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FATAL FALL RAISES QUESTIONS

UNSIYARI IS A QUIET AND COLD TOWN NESTLED
AT THE BASE OF SOME OF THE HIGHEST PEAKS OF
THE HIMALAYAS IN NORTHERN INDIA. DURING
THE MONTH OF DECEMBER, THE CRACKED NAR-

ROW ROADS RUNNING THROUGH THE CENTER OF TOWN ARE
SPARSELY POPULATED, AND LOCAL BUSINESSES TEND NOT TO OPEN
UNTIL LATE AFTERNOON. BUT THIS NORMALLY SLEEPY TOWN OF
OVER 12,000 WAS WIDE-AWAKE JUST A FEW MONTHS EARLIER IN
THE AFTERMATH OF THE TRAGIC DEATH OF UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
STUDENT TOM PLOTKIN.

THE UI SOPHOMORE WAS ENROLLED IN THE SEMESTER IN
INDIA COURSE WITH THE NATIONAL OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP
SCHOOL, BASED IN WYOMING. THIS PROGRAM PROVIDES
AMERICAN STUDENTS WITH AN OUTDOOR CULTURAL EXPERIENCE
IN AND AROUND SOME OF THE HIGHEST VILLAGES IN INDIA.
WHILE THE AVERAGE STUDENTS’ TRIPS TEACH THEM HIKING,
MOUNTAINEERING, AND LEADERSHIP SKILLS, PLOTKIN’S ADVEN-
TURE CAME TO A TRAGICALLY ABRUPT END ON SEPT. 22, 2011.
ON THAT DAY, THE YOUNG EXPLORER REPORTEDLY LOST HIS
FOOTING AND FELL MORE THAN 250 FEET INTO THE GORIGANGA
RIVER.

SEARCH EFFORTS CONTINUED FOR THE NEXT 20 DAYS WITH
MORE THAN SEVEN LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL DEPARTMENTS
INVOLVED, BUT PLOTKIN’S BODY HAS NEVER BEEN DISCOVERED. A
FALL FROM THE ROCKY TRAIL ON WHICH HE HIKED, DOWN THE
STEEP — NEARLY 90-DEGREE SLOPE — INTO THE VERY COLD
RAPID WATERS OF THE GORIGANGA RIVER, LEFT VERY LITTLE
CHANCE FOR SURVIVAL. BUT INDIAN GOVERNMENTAL OFFICIALS
AND LOCALS INTERVIEWED ON SITE BY A DAILY IOWAN REPORTER
HAVE RAISED QUESTIONS REGARDING THE TIMELINESS OF SEARCH
EFFORTS, AS WELL AS THE INTELLIGENCE OF TREKKING IN THE
RAIN AS EVENING APPROACHED.

M

FOR THE REST OF THE STORY, TURN TO PAGE 6

THE FALL
Details of the fall come directly from an

internal School investigation, as well as a sub-
sequent Indian government report that was
obtained by The Daily Iowan late last week.

Plotkin’s journey in India began on Aug. 26,
when he and 14 other students visited
Ranikhet to complete a five-day wilderness
advanced first-aid course.

The School, in India, is
based in Ranikhet, a former
summer retreat for British
imperialists, and it is one of
the biggest towns in the moun-
tainous state of Uttarakhand.

The group departed for
Munsiyari — a 150-mile car
ride — on Sept. 4 and began
the hiking section of their
course. The members were
broken up into three hiking groups and
assigned leadership roles as a method of
teaching the students to focus on navigation,
self-governance, and risk management.

For the first 18 days, they hiked more than
37 miles through the Goriganga Valley, but on
the 15th day of hiking, up to heights of 14,000
feet, Plotkin “developed signs and symptoms of
altitude illness,”according to the School report.

Plotkin’s symptoms reportedly subsided,
and on the 19th day of hiking — Sept. 22 — he
was rotated into the position of group leader.

At 1 p.m. that day, the hikers reached Rara-
gari, their planned campsite for the night. But
Plotkin, the other group leaders, and two hik-
ing instructors reportedly decided to move on
because of uncomfortable sleeping conditions.

“The campsite at Raragari was dirty and
full of sheep.There was poop all around,and it
smelled very bad,” said Katie Sierks, a student
in Plotkin’s group, who is now back home in

Minnesota. “Everyone agreed that we should
move on, because we had enough time.”

Around 4 p.m.,reports say all three groups had
stopped at a chai tea shop for a quick respite in
Rupsia Bagar.

But with nighttime approaching and a
steady drizzle falling, they apparently forged
through the mountains another two miles
toward Lilam Village. This ultimately cost
Plotkin his life.

Ravi Kumar, the program manager of the
School in India, said the decision to hike in the
rain was not abnormal because “they had
hiked in the rain for about 12 days before this
accident.And it was a planned trail.”

Plotkin’s was the last group to leave the
chai shop.Two instructors remained behind in
order to trail the groups to provide minimal
involvement and promote student leadership,
according to the School’s report.

According to the School’s report, Plotkin’s
group caught up with and overtook the second
group led by another student. The 6-foot-wide
path they hiked clung to the mountainside
and was strewn with flat wet rocks. A sharp
drop-off to the left of the hikers stretched
down hundreds of feet to the rushing Gorigan-
ga River, reports show. Not 15 minutes after
leaving the shop at 5 p.m., Plotkin was
descending the path when his left foot report-
edly slipped inward.

The School’s report details Plotkin’s fall and
subsequent disappearance.

“His upper body was observed to twist to his
right as he fell, and he landed in a seated posi-
tion near the edge of the trail. His backpack
pulled him over backwards, and because he
had landed so close to the edge of the trail,
there wasn’t any level ground to fall onto, and
he fell backwards and head-first off the trail.

“The students gathered near the edge and
yelled his name, but there was no response.”

A pair of bells still hang at the
site where then-UI student

Tom Plotkin reportedly slipped
and fell more than 250 feet into
the Goriganga River during his

Himalayan trek in September
2011. The trail of flat rocks is

usually wet during the rainy
season, which lasts from mid-

August to mid-September.

BY RISHABH R. JAIN
rishabh-jain@uiowa.edu

Plotkin
former UI student

CORRECTION
In Monday’s article “Helmet bill dead, but some still push for moped
safety,” the DI incorrectly reported that the run/walkathon had not yet
been scheduled. The event has been scheduled for March 31 at 9 a.m.
The DI regrets the error.
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Chinese students
react

The Daily Iowan spoke with
several Chinese students
about Vice President Xi
Jinping’s visit to Iowa on
Wednesday. Students also
spoke about their thoughts
on the relationship between
the state of Iowa and China.

YYeebboo ZZhhaanngg,, 2211,, ssoopphhoommoorree,,
CChhiinnaa  
“It’s really a
big event for
our Chinese
students,
especially
who study
abroad. Actually, we are lucky
to have a chance to welcome
him at a foreign country. This
vice president also visited
Iowa like 20 or 30 years ago,
and then I think he went here
again for some very important
meetings. This is also an offi-
cial visit to America because
you know he represents
China.”

TToonngg GGee,, 1199,, ffrreesshhmmaann,,
NNaannttoonngg,,
CChhiinnaa 
“I feel very
proud of it,
and I think if
he comes [to
Iowa], our university will
become more famous in China.
So it’s good for us. You can see
too many people here, and
many Chinese students like to
go to the University of Iowa. I
think [the UI] is very famous in
China. Maybe it’s a good thing
for Chinese students to start
here.”

CCiinnddyy XXiiee,, 2200,, ssoopphhoommoorree,,
CChhiiccaaggoo –– CChhiinneessee ddeesscceenntt
“Um, I guess it’s cool. It’s nice to
know that, I guess, Iowa’s not as
closed off as I
assumed it is
that people like
[Xi] actually
come here.
[But] apart from the international
program, no. I don’t know, talk to
anyone white here. Do they know
much about Asia, unless they
take a course on it or something?
There’s no relationship between
students who actually go here
and international students. They
just kind of stay separate. So
even if there is an exchange pro-
gram here, [that does] not neces-
sarily mean that there is inter-
change between students here
and international students.”

RRaann XXuu,, 2200,, jjuunniioorr,, SShhaanngghhaaii,,
CChhiinnaa  
“[I’m] a little bit surprised
because I don’t
really know why
the reason he’s
being here. It’s
kind of an
important
memory, but is there any political
meaning about his visit here? I’m
not really sure about it. Maybe
the education [connection is
good], but the other part, not
really. I don’t feel we have strong
business connection between
China or political connection
between China and Iowa.”

CChheenn PPoonngg,, 2211,, ssoopphhoommoorree,,
HHaannggzzhhoouu,, CChhiinnaa
“I think it’s a very good thing. It’s
very exciting. I think it’s kind of
a very good
opportunity
for China and
the United
States to pro-
mote their
relationships
in terms of economy and a
lot of important stuff, and so
I think it’s a good thing. Iowa
is a big state of agriculture,
and China is also a very big
country that has a very big
agricultural industry. A lot of peo-
ple are always working on the
farmland, and so I think it’s kind
of a big connection.”

SSuunn YYiilliinn,, 2222,, aalluumm,, HHeennaann,,
CChhiinnaa  
“I feel it’s, I don’t
know, maybe
[national lead-
ers] want to
increase our
relationship
between China and America. So
as a Chinese [person] I want to
welcome him to here … because
he can feel like Chinese people
are all around the world even
America it still has lots of backup
for him. China is a country that
depends on lots of farmers and
the farmer’s life depends on agri-
culture and so Iowa is a place
they have corn they have most
important technique on agricul-
ture, so I think that if they can
help each other they will improve
together.”

—By Chastity Dillard

By DORA GROTE
dora-grote@uiowa.edu

MUSCATINE — Wash-
ington, D.C., Los Angeles,
and Muscatine.

The eastern Iowa town of
around 20,000 might seem
in odd company, but it’s no
accident that Iowa is one of
the stops on Chinese Vice
President Xi Jinping’s U.S.
trip this week.

Xi visited Muscatine —
the same town he visited in
1985 — and Des Moines
Wednesday night.

“Coming here is really
like coming back to home,”
Xi said during a reception
at a Muscatine home,
according to a pool report.
“You can’t even imagine
what a deep impression I
had from my visit 27 years
ago to Muscatine, because
you were the first group of
Americans that I came into
contact with. My impres-
sion of the country came
from you. For me, you are
America.”

One expert said the visit
has the potential to ease polit-
ical differences between the
countries that cause trade
issues. But the trip is impor-
tant for other reasons, UI
political-science Professor
Wenfang Tang said.

“A reason for him coming
is to show the American
public he can be personal,
too, and is not just a leader
from a far away country
who is way above ordinary
people,” Tang said.

Chuanren Ke, the direc-
tor of the UI Confucius
Institute, agreed.

“This is a chance to see a
China leader in action,” Ke
said at the event. “This
kind of visit is to show that
he is down to earth. It’s a
good thing.”

Iowa and China have
strong ties.

Iowa exported $599 mil-
lion in goods to China in

2010 and imported $1 bil-
lion — making China
Iowa’s second-largest
import trading partner,
according to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau.

During a toast to Xi
Wednesday night, Gov.
Terry Branstad — who was
also occupied the governor’s
mansion during the Xi’s
first visit in 1985 — high-
lighted the state’s trade
relationship with China.

“We are proud of our
mutually beneficial trading
partnerships with China,
and Iowa farmers are
proud to harvest safe and
reliable agricultural prod-
ucts for use by the people of
China,” Branstad said. “We
hope to build upon these
partnerships in related
areas where Iowa leads the
world, such as biotechnolo-
gy, advanced manufactur-
ing, food processing, and
financial services.”

Agriculture is playing a
major role in this visit as well.

“We export a lot of soy-
beans and corn and farm
machinery to China,” said
Terry Boles, UI director of
the Institute for Interna-
tional Business. “He wants
to highlight some of the
trade relationships, but he
also remembered his time
here and wanted to come
back.”

Agricultural goods aren’t
the only things passed
between China and Iowa:
The number of Chinese stu-
dents studying here has
spiked in recent years.

The UI saw an increase
of 1,146 Chinese students
from 2005 to 2011, and
Iowa State University saw
an increase of 1,140 during
the same time.

Despite the connections,
not everyone was pleased
with Xi’s visit. Tibetans
protested the Wednesday
event in response to the Chi-
nese government sealing off

Tibet to foreigners and jour-
nalists after Tibetans
demanded freedom.

“Tibet is burning from
ongoing manslaughter,”
said protest spokesman
Sangay Taythi, the general
secretary of the Tibetan
American Foundation of
Minnesota. “Tibetans have
risen up against Chinese
oppression,” he said. “We
are entirely different from
Chinese — our literature,
clothing — we have the
right to our own identity.
We are here today to be the
voice of those who have
been silenced in Tibet.”

But Tang said the protests
won’t create any changes in
Tibet any time soon.

“I think the protesters
want to use the opportunity
to keep the public aware-
ness of Tibet’s lack of
human rights and freedom
in the American public, pri-
marily,” Tang said. “Their
purpose is to keep pressure
on China to improve
human rights in Tibet. But
there is no chance for Tibet
to be independent in the
near future.”

Visit hightlights Iowa-China ties

Chinese and Tibetan demonstrators wait for the arrival of Chinese
Vice President Xi Jinping in Muscatine on Wednesday. Xi came to Iowa
to build a better trade relationship for the and China. (The Daily
Iowan/Melissa Wilson)

               



With Chinese enroll-
ment in Iowa universi-
ties skyrocketing and a
major Chinese diplo-
matic visit underway
this week in Iowa,
Chinese-Iowa relations
have recently mani-
fested themselves in a
view yet unprecedent-
ed. It’s probably
enough for some pun-
dits to worry they’re on
the set of a Red Dawn
remake.

OK, so admittedly,
that may be pushing
the “xenophobia” but-
ton a bit too much.

Still, no one can
deny the current surge
in foreign student-
enrollment at Iowa’s
institutions of higher
learning, especially
from economically
robust nations such as
China and India. Since
2006, Iowa State
University has seen an
increase in undergrad-
uate enrollment of
nearly twentyfold by
Chinese foreign nation-
als. University of Iowa
officials have boasted
the same, while
Grinnell College, one of
the top liberal-arts
institutions in the
country, last year said
one in 10 of its
prospective students
resided in China.

Those numbers have
left many analysts
anxious about what
this trend means for
America’s economic
and entrepreneurial
future. These anxieties
have been presented in
numerous perspectives
as historians, econo-
mists, and educators
alike struggle to
understand exactly
what a mobile, highly
skilled workforce
might mean for
American economic
investment.

However quixotic the
fairy tales of those
refusing to acknowl-
edge economic realities
are, though, the fact
remains that we stand
in a time of transition
for international edu-
cation and that
America must quickly
come up with a plan.

As if obvious, the
growth of international
students at institu-
tions in Iowa is hardly
an isolated occurrence.
For years, the trend of
ever-increasing foreign
student enrollments
has been growing sub-
stantially as institu-
tions look to recruit
highly-qualified
prospects and increase
overall diversity.

In fact, Iowa lags
behind many of her
sister institutions of
the Big Ten. In the Big
Ten, eight institutions
— Illinois, Purdue,
Ohio State, Michigan,
Michigan State,
Indiana, Penn State,
and Minnesota —
made the cut for the

top-20 international
host schools by enroll-
ment for 2011, a list
which the University
of Iowa did not even
break into.

