUSIC
• Cristina Gerling, piano, 3
p.m., Riverside Recital Hall
• Catfish Keith, 7 p.m., Mill
• Lights, 7 p.m., Gabe’s
• Free Bass featuring Rissi,
D’Boy, Kage, 9 p.m., Blue
Moose
• T.U.G.G., 9:30 p.m., Yacht
Club
• Robert Monroe vs. Blakk
Forrest Ham, with William
Stonewall Monroe, 10 p.m.,
Mill

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie
Lights,” Zach Wahls, non-
fiction, 2 p.m., Prairie Lights

FILM
• Declaration of War, 4:15
p.m. and 9:30 p.m., Bijou
• The Turin Horse, 6:30
p.m., Bijou
• Campus Activities Board
Movie, The Artist, 10 p.m.,
348 IMU

THEATER
• Mayberry, 7:30 p.m.,
Riverside Theater
• Romeo and Juliet, 8 p.m.,
Englert

MISCELLANEOUS
• Riverbank Art Fair, 10
a.m., IMU Main Lounge
• RiverFest: Zombie Prom,
7 p.m., IMU second-floor ball-
room

The Pirates! Band of
Misfits
Hugh Grant stars in this animat-
ed film as Pirate Captain. He
and his crew face numerous
adventures as they try to win
the Pirate of the Year Award
and beat their foes, Black
Bellamy (Jeremy Piven) and
Cutlass Liz (Salma Hayek). Peter
Lord directed the swashbuck-
ling tale.

MUSIC
• The Envy Corps, 7 p.m.,
Blue Moose, 211 Iowa
• The Dear Hunter, 7 p.m.,
Gabe’s, 330 E. Washington
• Jazz Repertory Ensemble,
7:30 p.m., Riverside Recital
Hall
• Na Palm, 8 p.m., Blue
Moose
• RiverFest & SCOPE
Concert, Grace Potter and
the Nocturnals, 8 p.m., IMU
Main Lounge
• JC Brooks & the Uptown
Sound, 10 p.m., Yacht Club, 13
S. Linn
• Soul Dance Party, 10 p.m.,
Gabe’s

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,”
Catherine Theis and Rebecca
Lehman, poetry, 7 p.m.,
Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

FILM
• In Darkness, 6:30 p.m.,
Bijou
• This Is Not A Film, 9:30
p.m., Bijou
• Campus Activities Board
Movie, The Artist, 10 p.m.,
348 IMU

THEATER
• Romeo and Julie, 8 p.m.,
Englert, 221 E. Washington

LECTURES
• Barbara Weinstein, 3:30
p.m., 1117 University Capitol
Center
• “Comparative Methods,

Cognitive Processes,
and The Study of Religious
Experiences in South Asian
Contexts,” South Asian
Studies Program Research
Presentation, 4 p.m., 312
Phillips Hall

MISCELLANEOUS
• Art Iowa: Inspired by
Landscape Gallery Talk with
Iowa artist Barbara Fedeler,
6:30 p.m., Hanson Family
Humanities Gallery, Old
Capitol Museum
• RiverFest and Campus
Activities Board Comedy,
Josh Gondelman, 10 p.m.,
IMU River Terrace

MUSIC
• IWRESTLEDABEARONCE,
4:30 p.m., Blue Moose
• Defeater, 5 p.m., Gabe’s
• Jazz After Five, Odd Bar
Trio, 5 p.m., Mill
• RiverFest, Pajama Jam, 7
p.m., IMU second-floor ball-
room
• Saxophone Studio recital,
7:30 p.m., University Capitol
Center Recital Hall
• Simon Joyner & the
Tarnished Angels, with Ed
Gray, Ramon Speed, Samuel
Locke Ward, and Douglas
Kramer Nye, 9 p.m., Mill
• Roster McCabe, 10 p.m.,
Gabe’s

WORDS
• Mark Levine and Michelle
Huneven, poetry and fic-
tion, 8 p.m., Dey House Frank
Conroy Reading Room

FILM
• RiverFest, Campus
Activities Board, and Bijou
Event, 48 Hour Film
Festival, 7 p.m., Bijou
• Declaration of War, 9:30
p.m., Bijou
• Campus Activities Board
Movie, The Artist, 10 p.m.,
348 IMU
• Late Night Film, Run Lola
Run, 11:30 p.m., Bijou

THEATER
• Mayberry, 7:30 p.m.,
Riverside Theater, 213 N.
Gilbert
• Romeo and Juliet, 8 p.m.,
Englert

LECTURES
• Barbara Weinstein
Workshop, noon, 1117
University Capitol Center

Friday 4.27

Today 4.26

The Raven
In this film directed by James
McTeigue, Edgar Allan Poe
(John Cusack) must team up
with a detective (Luke Evans) to
stop a serial killer who is mur-
dering people and finding inspi-
ration from the famous author’s
dark work.

Declaration of War
This film, directed by Valérie
Donzelli, was a critic’s pick at
the Cannes Film Festival. The
movie revolves around Romeo
(Jérémie Elkaïm) and Juliette
(Valérie Donzelli) who must
decide what to do after finding
out that their newborn baby is
sick. Donzelli and Elkaïm’s real
life experiences inspired the
story.

Wet Hair, with
Featureless Ghost
& Merchandise
Where: Mill, 120 E.
Burlington
When: 9 p.m. Thursday
Why you should go: Wet
Hair is back with new
rhythms and sounds and a
focus on vocals, which
haven’t been emphasized in
the band’s previous songs.
The band will also perform
with Atlanta duo Featureless
Ghost, whose pop and new-
wave sound sets it apart.

don’t
miss!

