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INDEXDAILY IOWAN TV DAILY STUDY BREAK 
Need a moment away from reviewing your
Chemistry notes? Use your smartphone to scan
the QR code to the right for a brief distraction.

HIGH
91

Mostly sunny, quite windy, turning cloudy,
20% chance of rain/T-storms late.

LOW
68

By NINA EARNEST
nina-earnest@uiowa.edu

Iowa is set to receive more funding for high-speed rail
equipment as part of $268 million in federal grants for
train travel in Midwestern states.

The money will go toward purchasing
48 passenger rail cars and seven locomo-
tives — all capable of traveling at 125
miles per hour — in Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Michigan, and Missouri.

But despite the extra funds, the future
of the proposed Iowa City-Chicago rail
line is still in question.

Some officials hope that the continued
interest in Iowa rail travel as a whole
will positively influence public and gov-
ernmental support for the proposed line.

Gov. Terry Branstad deemed the rail line fiscally irre-
sponsible, fearing low ridership. Officials said the rail
could cost $3 million a year. Tim Albrecht, a spokesman
for Branstad, said the chief executive would continue to

By HAYLEY BRUCE
hayley-bruce@uiowa.edu

As the hot Sun beat down on the Pentacrest on Mon-
day afternoon, University of Iowa students shed
umbrellas and jackets to lounge on the grass for hours of
studying for finals.

But while temperatures broke 80 degrees this early in
May, they might reach record-breaking highs today.

However, not even the weather, some said, could be a
distraction during the finals week.

Sitting on a blanket outside Jessup Hall, UI freshman
Jordan Slack sat hunched over, reading over her notes
through a pair of silver aviators.

“I don’t think the weather has made it harder to
focus,” the journalism and mass-communication major
said. “I think it’s just motivated me to get outside more.”

State to get
more rail
funds
The federal funding requires a
$20 million match from the state.

SEE TRAIN, 3

Dvorsky
senator

GABRIELLE ELIASON/THE DAILY IOWAN
UI senior Michael Croce lies on the Pentacrest on Monday. The
warm weather permits students to relax outside. Croce said he was
“reading casually to get his mind off school for the moment.”

MORE THAN 51,500 PEOPLE HAVE OUTSTANDING
WARRANTS ISSUED BY IOWA LAW-ENFORCEMENT

AGENCIES. BUT A LACK OF MONEY AND MANPOWER
LEAVE AUTHORITIES STRUGGLING WITH HOW TO FIND
AND ARREST THEM. SOME WARRANTS ARE YEARS OLD.

State data and interviews with law-enforcement officials reveal
a system lacking the budget and manpower to adequately deal

with fugitives. Among the more staggering numbers:
• More than 51,500 people have warrants issued

by Iowa law-enforcement agencies.
• More than 5,000 of those are for felonies.

• In Johnson County, authorities are looking for more than
3,000 people, or almost 3 percent of the county’s population. In
neighboring Linn County, officials are missing 2,915 suspects.

The warrants include past-due speeding tickets and people
who fail to appear for minor alcohol offenses. But among the
numbers also lurk wife beaters and child molesters, thieves

and drugs peddlers, and drunk drivers.
Law-enforcement agencies in Iowa say they actively pursue

those they consider an immediate public threat — such as rapists,
kidnappers, and murderers. But faced with staff shortages and

budget crunches, officials say, they simply can’t devote resources
specifically to pursuing everyone with a warrant.

SEE WARRANTS, 4

Summer-like 
temps brighten 
the environs
Experts said today’s high of
91 degrees is nearly a 
record for this time of year.

SEE WEATHER, 7

REGINA ZILBERMINTS/THE DAILY IOWAN
Members of the Washington County, Pa., Sheriff’s Department arrest a woman on April 8 for failing to attend an alcohol program a judge
mandated after a theft conviction. Washington County dedicates six people to doing nothing except tracking fugitives.

David Hodges isn’t in prison.
He’s not in jail. He didn’t sit through a trial, and he

didn’t plead his case before a judge or jury.

Six years ago, police charged the then-Coralville
resident with viewing child pornography on a
University of Iowa computer. His trial was set,

then reset, then reset again. A judge denied a motion
to throw out the case. In January 2007, Hodges, who
had been convicted of same crime in 2003, failed to

appear for his pretrial conference.

Law-enforcement officials haven’t seen him since —
and that’s not unusual.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY REGINA ZILBERMINTS
REGINA-ZILBERMINTS@UIOWA.EDU

SUCCESS ON TWO TRACKS
Joey Woody brings an illustrious 
running career to the Iowa men’s track
and field coaching staff. SPORTS, 12
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monitor the situation and
the Legislature’s decision.

“Ultimately, the
responsibility lies with
[the Legislature] and
whether or not it
decides to fund this
project,” Albrecht said.

Sen. Bob Dvorsky, D-
Coralville, the head of
the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, said
the recent federal funds
require a $20 million
match from the state
over the next three or
four years. The Senate
hopes to include $6.5
million in the budget for
fiscal 2013, he said.

The state needs the
money to show the feder-
al government it is inter-
ested in the match pro-
gram, the senator said.
And Dvorsky said he
hopes the federal offer-
ing would help promote
passenger rail in Iowa.

“I just hope it shows
some momentum, that
there is some support
for passenger rail  in
Iowa,” he said.

It’s not yet clear how
much of the funding will
go to each state.

Rep. Dave Loebsack,
D-Iowa, said passenger
rail service from Iowa
City to the Quad Cities
or Chicago would ease
travel  for students,
businesses, and fami-
lies. The funding could
go to areas hit by the
economic downturn, the
congressman said.

“I hope this funding,
which provides a neces-
sary investment in new
locomotives and passen-
ger cars, will help
improve the Chicago-
Quad Cities-Iowa City
passenger rail corridor
and spur ridership,” Loeb-
sack said in a statement.

The grant is a fraction
of $2 billion awarded by

the U.S. Department of
Transportation to
improve high-speed rail
travel in the Northeast,
the Midwest, and Cali-
fornia. The funds, origi-
nally earmarked for a
high-speed rail line in
Florida, became avail-
able after Florida Gov.
Rick Scott rejected the
federal funds.

In total, the Midwest
is scheduled to receive
$404.1 mill ion to
expand high-speed rail
service, the press
release said.

The Department of
Transportation has pro-
vided $230 million for a
new Amtrak route con-
necting Chicago, the
Quad Cities, and Iowa
City in October 2010.

The project is sched-
uled to be completed in
2015, according to a
statement from Rep.
Bruce Braley.

Kelly McCann, direc-
tor of communications
for the Iowa City Cham-
ber of  Commerce —
whose members have
long supported the proj-
ect — said the Chamber
is “delighted” the feder-
al government is invest-
ing in Midwest passen-
ger rail.

“This is another step
in the right direction for
the Iowa City to Chicago
passenger rail route,”
McCann said.

TRAIN
CONTINUED FROM 1

By MOLLY IRENE OLMSTEAD
molly-olmstead@uiowa.edu

Jeff Nirschl stepped on
the football field and dom-
inated the game.

Daniel Tranel, a Univer-
sity of Iowa professor of
neurology, wasn’t sur-
prised. The field was locat-
ed on his farm, and Tranel
invited several of his stu-
dents there to play football.

“Jeff played with me
there and was one of the
great players that excelled
on the football field,”
Tranel said. “He’s the
same way in the class-
room. You can tell [Jeff] to
go analyze something in
the lab or to go out for a
long pass.”

Nirschl, a 22-year-old
senior will graduate hold-
ing the UI College of Lib-
eral Arts and Sciences’
GPA record, but he’s
defined by a lot more than
good grades and football
skills. After working as an
undergraduate research
assistant for two years, he
has developed an interest
in people and considers it
a priority to use his
research to help them.

Nirschl works with UI
Professor Chun-Fang Wu
to study the effects of
social interaction on the
biological processes of
flies.

“We have some sick
flies,” Nirschl said. “We
study aging in flies, and
these sick flies have a

mutation which, in
humans, causes some
forms of Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease. What’s interesting is
when we put these sick
flies with active young
healthy flies, their lifes-
pan doubles.”

When he started work-
ing as a research assistant
in Wu’s lab, Wu was skep-
tical about his ability to
handle the rigorous
research project in con-
junction with his heavy
class load. But Nircshl
immediately executed a
cross of flies that that sev-
eral graduate students
had attempted and failed,
Wu said in an e-mail.

What sets Nirschl apart
from his peers isn’t neces-
sarily his intelligence in
biology or dedication to
academics, but his affinity
for people. He takes his
research to heart and
makes an effort to help

people in every aspect of
his life.

A transfer student from
Kirkwood Community
College, Nirschl works
with the university’s Hon-
ors Program to aid the
transfer process for other
students coming to Iowa
after a year or two at
another school. He has set
up dinners and meetings
to give transferring Hon-
ors students opportunities
to meet with professors
and faculty in their fields.

Nirschl’s interest in
helping people transfers
into his study of biology.
Just as he’s witnessed the
benefits of strong social
networking for transfer
students, he studies the
effects of personal inter-
action on the life spans
and health of flies in
Wu’s lab.

“There’s really some-
thing unique about the
human experience and
sharing that connection
with someone,” Nirschl
said. “And to be able to
say that it has a biologi-
cal benefit and help peo-
ple using that knowledge
is just phenomenal.”

He hopes to continue
synthesizing his inter-
est in people and a
career in medical biolog-

ical research when he
studies at the University
of Pennsylvania’s medical
science training program,
in which he aims to earn
an M.D. and a Ph.D.

Finding students who
are well rounded enough
to contribute the academic
excellence Nirschl has
achieved and the level of
compassion he displays is
rare, Tranel said.

“People are a part of
me,” Nirschl said. “I love
research, but I want to be
able to help and treat
patients. Doing biomedical
research, finding out
what’s wrong with a per-
son and how their disease
works, and then being able
to take a treatment to
them just synthesizes
everything that’s impor-
tant to me.”

Rail travel in
the Midwest
States receiving $268
million in high-speed rail
funding: 
• Illinois
• Indiana
• Iowa
• Missouri
• Michigan 

Source: Department of
Transportation

For biology wiz, it’s the people
Graduate-to-be Jeff Nirschl has developed a strong interest in helping
people after working as an undergraduate research assistant at Iowa.

BRENNA NORMAN/THE DAILY IOWAN
UI senior Jeff Nirschl shows Professor Chun-Fang Wu a graph on fruit-fly life span in the Biology Building on May 6. Nirschl has worked with
Wu to study the effects of social interaction on the biological processes of flies. 

Jeff Nirschl
• Age: 22
• Hometown: Cedar Rapids
• Favorite food: Smoked
Salmon
• Favorite animal: “Cats.
By far.”
• Dream vacation spot:
Spain

Know someone we should shine a light
on? E-mail us at :
di-spotlight@uiowa.edu.
Catch up with others from our series at
dailyiowan.com/spotlight.

DAILYIOWAN.COM
Check out a photo slide
show of Jeff Nirschl.
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“We take all warrants
seriously,” said Linn Coun-
ty Sheriff Brian Gardner.
“It’s not like we turn a
blind eye to warrants that
come into our possession.
We just have to prioritize
them.”