That increase has
led to considerable eco-
nomic growth, at least
in terms of actual
spending. In Iowa, for
example, experts at the
International Institute
of Education assert
foreign student expen-
ditures exceed $280
million annually. Yet
these numbers pale in
comparison with the
overall national expen-
ditures of international
students, which every
year account for many
billions of dollars.

But unlike most
services and products
(as many are quick to
point out), education is
unique in that it
shares many proper-
ties with that of a
long-term investment.
That is to say, students
do not simply help sus-
tain the economy; they
help to spur and culti-
vate further economic
growth. This thinking
has led some to worry
about a potential
American “reverse
brain-drain,” as domes-
tically educated inter-
national students take
their intellectual
investment and skills
back home or else-
where on the globe.
Rational logic would
suggest this trend isn’t
the new normal, but as
American economic
prowess is continually
challenged by job mar-
kets in China, India,
and other rapidly
developing states, the
possibility remains
ominous and requires
creative solutions.

Yet this possibility
does not prove entirely
detrimental. Some sug-
gest the trend will lead
to increased cultural
understanding and aid
in bridging political
divergences. That’s in
addition to the logical
realization that some
foreign students will
inevitably stay in the
United States for the
majority of their
careers, thus contribut-
ing to domestic eco-
nomic growth.

Whatever the case
may be, America’s role
as the primary
provider of advanced
learning in the world
is already well under-
way. As such, it’s
important we come to
recognize the inherent
challenges this role
entails and prepare
accordingly as we
move forward. The
internationalization of
our nation’s higher-
education system is a
train that (seemingly)
cannot be stopped and
we simply cannot
afford to ignore its con-
tinued rise.

After all, we wouldn’t
want to be left in the
dust all over again,
would we?

Adapt to int’l
enrollment
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Much is being said today,
in both social and high-
school circles, of so-called
Tiger Moms and overpro-
tective (or helicopter) par-
ents. My wife and I were
the very antithesis of all
that. As parents, we were
both underwhelming in
our need to regulate and
direct our children’s aca-
demic aspirations. Yet we
managed to help three
daughters make their way
to graduate schools at Har-
vard, Brown, New York
University (Tisch), the
University of Southern
Florida Law School, and a
fourth to an undergradu-
ate degree at University of
California-Santa Barbara.
Here’s how we did it.

First of all, some back-
ground: It helps to have
education in the blood. D.
H. Lawrence once said,
“The ideas of one genera-
tion become the instincts of
the next.” As a native
Japanese, my wife comes
from a long line of academ-
ics. Two of her uncles were
professors — one at Wase-
da and another at Tokyo
University —and her
father was a Buddhist
priest. Moreover, as a cul-
ture, the Japanese are
famous for the respect they
show toward “sensei,” or
teachers.

My background is more
gritty and mundane. I
come from Chicago-Irish
ancestry, blue-collar people
who put more stock in
practical than academic
pursuits. Nonetheless, my
mother taught me to read
when I was 4 years old and
kept me well-supplied with
monthly Landmark books
throughout my formative
years. As a result, in col-

lege, I learned to throw
back Guinness with the
best of them while simulta-
neously reading James
Joyce and Samuel
Beckett.

Oddly, this wide diver-
gence of country and back-
ground may have helped
shape our parenting
skills. When two sides are
as far apart culturally as
my wife and I, perhaps we
learn to better appreciate
diversity and accommo-
date each others’ view-
points. This laissez-
faire attitude — and our
shared appreciation for lit-
erature — no doubt spilled
over into the way we
brought up our four daugh-
ters. Our daughters always
seemed to have a book in
their hands. It wasn’t that
we demanded it; it was just
the natural thing to do.

In fact, around the
house, we demanded very
little. Unlike many par-
ents, who feel compelled to
set rules and regulations
for their charges, monitor
activities, establish cur-
fews and dictate behavior,
we did none of these. We
never saw ourselves as
martinets, certainly not
policemen. Our policy was
simply to figure out what
our children were interest-
ed in and to get interested
in the same things our-
selves. For example, when
our oldest daughter was 3,
she began leaning on the
coffee table in the living
room, with one leg bal-
anced in the air, saying,
“Daddy, look, ballet.” This
kept up for several weeks.
Finally, my wife figured the
child was serious and
enrolled her in dance class,
where she thrived, along

with our second daughter,
who displayed a similar
interest.

When it dawned on me
that this was an activity
that both daughters were
interested in and that it
might last a dozen years, I
turned to my wife and said,
“Hey, honey, no football
players here, just dancers.
Let’s join them.” Subse-
quently, my wife became
an excellent jazz dancer,
and I learned to hold my
own in hip-hop. Stories of
parents forcing unwanted
piano and violin lessons on
their sons and daughters
are legion. I’m sorry, but I
think it’s putting the cart
before the horse. Let the
child determine the activi-
ty, whether art or sport,
and, if possible, join in.

Now I’m not suggesting
parents have to physically
participate in all their chil-
dren’s activities. When our
third daughter, for exam-
ple, decided that sport was
more to her liking than
pirouettes, she was free to
ditch dance and run track.
At that point in our lives,
mywife and I were not ready
to attempt the high hurdles.
But it was enough to show
up for meets and extend
support whenever possible.

And support is really the
name of the game here. I
think autocratic, over-
weening parents miss the
mark. Children are free
spirits full of spontaneity
and enthusiasm. These are
qualities that can’t be
forced and must be nur-
tured. My wife and I both
believe children should be
left to their own devices to
determine their soul’s pur-

pose. It does no good — and
creates long-lasting ill will
— for a parent to force a
child to go in a direction
contradictory to the child’s
purest impulses, whether
those impulses be directed
toward dance, sports, art,
or music.

I think that any goal-ori-
ented activity that carries
with it and engenders dis-
cipline, aesthetics, team-
work, or accomplishment
is valuable in its own right.
Unexpected dividends
accrued to us as parents
having all four children, at
one point or another, pur-
suing dance. Dance is a
particularly precise and
exacting activity. Concen-
tration, coordination, and
discipline all go hand-in-
hand to make up the
mind-set of a dancer. And
this mind-set carries over
into other areas, specifical-
ly into academics. I have
no doubt our daughters
ended up disciplined and
conscientious students as
a direct result of their par-
ticipation in dance.

This may seem contro-
versial to most parents,
but my wife and I had only
three rules for our daugh-
ters: (1) Don’t drive
drunk; (2) Don’t do hard
drugs; (3) Don’t get preg-
nant. And please call us,
whatever the time, what-
ever the reason, if you need
help in any way. No ques-
tions asked.

TToomm CClleemmeennttss is a father of four

daughters. His new book, How to
Write a KILLER SAT Essay … in 25

Minutes or Less, is available for pur-

chase at Amazon.com.

MATT HEINZE
matthew-heinze@uiowa.edu

The Iowa Senate Republicans recently proposed to
reinstate the state’s death penalty for those who kill a
child in commission with rape or kidnapping.

Senate File 2095  is not fiscally viable, is not the most
effective means of determent, and will not provide the
most severe means of punishment in the eyes of the
criminal. For these reasons, the bill should hardly be
considered and will, hopefully, be killed early in its
development.

While one might think that killing a prisoner would
be less expensive than housing the same person for
remainder of her or his life, exactly the opposite is true.
In New Jersey, the death penalty was found to cost tax-
payers an additional $253 million over a 20-year period.
In federal court death-penalty cases, the average cost is
nearly eight times that of a murder case not seeking the
death penalty. The total cost of Indiana’s death penalty
was 38 percent greater than comparable cases not car-
rying out the capital sentence.

California’s death penalty was found to cost the state
$137 million per year — an estimation considered to be
conservative. An alternative proposal imposing a maxi-
mum penalty of life in prison without parole, by compar-
ison, is projected to cost $11.5 million per year — rough-
ly 8 percent of the current cost.

SAFE California is an organization pushing a propos-
al to mandate life in prison without parole as the maxi-
mum penalty.

“Public opinion has shifted in the past several years,
and when voters consider the total cost of the death
penalty, they are more likely to support replacing the
death penalty with life in prison with no chance of
parole,” said Ana Camaora, an assistant campaign man-
ager of the SAFE California campaign. “… (W)hile we
funnel millions of dollars into the death penalty, we let
other things go to the wayside. For instance, in
California unsolved murder and unsolved rape, nearly
46 percent of murders go unsolved and 56 percent of
reported rapes go unsolved each year while we funnel
millions of dollars in a death penalty that doesn’t really
execute people.”

Camaora noted that only 13 people have been execut-
ed in the state since the law’s reinstatement while 720
others wait on death row.

SF 2095 would likely be even less cost-effective per
sentence, as it applies to a narrow range of crimes but
still requires several inherent costs, such as more costly
trials, appeals required to be heard by the Supreme
Court, as well as specialized housing costs.

Proponents of the bill argue that the death penalty
will act as the ultimate determent to committing mur-
der. This assumes, of course, that the death penalty is
the ultimate penalty — but this also is not the case.
Recent research suggests that a timely death may be
preferred by inmates rather than life in prison.

A 2008 report published in the Prison Journal sur-
veyed convicted inmates and asked whether they pre-
ferred the death penalty to life in prison without parole.
The results were split down the middle, with many
responding to be indifferent between the two.

In January, ABC News reported that the number of
inmates in effect requesting execution tripled between
1980 and 2002. In the article, the reporter detailed the
efforts of South Carolina appellate attorney Joe Savitz,
who wished to prevent the state from executing a man
convicted of killing his child.

“He does not see the death sentence as punishment.
He sees it as an escape from punishment,” Savitz said.
“He believes that he will be reunited with his first wife
and the child that he killed, Maggie. He wants to die and
has gotten the state to help him carry it out in what is
essentially a state-assisted suicide. He is not doing this
because he feels a sense of remorse.”

The preference of death to life in prison is also evi-
denced by elevated suicide rates among death-row
inmates — who are most often supervised to the high-
est extent. The suicide rate for the general prison popu-
lation is approximately 32 per 100,000 inmates, accord-
ing to the National Institute of Corrections. The death-
row suicide rate was found to be 113 per 100,000
inmates by the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey,
which means death row inmates are 250 percent more
likely to commit suicide than the general inmate popu-
lation.

The death penalty is both an ineffective deterrent to
violent crime and is incredibly cost-inefficient. Our
funds would be better put to use in other areas, such as
education, mental health, and law enforcement — all of
which have been proven to deter violent crime.

“We often hear the death penalty is needed to keep us
safe, but that is not the case in California. In California,
we believe that our resources are better spent prevent-
ing crime and solving crime,” said Camaora. “The most
effective way of preventing crime is to solve it.”

How we parented four girls to success

Your turn. Should the death penalty be reinstated at all?
Weigh in at dailyiowan.com.

Death penalty is costly and
ineffective no matter the case
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University of Iowa stu-
dents still using the Field
House will eventually
have to find a new
entrance.

In order to accomodate
the construction of the
new UI Children’s Hospi-
tal, officials plan to build a
two-lane roadway through
the present location of the
Field House’s “Main
Street” entrance. The
changes would also elimi-
nate a small section of the
building’s south basket-
ball courts.

Officials have yet to
determine a specific cost
for the demolition and
road construction, though
Recreational Services
Director Harry Ostrander
said the price will likely
be several million dollars.

The project is just a
part of plans to eventually
eliminate the Field House
entirely and move its
operations to a space con-
nected to the south end of
the Campus Recreation &
Wellness Center.

With the roadway
through the Field House
set for a completion date
of June 2013, Ostrander
said, Phase Two will be
delayed.

“I think it would be
great if in fact the hospital

says that we can forgo this
whole process and move
into Phase Two,” he said.
“But that’s money that’s
not available at the cur-
rent time.”

Rod Lehnertz, the UI
Facilities Management
director of plannining,
design, and construction,
said officials made the
decisions after meeting
with contractors and
architects.

“As we endeavor to con-
struct [the Children’s
Hospital] project, the con-
sultants have identified
the need to have two
entrances to the hospital,”
Lehnertz said. “The traffic
consultants found that
without a way out of [the
south main entrance of
the hospital], it would cre-
ate bottlenecks within
traffic.”

But he said students
and patients would expe-
rience invonveniences
with or without construc-
tion.

“Without [building the
roadway], we could create
inconveniences for people
visiting the UIHC as far as
those accessing the Field
House itself,” he said.

UI spokesman Tom
Moore agreed traffic is a
problem.

“The whole [reason for
demolition of parts of the
Field House] is to enhance
accessibility for our
patients and visitors,”
Moore said.

Even though hospital
officials say that the road-
way will fix inconveniences
for patients, Ostrander
acknowledged the con-
struction period will create
complications for students
and Iowa City residents
who use the Field House.

“There will be some
inconvenience during the
construction period,”
Ostrander said. “Hopefully,
we’ll come up with a solu-
tion that works for every-
one during the planning
period.”

According to officials
working on the project, the
hope is that there will only
be a four-month planning
period before starting  
construction.

By JORDYN REILAND
jordyn-reiland@uiowa.edu 

Though local government
leaders hold forums for com-
munity input, one expert
said increased technology
may hinder the process.

University of Iowa sociol-
ogy Professor Kevin Leicht
said new technology makes
it easier and faster for the
public to connect with offi-
cials. This increased access
using email and phone often
leads to a decrease in event
attendance.

“There has been a drop off
in attendance in events
such as meetings in part
because people can commu-
nicate with legislators,”
Leicht said. “They don’t
have to show up to express
their feelings.”

However, roughly 20 peo-
ple crowded into a small
Coralville coffeehouse to
speak with Iowa City School
Board members during
their first listening post
Wednesday. School Board
members have said improv-
ing transparency is the
biggest priority among sev-
eral other goals they have
developed this year.

School Board member
Jeff McGinness sad he was
pleased with the first meet-
ings attendance.

“I was shocked when I
arrived… [and] glad to have
such a big turnout, especial-
ly when most people are at
work,” he said.

Other area officials,

including Johnson County
Supervisor Terrence Neuzil
and Iowa City City Coun-
cilor Jim Throgmorton also
hold listening posts.

“Elected officials should
make themselves accessible
to the community,” said
Neuzil, who has held the
posts since 2001. “I think it’s
just another way for the
community to reach out to
elected officials.”

Neuzil said he has seen a
decrease in attendance
since he first started, but he
will continue to reach out to
the community. He said the
most he has seen in atten-
dance was 11, and some-
times, he has none.

Throgmorton also said
having a smaller crowd can
provide better discussion.

“It’s best to have a small
number so that you can
really engage in a conversa-
tion,” he said.

All the officials agree,
however, face-to-face contact
is important.

“[During meetings] com-
munity comment limits
meaningful comment, [and]
having this helps,” McGin-
ness said. “I hope this envi-
ronment fosters communi-
cation.”

To combat the decrease in
attendance, Neuzil said he
travels to the smaller areas
in the county and suggested
the School Board does the
same.

“Try to get out and diver-
sify to different locations,”
he said. “Transparency in

government is absolutely
essential.”

Neuzil said constituents
still see technology as an
easier way of communica-
tion.