Saturday 4.28

Sunday 4.29

MUSIC
• Cristina Gerling piano
masterclass, 2 p.m., 150
Clinton Street Music Building
• Chamber Orchestra/All
University String
Orchestra, 7:30 p.m.,
Riverside Recital Hall
• Electronic Music Studios,
7:30 p.m., 101 Becker

FILM
• Declaration of War, 3 p.m.,
Bijou

• The Turin Horse, 5:15 p.m.,
Bijou

THEATER
• Mayberry, 2 p.m., Riverside
Theater
• Romeo and Juliet, 2 p.m.,
Englert

MISCELLANEOUS
• Riverbank Art Fair, 9 a.m.,
IMU Main Lounge
• RiverRun, 9 a.m., IMU

NEW MOVIES
OPENING THIS WEEKEND

BEER
OF THE WEEK

Farmer John
This week’s Beer of the Week is the Farmer

John from Davenport’s Great River Brewery.

It is an American-style brown ale
with a medium body. This classic
style brown ale stands apart from
most other craft brews because it
is offered in a can.
The brew features mild tastes of
coffee and hints of caramel. It’s
grainy, but not so much
that it’s off-putting.
Farmer John has a
mild fruit nose.
“It’s a good grilling
companion, and it
would go
well with
classic English cuisine,” said Joe
Hotek of John’s Grocery, 401 E.
Market St.
Perhaps the best part of this beer
is that it’s an area product. So
don’t forget to invite Farmer John
to your next cookout.
Cheers.

— by Jordan Montgomery

Farmer John
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weekend events

Brockmeier describes his writing style as mainstream literary 
fiction. (Contributed photo)

Q A&

Seeing the world carefully

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Comedian
Gondelman to per-
form

RiverFest will join with the
Campus Activities Board to
bring comedian Josh Gondelman
to the University of Iowa cam-
pus.

Gondelman will perform at 10
p.m. today in the IMU River
Terrace. Admission is free.

The comedian began his
career as a preschool teacher,
which has allowed him to charm
his audiences of all ages with
witty jokes that can make any
crowd laugh.

Because of his experience
with kids, Gondelman tells his
audiences jokes about anything
from rainbows to gangster rap,
according to his website,
www.joshgondelman.com.

The combination of his quirky
sense of humor and his good
nature has allowed him to become
one of the most relatable comedi-
ans to perform on stage.

He originally lived in Boston
but decided that he needed to live

in a city where comedy was
everywhere — so he moved to
New York City.

In 2008, he was awarded his
first official recognition in the
comedy community. In a show-
case at the Boston Comedy
Festival, Gondelman was awarded
the “Best of the Fest.”

With one festival under his
belt, he traveled to Atlanta last
year to participate in the
Laughing Skull Comedy Festival,
where he walked away with first
prize.

Since then, he has been recog-
nized on a national level by many
festivals and fellow comedians
including Rooftop Comedy
Festival in Aspen, Colo., and Laugh
Your Asheville Off Festival in
Asheville, N.C. He was also picked
by a talent agent to be on “Late
Night with David Letterman.”

Gondelman performs standup,
sketch, and improv comedy at
universities, theaters, and clubs
across the country.

He has become known as a
comedian that even a grandmoth-
er would love — though she may

not understand all his jokes.
— by Samantha Gentry

Novak to perform
B.J. Novak, a comedian and

star of “The Office,” will per-
form at the IMU on May 4,
according to the University of
Iowa’s Campus Activities Board.

The show starts at 10 p.m.
and doors open at 9:30 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased in
advance for $5 or at the door for
$7.

According to the UI’s After
Class website, Novak was dis-
covered as a standup comedian;
he has performed on Comedy
Central and “Late Night with
Conan O’Brien.” He’s also sold
out live shows at theaters
throughout the country, includ-
ing Caroline’s on Broadway and
the Hollywood Improv. In
November 2008, his show “B.J.
Novak and Friends at Town Hall”
served as the closing night of
the New York Comedy Festival,
After Class said.

Novak plays the role of Ryan
Howard on “The Office.”

— by Sam Lane

TRACKS
FROM THE PAST
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the associate artistic direc-
tor of Working Group The-
ater and an actor in May-
berry. “I think that the play
provides a platform for con-
versation by allowing peo-
ple the opportunity, if
they’re willing, to listen to
some very diverse opin-
ions.”

CCrreeaattiioonn ooff MMaayybbeerrrryy
Lewis spent around two

years conducting inter-
views with people living in
Iowa City and in Chicago to
gain understanding of the
issues that he hoped his
play would address.

“I think the thing with
interviewing is it’s like hav-
ing a conversation where I
just shut up a lot,” he said.
“I think those are the best
interviews — people would
get on a roll, and it was
kind of informal in that
sense.”

He started by interview-
ing several people whose
interviews led him to other
people. Soon, Lewis had
amassed a collection of sto-
ries and voices.

“From my perspective as
an amateur community
organizer, I think Sean has
done a really great job of
going into the Southeast
Side and talking to people
and doing interviews with
all sorts of people from all
different walks of life in
Iowa City,” said Robert
Gutsche, a University of
Iowa doctoral student in
journalism and mass com-
munication who studies
controversies surrounding
the Southeast Side.

Martin Andrews, a pro-
ducing director of the
Working Group Theater,
plays a set of characters
including an open-minded
and progressive Iowa Cit-
ian, a principal of a local
high school, a Chicago
housing authority, a college
student, and a puppet,
“Mister Briefcase.”

He said the most inter-
esting part of the process
was when Lewis conducted

workshops with the actors,
giving them characters and
settings and having them
improvise scenes and lines.

“There was sort of a dan-
ger in the room, because
you don’t talk about race
very much, and he was ask-
ing us to improvise on it —
to just go with what we felt
our character was feeling,”
he said. “It was really great
to go there with my fellow
actors, both black and
white, and just go into that
territory and see what we
found.”

Fawcett, who also plays
various characters, said
when she takes on the role
of someone whom she has
met in real life, she doesn’t
try to imitate that person.

“I’m trying to create a
new character, but I’m obvi-
ously influenced by what I
know,” she said. “It’s a bit
intimidating knowing that
the real person could be in
the audience. You hope that
you do them justice.”