But the state’s numbers
have been growing. While
they fluctuate day-to-day,
they increased by almost 5
percent — from 50,870 on
Dec. 1, 2005, to 53,360 on
Dec. 1, 2010 — before
falling to 51,583 on May 1.

During that time, the
state’s population grew by
3 percent.

“Sometimes, we never
find them,” said Johnson
County Sheriff Lonny
Pulkrabek. “But I’ve also
heard of people being
found years and years
after the warrant is
entered.”

SSttaannddaarrdd pprraaccttiiccee
Law-enforcement agen-

cies in Iowa attempt to
track down fugitives using
a priority system based on
the severity of the crime
and the freshness of the
warrant.

“We try to do the best
we can, with the manpow-
er that we have, to get peo-
ple with warrants arrest-
ed and get those warrants
cleared out,” said Pot-
tawatamie County Sheriff
Jefferey Danker.

All agencies — includ-
ing police departments,
sheriffs’ offices, and local
branches of federal agen-
cies such as the U.S. Mar-
shals — work to serve
warrants. But only when
they have time.

Each agency is fairly
consistent in its basic pro-
tocol. When a judge issues
a warrant, officers will
attempt to serve the docu-
ment. If an investigator
has been working on the
case, that person may try
to serve the warrant her-
or himself.

And serving warrants
quickly is vital.

“You have to jump on
them real quick,” said
Washington County, Pa.,
Sheriff Samuel Romano,
whose office maintains a
six-person squad exclu-
sively for dealing with
warrants. “Once they find
out you’re looking for
them, they’re like rats.
They run and hide.”

In many cases, officers
are successful. People with
warrants for minor infrac-
tions — some of whom 
didn’t realize the warrant
existed — are likely to take
care of the fine or court
appearance immediately.
Officers might find others
at the last-known home or
work address listed.

All warrants are also
entered into a national
database, kept with the
FBI, which officers use to
check the names of all sus-
pects, complainants, and
witnesses they come in
contact with — often
through traffic stops.

“Usually, there’s a rea-
son you have a warrant;
usually, you’re making bad
decisions,” said Iowa City
police Sgt. Denise Broth-
erton. “For a lot of war-
rants, people will have
contact with law enforce-
ment down the line.”

The difficulties for law
enforcement begin when
those routine steps don’t
work. Sometimes, people
have moved homes or
changed jobs. Some-
times, they ’ve left the
jurisdiction.

Hodges, the man
charged with accessing
child pornography on a
campus computer, has two
addresses listed in his
court file. No one
answered the door at
either of them when a
Daily Iowan reporter
knocked recently. In the
Iowa Sex-Offender Reg-
istry, he is listed as
“whereabouts uncon-

firmed.”
“There are certainly

people out there who we
are unable to track down.
Some people, we just aren’t
going to find,” Gardner
said. “We do actively
search for people who have
outstanding warrants in
the county. Hopefully, we
take care of the issue.”

If authorities can’t find a
suspect at a last-known
address, they’ll issue an
alert for the person’s car
and will use family,
friends, or other known
associates. How long
authorities pursue those
leads generally depends on
the severity of the crime.

Law-enforcement offi-
cials typically set the war-
rants aside unless new
information surfaces.

MMoonneeyy aanndd mmaannppoowweerr
Even the Iowa agencies

most focused on catching
fugitives must rely on
patrol deputies and offi-
cers to deal with warrants
in addition to responding
to routine calls.

“Officers are busy with
other calls,” said Dubuque
police Lt. Scott Baxter.
“Other calls for service
take priority, but if it’s a
slow day and the officer is
looking for something to
do, he or she will look for
warrants. Especially with
more serious or more
recent warrants — those
will draw more attention.”

Dubuque County had
1,943 active warrants on
Dec. 1, 2010. Baxter said
many officers will print a
list of warrants to take
with them on patrol.

Iowa officials agreed
the reason behind the
backlog boils down to two
simple factors: money
and manpower.

But other agencies
have seen success with
more focused warrant
enforcement.

Washington County,
Pa., is one, and The Daily
Iowan flew to there in
April for this story.

“You mean they don’t
have a warrant squad?
How do they catch anyone?”
said Romano about the typi-
cal setup in Iowa counties.
His belief was echoed —
almost word for word — by
others at his Pennsylvania
station. The 40-person office
devotes six people to track-
ing warrants. While the offi-
cers haven’t eliminated the
problem entirely, they have
gone from approximately
7,000 back-logged warrants
to around 5,000 over the
last 15 years.

Of the officials for the
12 Iowa agencies inter-
viewed for this story,
none had a warrant
squad or had heard of one
in the state.

“Ultimately, it’s a budg-
et issue,” said Ames
police Cmdr. Jim Robin-
son. “I’d say that’s proba-
bly the same for most
departments.”

Pulkrabek said John-
son County simply 

doesn’t have enough peo-
ple for such an effort.

“We don’t  have the
resources for that,” he
said. “We’re trying to
keep up with getting our
patrol division to level,
plus the jail division, too.
That would be in an ideal
world … We have a lot of
other priorities.”

The limited resources
force law-enforcement
officials to decide on pri-

orities, given the serious-
ness of warrants. But no
one could define the way
they draw the line on
which ones to no longer
pursue — it’s a “case by
case basis,” they said.

In 2010, police arrested
Mohamed Elkamil for
allegedly breaking into
Scheels through its sky-
light and, with an accom-

WARRANTS
CONTINUED FROM 1

REGINA ZILBERMINTS/THE DAILY IOWAN
Members of the Washington County, Pa., Sheriff’s Department approach a house while searching for two people with outstanding warrants on
April 8. They didn’t find the couple that day, but officials lauded the warrant squad, which is tasked exclusively with finding fugitives.

The 25 most-
populated
counties in Iowa
are home to the
following number
of warrants:
• Polk: 6,776
• Linn: 2,915
• Scott: 3,007
• Black Hawk: 2,250
• Johnson: 3,761
• Woodbury: 3,007
• Dubuque: 1,943
• Pottawattamie: 1,172
• Story: 1,086
• Dallas: 1,220
• Clinton: 1,161
• Warren: 1,109
• Cerro Gordo: 1,530
• Muscatine: 696
• Marshall: 853
• Des Moines: 1,053
• Webster: 1,112
• Jasper: 218
• Lee: 334
• Wappelo: 746
• Sioux: 577
• Marion:
• Boone: 282
• Benton: 185
• Plymouth: 710

SEE WARRANTS, 5

DAILYIOWAN.COM
Travel along as the
Washington County warrant
squad tracks down
criminals in a video feature.
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plice, reportedly stealing
17 handguns valued at
more than $11,000. The
other man pleaded guilty,
and Elkamil was released
on bond.

Johnson County prose-
cutors asked a judge to
hold the 20-year-old in jail
because they considered
him a flight risk. A judge
agreed, but it was too late.

Officials haven’t been
able to find Elkamil
despite a warrant for his
arrest. A recent knock at
his apartment door by a DI
reporter went unanswered.

On a recent Friday, two
members of the Pennsylva-
nia warrant squad had a
mission. It was 10 a.m.,
and the officers had locat-
ed and arrested two peo-
ple. Their next target was a
husband and wife — she
owed $3,000 in restitution
and court costs, and he had
reportedly missed hearings
for several charges, includ-
ing receiving stolen proper-
ty, reckless driving, and
failing to stop at the scene
of an accident They had
both allegedly fled to
Texas, but deputies heard
they had returned.

Cpl. Frank Konek and
Deputy Al Marcy went
from one residence to the
next. Driving an
unmarked car but clad in
bullet-proof vests with the
words “Sheriff Warrants”
prominently stamped on
the back and armed with
guns, Tasers, and pepper
spray, they visited what
they believed was the cou-
ple’s home. Using tips
from family, a towing com-
pany, and maintenance
workers at a nearby apart-
ment complex, they talked
to friends the couple had
reportedly visited, stayed
with, and spoken to in the
last few days.

They were tailed
throughout by two
deputies from the depart-
ment’s drug task force, in
a marked car, to transport
the fugitives to jail and
provide backup.

Finally, after four hours
— and a promise of a solid
tip the next day — they
moved on to the next cases:
a mother who failed to
attend mandatory alcohol
classes and a man who had
allegedly violated parole.
They arrested the woman
but couldn’t find the man.

“A lot of people ask,
‘You’re chasing people
around who owe a couple
dollars?’ They don’t know
the big picture. A lot of it
is restitution,” Konek said.
“At least you can give [vic-
tims] the satisfaction of
putting [offenders] in jail

and at least trying to get a
little money. You’ll never
get it back, but these peo-
ple need to be dealt with.”

Ultimately, officials said,
it is about the message the
warrant squad sends.

“Probably the biggest
thing is apprehending
these people after they
think they can get away
with it — bringing them to
justice,” Konek said.

Authorities in Washing-
ton County track people
using prescription drugs,
credit cards, and welfare
aid, Romano said. They
might load a car with
pizza boxes so fugitives
don’t realize who they are.
They need to be ready for
people carrying drugs,
knives, and guns.

But although Romano
and every member of his
Pennsylvania squad is
quick to bring up a high-
profile catch — such as
the three homicide war-
rants they served the pre-
vious month — they all
acknowledge a lot of their
work focuses on misde-
meanor warrants.

But Washington County
has a distinct advantage
over most Iowa agencies:
Its deputies don’t have
patrol responsibilities,
freeing the members up
for special assignments
such as drugs and war-
rants. And officials
acknowledge the squad
doesn’t really pay for itself
— though the unit often
grabs headlines.

West Des Moines police
used to designate war-
rants as part of the special
operations team’s respon-
sibility. But four years ago,
that team started shrink-
ing. A supervisor once had
four special-operations
officers. Now, he monitors
three traffic officers with
no one designated for spe-
cial operations.

SSoolluuttiioonnss
Law-enforcement agen-

cies across Iowa have
adopted practices to help
address the problem.

While they can’t afford a
full-time warrant squad,
many do “warrant sweeps”
several times a year. Some-
times, these are done in-
house. A supervisor gath-
ers some officers, gives
them a set of warrants, and
they spend several days
doing nothing but tracking
that list of people.

Others are done as part
of coordinated efforts.
“Operation Falcon” is a
nationwide initiative, com-
pleted around once a year
in individual locations
involving local, county,
state, and federal agencies.

Officials don’t have spe-
cific numbers, but they
say such efforts have a
high success rate.

Some agencies are also

having luck using the
Internet to engage the
public in their efforts to
find wanted individuals.
Several departments have
a “most wanted” section on
their websites; ideally, offi-
cials hope, members of the
public can look at photos
and call police if they iden-
tify those individuals.

Baxter of Dubuque said
his department has a 40
percent apprehension
rate, or 16 arrests since it
launched its website in
February.

Numerous law-enforce-
ment officials acknowl-
edged the public-safety risk
that arises when people
with warrants are walking
the streets. An explicit pub-
lic threat generally
prompts a thorough search
for the subject. But that
“risk” is difficult to define.

“Assault will be a high
priority, and officers work-
ing cases will follow up,
will try to get people
picked up on violent
crimes that threaten pub-

lic safety,” Brotherton said.
But she went on to say

even nonviolent offenders
continue to affect society.

“A lot of times, victims
in a case won’t receive jus-
tice until the person is
picked up — crimes such
as theft, forgery, narcotics.
If someone is out there
dealing, it affects families,
children. There’s a lot
more to it.”