“I get 200 emails to every
one phone call, and when I
started this I used to get
about 40 emails for every
phone call,” Neuzil said.
“The technology age has
really changed the way peo-
ple communicate.”

Throgmorton said he uses
technology to connect with
his constituents.

“I find [social media] a
pretty fruitful way of send-
ing out messages, but I have
not found it to be a good way
to interact with people,” he
said.

Kenny Funk, one commu-
nity member who attended
the School Board listening
post, said the events are
already improving the
board’s goal of transparency.

“I think this is a great
idea,” Funk said. “I didn’t
think the school board was
that easy to approach
[beforehand].”

After the discussion,
board members said they
hope to have a dialogue with
the rest of the board to dis-
cuss the concerns brought
up by the community.

“As we keep having these,
we need to use the best of
the time that we have,”
McGinness said. “How we
use the information is most
important.”

Field House faces change

Similar
Facilities  
Some features that both
the Field House and
Campus Recreation &
Wellness Center boast:
• Basketball and Volleyball
Courts 
• Pools 
• Saunas
• Jogging track

Source: Campus Recreation &
Wellness Center and Field House

Officials 

ON THE ROAD

Demolition and reconstruction of select parts of the Field
House is projected to be completed by June of 2013. 

The entrance to the UI Field House in 2009. The university is planning to demolish this part of the
building in order to build a road as part of the construction of the new UI Children’s Hospital. (The Daily
Iowan/File Photo)

Officials seek transparency

Pico Iyer, one of the most globally celebrated travel writers, read from his new work on Wednesday in Van
Allen Hall. Iyer is the author of more than a dozen books, including Video Night in Kathmandu, Falling Off
the Map: Some Lonely Places of the World, and The Open Road: The Global Journey of the Fourteenth
Dalai Lama. (The Daily Iowan/Chastity Dillard)

            



THE SEARCH
According to the magisterial report — the

official Indian government response to the
incident — two students directly behind
Plotkin saw him fall, and both described the
path as being “slippery.”

The School report states two students imme-
diately hiked back to the chai shop to inform
the instructors, who then hurried to the site.
The same two students were then sent ahead
to Lilam Village — less than a mile downhill
from the spot of the accident — to retrieve
ropes and webbing from another group that
had reached the night’s destination.

In a move that was later questioned by local
officials, all the group members, including the
ones who had reached Lilam Village, hiked
back up the trail to Rupsia Bagar, where they
camped for the next two nights. Local officials
later derided the decision to hike the wet trail
as night fell for any longer than necessary.

The instructors reportedly attempted to rap-
pel down the slope and begin searching for any
sign of Plotkin, an effort that the School claims
embodies its ideal of “self-sustenance.” But no
immediate outreach was made to locals in and
around the area.

“At [the School], the first level of defense we
teach is self-sustenance.As long as we can deal
with all of those issues in the wilderness, we
should be able to do it with our own resources,”
said Kumar, the School official. “Only when
our resources get exhausted, and we need
additional help, is when we start looking for
additional help.”

But despite the reliance on self-sufficiency,
Kumar admitted the instructors lacked the
right equipment because the trek
was a long-term backpacking excur-
sion — the instructors were not car-
rying ropes that could reach the river.

Instead of contacting officials in
Lilam Village or Munsiyari — each
no more than 7 miles from the site of
the fall — School instructors decided
to contact their headquarters in
Ranikhet, more than 150 miles away.

They also emailed the U.S.
Embassy in India at around 10 p.m.
later that day to request a helicopter,
said Bruce Palmer, a spokesman for
the School. The helicopters began
searching by noon the next day.

Equipment from Ranikhet — on
vehicles that because of the road con-
ditions, could only drive an average of
15 mph — reached Lilam Village at
around 8 a.m. the next day, Sept. 23.

Local officials were flabbergasted
at not being contacted directly after
the fall.

“We told [the School] they should
have informed us in the evening, and
we would have contacted the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police post,” said
Jaswant Rathore, the head of the
police for Munsiyari, speaking in Hindi. “If
they informed us on time, rescue efforts could
have begun by 6 p.m. on the same day.”

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police supply post is
located less than a mile from where Plotkin fell.

Speaking in Hindi, “We handle all kinds of
rescue efforts in this area ranging from natu-
ral disasters, buses falling over, or people
falling over,” said Pragdott Joshi, a subinspec-
tor of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police. “All our
soldiers are deployed as soon as we are notified
and provide any kind of assistance needed.”

But the School continued its own rescue
efforts upon the arrival of the equipment.

Rathore said he got a whiff of the happen-
ings and began organizing seven different
local search teams by 5 a.m. Sept. 23.

“[The School] rescue team was working inde-
pendently. It was hesitant to give us any infor-
mation,” Rathore said, remembering that by the
end of Sept. 23, his agency had more than 50
people from local departments helping in the
search while even more posts in villages located
downstream were ordered to scan the river.

But School program manager Kumar said
there were reasons for wanting independence.

“[The locals], their training was so rudimen-
tary,” he said. “They had no competencies or the
equipment that is required to go down the
mountain.They were doing some random stuff.”

However, Rathore said, the Munsiyari police
headquarters had ample search and rescue
equipment, and a local search team from Mun-
siyari rappelled and recovered Plotkin’s back-
pack. Along with his jacket and headlamp
recovered by a School team, those are the only
three items found from the accident.

LOCAL RESPONSE
Locals in the area were shocked and saddened

that an accident of this nature had occurred.
Harimal Singh, a 76-year-old chai-shop

owner who has lived his entire life in Lilam
Village, said this was only the second such
incident with a foreigner on that route.

Sitting stiffly, his arms folded against his
chest, Singh recollected watching helicopters
zip past his shop.

“They would fly by that close,” he said in bro-
ken Hindi, pointing to the valley, just meters
away from his shop, which also marks the
entry point for Lilam Village.

Though relieved that noisy search efforts
had now ceased, he was astounded that the
School didn’t tell anyone in Lilam Village
about the accident.

“They came back down this way and didn’t
even tell us what had happened before pro-
ceeding downhill,” Singh said. “The next day,

they came back up this way, and we were sur-
prised to see them again. So we asked them
why they had come back, and that is when
they told us that one of their students had fall-
en into the river.”

Puranchandra Pandey, 43, is a local news
correspondent who owns and operates Hotel
Pandey Lodge — a chic glass structure that
looks almost out of place in the rural town of
Munsiyari.

Commonly known as Pandey Jee, Pandey
has his hands in all of Munsiyari’s happenings
and helped the Daily Iowan reporter set up
interviews with local authorities.

“You are here about the American boy who
fell, aren’t you?” said Pandey before pulling up
a chair in his restaurant to join the reporter for
a conversation over a lunch of rice, daal, and
spiced potatoes.

“It basically gives us and Munsiyari a bad
name,” said Pandey, who says he housed more
than 200 foreigners at his hotel in 2011.

Pandey had been following the case since
the very beginning, and said the School was
rather unresponsive to local journalists.

“They came across as very shrewd diplomats
to me,” Pandey said. “When I and other local
journalists tried to get some answers from
them, they would just give us numbers of [the
School] in the United States. And frankly
speaking, when I called that number, the
response I got was they didn’t have time to dis-
cuss this issue.”

Even local government officials said they
had difficulty obtaining pertinent information
from the School and its directors.

Rathore, the head of police for Munsiyari,
said he was annoyed by what he perceived as

the School’s aloofness, and when the group’s
representatives finally spoke with him, they
provided little information.

“Representatives from [the School] finally
reported this incident on the afternoon of Sept
24,” he said. “They filed a first incident report
stating merely that Thomas Plotkin disap-
peared somewhere between Malchu and Lilam
Village.”

However, Bruce Palmer, Director of Admis-
sions and Marketing for the National Outdoor
Leadership School in the United States, said the
organization had decided to make immediate
contact with the U.S. Embassy in India and had
worked through that channel in order to get a
helicopter to the scene as soon as possible, as
opposed to speaking directly with local officials.

“What we were doing was putting all hands
on deck, moving equipment from a ways away,
getting it there and getting people staged,” he
said. “We also had 14 other students that we
were dealing with. We were immediately in
touch with Plotkin’s family and helping them
with their needs. I think we were trying to
cover as many bases as imminently possible
during the circumstances.”

TRAINING AND TRAILS
Munsiyari attracts more than 4,000 foreign

tourists every year, and most of them visit the
region to hike the jagged trails carved into the
Himalayas that used to serve as trade routes
between India and Tibet.

But while thousands of foreigners flock to
these mountains every year, at 7,200 feet
above sea level, Mother Nature can be unpre-
dictable and often perilous.

Elizabeth Brenner, Plotkin’s mother, says
one student in Plotkin’s group spoke to her at
length regarding the conditions they faced on
the night of Plotkin’s fall.

“They did not anticipate what it would mean
to hike this trail for longer than anticipated,
into near darkness, in the rain, with the trail
strewn with so many wet rocks,” Brenner said,
remembering the student told her that as a
group, they had decided to keep hiking from
the originally planned campsite in Raragari to
Lilam Village. “She said that other students
were slipping and falling, including herself,
and that they were tired and afraid.”

But not all hikers felt the conditions were so
intimidating.

“The trails themselves aren’t the best,” said
Sierks, a student in Plotkin’s group. “They
were somewhat slippery during descent
because it was drizzling. The spot where Tom
fell from wasn’t slippery at all. Ten or 15 min-
utes behind that it was slippery, but if you

were careful, it wasn’t ridiculously slippery.”
The monsoon season — which lasts from

mid-August to mid-September and fell during
the  School’s backpacking course — does lead
to many disasters in the state. In 2010’s mon-
soon season, more than 20,000 homes were
destroyed in the region from landsides, flash
floods, and other natural disasters. And
according to locals, even villagers who are
well-versed with these paths sometimes lose
their footing and fall.

The School’s students are reportedly
required to sign an agreement acknowledging
the potential dangers of the trip, such as
“rivers that may be swollen” and “slopes where
rocks can fall,” Palmer said. Yet he admits,
“you can’t possibly list out all the things that
could happen.”

Though the School doesn’t have any pre-train-
ing program for these students, they are required
“to be fit” before taking on a School course.

“What we suggest is that people sign up six
to eight months in advance, and the School
basically gives them enough input on staying
physically fit,” Kumar said. “The fitter the stu-
dents come on a [School] course, the more they
will be able to enjoy the adversities.”

Palmer said students also learn essentials
on the course from instructors who go through
a very comprehensive training process, includ-
ing a 30-day School instructor course in the
United States.

“All our courses are open to any student who
is fit, who is motivated, and who is willing to
learn the skills that we are teaching,” he said.
“What we do is, we teach people how to do it,
and then we go and do it. So you are learning

by doing it, but you’re getting instruc-
tions before doing it.”

Sierks said even though she wasn’t
screened for fitness before starting the
course, she was given instructions to
be physically fit and a list of some
exercises that would help her get in
shape.

The University of Iowa claims no
responsibility for preparing any stu-
dent who takes a spot on a program
not affiliated with the university, said
John Rogers, the assistant director of
the UI International Programs.

“While students are participating in
non-UI-affiliated study-abroad oppor-
tunities, the external organization is
primarily responsible for their health
and safety,” he said.

The UI has no direct affiliation or
financial relationship with the School,
but four UI students have attended
the organization’s courses in the last
two years, and Rogers said university
officials are always willing to provide
any support they can for the protection
and safety of their students.

REMEMBERING PLOTKIN
At 6-3, broad-shouldered and known to be

warm and affectionate, Plotkin studied inter-
national business at UI and also played
lacrosse and hockey.

In a heartfelt eulogy delivered at a memorial
service for him held in November at the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church in Minneapolis,
Daniel Plotkin, Plotkin’s middle brother,
described him as “larger than life.”

“At a young age, Thomas was quiet but cal-
culating,” he said. “Always thinking. He
excelled in nearly everything he took on.
School was too easy, sports came to him natu-
rally, Thomas never had to push. I saw him
growing up. He was bored. His being thirsted
for more and wanted to push boundaries con-
stantly. He was larger than life.”

Brenner initially refused to talk to the DI in
September because she was too grief-stricken
in the aftermath of her son’s death. By Janu-
ary, she was ready.

“The first thing I said to [the School] was
bring my son back,” she said. “And then I start-
ed to figure out he is not going to come back
alive. Then my reaction was bring my son’s
body back.And then there was the point where
I just wanted to know the truth.”

In describing her life with Plotkin, Brenner
said her youngest son had moved from San
Diego to Minnesota with her after her 26-year-
old marriage ended. It was a difficult move for
both of them.

“But Tom was the one who adapted first. He
made the high-school hockey team, and he
made friends,” Brenner said. “He always
smiled. He always hugged hello and goodbye.
And I think, gradually, what he really got was
how to see difficulties as challenges, how to use
it as a means to self-discovery, how to reshape
his life by reshaping himself. These are the les-
sons most of us don’t learn, or don’t learn until
much later.”

Academically, Brenner said, Plotkin was
inclined toward studying a cross among eco-
nomics, agriculture and policymaking — try-
ing to decipher ways to use the land and allo-
cate resources efficiently.

Plotkin was very enthusiastic about being in
India and wrote back to Brenner how happy
he was with his choice.

“When I took him to the airport, I hugged
him and told him that you are going on an
adventure,” Brenner said. “Write in your jour-
nal every day and bring back all your stories.”

Then, she paused.
“But I completely expected to go to the air-

port and pick him up in November.”
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AFTER FALL, A CONFUSING SEARCH FOR A MISSING STUDENT

THE DAY OF THE FALL

The hill town of Munsiyari as seen from higher ground. With a population of more than 12,000, Munsiyari was the
largest city near where Tom Plotkin fell.

Cows cross a weathered bridge that marks the ascent to Lilam Village.
These mountain trails are sparsely traveled, and there is a greater prob-
ability of spotting domesticated animals than human beings.

Harimal Singh sits outside his chai shop in Lilam Village. Singh, who has lived his
entire life in the village, said a lot of people hiked up the trail that runs by his shop in
the aftermath of Plotkin’s death.

Plotkin’s group departs Nahar
Devi, planning to hike 5.6 miles

to that night’s destination of Raragari.

Raragari is deemed 
unsuitable for camping;

student leaders decide to continue
onward to Lilam Village, 5.6 miles away.

Light rain begins to fall.
Groups stop at a chai shop

in Rupsia Bagar. They leave by 5 p.m.

9 A.M

1:30 P.M.

4 P.M.

THE FINAL REPORT
A confidential Indian government report — compiled by

Jaswant Rathore, the Sub-Divisional Magistrate of Munsiyari —
was obtained by The Daily Iowan in the original Hindi.

Translated by Daily Iowan reporter Rishabh Jain from Hindi
to English, what follows below comes directly from the conclu-
sion of the report.