Although he has only
seen a few scenes from the
play, Gutsche said the pro-
duction succeeds in pre-
senting these characters
who are based on real Iowa
City residents. To him, the
play has a journalistic
quality that comes from the
characters and the lan-
guage of the play having
roots in reality.

“It’s trying to get to a
sense of accuracy, maybe
not objectivity, but accura-
cy in how words are spoken
and how honesty can be
expressed,” Gutsche said. “I
would say there’s a real
journalistic element to the
play, and I think that gives
it a lot of legitimacy and
authority.”

QQuueessttiioonniinngg oouurr 
ccoommmmuunniittyy

Hancher Programming
Director Jacob Yarrow said
the issues portrayed in
Mayberry apply to Iowa
City and to a larger global
scale.

“I think the subject mat-
ter and themes of race and
class and how communities
form and exist in our coun-
try are relevant pretty
much all around the world
and definitely throughout
the U.S.,” he said.

The culture clash in the
play permeates several
areas of daily life — includ-
ing school systems, bus sys-
tems, and housing. The
characters on stage allow
the different arguments
from all sides to be heard.

“I think this play gives
you the opportunity to walk
in other people’s shoes,”
Fawcett said. “It doesn’t
give answers, because it’s a
really complex situation,
and there’s not a right and
a wrong.”

Andrews said the pro-
duction raises many ques-
tions about the Iowa City
community.

“I think the major issues
are how does a community
accept? How does a com-
munity respond? And what
does a community learn
about itself when it deals
with others?” he said. “How
do you incorporate them
into the life of the city?
How do you make them feel
welcome? How do you
teach them about your val-
ues and how do you under-
stand theirs?”

Although the show raises
many issues, Lewis said, he
isn’t trying to convey a sin-
gle message to his audi-
ence.

“The show was made so
much from listening that I
feel like I got taught a lot,
so it feels weird to be like,
‘This is what I’m going to
show you, Iowa City,’ ” he
said.

SSeerrvviinngg aa ccoommmmuunniittyy
ppuurrppoossee

Everyone involved in
Mayberry said the produc-
tion’s main goal is to spark
further discussion about
acknowledging diversity in
Iowa City.

“I think it’s important to
get some kind of dialogue
going about race and eco-
nomics,” Andrews said.
“Pretending that it’s not
there or feeling guilty
about it isn’t going to help
anything. Having a conver-
sation is probably the best
thing we can do.”

Educating and providing
a platform for numerous

voices are also important to
those involved with the
piece.

“I think the goal of the
play is to give people the
opportunity to learn about
the people who they would
consider ‘other,’ ” Fawcett
said.

As long as the audience
has a reaction to the mate-
rial, the actors said, they
will be happy.

“We welcome whatever
response people will have,”
Andrews said. “I think as
long as you’re seeking to
tell the human story, I
think people will find a way
to connect to it, but it’s
always up to the audience
for how they respond to the
story.”

The fast ticket sales
before the play’s opening
seems to indicate that the
community is interested in
the topic.

“Everyone who’s in the
play and everyone who is
going to come see this play
are the people who actually
own this town,” Lewis said.
“Owning sounds so posses-
sive like, ‘I get to decide
who comes here,’ but it’s
not about that. It’s actually
a great responsibility,
because it means that you
are responsible for the
future of the town.”

MAYBERRY 
CONTINUED FROM 1B
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Iowa City resident Barrington Vaxter performs during rehearsal Tuesday of Mayberry. (The Daily
Iowan/Asmaa Elkeurti)

Iowa City residents Barrington Vaxter, Kristy Harsgrove, and Martin
Andrew perform with puppets during rehearsal Tuesday of Mayberry.
The play will run Friday through April 29 at Riverside Theatre. (The
Daily Iowan/Asmaa Elkeurti)
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The members of Grace
Potter & the Nocturnals
met at a small university in
northern New York about
10 minutes from the Cana-
dian border. With few
places to practice and many
other bands in the town,
the band was often stuck
with the latest rehearsal
time at a local coffee house.

“We would always be out
playing during the witching
hour,” said guitarist Scott
Tournet. “So that is how the
Nocturnals were born.”

Rayland Baxter will open
for Grace Potter & the Noc-
turnals at 8 p.m. today in
the IMU Main Lounge.
SCOPE and 10,000 Hours
will present the show dur-
ing this weekend’s River-
Fest events. Tickets are
available at the IMU Box
Office; general admission is
$23.50.

The 10,000 Hours Show
is a yearly initiative to
encourage Iowans to volun-
teer 10 hours with local
nonprofits. If that is accom-
plished and logged with the
organization, participants
earn a free ticket to the
show.

“We had a good boost in
hours the last two weeks,”
said 10,000 Hours outreach
director Katie Priske. “We
have been trying to really
push the concert and push
logging hours. We are going
to announce how many
total hours of volunteering
there were at the show.”

Grace Potter & the Noc-
turnal’s late-night java-
joint jam sessions occurred

almost 10 years ago. The
band has released three
studio albums and toured
almost continuously during
that time. The group’s
fourth studio album will
come out on June 12 — it’s
the first time the band has
taken complete control in
creating an album.

“Grace had a very clear
vision and about how it
should sound and what
themes to cover,” Tournet
said. “So we were able to do
it the way we wanted.
[Making an album is] like
seasoning a soup; you’ve got
to be careful about a pinch
of this and a dash of that.”

In 2011, Potter collabo-
rated with Kenny Chesney
to create “You and Tequila,”
which peaked at NO. 3 on
the U.S. country charts.

“We were really excited
about them, because she is
gaining a lot of buzz nation-
ally right now,” said
SCOPE Public Relations

Coordinator and former
Daily Iowan employee Zoey
Miller. “She transcends
genres, combining aspects
of soul, rock, and country, so
they offer something for
everyone in Iowa City.”

The band started out as
most bands do, emulating
classic rock and roll bands
the members looked up to.
But in 10 years, Grace Pot-
ter & the Nocturnals has
developed its own sound.