Police departments in
Iowa can list the crimes
they’ve seen in the last
few weeks.

Officers in Dubuque are
looking for people charged
with domestic abuse, escape
from custody, and burglary.
On April 29, Robinson in
Ames had fresh warrants for
willful injury, second-degree
robbery, and third-degree
burglary. Des Moines police
had received new warrants
for weapons charges, inter-
ference causing serious
injury to a police officer, and
possession of weapons after
a high-speed car chase.

Warrants can run the
gamut. Many bench war-
rants are issued for failure to
appear and parole violations.
And that, officials agree, can
be a danger to society.

“If people have broken

the law and are still out in

society, there’s the possi-

bility they could break the

law again,” Robinson said.

WARRANTS
CONTINUED FROM 4

On the trail
WASHINGTON, Pa. — The five

men met in the parking lot of
a CVS to plan their approach.

Two men from the Sheriff’s
Office would approach from
the front, along with local
police. Two more would go
around the back.

And there was a dog — they
needed to remember that.
But when they arrived at the
downtrodden residence, they
didn’t find the couple, or their
son, or even their dog.

Just a note from the
woman’s sister asking her to
call and a purse in the back of
a truck across the street.

“You know there are eyes
on the house,” said
Washington County Cpl. Frank
Konek, looking into the gloomy
sky. “Giving him a description
of the car and of us.”

Deputies suspected Rebecca
Neel, who had four outstand-
ing warrants for failing to pay
$3,000 in restitution and court
costs, and Robert Falcon, who
didn’t appear for court hear-
ings on numerous charges,
had fled to Texas.

But they’d just gotten word
that a car registered to them
was towed from a nearby
apartment complex.

Konek and his partner,
Deputy Al Marcy, were sure the
two wouldn’t return to that
house.

Neel’s brother-in-law had
told the deputies the couple
may be staying with Sarah
Blackburn at the same com-
plex their car had been towed
from.

Clad in bullet proof vests
with the words “Warrants”
stamped prominently on the
back and with their hands
poised on the handles of their

Tasers, Konek and Marcy
knocked on Blackburn’s door.
When she answered, they
found her, another man, and
some marijuana in the living
room. Neither person gave the
deputies much information,
but authorities also had some
leverage over Blackburn — the
county-owned apartments
were extremely strict about
tenants’ criminal records.

“I’m gonna get kicked out of
here. We gotta tell them,” she
whispered as the door shut
behind the deputies.

Authorities received a
phone call from her before
they could pull out of the
parking lot.

They visited three more
places in search of Neel and
Falcon that afternoon, much of
it spent on the phone with
Neel’s brother-in-law. 

He clearly wanted to tell
authorities where they were,
Konek said. But he didn’t want
Neel arrested.

And “they’re scared to
death of them,” Konek said.

After hours of searching
and a promise from Neel’s
family to give them an address
the next day, the deputies
moved in to their next target —
a woman who failed to go to
an alcohol-treatment class.

“Last time, we found her in
a cupboard,” Marcy said.

They’ve also found people
under beds, in closets and ceil-
ings, and hiding behind water
tanks. Once they tracked
someone to a cave.

“You live in God’s country?”
Marcy asked driving back to
the station. “God forgot about
this place.”

— by Regina Zilbermints

REGINA ZILBERMINTS/THE DAILY IOWAN
Washington County, Pa., Cpl. Frank Konek and Deputy Al Marcy stand outside the home of two suspected fugitives on April 8. “You know there
are eyes on the house,” Konek said. “Giving him a description of our car and us.”
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From fiscal 2006 to 2010, the travel costs for the
University of Iowa police — largely incurred by send-
ing officers to training in Johnston, Iowa, and out-of-
state — have more than doubled. What required
approximately $35,000 five years ago now eats up
$75,437 of the budget; however, the costs of travel
aren’t the only thing that has changed.

Charles Green, the assistant vice president for the
UI police, told the DI, “When I first started [30 years
ago], you saw men and women, their entire career,
stay with one department, and a lot of people didn’t
have college degrees … It’s the exact reversal now.”

These days, campus-police recruits have big ambi-
tions but little training — precisely why they sent 26
of its 32 hirings since 2006 to training, costing nearly
$7,000 per officer for the 13-week course. After being
trained and gaining preliminary experience, these
officers tend to move on to higher-status jobs with dif-
ferent agencies fairly quickly.

Which is precisely why the UI police should stop
footing the bill. It makes little sense for the universi-
ty to pay to, essentially, train other institution’s secu-
rity personnel. With proportional state funding for
the state Board of Regents’ universities at a record
low, the UI needs to start finding ways to cut costs;
this is a perfect example of an area that could use
some creative pruning.

By hiring more trained officers or instating a con-
tract requiring trainees to remain with the campus
police for a number of years, there’s little doubt that
travel costs could be effectively decreased. At mini-
mum, the university would get more bang for its
buck.

But an even more effective cost-saving initiative
would be instating a program similar to Michigan
State University’s “green coats” — part-time positions
in which students assist with security at major uni-
versity events.

“The green coats were first established to work foot-
ball games, searching blankets and coats and any-
thing carried in” for objects not allowed on the prem-
ises, such as alcohol or weapons, special-events officer
Dave Oslund of the Michigan State University police
told the DI Editorial Board.

The program is one of the highest paying student
jobs on campus, Oslund said, and it attracts roughly
100 applicants per year. The students (and some staff)
have had such success with the “green coat” program
that they are now the “sole providers” of security at
home football, basketball, and hockey games.

With the level of security needed at home Hawkeye
football games and the increasing need for student
employment, the UI police would be wise to adopt a
similar program. (Plus, UI students don’t need $7,000
training to sniff out hidden alcohol.)

This is not to negate the importance of well-trained
officers when it comes to serious security issues on
campus. Certain new hirings, such as bomb-sniffing
dogs and their handlers, require out-of-state training,
as do several new specialized officers. However, for
basic training, the campus and city police could easi-
ly collaborate and mutually benefit from an on-site
center. (The University of Illinois, which trains its
officers on-site, expends roughly $18,000 for travel
per year – the UI spent nearly twice that, even in fis-
cal 2006, its lowest-cost year.)

A final obstacle for the UI police is retention. Why
is the job turnover rate so high, and what are bigger
departments offering that is so enticing for officers?
Instead of paying top dollar to train personnel from
seven different departments for the Threat
Assessment Team, perhaps some of the budget could
be used to answer the aforementioned questions.
Seventy-five thousand dollars could bankroll incen-
tives for longer commitments instead of training for
highly transient employees.

Between a hard glance at retention, questions
about hiring practices, and the possibility of a stu-
dent-help program, there should be some ways to
handle burgeoning costs.

And with the police’s inflated budget only slated to
further increase, it is time to invest in some alterna-
tive and cost-saving measures. We shouldn’t be pay-
ing to train other institutions’ police officers.

Sometimes, just for some
giggles (although, being an
American male, of course I
never giggle — that’s
reserved for females and
British males), I listen to
late-night radio on KXIC.

The radio station is, of
course, the local outfit
that broadcasts the Cubs’
games and Hawkeye
sports. (Speaking of
which, couldn’t the KXIC
people have found an even
more boring announcer for
Iowa softball, so that lis-
teners could doze off in
the top of the first inning
instead of the top of the
second? Get a better nap
that way.)

Outside of the sports, its
programming is utterly
right-wing. Hannity, Rush,
Dennis Miller — you get
the idea. This, in an
allegedly liberal communi-
ty. What’s up with that?

And then, late at night,
KXIC goes for the conspir-
acy-theory jugular. You
want late-night hilarity,
KXIC is the place to be.
(The station’s public-radio
counterpart, WSUI, on the
other hand, goes for the
British-accent jugular
with the BBC. Nothing
wrong with that, but
unless a Brit was part of
Monty Python, he or she
barely registers on hilari-
ty’s Richter scale.)

So, thanks to KXIC, I
now know a whole lot more
about UFOs than I ever
thought was possible, not
to mention necessary. (Did
you know that President
Obama looks a lot like ET?
Neither did I. It has some-
thing to do with the ears
and Roswell, N.M. The rea-
son I’m not sure is that all
that birth-certificate talk
puts me to sleep faster
than the Hawkeye softball
announcer.)

The other night, howev-
er, KXIC served up John
B. Wall and “Coast to
Coast” with guest Craig
Hewlet. Conspiracy heav-
en ensued.

Did you know that
Osama bin Laden didn’t
plan the 9/11 attacks; he
was a family man who
was set up by the
Americans. No, really.
(Well, all right; he was
such a family man that he
couldn’t stop marrying
women. Kind of like Bob
Barr or Newt Gingrich.
Though neither one of
them had anything to do
with 9/11. Maybe that’s
next week’s show.)

Same thing with
Saddam Hussein. I mean,
I had no idea.

Oh, and American cor-
porations prefer the
Chinese model to the
American model, and in 20
years China will dominate
the globe. We all better
start learning Mandarin.

Hewlet also alleged that
President Obama was no
different from President
George W. Bush. (Part of
my brain wanted to point
out that Obama’s team
found bin Laden and the
Bush-Cheney team didn’t,
so there’s one difference,
but details, details. Don’t
bother me with the facts,
as President Reagan once
famously said.)

Of course, saying
Obama is no different
from Bush is about as
ludicrous as saying eating
salt-water taffy is no dif-
ferent from sucking on
limes. (For that matter,
how different is eating
Coquilles St. Jacques from
flapping your elbows and
flying to the Moon?)

And a caller from
Wisconsin brought up the
“Jewish Conspriracy” that
controls everything, start-
ing with the Rothschild
family in Britain.

I thought the Rothschild
family lived in France and
made wines, but obviously,
I know nothing.

Well, I do know that
State Sen. Sandra Greiner
of Keota said, “I think it
opens up a new window for
universities. Are we going
to put the Steve King
Institute at the University
of Iowa? I guess so.”

What was she smoking?
Sarsaparilla?

I mean, Rep. Steve King
has about as much a
chance of having an insti-
tute at the UI as
Kazakhstan has of send-
ing a person to the Moon.

Not to put down
Kazakhstan. The country,
in its new capital, Astana,
boasts the largest “tent” in
the world, Khan Shatyr,
which took four years to
construct and cost $400
million. The top floor,
writes Ken Gessen in The
New Yorker, contains a
beach with sand shipped
in from the Maldives.

The Maldives apparent-
ly didn’t need the sand,
because the island nation
in the Indian Ocean
stands a good chance of
being engulfed by rising
seas caused by global cli-
mate change.

So 100 years from now,
the only way people could
get a glimpse of the
Maldives would be to go to
Astana and gaze at the
beach on the top floor of
the Khan Shatyr.

Seen any good grassy
knolls lately?

One of the fundamental
principles of popular gov-
ernment is that the power
of taxation and the expen-
diture of taxes shall not be
exercised for private bene-
fit or for gratuities to pri-
vate interests. Iowa’s
founders recognized this
principle when they
required that, for any pay-
ment or promise of public
funds, there had to be a
defined public benefit.

Senate File 390 (a com-
panion bill to House File
561, which has passed the
House) violates this funda-
mental principle and for
that reason, alone, should
not be enacted into law.