"On 22/09/2011, when Thomas Plotkin reportedly fell into
the Gori river at around 5:20 p.m., NOLS group leaders and
other members should have immediately taken assistance from
villagers and Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) situated at a
distance of only one and a half kilometers from the site of the
fall. However, this was not done. One never knows whether it
could have been possible to find Thomas Plotkin with the assis-
tance of villagers and ITBP on that very day. It is therefore,
regrettable that the sub-divisional administration was informed
late. The path to Milam Glacier comprises a tough terrain and is
very bad in some instances. Keeping these adverse geographical
conditions in mind, the possibility of an accident can never be
denied, and hence it does not seem proper to have trekked that
path during the evening and under a light drizzle."
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ARCH FOR A MISSING STUDENT

THE FALL: SEPTEMBER 22, 2011

gher ground. With a population of more than 12,000, Munsiyari was the

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police Post in
Munsiyari. The police provide help dur-
ing all kinds of natural disasters in the
area, and another post was located not
more than a mile away from the spot of
Plotkin’s fall.

s the ascent to Lilam Village.
and there is a greater prob-

a human beings.

The Milam Glacier trail as it curves around the mountain near
Lilam Village. The slope in the area falls an average of 200 feet
into the Goriganga river and can be very steep.

DI reporter Rishabh Jain’s repaired shoe as he stands at the edge of
the trail — very close to the spot of the accident — overlooking the
Goriganga River some 250 feet below. One of the fastest flowing rivers
in the area, the Gori is swollen during the month of September, rising
up to 20 feet higher than what is seen in the photo.

The DI’s trek guide, Ramesh, purchases some aluminum wire in Lilam
Village. A native of a village near Munsiyari, Ramesh met the DI reporter in
Munsiyari and offered to guide him through the Milam Glacier trail.
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Plotkin’s foot reportedly slips
on a wet rock. He is observed
landing in a seated position;

the weight of his backpack quickly appears to
pull him over the edge of the trail and down a
steep slope into the Goriganga River.

Two students hike back to
Rupsia Bagar to inform the

instructors of the accident.

Instructors reach site of fall.
They do not have ropes for an

extensive search down the slope; they send two stu-
dents ahead to Lilam Village for ropes and webbing.

Instructor uses cell phone to
call the School’s manager in

India, Ravi Kumar, based in Ranikhet.

Students return from Lilam
Village with rescue supplies,

as well as all the other hikers who had complet-
ed the day’s trek.  Instructors rappel down the
mountain but cannot reach the river because
the ropes are not long enough.

School staff in Ranikhet drive eight
hours by car to Munsiyari bringing

additional climbing ropes and rescue gear. They
arrive at the accident site at 8:30am on Sept. 23.

A School official calls Plotkin’s par-
ents to inform them of the incident.

Ravi Kumar sends an
email to the U.S.

Embassy in New Delhi to request air
support for search efforts.

The two instructors arrive at Rupsia
Bagar where they, along with all other 
students in the group, would camp for
the next two nights. 

5:15 P.M.

5:30 P.M.

5:45 P.M.

6:10 P.M.

6:45 P.M.

8 P.M.

9 P.M.

10:09 P.M.

SEPT. 23 —12:30 A.M.

THE MAP SHOWS THE MILAM GLACIER

TRAIL THROUGH THE HIMALAYAN

MOUNTAINS IN NORTHERN INDIA

WHERE TOM PLOTKIN AND HIS GROUP

WERE HIKING SOUTHWARD TOWARD

MUNSIYARI.

ALL PHOTOS BY BHUVAN RUSTAGI
GRAPHICS AND LAYOUT BY ALICIA KRAMME

AREA OF DETAIL

SITE OF THE FALL
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By BETH BRATSOS
Bethany.Bratsos@gmail.com

A former University
of Iowa law professor’s
f a mi ly  i s  su ing  the
state of Iowa after he
died of colon cancer in
June 2011 under the
care of  UI Hospitals
and Clinics.

Joyce  Carman, the
widow  o f  Pro f e s so r
David Baldus, said her
husb and  d id  no t
receive proper treat-
ment  and  care  f r om
his  doc to r s  a t  the
UIHC, inc lud ing  a
fa i lure  t o  p roper ly
monitor the condition
of his health and diag-
nose him.

According to court doc-
uments filed in Johnson
County last week, Bal-
dus had a colonoscopy in
September 2004, in
which his doctor found a
small and “completely
benign” polyp, removed
it, and recommended
that Baldus return for
another colonoscopy in
five years. On numerous
occasions between 2004
and 2010, Baldus
requested a repeat
colonoscopy and was told
he did not need one.

He returned to the hos-
pital on Jan. 13, 2010,
with complaints of
abdominal pain and was
diagnosed with narcotic-
induced ileus — a type of
intestinal obstruction —
likely a result of his pre-
scribed pain medication.
He went back again two
days later after increased
abdominal pain and was
eventually diagnosed
with colon cancer.

Baldus died on June 13,
2011, about 18 months
later.

Janine Kokal, a nurse
educator at the Mayo
Clinic Cancer Center, said

colonoscopies are typical-
ly performed once every
10 years starting at age
50, unless someone has
symptoms or a strong
family history of colon
cancer. She said if a polyp
is detected, subsequent
colonoscopies are sched-
uled depending on how
many there are and how
they look.

“If one small one [was
detected] and wasn’t
causing any problems, I’m
guessing they wouldn’t
have you come back every
year, but usually a doctor
would recommend that,”
she said. “It often takes up
to 10 years  to actually
develop into [a] cancerous
polyp.”

Carman, who filed the
lawsuit as the executor of
Baldus’ estate and on
behalf of their two daugh-
ters, said the state of Iowa
is liable for the negligent
acts of its employees and
staff at the UIHC because
they deprived Baldus of
his opportunity to receive
early and proper care that
could have resulted in an
increased life expectancy.

According to the docu-
ments, the family is seek-
ing compensation for
medical costs, burial
costs, and multiple intan-
gible damages.

“[Baldus] developed
mental distractibility,
poor attention and lack of
focus,” the lawsuit states.
“As a result of these symp-
toms he was forced to can-
cel class for the first time
in 40 years.”

UI spokesman Tom
M o o r e  d e c l i n e d  t o
comment on the law-
suit , saying the uni-
versity does not  dis-
cuss matters  involv-
i n g  p e n d i n g  l i t i g a -
t ion.

Family sues
state after death
of teacher

David Baldus
A timeline of events:
• September 2004: Doctors
find “completely benign”
polyp during colonoscopy
• Jan. 13, 2010: Baldus com-
plains of abdominal pain,
diagnosed with narcotic-
induced ileus
• June 13, 2011: Baldus dies of
colon cancer
• Feb. 9, 2012: Baldus’ family
files lawsuit against state
Source: Court documents

The family
alleges 
improper 
treatment and
care on the part
of the
University of
Iowa Hospitals
and Clinics.

By KRISTEN EAST
kristen-east@uiowa.edu

Iowa Department of Edu-
cation officials said schools
and their students should be
more engaged in conversation
about physical education.

State officials have asked
the Iowa Legislature to add
a physical education cate-
gory to the Iowa Core — a
set of academic standards
and expectations for stu-
dents at each grade level.
The bill, currently on the
House floor, could be
passed to the Senate as
early as next week.

Connie Maxson, the
Department of Education’s
bureau chief for teaching and
learning services, said the
change wouldn’t require edu-
cators to teach more, but it
will change how they instruct
their students.

“What it’s going to be is
talking and thinking more
about the body,” she said.
“There’s a big shift on the
whole child, and the notion of
teaching physical literacy.”

Maxson said the content
of the standards will
remain the same but will
be reorganized by ages
instead of by grade levels.

Susie Poulton, the direc-
tor of the School District’s
health and student servic-
es, said the Iowa City
school district is better
than other districts in some
aspects. She said three
schools have PE4Life
grants — money that pro-
vides gym equipment —
and several schools have
promoted Iowa’s Healthiest
State Initiative by partic-
pating in walks.

In 2010, Iowans Fit for
Life officials assessed a
group of third-graders in 29

Iowa school districts and
found that 37 percent were
overweight or obese.

Sarah Taylor Watts, the
physical activity coordina-
tor for Iowans Fit for Life,
said child obesity is a big
problem both in Iowa and
nationwide.

“It would be great to
raise the level of expecta-
tions for physical educa-
tion,” she said. “Anything
we can do to set up the
environment for success
and make physical educa-
tion a priority for students
is great.”

Maxson said though the
expectations haven’t changed,
officials hope the new
approach will better engage
students in healthy lifestyles.

“We already have the
content in the Iowa Code,”
she said. “We just haven’t
had the additional stan-
dards at the grade levels.

There are some things, in
terms of movements, that
students should be able to
do at certain age levels.”

Fighting childhood obesity
has become a topic on the
national level with first lady
Michelle Obama’s “Let’s
Move” campaign. Obama
stopped in Iowa last week to
recognize the campaign’s sec-
ond anniversary.

“Well, believe it or not, if
you eat healthy food, you’re
actually more likely to pass
your tests and to get good
grades in school,” she said
during her visit. “Because
being active and eating
healthy are a big part of
reaching all of your goals.”

The Iowa Core includes
standards for English, math,
science, and social studies.
The academic standards were
signed into law in 2008.

All Iowa high schools
were expected to have a

plan in place for imple-
menting the Iowa Core last
summer, and all schools are
expected to have a plan by
this summer.

Ed Thomas,a physical-edu-
cation consultant for the Edu-
cation Department, said it
was only a matter of time
before officials wanted physi-
cal education standardized.

“It certainly deserves a
place in the strategy … all
studies that we can find
indicate that the more
physically literate a child is
on average, the better they
will perform academically,”
he said.

The change will ulti-
mately allow for consistent
learning opportunities for
Iowa students, Mason said.

“It doesn’t matter where
you go to school in Iowa,”
she said. “You should have
access to good content and
instruction rationale for
Iowa Core standards.”

Officials: Let’s get physical

Children hold up signs while dancing at Michelle Obama’s health event in Des Moines on Feb 9. (The Daily
Iowan/Jacklyn Couppee)
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Log on for full coverage of the Big Ten
women’s swimming championships,
including articles, live results, and a
photo slide show.

WANT L IVE  SWIMMING UPDATES?
Follow DI reporters Tork Mason and Cody Goodwin on Twitter
for live updates from the Big Ten Championships —
@CoachMason33 and @codygoodwin.

BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIPS

Iowa freshman Becky Stoughton swims the first leg of the 800-freestyle relay during the first night of the Big Ten Swimming and Diving Championships in the Campus Recreation & Wellness Center on Wednesday.
Stoughton swam a school-record 1:47.09. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

An Illinois fan cheers during the 200-medley relay on the first night of the Big Ten meet on Wednesday.
(The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Iowa senior Danielle Carty swims the breaststroke in the 200-medley relay on the first night of the Big
Ten meet on Wednesday. (The Daily Iowan/Asmaa Elkeurti)

Iowa’s Karolina Wartalowicz checks her time after swimming a leg of the 800-freestyle relay on the first
night of the Big Ten meet on Wednesday. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Swimmers cool down after the 200-medley relay during the first night of the Big Ten meet on Wednesday.
(The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

Women swimmers
8th

The Iowa women’s swimming
and diving team stands in eighth
place following the first night of
competition at the Big Ten cham-
pionships, despite posting some
of its best times of the year.

The opening night consisted of
just the 200-medley and 800-
freestyle relays. The Hawkeyes
posted a time of 7:20.29 minutes
— the second-best time in school
history — in the 800 free; the
Black and Gold kicked off the
event with freshman Becky
Stoughton’s record-breaking split
of 1:47.09 minutes in the opening
leg.

That time was only good for
ninth place at the meet, though.
Indiana set a Big Ten record with
its time of 7:00.82 minutes — the

second-fastest time in the nation
this season, behind Georgia’s
7:00.55 minutes posted on Feb. 3.
Minnesota and Wisconsin took
second and third places.

Iowa also posted the second-
best time in school history in the
200-medley with a time of 1:41.85
but finished in eighth place.
Wisconsin took the top spot, fol-
lowed by Ohio State and
Minnesota.

Iowa head coach Marc Long
said he was pleased with his ath-
letes’ performance, even if they
didn’t finish high in the standings.

“You have to understand [how
tough] the league [is],” he said.
“But starting off crushing the
school record [split in the 800-
free relay] and getting the sec-
ond-best time in school history —
not bad, but we always want
more, and it’s very early in the
meet.”

This is the first time Iowa has
hosted the Big Ten meet since
1985, and several Hawkeyes said
they were happy with the atmos-
phere.

“In dual meets, the stands
aren’t half as packed [as they
were Wednesday],” senior cap-
tain Danielle Carty said. “When
you’re standing behind the
blocks, and they announce ‘Iowa
is lane …’ it was just so exhilarat-
ing to hear — the crowd starts
cheering, and you just have to
smile because it’s an experience
we’ve been waiting for all year.”

Iowa will resume action this
morning with preliminaries for
the 50 and 500 freestyles, 200
individual medley, and 1-meter
springboard diving. Competition
will begin at 11 a.m., and the finals
will be held at 6:30 p.m.

— by Tork Mason

HAWKEYE SPORTS

           



team’s best players —
have given Iowa problems
even when the Hawkeyes
have marked them as key
individuals to stop. Iowa
has held the opposing
team’s leading scorer
under his season average
only twice in 12 confer-
ence contests.

And in more cases than
the Black and Gold would
like, others have gone off
as well.

That was the case for
Nebraska guard Brandon
Richardson, whose 3-point
barrage led to a career-
high 25 against Iowa on
Jan. 26. Richardson
entered the game with a
career average of 6 points
per game.

Indiana center Cody
Zeller was up next, and he
dropped a career-best 26
points — 14 of which came
from dunks — on Jan. 29.
Freshman guard Dave
Sobolewski led Northwest-
ern with a career-high 23
on Feb. 9.

Frazier has continued
his All-Big Ten level of
play since leaving Iowa
City two weeks ago. He
was 1 assist shy of a
triple-double in the Nit-
tany Lions’ last game,
against Nebraska on Feb.11.

Penn State head coach
Patrick Chambers said on
Monday he normally does-
n’t promote his players.

But then he did exactly
that.

“It’s pretty amazing
what this kid has done all
year,” Chambers said of
Frazier. “He’s earned the
right to be in the same
breath as [Wisconsin’s]
Jordan Taylor and the
great point guards in this
league — and all the great
point guards across the
country.”

Both McCaffery and
Iowa guard Matt Gatens
acknowledged shutting
down Frazier is difficult,
because of the 6-1 guard’s
skill set and how much he
handles the ball.

Gatens said the key,
then, is to simply make
Frazier  earn what  he
gets.

“It ’s  a  team ef fort
[guarding Frazier]  —
they do  a  lot  o f  bal l
screens for him,” he said.
“Kind of corralling him
and keeping him out of
the  lane. Make him
shoot  15 or  20 tough
shots instead of 15 lay-
ups. Make it hard on him
and make him shoot a
bad percentage from the
field.”

MEN'S
BASKETBALL 
CONTINUED FROM 12A
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By PATRICK MASON
patrick-mason@uiowa.edu

The Iowa women’s tennis
team is 3-0, the best start
in the three seasons head
coach Katie Dougherty has
been at the helm. The
squad has a promising
young nucleus built around
four freshmen whose suc-
cesses have a direct corre-
lation to the team’s accom-
plishments thus far.

The players and
Dougherty garner much of
the attention, but assistant
coach Jesse Medvene-
Collins deserves praise as
well for the mark he has
made on the team.