“We evolved into this
bluesy roots band, and then
all of a sudden, we were
playing jam-band fests, so
we were a jam band,” Tour-
net said. “Because of the
last album we put out, peo-
ple said we were a pop
band. Grace did a song with
Kenny Chesney, so now
we’re a country band. We’re
letting people perceive us
however they want, and
we’re just making moves
that feel right to us.”

What is more consistent

than the style of songs is
the electric live shows the
members are known to
put on. Their energetic
reputation have landed
them slots at such music
festivals as Lollapalooza,
Wakarusa, and, most
recently, Cochella.

“We freak out onstage. I
don’t know what hap-

pens,” Tourner said.
“We’ve had six months off
from being on the stage —
it’s the longest break
we’ve ever had. There’s an
energy that we feed off of,
and we just lose our sh**.
We’re sweaty, things are
falling over, sh**’s broken,
we give it our all.”

Beyond the pigeonhole
Grace Potter & the Nocturnals will perform at the 10,000 Hours Show as part of RiverFest 2012.

Grace Potter &
the Nocturnals
When: 8 p.m. today
Where: IMU Main Lounge
Admission: $23.50

Grace Potter & the Nocturnals play at the IMU at 8 p.m. today.
(Publicity photo)
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jordan-w-montgomery@uiowa.edu

The living dead, dressed
in bloody tuxedos and
ripped dresses, will invade
Iowa City’s RiverFest and
groove to the tunes of local
artists at the Zombie Prom.

The second Zombie Prom
will take place at 7 p.m.
Saturday in the IMU sec-
ond-floor ballroom. The
night will feature bands,
food, and deadly dance
moves. Zombie Prom is free
and open to the public of all
ages.

“We try to have wall-to-
wall music playing until

they kick us out,” said Uni-
versity of Iowa junior and
RiverFest marketing direc-
tor Nico Ward. “Last year,
we had a lot of dancing,
aggressive and vigorous
zombie dancing.”

This year’s lineup fea-
tures mostly bands from
Iowa City and the rest from
Iowa, said UI senior and
RiverFest executive direc-
tor Josh Messer. There will
be performances by Limbs,
Quasi, Mooseknuckle, and
Phantom Vibrations.

“It was one of the events
that went over the best,
which was surprising,

because it was something
new that we tried out,”
Ward said. “Frankly, we got
a really strong response to
it in terms of attendance
and people asking us to do
it again this year. So it’s
nice to have something
that’s a staple or tradition.”

The Zombie Prom
evolved from a battle-of-
the-bands idea. RiverFest
organizers wanted some-
thing with music and a
theme in the second-floor
ballroom, and they wanted
something different from
the standard ’80s part,
Ward said.

“[Last year] we had a lot
of people in full-blown prom
outfits like torn-up suits.
Even the bands participat-
ed with costumes,” Ward
said. “And we do makeup
there. So if for some reason

people don’t have zombie
makeup lying around at
home, we have people there
to help. It’s a frenzy of peo-
ple in various forms of
zombification.”

Along with the music
and dancing, food will go
along with the theme. Zom-
bies attending the event
will feast on spare ribs.

“The best part about it is

that we’re still able do to it
for free. There is free music,
food, dancing, and face
painting,” Messer said. “I
think we really have some-
thing for everyone. We real-
ly cater to the hungry colle-
giate music fan, and there’s
a lot of us.”

The Zombie Prom is
one of the final events
in the festivities of the

annual RiverFest.
“This is a great way to

support the local music
scene, and everyone is
welcome,” Messer said.
“It’s a delight to help put
something on like this. It
makes me really happy to
see people who didn’t
intend on checking it out
stop by; it usually makes
their weekend.”

Zombies return to dance
The Zombies will
rise again this
year at RiverFest’s
Zombie Prom.

Zombie Prom
When: 7 p.m. Saturday
Where: IMU second-floor
ballroom
Admission: free

For more news, visit dailyiowan.com
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From time to time, com-
munity members in
Oxford, Iowa, can hear
pounding coming from the
restaurant Augusta, where
Chef Ben Halperin is hard
at work pounding tender-
loins for his signature dish,
a fried pork tenderloin
sandwich.

The Midwest classic
appeals to the taste of
Augusta’s visitors. But
Halperin spices up his
menu with Creole flavors
from his longtime Big Easy
roots.

“The area is saturated
with chain restaurants,
and we wanted to put our
talents out here with New-
Orleans-style food,” Jeri
Halperin said. “There was
opportunity in a small
town.”

Augusta, 10 S. Augusta
Ave., opened on Jan. 16,
2008, around two months
after the two moved to
Iowa. They met in New
Orleans, but after Hurri-
cane Katrina destroyed
their home, they were
forced to leave the city.

Opening the restaurant
was a risk for the couple,
who feared their Southern
flavor wouldn’t be well-
received in Iowa.

“The flair [of Augusta] is
having gumbo and a couple
New Orleans dishes so peo-
ple can try it if they like,”
Ben Halperin said.

Another risk the couple
took was serving fresh fish
on the menu. He said many
patrons were “uneasy”
about ordering it.

“In the beginning, we
had to take some things off

the menu,” Ben Halperin
said. “But now, it has
become easier because peo-
ple trust my cooking.”

The chef has impressed
the locals as well as Iowans
on a broader scale. The
Pork Producers of Iowa
voted the tenderloin the
“Best of Iowa” in 2008.

Ben Halperin knows the
importance of supporting
the local food economy, and
he includes fresh food from
Iowa farmers in his dishes.
From the meat in the burg-
ers to the greens in his
mixed salads, he is commit-
ted to staying local.

“There is a community
aspect but also a sensibility
[to fresh food],” he said. “As
a restaurant, we can say,
‘Hey, this is locally grown
by one of your farmers.’ ”

Around town, he is also
known for his specials,
which might include a
smoked duck and crab-
meat-encrusted walleye.