SF 390 sets forth an
unprecedented scheme for
transferring private citizen

money and public taxpayer
funds to MidAmerican
Energy Co., a privately
owned utility corporation,
for the purpose of subsidiz-
ing the possible construc-
tion of one or more nuclear-
power plants of indetermi-
nate sizes, of undefined
costs, at undisclosed loca-
tions, and at some indefi-
nite time(s) in the future —
if at all.

The funding would come
from so-called “riders” that
would be assessed on a
monthly basis on the bills
of each utility customer
served by MidAmerican for
as long as its owners aspire
to build a nuclear-power
plant — whether that cus-
tomer be a private resi-
dence or business, a state,

county or municipal gov-
ernment or agency, a local
school district or communi-
ty college.

Remarkably, should
MidAmerican be prohibited
by regulators from build-
ing, or should its owners
simply choose not to build,
any of the nuclear-power
plants funded by taxpayers
and ratepayers, the sur-
charges would be non-
refundable, and no
ratepayers or taxpayers
would have legal recourse
to get any of their money
back.

In short, the bill proposes
transferring private prop-
erty from citizens and gov-
ernmental agencies to a
privately owned corpora-
tion for no proven or

defined public benefit or
purpose. Such a scheme
palpably violates several
separate provisions of the
Iowa Constitution. Article
III, Section 31, of that docu-
ment states, in relevant
part, as follows:

“[N]o public money or
property shall be appropri-
ated for local or private
purposes, unless such
appropriation, compensa-
tion, or claim, be allowed by
two thirds of the members
elected to each branch of
the general assembly.”

SF 390, if passed into
law, would place at even
more serious Constitution-
al risk all of Iowa’s govern-
mental jurisdictions that
are located in MidAmeri-
can’s service territories. All

of those jurisdictions use
taxpayer money to pay
their utility bills. And, as a
result, the elected leaders
of all of those local govern-
ments would be required to
draw upon taxpayer funds
to pay surcharges for the
unenforceable nuclear
dreams of this utility com-
pany’s managers (thereby
effectively charging tax-
payers who are also
MidAmerican customers
twice for these surcharges).

However, unlike the pro-
visions of Article III, Sec-
tion 31, which provide the
Iowa General Assembly
with a way of bypassing the
proviso’s emphatic prohibi-
tion against using public
funds for private purposes
(with a two-thirds vote in

both chambers every year),
elected leaders of local
jurisdictions have no such
Constitutional fail-safe
routes. By following the
mandates of the new law,
local office holders whose
jurisdictions reside in
MidAmerican’s electrical-
service territory will be
forced to violate Iowa’s
Constitution.

While facing the political
pressures from Iowa’s utili-
ty-industry lobbyists, state
senators ought to reflect
upon the hard-earned wis-
dom of our forefathers and
deny MidAmerican’s
unconstitutional proposal
to finance this corporation’s
ventures.

Jim Larew is an attorney at Larew
Law Office in Iowa City.

We need a spring
festival

On the way back to Iowa City
from Madison, Wis., this past
weekend, I reflected on my
third-straight year going to
Mifflin Street Block Party and
came to the realization that
Iowa needs to have a spring
festival of similar fashion.

Out of the current 11 Big Ten
universities, six (that I know
of) have some type of “Spring
Festival” or event that helps
each school create some type
of identity and differentiates it

from the other schools. But
what makes us unique?

If you said Greek Week, take
a lap.

Illinois, as most know, has
its annual Unofficial St.
Patrick’s Day Celebration in
March, Northwestern has Dillo
Day in late May, Minnesota has
its Spring Jam at the end of
April, and Indiana has its
famous Little 500 each May.
Good God, even Iowa State has
a spring celebration each
spring with VEISHEA.

Indeed, most of these events
are outlets for alcohol con-

sumption and partying — but to
their specific schools, they
mean much more than that.

For example, Wisconsin-
Madison’s Mifflin St. Block
Party may be one big “party,”
but it originated with protests
against the Vietnam War in
1969. Known as one of the most
liberal college towns in the
country, Madison celebrates its
history by packing Mifflin
Street each spring.

In addition, Purdue’s Grand
Prix is a charity go-kart race
that helps raise money for
Purdue students. Indiana’s

Little 500, an annual bike race,
shares a similar concept and
raises money for a scholarship
fund for Indiana students, too.
Students helping students —
what a concept.

In the past three years here

I have seen this school lose its

sense of identity. With certain

university officials eliminating

fun and ignoring students’

wishes across the board, this is

our opportunity to start some-

thing great, students.
Alex French

UI junior

BEAU ELLIOT
beauelliot@gmail.com

The unconstitutionality of the nuclear-power bill

Growing police travel budget
should prompt search for solutions

The ever
grassy knoll

Your turn. Does the UI spend too much money on police travel?
Weigh in at dailyiowan.com.
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And experts say the
warmer weather is expect-
ed to persist.

Tim Gross, a meteorolo-
gist at the National Weath-
er Center in Davenport,
said Iowa City residents
should expect today’s
weather to be dry and hot,
with temperatures reach-
ing a high of 91 degrees —
nearly a record for this
time of year.

“It will definitely be a
shocker because the heat
indexes will be in the mid-
dle to upper 90s in some
locations,” he said. “So it’s
definitely going to feel dif-
ferent.”

Gross said the 90-degree
weather will last through
Wednesday, and tempera-
tures should return to the
high 70s Thursday and
high 60s Friday. The
chances of showers and
thunderstorms will be 50
percent Wednesday and
Thursday, but Gross noted

that warm temperatures
can also lead to severe
weather.

Nonetheless, an occa-
sional scorcher isn’t abnor-
mal in Iowa.

“It’s not unusual, espe-
cially when you have the
right setup,” Gross said.
“When we have strong
southerly winds bringing
up warm air, we can get
this temperature if the
clouds clear out and the
Sun comes out.”

The last 90-degree day in
Iowa City occurred in
August 2010. That year,

there was also a 90-degree
day in May.

UI freshman Jamie
Gluskin said she was
happy the weather had
warmed up but noted that
many UI buildings are too
warm to study in.

“It’s way too hot to study
in the library,” she said.
“Anywhere inside is so hot,
and it’s so nice to be out
here. It’s getting me really
excited for summer, and it’s
helping me get through my
finals.”

Computer-science major
Chase Reed said he’s glad
the long Iowa winter has
finally come to an end, and
this weather reminds him
of his California home.
Ultimately, he said, he
thinks it’s easier to work
outside than in a dark,

drab dorm room.
“It makes it a little bit

harder if I have to sit in my
room and do something on
my computer,” the UI fresh-
man said, basking in the
shade of a tree outside
Schaeffer Hall reading his
Kindle. “But if I’m able to
walk around or go outside
to write something, it
makes it easier.”

Meanwhile, other stu-
dents said the sunny skies
have helped them blow off
a little nonacademic steam
in between tests.

“It’s a little difficult,
because we have finals
coming up, but I’d say I’ve
managed to be out and play
some Frisbee or even take
my books outside, and ride
my bike,” said first-year
mathematics graduate stu-
dent Juan Murillo,
drenched in sweat after a
game of Frisbee outside
Macbride Hall. “I’m really
excited I get to be outside
more, and I’m looking for-
ward to the summer.”

WEATHER
CONTINUED FROM 1

Weather
Experts said a high of
91 degrees is nearly
record-breaking.
Today’s forecast:
• High: 91 degrees, mostly
sunny and windy 
This evening’s forecast:
• Low: 68 degrees, 20%
chance of rain/thunder-
storms

Source: National Weather Service

By KIRSTEN JACOBSEN
kirsten-jacobsen@uiowa.edu

Sara Manos said her
favorite Swahili phrase
means, simply, “to sleep
deeply.”

“Lala fo fo fo,” Manos
scrawled in Swahili on a
piece of paper late last
month.

The University of Iowa
African Studies student,
who’s in an intermediate
level Swahili class this
semester, is one of 64 stu-
dents in the program.

Swahili — known as
“Kiswahili” in the lan-
guage — has been taught
at the University of Iowa
since 1991, and the pro-
gram’s increasing popu-
larity has made it one of
the largest in the nation,
said John Njue, one of the
two Swahili instructors at
the UI.

But despite the pro-
gram’s relatively large
size, Swahili has received
minimal funding from the
UI, he said. The UI only
offers beginning and
intermediate courses
with an occasional compo-
sition class. The Lan-
guage Media Resource
Center at Phillips Hall
has only one Swahili lan-
guage instruction
resource; the Iowa City
Public Library has three.

“The ‘bigger’ languages,
they have a lot of
resources, a lot of pro-
grams, but in Swahili,
you’re lucky to have one
[edition of] text come out
in every five years,” Njue
said. “For the students
who wish to go further,
they have nowhere to go.”

So which UI students
would rather greet each
other with jambo instead
of hola or bonjour?

Njue said many stu-
dents seek an entirely dif-
ferent language than one
to which they’ve been
exposed before.

“When you ask some-
one if they speak any
other languages, and
they say yes, it’s not
impressive to hear ‘I
know Spanish or French,’
” said Nicholas Huns-
berger, a junior majoring
in political science. But
when you say, ‘I know
Swahili,’ it’s an immedi-
ate attention-getter and
conversation starter.”

At the UI, Swahili
classes are most often
occupied by African Amer-
ican students or athletes,
many of whom learned
about the subject through
word of mouth, Njue said.

Manos suggested that
incoming freshmen look-
ing to fulfill the language
requirement be given a
booklet listing all the
applicable courses, allow-
ing them to choose
beyond the usual Euro-
centric mix.

“I don’t know how many
academic advisers are
well-acquainted with [the
Swahili] program … I
think if more students
knew about it, more stu-
dents would be willing to
try it,” she said.

Unfamiliarity leads to
an ignorance of the cul-
ture, she noted.

“People often say, ‘I
don’t speak “insert vari-
ous tongue clickings
here,” ’ ” Manos said.
“Many people have no
idea where Kiswahili is
spoken or by whom …
they have no idea what
the culture is like.”

Now, the key for inter-
ested students will be
exploring countries where
Swahili is spoken.

This summer, the UI
Study Abroad Office will
offer its first summer pro-
gram in Tanzania, which
may help eager students

advance their Swahili
skills while obtaining a
unique education.

“Maji usiyoyafika hujui
wingi wake,” a Swahili
proverb states. “You can-
not know the extent of
water in a pond that you
have never been to.”

Swahili
gains at UI
The Swahili program has a
total of 64 enrolled students.

Swahili
Countries where Swahili is
primarily used:
• Tanzania
• Kenya
• Uganda

Source: Ethnologue: Languages 
of the world

ON DAILY IOWAN TV
Find out more about this
week’s forecast with
Daily Iowan TV weather.