“Ellen [Silver, a fresh-
man] committed before he
was hired, but everyone
else he has been in on,”

Dougherty said about Med-
vene-Collins’ role in
recruiting. “He isn’t afraid
of the travel or hard work
— he’s on the court six or
seven hours a day no prob-
lem, on back-to-back days.
He’s always positive, and
he makes us better each
day with his energy.”

His energy comes from
his love to work with people
and make them better, he
said.

“What I like about coach-
ing is the different aspects
of the job,” he said. “Getting
the chance to work with
kids that are 18 to 22
[years old] and being a pos-
itive person in their lives is
great.”

Medvene-Collins started
to direct his attitude and
energy into coaching in
2003, one year removed
from his own career as a
college athlete. He played
tennis at the University of
Redlands in California,
where he was a four-year

letter winner and a three-
time all-conference hon-
oree.

His path to becoming an
assistant coach for the
Hawkeyes started in New
Hampshire as an aide at
Dartmouth (2003-05). He
then had assistant stints at
Wake Forest, Redlands,
and Mills College before he
joined Iowa’s staff.

“We worked in northern
Virginia together when we
used to teach clinics. I was
an assistant at Penn State,
and he was at Dartmouth,”
Dougherty said. “When I
went to Wisconsin, and he
went to Wake Forest, we
kind of lost touch — [but]
when I got this job, his
name was at the top of my
list for people I wanted to
work with.”

Tennis was an early love
for Medvene-Collins. He
saw that his older cousin —
and role model — was a
very good player, which
sparked his interest in both
playing and coaching the
game.

“Once I got on the court, I
loved it — I loved the one-
on-one battle when I picked
up the racket, and I never
wanted to put it down,” he
said. “… To be part of a sea-
son and part of people

changing — and helping
that process along — is the
biggest thing I’ve learned.
It makes you feel really
lucky to have that opportu-
nity at a great place like
this.”

That attitude of pure
desire to get better — the
“competitive fire” — is
what makes Medvene-
Collins invaluable for the
Hawkeyes as the young
team grows. He said he’s
always thinking ahead so
he can know how to fix any
situation; his attitude,
drive, and knowledge of the
game is received well by his
players.

“He always knows what
to say,” freshman Shelby
Talcott said. “Even if it’s
just a few words, he can get
you back into the game.”

Freshman Morven
McCulloch said Medvene-
Collins always knows how
to get her fired up when
she’s down — his enthusi-
asm is so infectious, she
said, that the team has a
running joke that he might
be the person dancing
inside the Herky costume
at matches.

“He knows us well, and
that’s important,” she said.
“He’s on my side during the
matches and … never lets
me get down on myself.”

Assistant coach
Jesse Medvene-
Collins’ attitude
and recruiting
prowess are
invaluable to the
women’s tennis
team.

Tennis’ guiding hand
Next Up: Iowa at
Oklahoma
• WWhheenn:: 1 p.m. Saturday
•WWhheerree:: Wadley Indoor Tennis
Pavilion, Norman, Okla.

Could it be because she
has the ball in her hands
more now that Printy is out
of the lineup?

Possibly.
But Logic thinks it’s

comes down to having more
experience than she did at
the beginning of the sea-
son.

“I’ve been taking more
shots than I ever did in
high school,” Logic said.
“I’ve grown in situations
like that. When you make

mistakes, you can be frus-
trated — but you can’t let it
change how you play.”

The suddenly surging
Logic has helped buoy the
Hawkeyes on a recent five-
game win streak and has
become an on-court leader.

The freshman was all over
the court in the team’s 74-57
victory over Michigan State
on Feb. 12, and collected 17
points and 13 rebounds.

When the Hawkeyes
were in the midst of an 18-4
run that helped them pull
away from the Spartans, it
was Logic who was pump-
ing up the crowd and urg-
ing her teammates on after
each basket.

Logic’s emotion on the
court and her knack for
rebounding might draw
comparisons with former
Hawkeye star Kachine
Alexander. Coincidentally,
Logic took Alexander’s
place in the lineup this sea-
son after the latter gradu-
ated.

Logic didn’t back down
when asked if she felt any
pressure on filling the void
left by arguably one of the
greatest players in pro-
gram history.

“[Alexander] wasn’t a

point guard, but that ener-
gy she brought and that
excitement and passion to
the game — I try to bring
that, too,” Logic said.

She credited her team-
mates for keeping her on
an even keel when she’s
had bad performances this
year.

Logic’s play has helped
the Hawkeyes win games
as of late and her team-
mates have taken notice.

“She’s doing a great job of
looking for the open pass
,and we’ve been shooting
the ball well,” Johnson said.
“Sam has been making
really great decisions.
When it’s there, she’ll take
it all the way to the rim;
when it’s not, she’s been
finding the open person.”

WOMEN'S
BASKETBALL 
CONTINUED FROM 12A

“I think it’s better for
him,” Reive said. “He does
a better job handling six
events because there’s a

lot of psychological stuff
that goes into it. When you

do only one or two events,
when those events come
up, it’s pretty intense.
[The all-around] helps bal-
ance out the emotion.”

Shemansky said he feels
he can contribute more to
the Hawkeyes, who will
next compete against No.

1 Oklahoma on Feb. 25 in
Norman, Okla.

“I’ve had a few rough
meets, so I’m looking to
move up in the standings,”
the junior said. “There is a
lot more I can do better,
and I think I can do it.”

SHEMANSKY 
CONTINUED FROM 12A

Iowa (16-10, 8-5)
at Michigan 
(18-7, 7-5)
• WWhheenn:: 7 p.m. today
• WWhheerree:: Crisler Arena, Ann
Arbor, Mich.
• WWhheerree ttoo wwaattcchh: Big Ten
Network

Next Up: Iowa at
Oklahoma
• WWhheenn: 7 p.m. Feb. 25
• WWhheerree: Cox Convention
Center, Norman, Okla.

Iowa (13-12, 5-7)
at Penn State
(11-15, 3-10)
• WWhheenn:: 7:05 p.m. today
• WWhheerree:: Bryce Jordan Center,
University Park, Pa.
• WWhheerree ttoo wwaattcchh:: ESPNU

Minnesota’s Julian Welch shoots over Iowa guard Matt Gatens in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 1. The
Hawkeye defense has been spotty this season; Penn State guard Tim Frazier, who Iowa will face tonight,
scored 23 points against the team earlier this month. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)
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Sam Logic’s high-school career
was full of accolades.

She was the No. 10 recruit in the
class of 2011 by ESPN HoopGurlz, a
McDonald’s High School All-Ameri-
can, and the AP Player of the Year
in Wisconsin; Logic arrived on cam-
pus with bags of potential.

The pass-first point guard joined
a lineup with four returning upper-
classmen starters — senior Kamille
Wahlin, junior Jaime Printy, senior
Kelly Krei, and junior Morgan
Johnson.

Head coach Lisa Bluder raved
about Logic during media day

before the regular season and joked
that her passing was so good some
of her teammates had the Nike logo
stamped on their foreheads from
not being ready to receive one of her
dishes.

“All freshmen develop at different
rates,” head coach Lisa Bluder said
during a press conference on
Wednesday. “She’s been up and
down a little bit … Freshmen are
going to have inconsistent nights,
because they’re not used to it yet.”

Logic’s Big Ten coming-out party
came in her home state on Feb. 2,
when Iowa went on the road to face
the Wisconsin Badgers. The Racine,
Wis., native had a near triple-dou-
ble; she finished with 20 points, 13

rebounds, and 8 assists in a 85-79
overtime victory.

But her brilliant performance
was overshadowed by bad news;
junior guard Printy tore her left
ACL in the final minute of overtime,
ending the Iowa star’s season.

Logic has elevated her game since
then. She averaged 18.5 points and
11 rebounds in victories over Min-
nesota and Michigan State, and she
was recently named the Big Ten’s
co-Player of the Week and Fresh-
man of the Week.

The numbers were well above her
season averages of 8.5 points and
6.4 rebounds per game.

By BEN SCHUFF
benjamin-schuff@uiowa.edu

Defense tells the story of Iowa’s last five
games.

The Hawkeyes played well defensively in
two of those games and
earned victories over Min-
nesota and Penn State.

As for the remaining
three? Prolonged stretches
of poor defense handed Iowa
three losses.

The most recent struggle
was the team’s 83-64 loss at
Northwestern a week ago in
which all five Wildcat starters scored in
double figures. It was the first time a team
accomplished the feat against Iowa this
year.

Iowa head coach Fran McCaffery said
during a league teleconference on Monday
that he’s used the time off to address the
defensive issues, but that, “we’ve always
done that — that’s the problem.”

“We had breakdowns early in [the North-
western] game,” McCaffery said. “That’s
one of the things that would concern any
coach. As the game goes on, you’re going to
have some breakdowns … The breakdowns
we had shouldn’t have been occurring as
early as they did in that game. That was
what was disappointing to me.”

Penn State (11-15, 3-10 Big Ten) guard
Tim Frazier and his 18.5 points per game
await the Hawkeyes (13-12, 5-7) in State
College, Pa., tonight.

Which defensive team shows up for Iowa
could go a long way in keeping the team
above .500 overall.

Frazier is second in the Big Ten in scor-
ing and fresh in Iowa’s mind. The junior
posted one of the quietest 23-point, 5-
rebound, and 5-assist performances of the
season in the Hawkeyes’ 77-64 victory over
Penn State on Feb. 4.

Players such as Frazier — opposing

By RYAN MURPHY
ryan-e-murphy@uiowa.edu

Iowa junior Brody She-
mansky isn’t ranked in
the nation’s top 20 in any
single gymnastics event.

But his ability to com-
pete on all six events has
the junior ranked No. 13
on the all-around.

The junior from Los
Gatos, Calif., won the all-
around competition for the
first time in his Hawkeye
career on Feb. 11 against
Illinois. Shemansky post-
ed an 82.500 total on the
six events, a career best.

He said he enjoys com-
peting on the all-around
both because it gives him
a chance to help the
Hawkeyes in a bigger way,
and because it gives him
the opportunity to bounce
back from mistakes.

“I like it a lot more,”
Shemansky said. “It
makes me feel more
involved with the team
because I’m on every event
with them, and it always
gives me a chance to

redeem myself if I know I
need to make up for a
score.”

Shemansky competed
on the all-around as a
freshman but only worked
on select events as a soph-
omore. His top all-around
score in his freshman sea-
son was a 81.450 at the
2010 Big Ten meet.

Head coach JD Reive
said Shemansky always
possessed the ability to be
an all-arounder, but it
never quite worked out
during his sophomore
campaign.

“He could have been a
six-event guy last year,
but he got knocked out on
certain events,” Reive
said. “It was something we
had always wanted to do
— we kept pushing him
through the summer and
fall, and we started to put
it together.”

Teammate and fellow
junior Javier Balboa is
eighth in the nation in the
all-around, making the
Hawkeyes one of only
three teams — Illinois and
Stanford are the other two
— with more than one of
the nation’s top 15 all-
arounders.

Junior Matt McGrath
said having two six-event
athletes is a big boost for
the Hawkeyes.

“It definitely means a
lot to us right now,” he
said. “They’re two of our
best gymnasts, and having
them do every event is
really helpful.”

Shemansky’s best event
is the horizontal bar,
where he has the top Iowa
average of 13.967. This
score puts him in the top
15 on the event in the Big
Ten, the best men’s gym-
nastics conference in the
country. Shemansky fin-
ished 12th on the horizon-

tal bar at the 2011 Big Ten
championships.

Reive said Shemansky’s
most valuable attribute as
an all-arounder is his abil-
ity to handle the psycholo-
gy of competing six times.

Watkins on Lowe’s
list 

Iowa softball catcher Liz
Watkins is a
candidate for
the 2012
Lowe’s Senior
CLASS Award,
the team
a n n o u n c e d
o n
Wednesday.

E l i g i b l e
athletes must
be a Division-I senior and have
“notable achievements in four
areas of excellence — communi-
ty, classroom, character, and
competition,” a release said.

Watkins’ contributions to the
community include volunteer-
ing at Habitat for Humanity, the
Special Olympics, and Iowa City
Cleanup Days. The Illinois native
is majoring and business man-
agement and organizations and
carries a 3.2 grade-point aver-
age.

Watkins played a major role
in getting an Illinois law passed
that made it mandatory for
every male high-school athlete
to be checked for testicular
cancer. One of Watkins’ best
friends was diagnosed with the
disease and passed away in
2008.

Finally, Watkins is a three-
time All-Big Ten selection and is
working on a .316 batting aver-
age. Her 23 career home runs
are tied for fourth in Iowa histo-
ry, and her 110 RBIs are good for
ninth-best.

Watkins is one of 30 candi-
dates for the award; the list will
be narrowed to 10 finalists
halfway through the regular
season, and ballots will be dis-
tributed to the media, Division-I
head coaches, and fans via the
Lowe’s Senior CLASS website.

The winner will be
announced during the College
World Series, which will be held
May 31-June 6 in Oklahoma City.

—— bbyy SSeetthh RRoobbeerrttss

Big Ten wrestling
tickets on sale

Single-session tickets for the
Big Ten wrestling championships
are available for purchase, the
conference office announced on
Wednesday.

Seats at the event — which will
be held at Purdue’s Mackey Arena
in West Lafayette, Ind., on March
3-4 — cost $18 per session for
reserved seating in the arena’s
lower bowl on March 3. General
admission, in the upper bowl,
costs $15 for adults and $12 for
children.

The prices for March 4 have
been set at $22 for reserved
seating and either $18 (adults) or
$15 (youths) for general admission.

Roughly 1,000 all-session
reserved seats were still avail-
able as of Wednesday afternoon;
they cost $40 for reserved seat-
ing, and $36 for general admis-
sion. Youth general admission all-
session tickets cost $25.

Mackey Arena seats 14,000,
and the Big Ten meet will be the
first conference championship
held in the building since it
underwent a $99 million renova-
tion of its lower bowl and con-
course.

Tickets can be purchased at
the Purdue ticket office, by call-
ing 1-800-49SPORT, or by visiting
the Big Ten championship
website.

—— bbyy SSeetthh RRoobbeerrttss

Hawkeye junior
Brody
Shemansky is
one of two Iowa
gymnasts ranked
in the nation’s
top 15 in the all-
around.

Logic has been dominant in the Hawkeyes’ recent win streak.

Logic sparks Hawkeyes

Iowa guard Sam Logic drives against a Minnesota defender in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 9. The freshman, the No. 10 recruit in her class, averaged
18.5 points and 11 rebounds in two games last week. (The Daily Iowan/Melissa Wilson)

Iowa’s Brody Shemansky competes on the parallel bars in Carver-
Hawkeye Arena on Feb. 11. Shemanksy is ranked No. 13 in the country
in the all-around. (The Daily Iowan/Adam Wesley)

SEE WWOOMMEENN’’SS BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL, 11A

SEE SSHHEEMMAANNSSKKYY,, 11A

Watkins
catcher

Shemansky an all-around shiner

The Hawkeyes will try to
stay in the middle of the
Big Ten pack tonight when
they play at Penn State.

Will Hawk
‘D’ come to
play Lions?

SEE MMEENN’’SS BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL, 11A

McCaffery
head coach

               



ON THE WEB
Let us know about your upcoming event. Submit information to the
DI’s online event calendar, and we’ll publish it there and on the Daily
Break page. To submit a listing, visit dailyiowan.com/pages/calendar-
submit.