“When the folks on our
email list know Ben is
making a certain special,
they will come out,” Jeri
Halperin said. “Our regular
menu will maintain the
people, but our specials will
bring them out.”

For the past two years,
the couple has purchased
produce from Lalanya
Bodenbender’s market,
Henry’s Village Market,
4125 V St., Homestead.

Bodenbender said she
and her husband have
eaten at the restaurant
since it opened. She loves
how the chef can take a
culinary twist on her veg-
etables.

“I felt like it was some-
thing we had been waiting
for, because we would typi-
cally drive to Iowa City to
eat,” she said. “We thought
this was something much
closer that was different
and had a local flair to it.
There are people out this

way that want to eat differ-
ent food, not just at a
diner.”

Bodenbender’s personal
favorite things to eat at
Augusta are the side dishes
of creamed corn, sugar car-
rots, and mashed potatoes
because it is simple food yet
cooked well, she said.

“The food is tasty, unpre-
tentious, and very well-
made,” she said. “I really
enjoy the cozy atmosphere,
and it’s a nice place to take
friends from out of town.”

Flair in Oxford
Chef Ben Halperin and wife Jeri bring New Orleans flair to the Iowa City
area at their restaurant, Augusta, in Oxford.

For more news, visit dailyiowan.com

Augusta
Hours of operation:
• Wednesday-Thursday: 11
a.m.-9 p.m.
• Friday and Saturday: 11 a.m.-
10 p.m.
• Sunday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Reservations appreciated

Ben Halperin prepares a dish on the grill at his restaurant in Oxford,
Augusta, on Wednesday. They serve unique dishes with some of the
only New Orleans flavors in the area. He and his wife, Jerri Halperin,
met in New Orleans; they were forced to relocate to Iowa after
Hurricane Katrina. (The Daily Iowan/Jessica Payne)

Trump assails wind
power in Scotland

EDINBURGH, Scotland — He
came, he saw, he blustered.

Donald Trump on Wednesday
swept into Scotland’s Parliament
to demand the country end plans
for an offshore wind farm he
fears will spoil the view at his
exclusive new £750 million ($1.2
billion) golf resort.

In a typically blunt display, the
New York property tycoon told an
inquiry into renewable energy to
stop the wind-power efforts in
the country’s north.

“Scotland, if you pursue this
policy of these monstrous tur-
bines, Scotland will go broke,” he
said. “They are ugly, they are
noisy, and they are dangerous. If
Scotland does this, Scotland will
be in serious trouble and will lose
tourism to places like Ireland,
and they are laughing at us.”

Members of the committee
are looking at how achievable the
Scottish government’s green tar-
gets for 2020 are. The plans for 11
200-foot (60-meter) tall wind
turbines are part of the govern-
ment’s goal of positioning itself
as a leader in renewable energy.

When challenged to produce
hard evidence about his claims
on the negative impact of tur-
bines, Trump said: “I am the evi-
dence. I am a world-class expert
in tourism.”

The public gallery burst into
laughter.

Trump claimed Scottish
leader Alex Salmond and prede-
cessor Jack McConnell gave
him verbal assurances a wind
farm would not be built off the

coast of his resort.
“They wanted my money,”

Trump said. “I was lured into buy-
ing the site, after I had spent my
money they came and announced
the plan. At the time I bought the
land, I felt confident the wind
farm was not going to happen.”

— Associated Press

Riverbank Art Fair
comes to town

Midwestern artists in a variety
of media will converge on Iowa
City this weekend for the
Riverbank Art Fair. The annual
free event will take place from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on April 29 in the
IMU. 

Artists featured in the show
have created works in painting,
ceramics, photography, fiber,
mixed media, jewelry, and many
other media. They competed to
be part of the show and were
chosen by a jury. Works from
these artists will be exhibited
and sold at the Art Fair.

Two of the artists featured at
the event are Sabrina Leung and
Lisa Manney Kinzenbaw. Leung is
a mixed-media artist who plans
to donate her earnings from the
Riverbank Art Fair to charity.
Kinzenbaw creates photographic
pieces. 

— by Julia Jessen
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REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

HOUSE
FOR SALE

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

AUTO DOMESTIC

PERSONAL
SERVICE

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

TWO bedroom, one bath, W/D,
dishwasher, 10 blocks from 
downtown, near busline, ga-
rage, nice yard, screened-in 
porch, dead-end street.
Available 8/1/12. $900/ month.
(319)337-3329.

THREE bedroom, two bath 
home located at 944 E.Daven-
port. Close to UI and downtown.
$1500/ month. (319)400-4159.
www.IC4RENT.com

806 WYLDE GREEN RD.
3 BEDROOM HOUSE NEAR
UIHC AND LAW BUILDING
Three bedroom, two bath house 
with two car attached garage, 
back porch, W/D, dishwasher, 
microwave, central air, $1425.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

1242 Duck Creek Dr., Iowa City.
Five bedroom, three bathroom.
Dishwasher, microwave, high 
efficiency W/D, huge yard, dou-
ble car garage. Three level 
house. Very nice. $1850/month.
(785)443-3001.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

MEADOWLARK CONDOS-
Eastside- two bedroom, one 
bath, secure building, carport, 
storage, W/D hookup plus 
on-site laundry. Small pet nego-
tiable. $625/ $650 plus utilities.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

CONDO
FOR RENT

GRADUATE STUDENTS,
PROFESSIONALS AND
SMALL FAMILIES
Townhouse. Two bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath, finished basement, 
W/D hookups. Westside near 
UIHC/ Dental/ Law.
Professional/ family atmosphere 
with courtyards. No pets. No 
smoking. Available 6/1, 7/1, 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT

FOUR bedroom, two bath, in-
cludes three parking spaces,
$1580 ($395/ bedroom), close 
to downtown.
www.UIRentals.com
(319)325-4156.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BRAND NEW luxury living
downtown. 429 E.Burlington,
three bedrooms, two baths.
$1900-$1950. Secure building,
washer and dryer, fireplace,
underground parking.
Call Heritage at (319)351-8404
for more information.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

WOODLANDS APARTMENTS
Two bedroom, one bath, W/D in
unit, central air, some with
decks, on city busline.
$660-$680.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

WESTGATE VILLA has a two
bedroom sublet available May 
15th for $725 with a fall option 
for $750, includes water and 
garbage.
Laundry on-site, off-street park-
ing and 24 hour maintenance.
Please call (319)337-4323.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

TWO bedroom apartment in 
house close to campus, 932 
S.VanBuren St. Available 
8/1/12. $690/ month plus
utilities. Some pets allowed.
Call Sue at (319)325-2300.