DAILYIOWAN.COM
Check out a photo slide
show of students enjoying
Monday’s weather.
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UITV schedule

• Glass Shop Open, 8 a.m.,

W152 Chemistry Building

• Tech Help Tuesdays, 10

a.m., Iowa City Public Library, 123

S. Linn

• Pharmacology Faculty

Seminar, “T-tubule Remodeling in

Cardiomyopathies: A Common

Ultrastructural Alteration and

Novel Beneficial Effects of Pharma-

cological Interventions,” Long-

Sheng Song, Internal Medicine,

10:30 a.m., 2189 Medical Education

& Research Facility  

• Toddler Story Time, 10:30

a.m., Iowa City Public Library,

123 S. Linn 

• Technological Entrepre-

neurship Certificate Advising,

12 p.m., 3123A Seamans Center

• Breakthroughs in

Medicine, noon, Medical Educa-

tion Research Facility

• Technological Entrepre-

neurship Certificate Advising,

noon, 3123A Seamans Center

• Chemistry Three-Month

Seminar, “Chemical Investiga-

tions of Secondary Metabolites

from Selected Fungi and Fungal-

Challenged Peanut Seeds,” Scott

Neff, 2 p.m., W323 Chemistry

Building

• Voices of Experience Spring

Concert, 2:30 p.m., Senior Center,

28 S. Linn 

• Microbiology Seminar ,

“Macropinocytosis and induction

of cellular signaling events that

lead to infection by Ebola virus,”

Robert Davey, University of Texas

Medical Branch, 3 p.m., Bowen

Auditorium 3

• Library-Community Writ-

ing Center, 4 p.m., Iowa City Pub-

lic Library, 123 S. Linn 

• It Prevails, 5 p.m., Blue

Moose, 211 Iowa

• “Live from Prairie Lights,”

Rebecca Rasmussen, fiction, 7 p.m.,

Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque 

• Line Dance , 7:15 p.m.,

Robert A. Lee Recreation Center,

220 S. Gilbert

• Dance Party, 10 p.m., Yacht

Club, 13 S. Linn

STUDY MALL

Campus channel 4, 
cable channel 17

GABRIELLE ELIASON/THE DAILY IOWAN
UI juniors Cathryn Sloane and Jessica Lundgren study outside the Pappajohn Business
Building on Monday. Sloane, an English and journalism major, and Lundgren, a communica-
tions major, studied outside because “all the inside areas are crowded,” Lundgren said.

Know your
Ledge author:

• On average, I upset
people to the point where

they feel the need to throw
something through my
windshield once every

three years. That’s a life-
time average — not just

since age 16.
• Once, I listened to a

beautiful woman tell me a
35-minute story that ended
with “… and then one time,
this idiot wouldn’t stop hit-
ting on me despite that fact
I kept dropping increasing-

ly blunt clues that I’m a
lesbian.”

• You know those web
pages that say,“Your Inter-
net browser should return
to the homepage in 4 sec-

onds, or you can click here to
go there NOW”? I’ve never

not clicked here.
• I drive a 2005 Volk-

swagen Beetle. I don’t care
for it; I don’t like the inte-

rior, and its carrying
capacity is laughable. I

drive it for one reason and
one reason only: It is fun

to slowly drive by elemen-
tary schools during recess

and watch the ensuing
Slug Bug carnage.

• I hold the unpopular
opinion that ice cream is a
terrible culinary creation.

It is too cold, it is too
sweet, and — usually —
there is nowhere near
enough peanut butter
involved. Melting ice

cream is the only way to
make it a bearable dessert.

• Fight Club changed
my life. Since reading it,

I’ve stopped reading
Chuck Palahniuk novels.

• I once ate a block of dry
Ramen noodles just to see if

I could. I can. SCIENCE.
• I refuse to get excited
about lunar eclipses

because the same exact
thing happens, like, 12
times a year. Just much

more slowly.
• Despite popular belief,

I do not sleep in a hyper-
baric chamber. I do, how-
ever, sleep in a hyperbolic
chamber. It is the GREAT-

EST THING EVER.
- Andrew Juhl thanks Matt Gorman

for collaborating on today’s Ledge.

Daily Break

ARIES March 21-April 19 Getting along with everyone you encounter, per-
sonally and professionally, will ensure that you are in the running for
a position you want to acquire. Face any adversity with intelligence,
fairness, and compromise. Love is on the rise.
TAURUS April 20-May 20 You’ll be tempted to overspend on entertain-
ment, luxury items, or products that promise the impossible. Do your
research, and protect your assets. Someone who shows an interest in
you may have ulterior motives.
GEMINI May 21-June 20 Organize your space or entertain people you enjoy
spending time with. The more time spent discussing and sharing your
personal plans for the future, the closer you will be to turning what
you want to do into a reality.
CANCER June 21-July 22 Take time to listen to what others have to say.
Changes at home will create unexpected problems. Have the facts to
deal with each matter separately. The past may come back to haunt
you if you don’t do sufficient research.
LEO July 23-Aug. 22 Emotions will be strong but also helpful when it comes
to expressing the way you feel. Uncertainty will bring about change. Stay
on top of whatever situation you face, and you will come out the victor.
VIRGO Aug. 23-Sept. 22 Someone may try to take over when it’s important
that you stay in control and represent your way of thinking and what
you’d like to see happen. Don’t be afraid to put a little pressure on
your peers, coworkers, or family to help you get ahead.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 22 Getting involved in something you feel strongly
about will bring you in contact with someone who shares your con-
cerns and who has lots to offer. Interacting with people who can offer
knowledge, experience, and motivation will lead to overdue changes.
SCORPIO Oct. 23-Nov. 21 Work hard to stay on top of what you are doing,
or someone will try to derail your plans and upset your day. There are
financial and professional gains to be made, but only if you move
along at a steady pace and avoid controversy.
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Relying on someone else will disappoint
you. Empty promises will be based on what someone thinks you want
to hear. Focus on gathering the skills and knowledge required to
obtain a position where you will excel.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 19 Take a wait-and-see attitude, and you will
avoid someone trying to strong-arm you into doing something you
don’t want to do. Remain calm and observant, and when the dust set-
tles, you will be in a position to make your move.
AQUARIUS Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Your emotions will be tested, and affairs of the
heart will be impossible to ignore. Look at your options, and consid-
er what you can do in order to use your skills and attributes to get
ahead. Past experience and a personal relationship will help you.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20 Don’t share your secrets. Even if you think you
can trust the people around you, a secret agenda is apparent that
can lead to a false sense of security. Prepare to go it alone. Check out
job opportunities that will allow you to use your best attributes.

“ ”
Maji usiyoyafika hujui wingi wake.

— Swahili proverb. See story, page 7.

3 p.m. Celebration of Excellence &
Achievement Among Women Awards,
Keynote by Georgina Dodge, April 5
4:40 Finkbine Dinner Annual Awards
Ceremony, April 5
5:30 “The Federal Debt Impact on
USA,” Tippie College of Business expert
panel discusses the impact of the feder-
al debt, April 13
7 Women at Iowa, interview with Rachel
Williams, UI School of Social Work

8 Walk It Out Multicultural Fashion
Show, 15 organizations participate in a
collaborative initiative, April 9
9:30 Daily Iowan Television News
9:45 Finkbine Dinner Annual Awards
Ceremony, April 5
10:35 Daily Iowan Television News
10:50 Ueye, student life and activities
11 Women at Iowa, interview with
Rachel Williams, UI School of Social
Work
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Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
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By SAM LOUWAGIE
samuel-louwagie@uiowa.edu

After 11 years as an
assistant coach at Texas,
Marla Looper took over as
Iowa’s head softball coach
this season, leading the
team to a 27-24 record (9-11
Big Ten). She replaced
retired Hall-of-Fame coach
Gayle Blevins after her 22
seasons as the Hawkeyes’
head coach.

The Daily Iowan caught
up with
Looper
recently
about her
first season
in Iowa City
— from a
hot start to
an upset win
over No. 1
Michigan on
April 23 to the seven-game
losing streak that followed.

DI: How was the transi-
tion from longtime assistant
to head coach?

Looper: The biggest
adjustment wasn’t in coach-
ing the game or teaching,
but just kind of putting all
the pieces together. It hap-
pened so late in the year,
putting the staff together. It
took a while to meet the
players, and I think that
was the biggest challenge.
What kind of personnel do
we have, and how do we
make the most of it? 

DI: What was it like
replacing Gayle Blevins?

Looper: You know, Coach
Blevins is a legend in the
softball world. I’m very
appreciative to be in this
position.And the thing is I’m
not here to fill her shoes or
replace her. Technically, I
took the position and title,
but Gayle Blevins is Gayle
Blevins, and nobody will
ever replace her.

What she’s done with this
program and the foundation

she’s built is how we can be
successful. We’re going to
use that as a steppingstone.

DI: Would you call this a
successful season?

Looper: I would say yes.
That’s a tough question,
because at the start of the
season if you told me this is
how it would be, I’d say
‘Yeah, that’s a great success.’
But after going through the
middle of the season and
doing things so well, my
expectations rose. All of ours
did. So after the second
game against Michigan
[Iowa lost 3-2, blowing a sev-
enth-inning lead and a
potential sweep of the No. 1
Wolverines] it was kind of
like, ‘Oh, man, we could’ve
been even further.’ But I’m
proud of the girls and how
they came out this year.
We’ve got to wait a week and
find out if we put ourselves
in position for postseason.

DI: Can that upset over
Michigan serve as a sort of
signature win, and what
does it do for the program?

Looper: That’s a tough
question, because I think
that’s where the norm
should be. I don’t want to
rest on, ‘Oh, we beat ‘em
once.’ We should’ve beat
them twice. I wouldn’t say it
if I didn’t believe we could
do it.

It’s huge in the realm of
what we did this year in the
past, but in the future, that’s
what I expect. I expect us to
be the team people are trying
to knock off.

DI: How tough was the
seven-game losing streak
that came afterward?

Looper: It was tough.
When you start faltering a
little bit, it snowballs, and
we struggled to stop the
snowball. They kept work-
ing hard and trying, but I

think we were trying too
hard instead of just letting
it happen. At the beginning
of the season, it was just
happening for us. We start-
ed to force things to hap-
pen, and things didn’t go
our way. It’s tough to get
through that.

DI: What did you do this
year in terms of laying a foun-
dation for the future?

Looper: I think this year
was vital. We might not
have been able to put every-
thing into action softball-
wise, but we put into action
the philosophy behind the
program and where it’s
going. Being aggressive,
being assertive, not backing
down from anyone. It does-
n’t matter who’s on the
other side. That’s the direc-
tion we want to go, and this
year has helped us catapult
that a little bit.

Golden Gopher Invitational
in Minneapolis.

The Hawkeyes finished in
sixth place, and after the
tournament, Hankins sat
the team down for half an
hour.

“One of the things that I
like to do is that if something
is bothering me, you need to
take care of it immediately,”
Hankins said. “We sat
around in the clubhouse for
30 minutes and discussed
what we weren’t focused on.
Guys thinking we’re just
going to roll in there and be a
good team without putting
in the hard work.”

The team certainly

rebounded from that. The
next tournament —
Golfweek Conference 
Challenge — began the first
of four-consecutive wins for
the Hawkeyes, the most of
any team in the country dur-
ing the fall season.

Golfweek writer Lance
Ringler lauded Hankins’
coaching job.

“Mark Hankins has
proven himself to be one of
the top coaches in the game,”
Ringler told the DI. “I think
it’s absolutely a remarkable
job with what he’s been able
to accomplish in just a short
time at Iowa. Mark [Hank-
ins] is very well respected by
his peers, and the coaches

know that Iowa as a pro-
gram is one that people need
to contend with.”

Assistant coach Tyler
Stith, who has been with
Hankins for the past four
seasons, said this season’s
success is a product of a long
process that began when
Hankins was hired.