ON TWITTER
Get updates about Iowa City’s Arts and Entertainment
events — follow us on Twitter @DailyIowanArts.

Check out the D-(eye) on arts blog to read this week’s post at
http://dailyiowanarts.blogspot.com.

ON OUR BLOG

By JULIA JESSEN
julia-jessen@uiowa.edu

“You’re off-stage, dude,” a director
said to a out-of-place actor. The busy
hum of chatter filled the Theatre Build-
ing’s Theatre B as actors scrambled to
find their places and their props amid a
flurry of rehearsal activity.

In spite of the hectic atmosphere, the
space was filled with camaraderie, jokes,
and teasing.

The stage manager shouted for quiet,
and the theater descended into darkness
before the bright beam of a spotlight
shone on the lone actor on stage.

Eight new plays will première at 8
p.m. today in the Theatre Building’s The-
atre B,when the 10-Minute Play Festival
returns to the UI for its 15th year.

“They’re all over the place, which is
what we want, and that’s what I look
for when I’m choosing,” said Kate
Aspengren, the director of the festival.
“I want eight diverse plays.”

TThhee 1155tthh yyeeaarr
The 10-Minute Play Festival began

in 1997, when Aspengren, an adjunct
assistant professor of theater and a
graduate of the Playwrights’ Workshop,
wanted to give her students a taste of
seeing their ideas portrayed on stage.

“I had a particularly talented group
of undergraduate writers, and I
thought it would be a good way for
them to actually see their work pro-
duced,” she said.

Any undergraduate student may
submit work to the festival; this year,
organizers received around 55 submis-
sions. The plays go through a first-
round of reading before the works are
passed on to Aspengren, who chooses
eight plays she believes will work
together, making sure each is distinct
from the next.

“It’s like having eight children,” she
said. “I would never choose a favorite,
and I like them each for different rea-
sons.”

Although the festival is composed of
eight separate plays, Aspengren urges
people to think of the event as one big
production rather than eight separate
ones.

“So they have to think about what’s going
to work for the greater good of the whole
piece and not just their own,”she said.

AA ffeessttiivvaall ooff ffiirrssttss
Many of the students in the festival

participate as playwrights, actors, and
directors for the first time.

Caitlin Dorsett, a freshman theater
and English major, said she has long
been interested in playwriting; her play
“Civil Behavior” is the first piece she
has submitted to anything.

“It was definitely intimidating,” she
said. “ I didn’t know any of the play-
wrights or directors at first,but Kate was
very welcoming, and everyone else was
available to ask questions and really
open and supportive.”

Dorsett said a huge benefit of being
involved in the festival is the opportu-
nity to learn from older students.

“You can ask them questions and
clarify basically anything, because
these people have been here a lot

When imagination
meets the stage

Eight new plays by UI undergraduates will première this evening in
Theatre B.

SEE 10 MINUTE PLAY, 3B

          



Is This It — the Strokes
Today, the members of the

Strokes are in their 30s. Which is
hard to believe considering the lyri-
cal content of its début album, Is
This It.

The album was released Oct. 28,
2001, but it sounds like garage-rock
from the 1970s. The Strokes
achieved this sound by recording all
of the tracks live and by using as
very little high-tech recording

equipment.
When Is This It was released, the

band members were in their young
20s. Yet they were able to create a
record that earned critical acclaim,
five stars from Allmusic and Rolling
Stone, a 9.1/10 from Pitchfork Media,
and numerous top-ten appearances
on various “top of the 2000s/21st
century” rankings.

Is This It eventually inspired such
bands as Arctic Monkeys, Kings of
Leon, and the Libertines.

Highlights of Is This It include
“Someday,” “List Nite,” and “Trying
Your Luck.”

— by Jordan Montgomery

MUSIC
• Honor Band Festival
Concert, 7 p.m., IMU Main
Lounge
• Timeflies, 7 p.m., Blue
Moose
• Beyond the Ingenue, Niffer
Clarke, soprano, and
Richard Carsey, piano, 8
p.m., University Capitol
Centre Recital Hall
• The Sundogs, 9 p.m., Mill
• Dead Larry, Evergreen
Grass Band, the Premiums,
9 p.m., Yacht Club
• Archie Powell and the
Exports, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

FILM
• Oscar Nominated
Animated Shorts, 4:30, 6:30,
and 9 p.m., Bijou

• The Tree of Life (film
screening), 8 p.m., Englert
• Campus Activities Board
Movie, Muppets, 10 p.m., 348
IMU
• Late Night Movie, The
Goonies, 11 p.m., Bijou

THEATRE
• Guys on Ice: An Ice
Fishing Musical Comedy,
7:30 p.m., Riverside Theatre
• In the Next Room (or The
Vibrator Play), Mainstage
Series, 8 p.m., Mabie Theatre
• Ten-Minute Play Festival,
8 p.m., Theatre B

DANCE
• Faculty/Graduate Dance
Concert, 8 p.m., Space/Place

The Secret World of
Arrietty
This animated film directed by
Hiromasa Yonebayashi is based
on the children’s book series
The Borrowers, by Mary Norton.
The story centers on Arrietty
(voiced by Bridgit Mendler) and
her parents (voiced by Amy
Poehler and Will Arnett). The
family are tiny people who live
beneath the floorboards of a
suburban home and borrow
small supplies from the resi-
dents. When Arrietty befriends
a human boy, new adventures
and problems unfold for the
borrowers. 

MUSIC
• University of Iowa Jazz
Performance featuring
Organic Underground, 7
p.m., Mill, 120 E. Burlington
• Stacy Earle & Mark
Stuart, with Tim Krien, 8
p.m.
• Gaelic Storm, 8 p.m.,
Englert, 221 E. Washington
• Good Gravy, 9 p.m., Yacht
Club, 13 S. Linn
• P &P Production’s
Presents Les Dames Du
Burlesque, 9 p.m., Blue
Moose, 211 Iowa
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s,
330 E. Washington

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie
Lights,” Hannah Pittard,
fiction, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights,
15 S. Dubuque

FILM
• Passione, 7 p.m., Bijou
• The Way, 9 p.m., Bijou
• Campus Activities Board
Movie, Muppets, 10 p.m., 348
IMU

THEATRE
• Guys on Ice: An Ice
Fishing Musical Comedy,

7:30 p.m., Riverside
Theatre, 213 N. Gilbert

• In the Next Room (or The
Vibrator Play), Mainstage
Series, 8 p.m., Theatre
Building Mabie Theatre
• Ten-Minute Play Festival,
8 p.m., Theatre Building
Theatre B

LECTURES
• European Studies Group
Spring 2012 Lecture Series,
4 p.m., 1117 University Capitol
Centre
• Kathryn Myers, visiting
artist in printmaking, 5
p.m., 112 Art Building West
• Fourth-Annual Evening in
the East — Lizst & the
Cross: Music as Sacrament
in the B Minor Sonata, 5:45
p.m., Old Brick, 26 E. Market

DANCE
• Faculty/Graduate Dance
Concert, 8 p.m., North Hall
Space/Place Theater

MISCELLANEOUS
• Campus Activities Board
Comedy, American Pie
Reunion Tour, 12:30 p.m.,
IMU River Room
• Campus Activities Board
Comedy, Ace Guillen, 10 p.m.,
T-Spoons, 301 E. Market

MUSIC
• Jazz After Five with
Ryan Smith Dan Padley
Group, 5 p.m., Mill
• UI Orchestral Invitational
Concert, 7 p.m., Riverside
Recital Hall
• Summercamp Battle of
the Bands, 8 p.m., Yacht
Club
• Cornmeal, 9 p.m., Blue
Moose
• The Tanks, Jabberjosh,
Los Voltage, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

FILM
• Oscar Nominated
Animated Shorts, 6:45 &
8:35 p.m., Bijou

• Campus Activities
Board Movie, Muppets,
10 p.m., 348 IMU

• Late Night Movie, The
Goonies, 11 p.m., Bijou

THEATRE
• Guys on Ice: An Ice
Fishing Musical Comedy,
7:30 p.m., Riverside Theatre
• In the Next Room (or The
Vibrator Play), Mainstage
Series, 8 p.m., Mabie Theatre
• Ten-Minute Play Festival,
8 p.m., Theatre B
• The Capitol Steps —
Election Year, 8 p.m.,
Englert

DANCE
• Faculty/Graduate Dance
Concert, 8 p.m., Space/Place

Friday 2.17

Today 2.16

This Means War
In this film directed by McG,
love and war intertwine as two
men fight over a woman. Chris
Pine and Tom Hardy play CIA
agents who discover that they
are dating the same woman
(Reese Witherspoon). They use
their skills and all of the equip-
ment at their disposal to sabo-
tage each other.

AT THE BIJOU

The Goonies
Showtimes: Friday, 11 p.m.

In this 1985 film directed by
Richard Donner, developers are
building a golf course in the
neighborhood of Mikey (Sean
Astin) and Brandon (Josh Brolin)
Walsh’s home, forcing the resi-
dents to move. When a treasure
map is discovered as the fami-
lies pack their belongings, the
brothers and their friends think
there is hope to save their
homes. They set out to find the
treasure, encountering adven-
tures and obstacles along the
way. 

Saturday 2.18

Sunday 2.19

MUSIC
• Marvin Bell Concert, 2
p.m., Old Capitol
• Karen Becker, cello, 3
p.m., University Capitol
Centre Recital Hall
• Asher Roth, 7:30 p.m.,
Blue Moose
• Ragbirds, with Red Rock
Hill, 8 p.m., Mill

THEATRE
• Guys on Ice: An Ice
Fishing Musical Comedy, 2
p.m., Riverside Theatre
• In the Next Room (or The
Vibrator Play), Mainstage
Series, 2 p.m., Mabie Theatre
• Ten-Minute Play Festival,
2 p.m., Theatre B
• Intimate At the Englert,
Was The Word, spoken
word, storytelling, and
music, 7 p.m., Englert

NEW MOVIES
OPENING THIS WEEKEND

BEER
OF THE WEEK

Redbridge
Flour power ended with the 1970s. Today,

millions of people across the world are

switching to gluten-free diets.

You may think removing gluten

from your diet means

removing beer, but

beer not, beer fans —

brewers across the

nation are jumping

onto the gluten-

free band-

wagon,

too.
Redbridge pours with a light amber
color and a light aroma of peppery
grains, hints of warm spices, and
slight hints of caramel and toffee.
The brew is not bad if your body
requires you to adhere to a gluten-
free diet. And at 4.8 percent alco-
hol by volume and around $8.99
for a six-pack, it will get the job
done.
Cheers. 

— by Jordan Montgomery

Redbridge
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weekend events

Dancers transition to the floor during a rehearsal for the Dance Department’s Faculty/Graduate
Concert. The show will open today at Space/Place. (The Daily Iowan/Ian Servin)

By SAMANTHA GENTRY
samantha-gentry@uiowa.edu

In the quiet confines of
Space/Place, 10 dancers
take the stage, waiting for
the music to begin.

The performers are
dressed in costumes made
of ruffles, plaid, and lace,
and they begin to dance a
synchronized, repetitive
sequence.

Associate Professor Jen-
nifer Kayle often invites
dancers to participate in
the development of creat-
ing movement for her
pieces. She considers her
students to be collabora-
tors, and she enjoys hav-
ing them as a part of the
creative research.

“Whatever material the
dancers produce, I as a
director kind of manipu-
late and reform those bits
of choreography, so that
it’s really harmonious
with the whole state-
ment,” she said. “I like to
do that because it pro-
duces numerous angles
and solutions to the prob-
lem, and that gives me a
lot to think about.”

Kayle’s piece, “I see how
I will have missed you
before it happens,” will be
one of eight pieces to take
the stage at 8 p.m. today
in North Hall’s
Space/Place.

Performances will con-
tinue through Saturday.
Admission is free for UI
students with valid IDs,
$6 for seniors, and $12 for
the general public.

The other choreogra-
phers are faculty members
Eloy Barragán and Alan
Sener and graduate stu-
dents Joseph Cox, Jen-

nifer Harge, Jiaxi Li, Zoe
Bennett, and Jessica
Anthony.

The collaboration
process is an important
element for all of these
choreographers, and some,
such as Kayle, take anoth-
er step by collaborating
with a composer and cos-
tume designer.

Her piece looks at
human states of mind and
feeling with regard to the
past and future.

“[The piece focuses on]
the expectation that some-
thing is or isn’t going to
happen and specifically
the anxiety that gets cre-
ated by thinking in that
way,” Kayle said.

For this reason, the con-
cept of zooming back and
forth in memory is some-
thing Kayle also wanted to
capture with her music. So
with the help of composer
Carlos Cuellar Brown, ele-
ments of looping and over-
lapping were included in
the score.

Brown was provided a
working rehearsal video of
the choreography, and he
was briefed on Kayle’s
ideas before he started to
create the score. One thing
he wanted to incorporate
was sound elements that

reflected the nature of
past, present, and future.

“A successful sound
score enhances the per-
formance and maybe even
elevates it,” he said. “The
idea is that it will not so
much get in the way of the
choreography and the
dancers, but rather, it sup-
ports the work and gives
the audience a structure
that enables full enjoy-
ment.”

Kayle also had a lot of
input for the costume
design of her piece. Cos-
tume designer Juliana
Waechter helped empha-
size the dance by adding
such texture as lace and
ruffles to the costumes to
signify the concepts of
past and memory.

“What you are going to
see is not a piece about a
memory that is faint —
there are a lot of strong
movements, so we empha-
size that with a bolder
color,” she said. “The little
bit of lace and ruffle shows
that the memory is some-
thing they are going to
hold on to.”

Composers, costume
designers, choreographers,
and the dancers make the
concert an integral part of
the Dance Department’s
program.

“There is always a
theme, but the subject is
always dancing and the
composition of the body in
space and time,” Kayle
said. “The concerts are
really important vehicles
of learning for the artists,
performers, and students.
I feel so lucky and blessed
about putting that at the
center of my professional
life; it’s a gift.”

Faculty/Graduate
Concert
When: 8 p.m. today through
Saturday
Where: North Hall
Space/Place
Admission: Free for UI stu-
dents with valid IDs, $6 for
seniors, and $12 for the gen-
eral public

Missing; happening; dance

The UI Dance Department will showcase its
Faculty/Graduate Concert tonight.

By JORDAN MONTGOMERY
jordan-w-montgomery@uiowa.edu

In 1997, Gaelic Storm,
then a small pub band,
was hurled into the inter-
national spotlight. And at
the time, band members
feared going on a national
tour would ruin their inti-
mate relationship with
their fans.

The Celtic band will per-
form at 8 p.m. today in the
Englert Theatre, 221 E.
Washington St. Admission
ranges from $25 to $35.

Gaelic Storm was con-
tent playing shows in pubs
around Santa Monica,
Calif., where the band
began. But everything
changed when the group
gained international
attention after perform-
ing as the “steerage band”
in the blockbuster film
Titanic.

“The phone was ringing
off the hook,” Steve Twig-
ger said. “We really didn’t
want to go on the road
because we were having
such a great time as a local
band at the pub. We
thought taking our show
on the road would ruin us,
so we very carefully tip-
toed out there, trying dif-
ferent venues across the
country.”