SYCAMORE APARTMENTS
Two bedroom units $800-$825.
Secured entrance, W/D hook-
ups. Dogs welcome with fee.
1/2 off deposit.
Contact AM Management 
(319)354-1961.
www.ammanagement.net

RUSHMORE DRIVE
Near UIHC, law building and 
parks. Two bedroom, one bath, 
W/D, dishwasher, microwave, 
fireplace, central air, deck, entry 
door system, garage.
$825-$875.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

NEW and stunning two bed-
room, one bath condos. Granite 
counters, stainless appliances, 
in-unit W/D, hardwood floors, 
tile showers, large balconies 
and one car garage. Starting at 
$1200/ month. 1000 Oakcrest 
St. Call (319)887-6450.

TWO BEDROOM

LARGE two bedroom, two bath 
in Coralville. Available 8/1/12.
$650/ month, heat included. No 
smoking, no pets. On busline.
Call (319)351-8901 or
(319)330-1480.

KEOKUK STREET
APARTMENTS
Large two bedroom, two bath 
units with dishwasher, micro-
wave, central air, on-site laun-
dry, on city busline. $730.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

CROSS PARK APARTMENTS
Two bedroom, two bath,
dishwasher, microwave, on-site
laundry, central air, entry door
system, some with deck or
patio, on city busline.
$630-$660.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

CORAL COURT
2860, 2868 and 2888
Great Coralville locations.
Near Coral Ridge Mall and Oak-
dale campus. Two bedroom, 
one bath, and two bedroom, two 
bath unit with deck, W/D, dish-
washer, microwave, fireplace, 
central air, garage. $850-$880.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
SouthGateCo.com

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BENTON MANOR CONDOS-
Two bedroom, one bath, bus-
line, dishwasher, laundry, W/D 
or hookup, small pet negotiable.
$645- $725, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

918 23RD AVE.,
CORALVILLE-
Close to Coral Ridge, two
bedroom, one bath, busline,
laundry, parking, NO pets.
$625, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

612 S.DODGE ST.-
Two bedroom, one bath, close 
to downtown, on-site laundry, 
cat negotiable. $640, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

412 HIGHLAND AVE.-
Large two bedroom, one bath, 
central heat/air, laundry, park-
ing. $725, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

3455 E.COURT/
411 PETERSON-
Two bedroom, one bath, on-site
laundry. No pets.
$630, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

2869 Coral Court, two bedroom, 
one bath, like new, fireplace, 
W/D, full kitchen, garage and 
additional parking, great deck 
and view, close to mall, inter-
state, Oakdale campus, on bus-
line, no pets, $825/ month.
(319)331-1820.

TWO BEDROOM

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2
balconies, 2 walk-in closets, 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, free garage parking,
courtyards, elevator, laundry.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

1305 SUNSET-
Westside Iowa City. Two bed-
room, one bath, on-site laundry.
Convenient to grocery and
shopping. No pets.
$635, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

1108 OAKCREST-
Westside QUIET two bedroom, 
one bath, close to UIHC and 
Law. No pets. $650, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784

QUIET, clean efficiency and 
one bedroom, H/W paid,
laundry, busline, Coralville.
No smoking/ no pets.
(319)337-9376.

ONE bedroom near UIHC/ Law.
H/W paid, no pets, off-street 
parking. Available 6/1 and 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

ONE bedroom apartment, quiet,
non-smoking, no pets. 715 Iowa
Ave. $550/ month, heat paid.
(319)330-7685.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

EFFICIENCY near UIHC/ Law.
H/W paid, no pets, off-street
parking. Available 6/1 and 8/1.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

BASEMENT apartment, quiet, 
no smoking, no pets, 715 Iowa 
Ave. $415/month. Available
8/1/12. (319)330-7685.

502 N.DODGE-
One bedroom, one bath,
close-in, busline, on-site
laundry. No pets.
$550, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

415 S.VAN BUREN-
One bedroom, one bath, close
to downtown campus. No pets.
$545, H/W paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

402 N.IOWA, SOLON-
One bedroom, one bath, quiet.
Small pet negotiable.
$445, water paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

NEAR campus. Large one and 
two bedroom apartments, $610/ 
$680. (319)594-0722.
www.hilomanagement.com

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, efficiencies 
and houses, nice places with 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL 
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, garage parking, utilities.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

5/1-7/31, $639, utilities not in-
cluded. One bedroom in two 
bedroom, LInn Street Place on 
S.Linn St., spacious bedroom, 
full deck, close to campus/ 
downtown. (630)514-6128.

SUMMER SUBLET

ONE bedroom, nice townhome, 
behind Coralville mall, bus 
route, W/D, C/A, $400/ month 
plus utilities. (563)357-1635.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
MALE

121 N. VAN BUREN
Rooms for rent in large house.
Share kitchen/ bath/ laundry. All 
utilities paid including cable and 
internet, $405-$480/ month.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

ROOM FOR RENT

SEEKING one bedroom/ bath,
cooking, utilities paid, $375-
$425 negotiable. July 15.
(319)936-1432.

HOUSING
WANTED

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

CALL US FIRST for top prices
paid and prompt removal of
your older car or truck.
(319)338-7828.

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

PARKING, close to downtown.
(319)683-2324.