“Obviously, we’ve had a lot

of success this year. It has
been kind of a transforma-
tive process going from 155
[in the country] to as high as
No. 9 [this year],” Stith said.
“For our upperclassmen on
the team, it’s not something
that happened overnight, it’s
been three to four years of
work for these guys,and that
can be attributed to the
process that these guys have
committed to and the hard
work they’ve put in.”

With a third-place finish
in the 2011 Big Ten champi-
onship combined with a sec-
ond-place finish the year
before, Iowa has put together
its best two-year stretch in
history.

“[Iowa] is really one of
those teams you want to see
get to nationals,” Ringler
said. “[The Hawkeyes] did it
the right way — they
worked hard, they did it with

local kids. If people look back
at this Iowa program four
years ago, I don’t think any-
one in the world would’ve
predicted a top-20 team and
the Big Ten Player of the
Year [in Vince India].”

COACH 
CONTINUED FROM 12

This is not to say that foot-
ball will become the new bas-
ketball, or that Iowa basket-
ball is about to become a Big
Ten powerhouse. But at least
for next season, the expecta-
tions should be similar.

Football’s down year —
which would be considered
a .500 record or slightly
higher — would be consid-
ered an “up year” for bas-
ketball, especially after
four-straight losing sea-
sons. And for both teams,
this is possible.

Let’s start on Melrose
Avenue, where a new —
albeit likely solid — quar-
terback will start. Also,
many units lost their best
players to graduation, with

the defensive line losing
Adrian Clayborn, the
receivers losing Derrell
Johnson-Koulianos, and the
linebackers losing both Jeff
Tarpinian and Jeremiah
Hunter. Don’t forget Ryan
Donahue at punter, possi-
bly the best player in the
country at a very underval-
ued position. So a lot of for-
mer role players now
become the best player on
the (fill in the blank with
an Iowa unit), and the
expectations just can’t be
as high as last season or
the season before.

Meanwhile at Carver-
Hawkeye, Fran McCaffery
undeniably has the team
going the right way. The
cagers only lost Jarryd
Cole, not much of a factor
by his senior season after
an injury-riddled career,
and the team was young

last season. With another
batch of recruits, and the
inevitable improvement of
Melsahn Basabe and Bryce
Cartwright, I’d be shocked
if Iowa posts a record worse
than .500.

Another factor is the Big
Ten in both squad’s respec-
tive sports.

Basketball will be down
from the juggernaut it was
this season, especially
Purdue at the top. Add in
Nebraska — a usual bot-
tom-of-the-Big 12 team —
along with a lot of mediocre
Big Ten teams also on the
down such as Penn State,
Minnesota, and
Northwestern, and a move
to fifth or sixth place in the
conference isn’t inconceiv-
able for McCaffery.

Now, the only reason I’m
not saying this will defini-
tively happen is the football

schedule. Like many sea-
sons in which Iowa isn’t
expected to do well, it hon-
estly wouldn’t shock me —
and probably a lot of
Hawkeye fans — if the
team went 9-3 with an
Outback Bowl or Capital
One Bowl berth. Ferentz’s
squad has only one really
tough away game on paper
— the “Farmageddon” con-
test at Nebraska on Nov.
25. The team’s other two
trying conference contests
will be at home, with dates
against Northwestern and
Michigan State about a
month apart.

As usual with football,
neither 6-6 nor 10-2 would
surprise anyone. But with
basketball, don’t say there
wasn’t warning when the
hoops team performs up
to the level of football
next season.

DISCOURSE 
CONTINUED FROM 12
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Looper discusses first season

Looper
head coach

Printy headed to
USA Basketball
trials

Iowa sophomore guard Jaime
Printy will be one of 35 players
attending the 2011 USA Basketball
Women’s World University Games
Team Trials. The trials are set for
May 22-25 at the U.S. Olympic
Training Center in Colorado
Springs, Colo. 

The 12-player squad will be
selected after the trials, and will play
in the 2011 World University Games in
Shenzhen, China, Aug. 14-21. 

Printy was named an honor-
able mention All-American by the
AP and second team All-Big Ten.

A native of Marion, the 5-11
Printy was the first player in

Iowa women’s basketball history
to reach the career 1,000-point
mark as a sophomore.

“I am extremely honored to
accept an invitation to the team
trials,” she said in a release.
“This will be an incredible expe-
rience to compete against the
best players in the country.”

— by Jordan Garretson

GOLF

DAILYIOWAN.COM
Log on to view a video
interview with DI Coach of
the Year Mark Hankins.

YEAR END
SPORTS AWARDS
Other nominees
Second place: Larry Wieczorek
Third place: Tom Brands

Past Five Winners
2010: Lisa Bluder
2009: Tom Brands
2008: Tom Brands
2007: Tracy Griesbaum
2006: Daryl Greenan

Men’s golf earns
3rd-straight 
regional bid

The Iowa men’s golf team found
out Monday it will compete at the
Wolf Run Golf Course in Zionsville,
Ind., for NCAA regionals on May 19-21.
The Hawkeyes are the No. 3 team in
a 14-team field in which the top five
teams usually advance to the NCAA

championship. 
The No. 1 seed is Alabama, which

the Hawkeyes beat, 4-1, in the
Callaway Collegiate Match-Play over
spring break. Iowa has seen No. 2
seed Illinois many times this year
and was most recently paired with it
for the Big Ten championships.

The rest of the field consists of
Stanford, Wake Forest, Tennessee,
Indiana, Florida State, Michigan,

North Carolina-Charlotte, Memphis,
Wichita State, Missouri-Kansas City,
and Sacred Heart.

“It’s been a great year so far, and
we’re trying to continue to be
focused on practice and preparation,
even though we’re in finals week
here,” head coach Mark Hankins
said. “We’ve really played well
through the spring, and hopefully, we
learned our lesson from last year,

and we’ll be ready to play.”
The 14th-ranked Hawkeyes

missed advancing to the NCAA
championships last year by a single
stroke.

“I don’t think we played poorly
last year, but at NCAAs, you need to
come out and play with five players
and play well,” Hankins said. “I
think if we do that, we’ll be fine.”

— by Ben Wolfson

BASKETBALL

Q&A: MARLA LOOPER
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HELP WANTED

AUTO DOMESTIC

ARE you looking for a fast- 
paced job where every day is 
different? Apply to be a Pawn 
Broker at Money & More in Iowa 
City. Call (319)358-1163 with 
any questions. Mention this ad 
and receive a free DVD.

TOW TRUCK OPERATORS
Several part-time positions
available. Flexible but does
include rotating nights and
weekends. Perfect for students.
Willing to train.
Apply in person 7am-7pm:
Big 10 University Towing
3309 Highway 1 SW, I.C.

SUMMER work-
college students.
No experience necessary- we 
will train. Could be permanent 
after college. $1800/ month plus 
bonuses and scholarships.
(319)887-6976.

SUMMER help wanted.
Funcrest at Coralville Lake.
Fun, very fast-paced, take-out
eatery.
Cooking and cleaning required.
$7.25 plus tips.
(480)516-7855.

SEEKING part-time, outgoing,
well-groomed, responsible
driver to squire Clarabelle (our 
large cow) to events and hand 
out product and/or coupons in 
our marketing area. Must be 
able to lift coolers with ice and 
product in them.
Involves a combination of week-
days, weekends and holidays. 
Contact Lila (319)338-7575 or 
(800)397-7575 ext.104 or email 
lrockow@robertsdairy.com

ATTENTION UI 
STUDENTS!

GREAT RESUME- BUILDER
GREAT JOB!

Be a key to the University's 
future! Join 

THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
FOUNDATION TELEFUND

up to $9.50 per hour!!!
CALL NOW!

(319)335-3442, ext.417
Leave name, phone number,

and best time to call.
www.uifoundation.org/jobs

LOOKING for General Manager 
for fitness club. Must have great 
customer service and sales ex-
perience a must. Send resume 
to: ciyenlfw@yahoo.com

HELP WANTED

SECURITAS is seeking career 
oriented Security Officers in the 
Iowa City and Cedar Rapids 
area. All positions require indi-
viduals to work a flexible sched-
ule where no two days are the 
same as you observe and re-
port activities, make periodic 
tours of facilities, and check for 
irregularities at client sites. Must 
be 18 with a HS diploma/ GED, 
drug free, clean criminal and 
driving record, have reliable 
transportation and means of 
communication. Free uniforms 
available.
Please apply online at:
www.securitasjobs.com and
apply in the St. Louis region for
Iowa City. EOE. M/F/D/V.

REWARDING, fun, part-time
positions in Iowa City and
surrounding areas providing
care, supervision and engaging
in fun activities with children
and adults with disabilities in
their homes and in the
community.
Great opportunity for students
and others.
Flexible days and hours
available, good hourly rate. 
No experience necessary;
thorough training is provided.
Must be able to pass thorough
background checks. Drivers
license and safe driving record.
Please send cover letter and
resume to:
The Arc of Southeast Iowa
Attn: Christen
2620 Muscatine Ave.
Iowa City, IA 52240
or email to:
christenconrad@iowatelecom.net

BARTENDING! $300/ day
potential. No experience
necessary. Training provided.
800-965-6520 ext. 111.

HELP WANTED

EASY money. Home improve-
ment company looking to ex-
pand sales and marketing de-
partment. 10-20 hours/ week.
$500-$1000/ week. 
Motivated people please call
(319)471-7272

CAREGIVERS NEEDED
Immediate Positions Available
Dependable, caring individuals 
needed to provide rewarding, 
in-home care for the elderly.
Provide companionship, light
housekeeping, personal cares, 
run errands & meal preparation. 
MUST HAVE: High School
Diploma or equivalent; own
transportation and valid driver’s
license/ auto insurance.
Flexible part-time hours
available.
For immediate consideration,
contact:

Comfort Keepers
(319)354-0285

coralville@comfortkeepers.com
Each office independently 

owned and operated.

HELP WANTED

ARE you looking for a fast- 
paced job where you will get to 
deal with a wide variety of situa-
tions? Apply to be a Financial 
Officer at Money & More in Iowa 
City. Call (319)358-1163 with 
any questions. Mention this ad 
and receive a free DVD.

HELP WANTED

NOT READY FOR A BABY?
A wonderful family awaits your 
newborn, with a future full of 
love, education and financial se-
curity. We're licensed to adopt 
and would be honored to raise 
your child and help you through 
your pregnancy. Call us toll-free 
to talk. Kirsten and Marty
1(866)444-2626 or visit
www.kirstenmartyadopting.com

ADOPTION

Advertise for potential
employees in

The Daily Iowan
(319)335-5784

Classifieds
319-335-5784

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

“We’ve got one of the best
track coaches in the nation,”
sophomore hurdler Jordan
Mullen said. “Every event
that he ran, we’ve got 
amazing people in.”

Woody’s accomplishments
read like a runner’s bucket
list: high-school and college
record holder,10-time Drake
Relay champion, NCAA
champion, silver and gold
medalist at two separate
World Championships.

Approximately 65 people
applied for the assistant
coaching position Woody
now holds.

“I had people who I
thought were outstanding
candidates,” head coach
Larry Wieczorek said. “I
didn’t hand it to Coach
Woody on a platter by any
means. I felt like my future,
my career was at stake.”

“That was a tough
process,”Woody said. “It was
a real tough time for Coach
Wieczorek to make that
decision.”

But still,who was going to
turn down Joey Woody?