The positive response to
Gaelic Storm was over-

whelming. The group has
toured nationally since
1997, and it has ventured
abroad to perform across
France, the United King-
dom, and Japan.

Tonight will not be the
first time the band has
performed in Iowa City.

“It’s going to be a packed
house,” said the Englert’s
Nathan Gould. “They are a
really fun show, they have
played here in the past,
and Iowa City loved them.
They put a unique and
modern spin on traditional
Irish music, and they get
people dancing, which is
always great.”

Twigger attributes a
portion of the group’s suc-
cess to the kind of Celtic
rock they perform.

“We provide, accidental-
ly I think, a middle
ground,” he said. “There
are great bands out there,
like Flogging Molly and
Dropkick Murphys, that
are a bit harder-edged.
And there are great tradi-
tional and softer folk
bands. We have all the
energy of a rock show and

all of the musicianship of a
folk band. We get 4-year-
olds, 80-year-olds, and
blue-haired teenagers all
at the same show.”

Like most bands, the
Gaelic Storm musicians
say they do their best to
create an experience that
is the most fun for them-
selves and their audience.
But there are some steps
the band takes that most
other bands don’t.

“We sign autographs
after every show no matter
how long it takes,” said
Patrick Murphy. “And we
invite the audience to the
local pub, and we hang out
with them after the show.
If I had gone to see my
favorite band, I would
have loved to have a drink
with them.”

After 15 years of touring
throughout the world and
nine studio album releas-
es, the band’s outlook has
remained the same.

“We made a promise to
each other that the day we
stop having fun, we stop,”
Murphy said. But every
year we look back and go,
‘Wow, that was a great
year.’ We just keep looking
forward to the next year,
because it keeps getting
better and better.”

TRACKS
FROM THE PAST

Gaelic Storm 
When: 8 p.m. Thursday
Where: Englert, 221 E.
Washington
Admission: $25-$35

Taking the world by storm
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longer than I have, so
they’re a great resource,”
she said.

Senior theater and psy-
chology major Holly
Behnami will have her
directing début in the festi-
val with Levi Smith’s play
“Green Grass Song.”

She said the festival
taught her how much she
enjoys directing.

“When you’re directing
the show, you have a lot of
power over artistic choices
that are being made,” she
said. “It’s really cool to see
your ideas realized on stage.”

Participating in a new
role was challenging for
Noah Brown, an actor in
senior theater and English
major Taylor Bradley’s play
“1954: The Gain and Loss
of Understanding.” As a
resident assistant and
someone who has partici-
pated in more behind-the-
scenes theater roles, he had
to learn to be less in charge.

“I’ve had a little more con-
trol in the past, so I kind of
have to let Taylor direct me
more and just trust that
she’s doing the right thing,”
he said.

Brown said he has enjoyed
seeing the theatrical process
from a different angle.

“It’s a whole different
energy in front of an audi-
ence on a stage instead of
behind it,” he said.

CCoollllaabboorraattiioonn
A large part of the festi-

val consists of playwrights,

actors, and directors learn-
ing how to collaborate in
order to produce a work
that will mesmerize the
audience.

Behnami said her direct-
ing style involves a lot of
“give-and-take” and listen-
ing to what her actors and
playwright have to say.

“I shouldn’t be telling
[them] exactly what they
should be doing word for
word, because then, there’s
no freedom in acting for the

actors,” she said. “They need
to be able to explore and
make choices as well — it’s
not a dictatorship.”

The biggest lesson she
learned, she said, was to
have patience and listen in
order to understand other
people’s points of view.

“The biggest hurdle can
be if you cut people off or
don’t let them explain what
they mean,” she said. “You
really have to ask questions,
because you might think
you know what people are
saying and what their idea
is when they actually have
something completely dif-
ferent in mind.”

Cooperation also played a
large role in the festival for
Bradley, who both wrote the
play “1954” and directed it.

She said she has enjoyed
collaborating and being part
of a collection of shows.

“It’s interesting to have
to think about every deci-

sion you make affecting
everybody else,” she said.
“It’s very neat, though.”

The potential in the stu-
dents hints at their future
careers.

Aspengren said she has
heard from a lot of the past
playwrights this year about
the effect the festival had
on them. In the lobby of the
Theatre Building, 27 mes-
sages will be posted from
past playwrights.

For many of them, the
10-Minute Play Festival is
where they became inter-
ested in writing, acting,
and directing.

“It’s really interesting
and heartening to know
that these playwrights,
actors, and directors are
having this experience now
and will have this as a
starting point for a lot of
their work for years to
come,” Aspengren said.

10 MINUTE
PLAY 
CONTINUED FROM 1B

10-Minute Play
Festival
When: 8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, 2 p.m. Feb 19
Where: Theatre Building
Theatre B
Admission: $5, Free for UI
students

Businessman Michael (Matt Schutz) asks for his security-guard bear (Kjai Block) Enrique’s paw in mar-
riage. The 10 Minute Play Festival will open today in Theatre B; it features eight short pieces. (The Daily
Iowan/Ian Servin)

Roth hits Blue
Moose

Man, I love college. At least
that’s what Asher Roth told us in
his hit song. 

But now, he’s touring around
campuses to show fans that there
is more to his music than the typi-
cal college party. 

Roth will bring his rap style to
Iowa City at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 19 at
Blue Moose Tap House, 211 Iowa
Ave. Admission is $15 in advance,
$17 at the door.

Roth’s hit single “I Love
College” kicked off his career in
2009 as a part of his début album
Asleep in the Bread Aisle. He then
toured nationwide with B.o.B.,
Kid Cudi, and Blink-182.

After touring, Roth started to
collaborate with other musicians
and created his first single
“G.R.I.N.D. (Get Ready It’s a New
Day).” This song is a part of his

upcoming album, Is This Too
Orange?. In November 2011, Roth
also released the song “Common
Knowledge,” which is featured on
his mixtape Pabst & Jazz.

Roth is touring with music from
this new album, and fans can only
hope that he’ll have another “I
Love College” hit.

— by Samantha Gentry

Another slice of
American Pie

The familiar cast of the
American Pie movie series will
return to the silver screen in
April for American Reunion. 

The iconic teen actors from
the films have stayed busy in the
years since American Pie 1, 2, and
3 were made in the early 2000s. 

Thomas Ian Nicholas, known as
Kevin Myers in the films, also has
a musical career that he will
bring to the University of Iowa
campus today. 

The Thomas Ian Nicholas Band
will play at 12:30 p.m. today in
the IMU River Room. 

Nicholas doesn’t think of his
acting and music careers as
being exclusive of one another. 

“It was a lot of fun while I was
waiting on set to play guitar,” he
said. “And from there, it just
became an outlet for me to
express my thoughts and my
ideas, as it were.”

Since those days on set, the
band has released two albums,
Without Warning in 2008 and
Heroes are Human in 2010.

Now, Nicholas and his band
members will hear one of their
new tracks on the American
Reunion soundtrack. The group’s
original tune “My Generation”
will contribute the music from
the newest film in the series. 

“[My career] is a lot of fun and

definitely a little chaotic at

times,” Nicholas said. “This is the

first time that music and acting

have kind of converged.”
— by Hannah Kramer

ARTS

                 



By JORDAN MONTGOMERY
jordan-w-montgomery@uiowa.edu

The musicians in Corn-
meal, a Chicago-based jam
band, take risks. The nature
of their playing style makes
every show an entirely dif-
ferent performance.

And their fans come out
in droves for them.

“[Improvising] can hit or
miss; we feed off the energy
of the environment,” said
bassist Chris Gangi. “We
take risks. And when the
risk turns out to be a good
move, the benefits are expo-
nential; a good show
becomes a great show. And
our improvisation keeps
our fans excited and inter-
ested in what we are doing.”

The show will begin 9
p.m. Friday at the Blue
Moose Tap House, 211 Iowa
Ave. Admission is $12
today, $14 on the day of the
show.

Cornmeal works to pro-
vide the best atmosphere at
its live shows, because the
members understand that
their fans come for different
reasons.

“We want people to be
comfortable when they are
coming in,” Gangi said.
“People go to our shows for
different reasons: relief,
entertainment, so many
things. We always like to
keep it nice and open, loose
and comfortable, so they
can express themselves
anyway they want to.”

The band has played at
countless large music festi-
vals, such as the Telluride
Bluegrass Festival,
Wakarusa Music Festival,
and their home state’s
Summer Camp Music Fes-
tival. But the band mem-

bers relish the opportunity
to play at smaller venues so
they can more easily con-
nect with the audiences.

“Some of our fans would
much rather see us in a
smaller venue,” Gangi said.
the band, and we interact
with them.”
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By JULIA JESSEN
julia-jessen@uiowa.edu

Seeing actors portray-
ing President Obama,
the speaker of  the
House, a Transportation
Security Administration
agent, and Muammar
Qaddafi  on stage
together s inging and
dancing seems like the
far-fetched fantasy of an
insane person.

But that  wil l  be a
reality when the Capitol
Steps performs at 8 p.m.
Friday in the Englert
Theatre, 221 E. Wash-
ington St.

The Capitol Steps is a
singing troupe made up
largely of former Capi-
tol Hill staffers who sat-
irize the current events
and politicians through
song. Troupe members
said they prefer  per-
forming this political
comedy rather than
dealing with the current
political atmosphere.

“I  miss some of  the
camaraderie on the Hill,
but I left back in ’96 or
’97, when there wasn’t
the partisan sniping,
and it just seems like
nobody can get along on
anything these days,”
said Mark Eaton, a
writer for the group who
joined in 1993.

The group started as
the entertainment for a
Senate office Christmas
party in 1981. The per-
formers thought they
would do a few songs
and make fun of their
bosses, and then it

would be over.
“We thought they

would tell us to stop or
fire us or both, but they
didn’t, and it’s been 30
years, and we’re sti l l
going because nobody
told us to  stop,” said
Elaina Newport , a
founding member and
writer for the group.

There is never a short-
age of material for the
Capitol Steps, especially
during an election year
such as this one, when
so many new characters
have been showered by
the spotlight.

“One thing I think
that’s fun about the Capi-
tol Steps is it focuses on
current events, specifi-
cally political satire, and
we’re in the midst of the
Republican nomination
and soon, the presiden-
tial election in November,
so they’re going to be
focusing on really timely
content in a hilarious
way,” said Nathan Gould,
the Englert marketing
associate.

The troupe members
said the only bad thing
about the election year
is the change in the cast
of characters — politi-
cians keep dropping out
of the race.

“On the one hand,
you’ve got  al l  these
great characters coming
along, and then you get
attached to them,” New-
port said. “On the other
hand, like Rick Perry,
and then they drop out,
and you get very sad.”

Being part  of  the
group causes its mem-
bers to look at the head-
lines in a different way
from most people.

“You do get up in the
morning, and you listen
to the news, and you
don’t think, ‘Is this good
or bad for the country?’
” Newport  said. “You
kind of think, ‘Is this
funny and what rhymes
with it?’ ”

Eaton said the Capi-
tol Steps provides comic
relief from the perceived
weariness that accom-
panies watching the
pol it ical  melodrama
play out.

“If you don’t laugh at
some of these issues and
some of these guys, it
could absolutely drive
you crazy,” he said. “So
give your brain a little
vacation and just kind
of laugh at these guys
and have a good time.”

Newport said the show
is distinctive in its char-
acters and its format.

“Imagine seeing Joe
Biden sing a rock song,
Barack Obama sing a
show tune, and Newt
Gingrich do a classical
ballet,” she said. “That
you cannot see any-
where else.”

Stepping up
political satire
The Capitol Steps will visit Iowa City this weekend
with a show that satirizes current events with song.

MUSIC 
Capitol Steps
• WWhheenn:: 8 p.m. Friday
• WWhheerree:: Englert, 221 E.
Washington
• AAddmmiissssiioonn:: Sold Out

MUSIC
Cornmeal 
• WWhheenn:: 9 p.m. Friday
• WWhheerree: Blue Moose, 211 Iowa
• AAddmmiissssiioonn:: $12 advance, $14
at show

A taste of Cornmeal
Cornmeal, which performs more
than 160 shows a year, will stop in
Iowa City this weekend.
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PLACE AN AD
Phone:  319-335-5784

OR
Email:

daily-iowan-classified@uiowa.edu
5 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $1.51/word
10 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $1.96/word
15 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $2.77/word
20 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $3.51/word
30 days. . . . . . . . . . . . $4.08/word

The ad will appear in our newspaper
and on our website.

A

m

v

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

HELP WANTED

THREE bedroom, 1-1/2 bath, 
W/D, large deck, front porch, 
pet considered, westside, hard-
wood floors, $1400 plus utilities. 
(319)339-4783.

4 bedroom house, downtown.
www.hawkeyehouses.com
(319)471-3723.

3 to 6 bedroom houses,
available for fall.
www.ICRentals.com

HOUSE
FOR RENT

BEAUTIFUL, 2200 sq.ft., three 
bedroom, three bathroom, large 
living room, large family room, 
patio, deck, two car garage, 
W/D hookup, lots of storage, 
nice backyard, $1400 plus utili-
ties. (319)339-4783.

CONDO
FOR RENT

TWO bedroom, one bath town-
house, newly remodeled, on 
busline, close to Sycamore 
Mall, $750 plus utilities. Pets? 
(319)339-4783.

TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail: 
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

AVAILABLE August 1, unique 
and charming three bedroom, 
one bath apartment at 360 
Ridgeland Ave. Rent is $1,425 
which includes internet, Direct 
TV HD package and two re-
served parking spaces. Seeking 
quiet non-smokers without pets. 
www.parsonsproperties.com or 
call (319)631-1236.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

APEHOUSE historic building.
Three bedroom, two full bath 
penthouse apartment; beautiful 
views of north campus and Iowa 
River.
Rent $1575 includes internet, 
DirecTV package, two reserved 
parking spaces.
Seeking quiet, nonsmokers
without pets.
www.parsonsproperties.com
Call (319)631-1236 for showing.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

TWO bedroom apartment.
Close to Kinnick. Available
immediately. No pets. $780.
Call (701)509-3538.

NEW and stunning two bed-
room, one bath condos. Granite 
counters, stainless appliances, 
in-unit W/D, hardwood floors, 
tile showers, large balconies 
and one car garage. Starting at 
$1200/ month. 1000 Oakcrest 
St. Call (319)887-6450.

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail: 
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 
balconies, 2 walk-in closets, 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, free garage parking,
courtyards, elevator, laundry.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

ONE bedroom near UIHC/ Law.
H/W paid, no pets, off-street 
parking. Available 2/15/12.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

ONE bedroom apartments, 
$500/ month, most utilities paid. 
Near campus. No pets or smok-
ing. Available immediately.
(319)321-1302, appointment.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

CLEAN, quiet, well maintained
and close-in apartments.
www.parsonsproperties.com

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, efficiencies 
and houses, nice places with 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, garage parking, utilities.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

AVAILABLE NOW!
Female roommate wanted in 
three bedroom older home, utili-
ties and heat extra, off-street 
parking, laundry, close to down-
town/ campus. (319)360-1825.