GARAGE / 
PARKING

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
(319)338-4357

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

GOT FURNITURE TO MOVE?
Small Hauls
$35/ load. Iowa City.
Call (319)351-6514.
alsmallhauls@gmail.com

MOVING

U STORE ALL
Summer storage, near campus
May 1, 2012 - August 31, 2012
5x10 $176.70 (student discount)
10x10 $284.62 (student discount)
(319)337-3506
sstrebre@aol.com

QUALITY CARE STORAGE
Coralville & North Liberty
(319)338-6155
www.qualitycarestorage.com

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available:
5x10, 10x20

(319)354-2550, (319)354-1639

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. (319)351-3562.

PETS

BABY grand piano, 15 years 
old, great condition, black gloss.
In Iowa City, you move. $4500/ 
OBO. (414)217-0354,
T_Loes@yahoo.com

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! 
SAVE MONEY!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors to teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)844-8080,
apply: campcedar.com

HOMESTYLE, LLC
Part-time Summer Job Opening
Crew Manager wanted!
Background in construction/
home repair.
Great chance to manage and 
work with crew in home repair.
$10-$20/ hour based on experi-
ence. Call or email John Blough 
(563)210-3648.
John-blough@iahomestyle.com

CAMP COUNSELORS,
male/ female, needed for great
overnight camps in the
mountains of PA.
Have fun while working with
children outdoors.
Teach/ assist with A&C,
Aquatics, Media, Music,
Outdoor Rec, Tennis, and more.
Office, Nanny, and Kitchen
positions available.
Apply online at
www.pineforestcamp.com.

SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT

LA CAVA MEXICAN
RESTAURANT now hiring
all positions.
Apply within:
1810 N. Coral St., Suite B,
Coralville, IA 52241.

RESTAURANT

SOCIAL WORKER for residen-
tial care facility. BA in Social 
Work or related field. Experi-
ence with mental illness pre-
ferred. Must have excellent or-
ganizational and communication 
skills. Excellent wages and 
benefits.
Apply at Chatham Oaks,
4515 Melrose Ave., Iowa City.

MEDICAL

WILLOWWIND SCHOOL
is seeking excellent candidates 
for 5/6 teaching position,
part-time music position, and 
part-time Programs Director for 
the 2012-2013 school year.
Experience necessary.
Visit www.willowwind.org for
more details on each position.
Send cover letter and resume to 
Carly Andrews, 950 Dover St., 
Iowa City, IA 52245.

EDUCATION

UMPIRES wanted for Monday- 
Thursday nights for upcoming
2012 spring/ summer Iowa City
Girls Softball, grades K-12.
Immediate openings.
Earn $40/ night for two games.
Become ASA certified at
League expense.
This is a recreational league.
Call (319)333-8352 or email
ICGSUMPIRES@yahoo.com

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in 
Iowa City. 100% FREE to join! 
Click on surveys.

HELP WANTED

TOW TRUCK OPERATORS
Several part-time positions
available. Flexible but does
include rotating nights and
weekends. Perfect for students.
Willing to train.
Apply in person 7am-7pm:
Big 10 University Towing
3309 Highway 1 SW, I.C.

THE HOLIDAY INN-CORALVILLE
Accepting applications for:
Full-time and part-time positions
*Banquet and restaurant
*Servers and bartenders
*Banquet setup
*Line cooks
Flexible schedules.
Contact in person,
1220 1st Ave., Coralville.

THE area’s leading landscape 
contractor has immediate
openings for landscape laborers 
and nursery staff at our North
Liberty location.
Experience helpful. Strong work 
ethic, reliable, and valid driver’s 
license required. Must have 
clean driving record (no DUIs in 
past five years).
Full benefit package. EOE.
Country Landscapes, Inc.
Contact Curt at (319)321-8905.

SYSTEMS UNLIMITED, INC.
Progressive, non profit agency 
seeks counselors to support in-
dividuals with disabilities in their 
homes and communities. Eve-
ning, weekend, overnight shifts 
available. Competitive pay.
Visit www.sui.org

FUNCREST DAIRY AND GRILL,
3979 W.Overlook Rd NE.
Weeknights and weekends.
Must cook, clean and serve.
Stop by for application.
(319)621-6073.

REWARDING, fun, part-time
positions in Iowa City/
Coralville/ North Liberty/ Solon/
Kalona and surrounding areas
providing care, supervision and
engaging in fun activities with
children and adults with disabili-
ties in their homes and in the
community.
Flexible days and hours
available, good hourly rate.
No experience necessary;
thorough training is provided.
Must be able to pass thorough
background checks.
Drivers license, safe driving re-
cord and reliable transportation 
are required.
Weekend and evening
availability strongly desired.
Please send cover letter and
resume to:
The Arc of Southeast Iowa
Attn: Liz Byram
2620 Muscatine Ave.
Iowa City, IA 52240
or email to: lizbyram@arcsei.org

PART and full-time general
marine labor, $9/ hour.
(319)626-3625 ask for Rick
or Jason.

NEED EXTRA CASH?
Disabled mother of 2 seeks 
part-time help organizing light 
housekeeping, etc. $8/ hour, 
2-3 hours/ week. Call Sharon 
(319)338-2614.

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail:
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BARTENDING! $300/ day
potential. No experience
necessary. Training available.
800-965-6520 ext. 111.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

SHORT on cash? Sales and
marketing internship where the
average student makes over
$5000 during the summer.
Open to all majors.
(319)325-5449.

INTERNSHIPS
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By MICHAEL TARM
Associated Press

CHICAGO — The other-
wise blank-faced defendant
accused of killing Jennifer
Hudson’s family appeared
to cry at his trial Wednes-
day when prosecutors pro-
jected photographs onto a
large screen of the bloodied
body of the youngest victim
— the Hollywood star’s 7-
year-old nephew.