HHoommee--ggrroowwnn ttaalleenntt
“I remember trying to

break the school record in
the 600-yard run in fourth or
fifth grade so I could win a
Pepsi,” Woody recalled and
laughed.

Growing up in Iowa City,
he attended City High. He
was a three-sport athlete as
a Little Hawk, but nothing
was little about his drive to
succeed.

“He was such a competi-
tor,” said Woody’s high-
school track coach,John Raf-
fensperger, who spent more
than 40 years at City High.
“He was as good as a com-
petitor as I’ve ever coached.

“He wasn’t cocky, but he
was very, very confident
always of what he could do.
There was never anything
he thought he couldn’t do.
That separated him from
some of the other runners.“

Early in his high-school
career, football and basket-
ball were Woody’s main
interests.Track was nothing
more than a means to
become a better football
player. Raffensperger
described Woody as “kind of
average” on the track as a
freshman. In fact, he was
recruited by several Divi-
sion-II and -III colleges to
play football. Even the
hometown Hawkeyes were
after Woody, recruiting him
as a walk-on.

Not until Woody’s sopho-
more year did he start to like
track.

“One of the things that
stood out to me about Joey is
how much he improved
while he was in high school,”
Raffensperger said. “He just
got better each year … [his
senior year] he just
improved incredibly.”

Raffensperger recalled a
last-chance meet in 1992 in
which Woody wanted to help
a teammate qualify for
state.The 800 meters at this
meet featured Dave Novot-
ny, City High’s top 800 run-
ner, and a pair of West High
runners who were tops in
the state. Woody’s plan was
to simply run as the “rabbit”
through the first 400 meters
and try to push Novotny to a
qualifying time.

But once the race started
and Woody realized no one
had passed him through the
first half of the race, he kept
running. He won the race
and set a school record that
still stands 19 years later.

To this day, Woody holds
four City High track records,
including the 800 meters,
110 and 400-meter hurdles,
and the 4x400-meter relay.
He is also tied for the sec-
ond-best high jump in school
history.

CCiittyy HHiigghh ccaarreeeerr ccuutt sshhoorrtt
Heading into the state

meet during Woody’s senior
year, the Little Hawks were
a favorite to win their first
team state track title ever.
Woody himself was favored
in a few events and was sure
to score major points.

But he never made it.
Two weeks before the

meet,he was headed to prac-
tice when he was in a car
accident.

“I was turning left, and
somebody came and T-boned
me,” he said. “The guy was

going pretty fast and hit my
[car’s] side, so I was pretty
fortunate really. I was a little
out of it, didn’t want to go to
the hospital,but they kind of
forced me to go and found
out later I had internal
bleeding.”

Woody ruptured his
spleen, then faced further
complications from surgery.
He remained in the hospital
for almost two weeks, losing
nearly 20 pounds. Woody
never again ran in a City
High uniform.

“My main focus was to get
back as quick as possible to
prove I’m still worthy of a
scholarship,”he said.

When asked if Woody’s
scholarship was ever in jeop-
ardy following the accident,
then-Northern Iowa head
track and field coach Chris
Bucknam answered in a
strong,definitive tone.

“Never.”

RRuunnnniinngg wwiitthhoouutt aa ttrraacckk
Had it not been for Raf-

fensperger, Bucknam might
never have met Woody.
Bucknam was about to leave
City High’s guidance office
at the end of a recruiting
visit for another Little Hawk
runner.

At that moment, Woody
was passed on from his high-
school coach, a UNI alum, to
Bucknam.

“Raffensperger told me to
wait; he had someone he
thought I should meet,”
Bucknam said. “It’s seared
into my brain the image of
Woody walking into that
guidance office.

“He was skinny, wiry, and
just walked with a lot of con-
fidence. He had the perfect
build, long and lean. He had
that look;you could just tell.”

Bucknam immediately
handed over a questionnaire
to his newest prospect. The
recruiting trip had changed
gears at the very last
moment. He had to have
Woody.

But there was a glaring
hole in Bucknam’s sales
pitch to land one of the
state’s best hurdlers: UNI
didn’t have an outdoor track
facility. Luckily for Buck-
nam, it wasn’t obvious to
Woody.

“They did a little smoke-
and-mirrors game with me
where they had this beauti-
ful UNI-Dome and this
beautiful indoor track so you
kind of get in awe of that,”
Woody said. “You forget, ‘I
have got to see the outdoor
track at some point.’ Even
when I was on my visit, we
didn’t talk about it.”

For the majority of his col-
legiate career, he had to
train at a pair of nearby
high-school facilities, one of
which was an asphalt track.
Despite being a four-time
All-American,he was second
fiddle to the high-school
team when it came to prac-
tice schedules and track
availability.

Woody didn’t see an out-
door track at UNI until the
spring of his senior year. He
recalled running on it while
a painter told him and his
teammates to not run on the
wet lines.

Even without the proper
facilities, Woody trans-
formed himself into an elite
performer. He holds school
records in the 600 and 800
meters indoors, along with
the 110-meter hurdles and
the shuttle-hurdle relay out-
doors. As a senior, he broke
the Missouri Valley 400-
meter hurdle record with a
time of 48.18 and owns it
today.

Woody won the confer-
ence’s outdoor Most Out-
standing Track Athlete
award in 1994, 1995, and
1997 — he redshirted in
1996. He was an eight-time
Missouri Valley champion,
including winning the 110
and 400 hurdles in 1994, ’95,
and ’97. His senior year, he
won the 400-meter hurdles
at the NCAA champi-
onships, becoming UNI’s
first ever Division-I national
champion. Ten years after
he last suited up for the Pan-
thers, Woody was named to
the Missouri Valley All-Cen-
tennial team as a hurdler.

“He was one of those guys
you just can’t explain,”Buck-
nam said.

Woody had even more

success after college. He said
his greatest accomplish-
ment is winning the silver
medal at the 2003 World
Championships in the 400
hurdles. He was also part of
the 4x400-meter relay gold-
medal effort during the 1999
World Championships.

OOnnee ooff aa kkiinndd
Woody first went to the

Drake Relays his sophomore
year of high school. He was
an alternate for City High’s
4x200-meter relay team; the
group ran once and was
done. But the surrounding
atmosphere and athletes
had a profound effect on the
young runner.

“One thing I do remember
is just seeing guys like
Michael Johnson compete
for Baylor and just seeing
that this is an awesome
sport,” Woody said. “That’s
where I got that excited
taste in my mouth about
track and field.”

When Woody returned to
the Drake Relays in his sen-
ior year of high school, he
won the 400 hurdles in
record time and ran the first
leg of City High’s first-place
4x400-meter relay team. He
also placed second in the
110-meter hurdles and the
high jump. For his efforts, he
was named the Outstanding
Performer of the meet.

Two years later, Woody
accomplished something no
one else has in the more
than 100-year history of the
Relays. After winning the
800 meters and 400 hurdles,
the then- UNI sophomore
was again named the Out-
standing Performer of the
meet. He became the only
athlete ever to win the Out-
standing Performer award
in two different divisions.

The year is memorable to
Woody for yet another rea-
son, though — it was snow-
ing.

“We’re running the shut-
tle hurdle relay, and it was
coming down so hard, you
could not see the athlete
coming at you until about
the last two hurdles,”Woody
said. “It was just coming
down. It was crazy.”

Over the next 10 years, he
added another 400-hurdles
title while in college and five
more in the invitational 400-
meter hurdles.

“Joey would be right up
there with the best of them
that I saw,” said Paul Morri-
son, a Drake athletics histo-
rian who has attended 73-
consecutive Drake Relays.
“He was special.”

And so are the Relays to
Woody. So much so that he
and his wife, Heather,
named their now 8-year-old
son Drake.

CCooaacchhiinngg uupp tthhee bbeesstt
In March, Woody was

named the Midwest Region
Assistant Coach of the Year.
The award came on the
heels of Justin Austin,
whom Woody played a large
role in recruiting, winning
the 200 meters at the Big
Ten indoor championships.

Under Woody’s tutelage,
six Hawkeyes earned all-
American status following
this year’s indoor season.

“He’s been instrumental,”
Wieczorek said. “He’s been
huge, just huge.”

Perhaps Woody’s greatest
coaching job has been devel-
oping Steven Willey. When
Willey came in as a fresh-
man, Woody described him
as someone who “almost was
on the cut list.”

Now a senior, Willey is a
defending outdoor 400-
meter Big Ten champion
and a three time All-Ameri-
can.

“I couldn’t have asked for
a better coach coming in as a
freshman,”Willey said.

At a practice two weeks
ago, Zeke Sayon ran down
one stretch of the track. As
he approached the corner,
Woody came off the side of
the track, running in front of
Sayon, pretending to take a
baton from the sprinter.

While seeing Woody run
with his athletes now may
be rare, it is not over the
summer and during first-
semester workouts. He
likes to maintain a 
competitive edge whenev-
er possible.

“It brings us closer
together,” Mullen said. “It
makes us run harder
because, well, nobody
wants to lose to his coach.”

Not even if he’s Joey
Woody.

WOODY 
CONTINUED FROM 12

DAILYIOWAN.COM
Log on to view a video
feature including an 
interview with Joey
Woody. For more news, log onto 

dailyiowan.com
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REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

HOUSE
FOR SALE

CONDO
FOR SALE

CONDO
FOR SALE

TOWNHOUSE
FOR SALE

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

LARGE, close-in, W/D, A/C,
parking, 7- 8 bedrooms.
(319)512-0544.

AUGUST FREE. Four bedroom,
two bath, W/D, dishwasher,
parking, A/C, close-in.
www.hawkeyehouses.com
(319)471-3723.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

TWO bedroom, two bath, avail-
able May 1. W/D, two car ga-
rage, large deck, bus route, 
trails, gym. 8 minutes from 
downtown. $1075/ month.
(213)810-0923.

MEADOWLARK CONDOS-
Eastside- two bedroom, one 
bath, secure building, carport, 
storage, W/D hookup plus 
on-site laundry. Small pet nego-
tiable. $525/ $550 plus utilities. 
RCPM (319)887-2187.

CONDO
FOR RENT

TWO bedroom, eastside Iowa 
City, W/D hookups, NO PETS. 
$575 plus utilities. August 1. 
(319)338-4407.

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

TOWNHOME, four bedroom,
three bath, two car garage.
Quiet, eastside Iowa City
neighborhood. $189,900.
Kimberly (319)541-8528.

TOWNHOUSE
FOR SALE

HUGE five bedroom, two bath-
room penthouse apartment near 
downtown, free parking, 501
Bowery St. Available 8/1/11.
$1995/ month. (319)351-0360
or cruiseapartments@aol.com

FIVE OR MORE
BEDROOMS

THREE bedroom, walk to cam-
pus. August 1st. 1100 sq.ft. Six
closets, dishwasher, parking.
$1140, H/W paid. No pets.
(319)855-9279.

THREE bedroom, two bath, 
FREE parking, internet, laundry,
five minutes to downtown. 
$1000 plus utilities.
(319)331-6143.

THREE bedroom, 1-1/2 bath, 
three blocks from downtown, 
behind Lou Henri Restaurant, 
C/A, $1000 plus utilities.
(319)330-2503.

FOUR bedroom, two bathroom,
all appliances, W/D, deck,
FREE parking! 12 N.Dodge,
available now, $1795.
(319)887-6450 or
beckyhouser@
houserdevelopment.com

FOUR bedroom, two bath, 
internet, laundry, five minutes to 
downtown, secured parking 
available. $1450 plus utilities. 
(319)331-6143.