325 E.COLLEGE, sublease one 
bedroom of five, two bath, many 
amenities, $409 plus utilities. 
(319)830-0490.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
FEMALE

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

CALL US FIRST for top prices
paid and prompt removal of
your older car or truck.
(319)338-7828.

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

PARKING, close to downtown. 
(319)683-2324.

GARAGE / 
PARKING

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
(319)338-4357

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

GOT FURNITURE TO MOVE?
Small Hauls
$35/ load. Iowa City.
Call (319)351-6514.
alsmallhauls@gmail.com

DAUGHTRY TICKETS
FOR SALE!

2 tickets, $110. Floor seats.
Concert is March 9 at the

I Wireless Center, Moline, IL.
Call (319)354-5918, lv msg.

MOVING

TICKETS

QUALITY CARE STORAGE
Indoor & Drive-Up Rooms
Student Specials Daily
Coralville & North Liberty
(319)351-8502
www.qualitycarestorage.com

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available: 
5x10, 10x20

(319)354-2550, (319)354-1639

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. (319)351-3562.

PETS

WEDDING AND SPECIAL
EVENT DJ
Need a great entertainer for
your upcoming party?
Call the pros at
Midwest Pro Entertainment.
We won’t break the bank and
you won’t be disappointed!
Call (319)936-1314 or visit our
website at midwest-pro.com
to book your big day.
Mention this ad and get $100 off
the initial 4 hour rate!

DJ SERVICES

ONLINE Math Tutoring and
Teaching by Dr. Frank Hummer.
Visit my website at
www.math1to1.com

TUTORING

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! 
SAVE MONEY!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors to teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)844-8080,
apply: campcedar.com

CAMP COUNSELORS,
male/ female, needed for great
overnight camps in the
mountains of PA.
Have fun while working with
children outdoors.
Teach/ assist with A&C,
Aquatics, Media, Music,
Outdoor Rec, Tennis, and more. 
Office, Nanny, and Kitchen
positions available.
Apply online at
www.pineforestcamp.com.

SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT

PART-TIME Residential Aide.
6:00am-2:30pm includes every
other weekend. Apply in person:
Chatham Oaks,
4515 Melrose Ave., Iowa City.

PART-TIME Nurses.
2nd and 3rd shifts.
Apply in person:
Chatham Oaks,
4515 Melrose Ave., Iowa City.

FULL-TIME RN/LPN
Crestview Nursing and Rehab 
Center, West Branch, is accept-
ing applications for a full-time 
nurse. Iowa license is required. 
LTC experience is preferred. 
Excellent pay and work environ-
ment.
Apply in person or call for
additional information.
Crestview NRC
451 West Orange Street
West Branch, IA 52358
(319)643-2551
www.careinitiatives.org

ACCURATE HOME CARE, LLC
is currently seeking LPNs
to work in Kalona, IA.
We are looking for individuals
for 2nd shift.
Interested candidates can go
to our website:
www.accuratehomecare.com
EEO/AA

MEDICAL

EDUCATION

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in 
Iowa City. 100% FREE to join! 
Click on surveys.

SECRETARY
Part-time in law office, 15-20 
hours per week. Computer
work, answer phones, greet
clients, etc. Send resume to:
Personnel
P.O. Box 3168
Iowa City, IA 52244

REWARDING, fun, part-time
positions in Iowa City/
Coralville/ North Liberty/ Solon/
Kalona and surrounding areas
providing care, supervision and
engaging in fun activities with
children and adults with disabili-
ties in their homes and in the
community.
Flexible days and hours
available, good hourly rate. 
No experience necessary;
thorough training is provided.
Must be able to pass thorough
background checks.
Drivers license, safe driving re-
cord and reliable transportation 
are required.
Weekend and evening
availability strongly desired.
Please send cover letter and
resume to:
The Arc of Southeast Iowa
Attn: Liz Byram
2620 Muscatine Ave.
Iowa City, IA 52240
or email to: lizbyram@arcsei.org

PART-TIME rental assistant
needed for large apartment
complex in Iowa City.
Mon.-Thurs. 5-7 and Sat. 12-3.
$9/ hour. Must have general
office skills and enjoy working
with the public. Apply at 535
Emerald St., Iowa City.

PART-TIME Office Assistant.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
4pm-9pm, every other weekend
9am-7pm. Driving required.
Must be able to obtain
chauffeur’s license.
Apply in person:
Chatham Oaks,
4515 Melrose Ave., Iowa City.

MARCO’S TAXI
is hiring taxi drivers.
Experience preferred.
Call Joe and leave message
(319)338-8294.

HELP WANTED

ENGINEERING firm in Iowa 
City area has an open position 
for an individual who has work-
ing knowledge of AutoCad 
MEP, Revit, Load calculations 
and energy modeling software. 
Should be familiar with
ASHRAE, LEED, IBC, IMC, IFC 
and related codes.
Responsibilities include HVAC, 
Plumbing, Fire Protection De-
sign and coordination with other 
disciplines.
Benefit package offered. Salary 
compensation dependent upon 
qualifications and experience. 
Please send resume to:
careers@ajengineers.net

COMPLEWARE Corporation is 
seeking experienced Software 
Developers.
Qualifications: BA/BS in com-
puter science/related field, 2+ 
years experience as developer.
Proficiency: C#, ASP.NET,
Visual C++, Visual Studio WPF, 
.NET 3.5.
Email letter/ resume to
jobs@compleware.com
www.compleware.com

COMFORT CARE MEDICARE, 
INC. is seeking positive and 
trustworthy caregivers for the 
Iowa City/Cedar Rapids Corri-
dor. Must have a valid driver’s 
license and reliable transporta-
tion. No certification required, all 
training is in house. Interested? 
Please contact Jackie at 
(319)294-3527.

CALL THE
DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail: 
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

BARTENDING! $300/ day
potential. No experience
necessary. Training available.
800-965-6520 ext. 111.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

LOVING single NYC woman 
seeks to adopt. I offer a happy 
home, financial security, great 
education, exposure to the arts. 
Call toll-free anytime
(877)335-7924 or email me at
elpefour@mindspring.com
See Lyn’s profile on
adoptionhelp.com

ADOPTION

TAX PREPARATION 
AT REASONABLE PRICES

Specializing in taxes for 
Faculty and

International Students
Evening and weekend

hours available.
TAXES PLUS

6 E. Benton St., Iowa City
(319)338-2799

TAX
PREPARATION

Advertise for
potential

employees in
The Daily Iowan
(319)335-5784

THE DAILY IOWAN 
CLASSIFIEDS MAKE CENTS!!

335-5784      335-5785
Rm. E131 Adler Journalism

DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail: 
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

 



today’s events
SUBMIT AN EVENT
Want to see your super special event
appear here? Simply submit the details at:
dailyiowan.com/pages/calendarsubmit.html

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of the
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the
University of Iowa.

horoscopes TThhuurrssddaayy,, FFeebb.. 1166
— by Eugenia Last

UITV schedule

• Iowa City Foreign Relations Coun-
cil luncheon, noon, Congregational Church,
30 N. Clinton

• Health, Science, and Biotech
Career Fair, noon, C310 Pomerantz Center

• Thomas Nicholas Band, 12:30 p.m.,
IMU River Room 

• Analytical Seminar, “Terahertz-Fre-
quency Characterization and Quantitation
of Gaseous Pollutants using Terahertz Time-
Domain Spectroscopy (THz-TDS),” Ryan
Smith, Chemistry, 12:30 p.m., C29 Pomer-
antz Center

• Biomedical Engineering Graduate
Seminar, Anthony Castronovo, 12:30 p.m.,
101 Becker

• Campus Activities Board Comedy,
American Pie Reunion Tour, 12:30 p.m., IMU
River Room

• Organic Seminar, “Synthesis of alpha,
alpha-disubstituted amines,” Andrew Cox,
Chemistry, 12:30 p.m., W228 Chemistry
Building

• Distinguished Biomedical Scholar
Lecture, Beverly S. Mitchell, 4 p.m., 2117
Medical Education & Research Facility

• European Studies Group Spring
2012 Lecture Series, 4 p.m., 1117 Universi-
ty Capitol Centre

• Chemical and Biochemical Engi-
neering Graduate Seminar, 5 p.m., 1505
Seamans Center

• Lecture, Kathryn Myers, 5 p.m., 112
Art Building West

• Fourth-Annual Evening in the East,
5:45 p.m., Old Brick, 26 Market

• LGBT Multicultural Film Screen-

ing, Brother Outsider: The Life of Bayard
Rustin, 6 p.m., Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,Trans-
gender Resource Center

• Passione, 7 p.m., Bijou
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” Hannah

Pittard, fiction, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 15 S.
Dubuque

• University of Iowa Jazz Perfor-
mance featuring Organic
Underground, 7 p.m., Mill, 120 E. Burling-
ton

• Guys on Ice: An Ice Fishing Musical
Comedy, 7:30 p.m., Riverside Theatre, 213
N. Gilbert

• Stacy Earle & Mark Stuart, with
Tim Krien, 8 p.m.

• Faculty/Graduate Dance Concert, 8
p.m., North Hall Space/Place Theater

• Gaelic Storm, 8 p.m., Englert, 221 E.
Washington

• In the Next Room (or The Vibrator
Play), Mainstage Series, 8 p.m., Theatre
Building Mabie Theatre

• Ten-Minute Play Festival, 8 p.m.,
Theatre Building Theatre B

• Good Gravy, 9 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S.
Linn

• The Way, 9 p.m., Bijou
• P &P Production’s Presents Les

Dames Du Burlesque, 9 p.m., Blue Moose,
211 Iowa

• Campus Activities Board Comedy, Ace
Guillen, 10 p.m.,T-Spoons, 301 E. Market

• Campus Activities Board Movie,
Muppets, 10 p.m., 348 IMU

• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 E.
Washington

Campus channel 4, 
cable channel 17

Daily Break

ARIES March 21-April 19 Expand your interests. Sign up for a class or activity that will entitle you to greater knowl-
edge, better health, or meeting interesting people. A love relationship is highlighted. Someone from your past
will have an effect on you now.

TAURUS April 20-May 20 Put greater emphasis on financial, health, or legal matters, and you will find a way to
advance personally. Someone you have helped in the past will honor the debt and offer you assistance. Make
a powerful impact that will leave a lasting impression.

GEMINI May 21-June 20 Don’t get angry or let your emotions get the better of you. Take the high road, observe
how others perform, and you will separate yourself from those who take an underhanded approach. Your hon-
esty and integrity will pay off.

CANCER June 21-July 22 Don’t make changes without thinking matters through, or it could cost you your repu-
tation or professional status. Look at the past, present, and future and know what direction or side you are on
before you take a leap of faith.

LEO July 23-Aug. 22  Keep things simple, and you will have a much greater impact on the people around you. Stick
to methods that have worked well in the past. Offer your skills and experience, not your cash. Love is on the
rise.

VIRGO Aug. 23-Sept. 22 Do what you can to make your home more comfortable or user-friendly. If there is a way
to earn extra income from home, follow through with your plans. Inventing ways to subsidize your income will
be more profitable than anticipated.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 22 A joint venture will pay off, opening up greater opportunities to raise or earn money. Don’t
let someone close to you limit what you can do. You have to make your own decisions and follow through with
what works best for you.

SCORPIO Oct. 23-Nov. 21 Taking on a simpler and more moderate way of living will save you cash and attract the
attention of someone you love. Working in unison with someone that you have known for a long time will ease
your stress and pay off.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Keep your emotions under control, and you will find your comfort zone. Don’t let
others dictate how you live your life. Someone as innovative as you will share your thoughts and interests.
Explore the possibilities.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 19 Loss is likely if you believe everything you are told. Do your own research, especial-
ly if the changes you are considering entail using your own finances. Not everyone you meet will have your best
interests at heart. Focus on home and family.

AQUARIUS Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Listen to offers, but don’t agree to move forward unless your intentions are honorable.
You cannot please everyone, and you will end up looking bad or upsetting someone important to your future if
you try. Honesty is the best policy.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20 Don’t make snap judgments. Expect someone to disappoint you or to feed you poor infor-
mation. Go back to someone you trusted in the past in order to get the lowdown on a deal you want to do now.

“ ”
Controversy equalizes fools and wise men — and
the fools know it.

— Oliver Wendell Holmes

12:30 p.m. University Lecture Committee,
Paul Farmer, worldwide leader in global-
health and social-justice issues, Aug. 24,
2011
2 Java Blend, Miles Nielson & Band at the
Java House, January 2012 (New)
3:15 UI Explorers Series, “Humans & Ani-
mals,” Matthew Hill addresses the chang-
ing nature of human-animal relationships
using archaeological sites, Feb. 17, 2011
4:30 University Lecture Committee, Paul
Farmer, worldwide leader in global-health
and social-justice issues, Aug. 24, 2011
6 UI Creators, Three vignettes on creative
people in Iowa CIty, produced by Student
Video Productions
6:30 Incompetent Sports Talk, student
sports analysts review the week in sports,

Student Video Productions
7 Java Blend, Miles Nielson & Band at the
Java House, January 2012 (New)
8:15 UI Explorers Series, “Humans & Ani-
mals,” Matthew Hill addresses the chang-
ing nature of human-animal relationships
using archaeological sites, Feb. 17, 2011
9:30 Daily Iowan Television News
9:45 Student Information, Lifestyle, sup-
port and activities for students
10 Incompetent Sports Talk, student sports
analysts review the week in sports, Student
Video Productions
10:30 Daily Iowan Television News
10:45 Java Blend, Miles Nielson & Band at
the Java House, January 2012 (New)

The Daily Iowan
www.dailyiowan.com

CHECK OUT dailyiowan.com FOR MORE PUZZLES
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Harry Potter
spells I’d find

helpful:
• Locomotor Mortis (locks

opponent’s legs together):
For weekends when my

roommate has her boyfriend
over.

• Quietus: (makes things
quiet): Because some of us
don’t like to hear dirty talk
when we’re eating our Easy

Mac.

• Reducto (blasts solid
objects aside): For a dramat-

ic P-O’ed entrance.

• Tarantallegra (forces
opponent to dance): This

would have come in handy
for my high school prom

date.

• Scourgify (used to clean
something): Because my gag
reflex is tired of communal

bathrooms.

• Reparo (repairs things):
Whose idea was it to put a

lamp there, anyway?

• Mobilicorpus (moves
unconscious bodies):

Because passing out in the
bathtub is just rude.

• Glisseo (causes the
stairways to flatten and

form a slide): Living in the
seventh floor would be so

much cooler.

• Rennervate (brings
someone out of unconscious-
ness): What my alarm clock
should shout every morning.

— TTrriisshhaa SSppeennccee thanks the Harry
Potter Wikipedia page for looking

these up.

HUNGRY?
Check out The Daily Iowan Dining Guide

only at dailyiowan.com

ON THE STREET

What is your biggest pet
peeve?

‘When people spell
words wrong, like
“their” and “there.” ’

Morgan Meyer
UI junior

‘When people aren’t
open-minded about
things.’

Mary Dain
UI freshman

‘My biggest pet
peeve is bad drivers.’

Erin Flores
UI senior

‘Centipedes.’

Chris Keum 
UI sophomore

                  




	Section A - Main and Sports
	Section B - 80 Hours
	Section C - ads