It was the third day of
testimony and the first
time Hudson’s former
brother-in-law,William Bal-
four, showed any emotion.
After his lawyer grabbed a
box of tissues and handed it
to him, Balfour hung his
head and dabbed his eyes
in full view of the jury.

One of the graphic photo-
graphs showed bullet holes
through the top of Julian
King’s head. Another
showed the boy, nicknamed
Juice Box, lying on a med-
ical examiner’s table with
his white T-shirt drenched
in blood.

Hudson spent much of
the morning outside the
courtroom as prosecutors
showed the photographs of
Julian. Wearing mostly
black, Hudson entered later
after the photos were
shown.

Prosecutors often give
victims notice that they are
about to enter disturbing
evidence to give them a

chance to leave.
Balfour was estranged

from his wife, Hudson’s sis-
ter, at the time of the 2008
killings. Balfour, 30, has
pleaded not guilty to killing
Hudson’s mother, brother,
and nephew.

Prosecutors claim Bal-
four targeted the family in
a horrific act of vindictive-
ness against his ex-wife,
Julia Hudson, the mother of
Julian. They believe he
became enraged by bal-
loons he saw at the home
that he thought were from
her new boyfriend.

Julia Hudson testified
Monday that Balfour was
so prone to jealousy that,
when he lived in the Hud-
son family home before
moving out in early 2008,
he even became angry
when Julian kissed her.

“He’d say, ‘Get off my
wife,’ ” she said.

For their part, defense
attorneys have said the
killing could be connected
to alleged drug dealing by
Hudson’s brother.

Balfour showed no emo-
tion Tuesday when prosecu-
tors showed photos of the
bodies of Hudson’s mother
and brother. Hudson also
left the courtroom for that.

Prosecutors contend Bal-
four went inside the Hud-
son family house on Chica-
go’s South Side around 9
a.m. on Oct. 24, 2008, and
shot Hudson’s mother and

brother. Investigators
allege he then drove off in
Jason Hudson’s SUV with
7-year-old Julian inside and
later shot the boy in the
head as he lay behind the
front seat.

With no surviving wit-
nesses to the slayings, pros-
ecutors must offer over-
whelming circumstantial
evidence that Balfour com-
mitted the grisly crime.

Slaying photo moves defendant

By CRISTINA SILVA
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Peter
Jackson’s The Hobbit is
preparing to leave the
shire.

The director of the Oscar-
winning Lord of the Rings
trilogy previewed 10 min-
utes of assorted footage
Tuesday from his upcoming
prequel.

The Hobbit: An Unexpect-
ed Journey, was filmed in
New Zealand using more
frames per second than the
Hollywood standard. Jack-
son said in a video introduc-
tion that using 48 frames
per second produces a
smoother image.

The movie could usher in
a new era of filmmaking
and require film houses
across the globe to embrace
digital technology.

Jackson said the human
eye no longer sees individ-
ual pictures under the
faster speed but a steady
stream of clear images.

“The movement feels
more real,” he said while
introducing his film at the
CinemaCon convention for
theater owners on the Las
Vegas Strip. “It’s much
more gentle on the eyes.”

Indeed, the footage was
vivid, with grass blades,
facial lines, and soaring

mountains appearing lumi-
nous and pronounced. The
actors looked almost touch-
able, as if they were per-
forming live on stage.

It’s unclear what the
final product will look like
when it’s released in
December. Jackson said he
was still editing the movie,
and the shared footage
included green screens that
will eventually be used to
add in scenery, action, or
special effects.

Other digital pioneers
are making the same push
for higher film speeds.
Avatar creator James
Cameron has promised to
shoot the sequel to his sci-
ence-fiction blockbuster at
48 or 60 frames a second.

Jackson warned the new
approach would take time
to adjust to. Some bloggers
agreed, quickly branding
the footage released Tues-
day as a failure in digital
technology. The critics
claimed the unfinished
scenes looked like a low-
budget TV show.

British actor Martin
Freeman stars as Bilbo
Baggins, the hobbit who
acquires the evil ring that
sets the action of The Lord
of the Rings in motion.

The footage showed Bag-
gins lost in Gollum’s cave.
Andy Serkis’ portrayal of

the strange creature known
for his “precious” obsession
and speaking in the third
person is just as disturbing
as it was in the trilogy, with
Baggins forced to appeal to
Gollum’s love of games to
survive.

Ian McKellen, reprising
the role of the wizard Gan-
dalf, persuades Baggins to
leave the shire and join him
on his journey. The footage
of the hobbit’s hometown is
stunning, with each color
having almost a neon glow.

There were other brief
snippets of story. Orlando
Bloom, as the elf Legolas,
was shown with his charac-
ter’s flowing, blond hair.
McKellen toured an ancient
tomb that he surmised once
housed someone evil. Trolls
engaged in battle.

The Hobbit: An Unexpect-
ed Journey is the first chap-
ter in Jackson’s two-part
adaptation of J.R.R.
Tolkien’s fantasy classic.

The two films were shot
simultaneously in 3-D, with
the second one, The Hobbit:
There and Back Again, due
in theaters in December
2013.

The final installment of
the Lord of the Rings trilo-
gy swept the Academy
Awards with 11 trophies,
including best picture and
director, in 2003.

Jackson unveils
digital Hobbit 

Obama, on the
Fallon show, slow
jams the news 

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — Add this
to the list of ways the president
of the United States woos young
voters in an election-year: He
slow jams the news.

Obama, appearing on NBC’s
“Late Night with Jimmy Fallon,”
joined the comedy host in a pop-
ular feature of his program.

The president, looking in the
camera, talked earnestly about

student interest rates as the
Roots, Fallon’s hip house band,
laid down a rhythm. Then the
camera cut to Fallon in the fore-
ground, where he punched up the
message in his own way.

“Now is not the time to make
school more expensive for our
young people,” Obama said. Then
Fallon: “Ohhhh, yeaahh. You
should listen to the president.”

The episode was taped during
Obama’s appearance at the
University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill.

— Associated Press

For more news, visit
dailyiowan.com
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