FOUR bedroom, two bath,
FREE parking, internet, laundry,
five minutes to downtown.
$1350 plus utilities.
(319)331-6143.

DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail: 
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

AWESOME four bedroom, two 
bath, downtown apartment. Five 
minute walk to campus. Large, 
private balcony. $1595/ month.
Available 8/3/11.
(319)351-0360.
www.cruiseapartments.com

AVAILABLE August 2011.
Renovated four bedroom, two
bath, downtown. Great spot.
$1950. (319)351-1964.

AUGUST 1. Large three bed-
room, two bath, W/D hookups, 
eastside, one car garage, H/W 
paid, $1250/ month, pets nego-
tiable. (319)331-8801.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

WOODLANDS APARTMENTS
Two bedroom, one bath, W/D in
unit, central air, some with
decks, on city busline.
Some units allow cats for an
additional fee.
$650-$680.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
southgateiowacity.com

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

TWO bedroom, walk to campus. 
August 1. 860 sq.ft. Four clos-
ets, dishwasher, parking.
$860, H/W paid. No pets.
(319)855-9279.

TWO bedroom, walk to campus. 
August 1. Parking. $749, H/W
paid. No pets. (319)855-9279.

TWO bedroom, three blocks 
from downtown,  behind Lou 
Henri Restaurant. $575-$800. 
(319)330-2503.

TWO bedroom, one bath, FREE 
parking, W/D, dishwasher, $875 
plus utilities. NO PETS. 
www.raematt.com
(319)351-1219.

TWO bedroom on Newton
Road. Off-street parking,
no pets.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

PARK PLACE has a two bed-
room available May 19 for $625, 
includes water and garbage. 
Laundry on-site, 24 hour main-
tenance. Call (319)338-4951 for 
more details.

NOW leasing Sycamore
Apartments. Two bedroom units
$775-$800. Newer buildings,
secured entry, W/D hookups.
DOGS WELCOME with fee.
Contact AM Management
(319)354-1961.
www.ammanagement.net

KEOKUK STREET
APARTMENTS
Large two bedroom, two bath 
units with dishwasher, micro-
wave, central air, on-site laun-
dry, on city busline. $670- $700. 
SouthGate (319)339-9320
Southgateiowacity.com

GREAT VALUE!
I.C. Two bedroom, one or two 
bath, quiet, clean, non-smoking, 
close-in, free parking. $795 and 
$865. Fall. (319)351-0946.

DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail: 
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

CROSS PARK APARTMENTS
Two bedroom, two bath,
dishwasher, microwave, on-site
laundry, central air, entry door
system, some with deck or
patio, on city busline.
$600-$630.
SouthGate (319)339-9320
southgateiowacity.com

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 
balconies, 2 walk-in closets, 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, free garage parking,
courtyards, elevator, laundry.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784

QUIET one bedroom, eat-in
kitchen, small pets ok, no
smoking, professionals.
(319)338-4774.

ONE bedroom, quiet,
no smoking, no pets. 715 Iowa
Ave. $535/ month, heat paid.
Available 8/1/11.
(319)330-7685.

ONE bedroom near UIHC/ Law.
H/W paid, no pets, off-street 
parking.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

EFFICIENCY near UIHC/ Law.
H/W paid, no pets, off-street
parking.
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

SEVILLE APARTMENTS has 
one and two bedroom sublets 
available in June. $620 and 
$715 includes heat, A/C, water 
and garbage. Laundry on-site, 
parking and 24 hour mainte-
nance. Call (319)338-1175.

ONE/ TWO bedroom, W/D,
$585-$620, some utilities paid.
k-rem.com (319)354-0386.

MAY MOVE IN SPECIAL!
$300 towards deposit, rent or
moving expenses.
Cedar Crest Apartments
1100 O Ave. NW, Cedar Rapids
Affordable housing for those 55
and older.
Smoke free facility, many
amenities. Must see!
Call today for an appointment
(319)213-3938.

LARGE one, two bedroom
apartments near campus,
$660/ month. (319)594-0722.
www.HiloManagement.com

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, efficiencies 
and houses, nice places with 
THE ONLY SWIMMING POOL
APTS in campus/ downtown lo-
cation, garage parking, utilities.
www.asirentals.com
Call (319)621-6750.

1, 2 and 3 bedroom units
available in Saddlebrook for
current and fall leasing.
Cats welcome with fee.
Contact AM Management
(319)354-1961.
www.ammanagement.net

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

ONE room available May 15.
$330/ month plus utilities, ages
18-25. Three bedroom house
located at 1810 7th Ave. Ct.,
Iowa City.
Off-street parking, finished
basement, two bathrooms, C/A,
busline, bar and sauna, large
backyard, W/D and all other
appliances.
See interior/ exterior photos at:
w w w . b u x h o u s e s . c o m .  
(319)631-3052.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
MALE

FEMALE roommate wanted in 
three bedroom older home, utili-
ties and heat extra, off-street 
parking, laundry, close to down-
town and campus. Available 
8/1/11. (319)360-1825.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
FEMALE

121 N. VAN BUREN
Rooms for rent in large house. 
Share kitchen/ bath/ laundry. All 
utilities paid, $395-$435/ month.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

ROOM FOR RENT

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

CALL US FIRST for top prices
paid and prompt removal of
your older car or truck.
(319)338-7828.

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

USED washers, dryers, stoves,
microwaves, refrigerators.
Warranty.
Foster Appliance (319)338-5489.

APPLIANCES

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
(319)338-4357

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

TWO GUYS TWO TRUCKS
twoguystwotrucks@gmail.com
(319)455-MOVE

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

GOT FURNITURE TO MOVE?
Small Hauls
$35/ load. Iowa City.
Call (319)351-6514.
alsmallhauls@gmail.com

MOVING

U STORE ALL Self Storage
Individual units from
5’x10’ to 20’x20’.
Concrete buildings, steel doors.
Visit us online:
www.ustoreall.com
(319)337-3506.

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available: 
5x10, 10x20

(319)354-2550, (319)354-1639

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. (319)351-3562.

PETS

SURE, we could buy a large,
flashy ad, but we’d rather give
you more money for your
books.
Defunct Books,
521 E. Washington,
across from the Co-op.
www.defunctbooks.com

BOOKS

SAM’S PIZZA
is hiring server positions and
bartenders for summer and fall.
Apply at 441 S.Gilbert St.

PART-TIME COOK
needed at Murphy’s Bar & Grill 
in Riverside, IA. Apply in person 
or call (319)648-2888 and ask 
for Jerry.

LA CAVA MEXICAN
RESTAURANT now hiring
experienced servers, line cooks
and hosts. Apply within:
1810 N. Coral St., Suite B,
Coralville, IA 52241.

RESTAURANT

DUE to increased census,
Pioneer Park, a skilled nursing
facility, is hiring:
CNA’s (full and part-time)
RN (part-time, every other
weekend)
Social Worker (full-time)
Universal Worker (weekends,
part-time)
Qualified applicants only,
LTC experience preferred.
Apply in person at:
501 East Pioneer Road,
Lone Tree, IA or email resume
to: lthccadmin@lthcc.com

MEDICAL

CHILDCARE AIDE
Shimek BASP seeks after
school childcare worker for rest 
of school year and next year. 
Experience and creativity
encouraged. 2:45-5:30pm M, T, 
W and Friday. 1:45-5:30pm Th.
Call (319)530-1413 and ask for
Matt or email me at
mattlarson22@gmail.com

EDUCATION

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in 
Iowa City. 100% FREE to join! 
Click on surveys.

HELP WANTED

Classifieds
319-335-5784
319-335-5785
fax: 319-335-6297
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SOFTBALL
Marla Looper talks about her first season as the
Hawkeyes’ head coach.  99

Woody still races
ahead

Joey Woody brings an illustrious track
career to his coaching experience at Iowa. 

By BEN SCHUFF
benjamin-schuff@uiowa.edu

Joey Woody stood over one of his athletes at the Cretzmeyer Track.The
37-year-old wore black athletics pants, a black, long-sleeve shirt 
showcasing Iowa’s gold Tigerhawk logo, and black sunglasses. His words
came from tremendous personal experience.

Now in his fifth year as an assistant coach for the Iowa men’s track
and field team, Woody has taken several sprinters and middle-
distance runners to levels unmatched before his arrival.

Cross-sport comparisons
are tough, but there’s no
debate that for the last
four seasons, Iowa football
has done better than
men’s basketball.

Basketball has had zero
winning seasons in its
past four, whereas football
has had zero losing sea-
sons — with a 6-6 2007

record its worst during
that time period.

So there’s no way basket-
ball will have a better win-
ning percentage than its
Kinnick counterpart in
2011-12, right? It’s hard to
fathom.

Maybe it’s because foot-
ball has had a combined 19-
7 record over the past two
years compared to basket-
ball’s 21-42 mark, or maybe
it’s because an entire four-
year undergraduate stu-
dent body hasn’t seen a
winning basketball team.

But a shift may be
afoot.

By BEN WOLFSON
benjamin-wolfson@uiowa.edu

Mark Hankins had
numerous success as a 
college golf coach at his 
previous two schools — the
University of Texas-Arling-
ton, where he won eight
tournaments in his two-
year stint before he went to
Michigan State. After lead-
ing the Spartans to Big Ten
titles in 2005 and 2007,
Hankins accepted the Iowa
head-coach position when
the Hawkeyes were coming
off a last-place finish in the
Big Ten.

In his fourth season at
Iowa, Hankins has accu-
mulated seven tourna-
ments victories with five of

them coming during the
2010-11 season. With the
national success of the
Iowa golf program, Hank-
ins has been selected as
this year’s Daily Iowan
Coach of the Year.

“I kind of sold the Uni-
versity of Iowa on that I’d
done this at two other
universities,” Hankins
said. “I’m very happy we
could actually get this to
come about, maybe ahead
of schedule a little bit.
I’m extremely proud of
our players for continu-
ing to learn.

“This year to go out and
win that many golf tourna-
ments … to win one or two
is a great year — to win
five is really just a great

accomplishment.”
Before the season began,

the Hawkeyes were expect-
ed to field a solid team in
the Big Ten — all five
starters were returning as
upperclassmen after miss-
ing out on the 2010 NCAA

championship by a single
stroke.

With a team full of high
expectations, it came out
flat in Iowa’s first tourna-
ment of the season — the

THE SPORTING DISCOURSE

Men’s hoops to
bounce back

IAN MARTIN
ian-martin@uiowa.edu

SEE DISCOURSE, 9

YEAR END AWARDS

Hankins top Hawk coach

SEE COACH, 9

DAVID SCRIVNER/THE DAILY IOWAN
Iowa assistant coach Joey Woody stands on the Cretzmeyer Track on May 3. Woody was the 1997 NCAA champion in the 400-meter hurdles while attending Northern Iowa, and he earned
a silver medal in the 400-meter hurdles at the 2003 World Championships in Paris.

SEE WOODY, 10

FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY IOWAN
Iowa head coach Mark Hankins watches his golfers on Sept. 16, 2010. 

Mark Hankins has been named the
Daily Iowan Coach of the Year.Iowa men’s basketball has as much

potential as football for 2011. 
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