
By EMILY BUSSE
emily-busse@uiowa.edu

Eric Asboe has written a
letter every day since October.
It’s part of his job.

With the Iowa City compa-
ny “A Literal Letter Service,”
the 26-year-old and his friend,
John Engelbrecht, take orders
from the Iowa City communi-
ty and customers around the
country to compose and mail
letters for someone else.

And the best part? It’s
all free.

The letters are more than
ink and paper. Written either
by hand or on a typewriter,
some notes are enhanced with
sketches or mini watercolor
paintings. Sometimes, they
are folded into homemade
envelopes of duct tape.

“We’re making little pieces
of artwork for one audience
member,” Asboe said.

Since 1996, the amount of sin-
gle-piece, stamped mail has
dropped by 45 percent and, in a
society of dwindling postal use,

Asboe and Engelbrecht’s free
service offers a quirky alternative
to e-mail,texting,and Tweeting.

“There’s an intentionality of

it as opposed to being bored.
It’s something you can’t acci-
dentally do,” Asboe said. “I
knew how special and great it

can be to find a letter waiting
for you.”

The idea for A Literal Let-
ter Service came from the
duo’s job at Public Space One.
Originally intended to be a
“wacky fundraiser” or publici-
ty stunt for the nonprofit art
and performance venue, it
has now transformed into a
daily job.

“A lot has changed since we
started,” Asboe said, noting
they have written close to 200
letters. “I didn’t think it would
happen as often or go for 
as long.”

But the originality and nov-
elty of each of their letters
keep customers coming back
and adding new ones as they
send them out.
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By JORDAN FRIES
jordan-fries@uiowa.edu

Officials from the Iowa Board of Phar-
macy voted unanimously to recommend
that the state Legislature legalize the use
of medical marijuana on Wednesday.

The proposal would reduce marijuana
from a Schedule I controlled
substance to a Schedule II,
classifying the drug as pre-
senting the potential for
abuse but also having
acceptable medical uses.

If the suggestion passes
through the Legislature, the
Board of Pharmacy would
become the nation’s first
such organization to back
medical marijuana use.

Lloyd Jessen,the director of Iowa’s Board of
Pharmacy, said because a state agency made
the recommendations, a legalization bill can-
not be filed until next year at the earliest.

“We are limited in that regard, but
there is nothing stopping state legislators
from passing this eventually,” he said. “I
know the board is very pleased in the out-
come. This decision is the culmination of a
pretty massive undertaking.”

By MORGAN OLSEN
morgan-olsen@uiowa.edu

A new project is underway in the UI
Main Library. Just past the Information
Arcade, a room is being transformed into
an interactive high-tech classroom.

UI officials have started to build several of
these technology-assisted classrooms around
campus.Another is located in MacLean Hall.

These classrooms are becoming reality
through the UI Transform, Interact, Learn,
Engage program, with the help of the Office
of the Provost, Information Technology Ser-
vices, and the Center for Teaching.

Inspiration for the project came from
classrooms in use at the University of
Minnesota and North Carolina State.
Jean Florman, the director of the UI Cen-
ter for Teaching, visited the University of
Minnesota last year to sit in on a biology
class using the technology.

MOHAMMED ALHADAB/THE DAILY IOWAN
Eric Asboe sits in Fair Grounds Coffeehouse on Feb. 8. “I knew how special and great it can be to find a letter waiting for you,” said Asboe, who writes 
letters for “A Literal Letter Service,” an Iowa City group that writes and sends letters for free.

By NORA HEATON
nora-heaton@uiowa.edu

It’s the smiles they remember.
The Miles of Smiles Team,made

up of Iowa City doctors and non-
medical volunteers, will take its
expertise to Xela, Guatemala,
today to spend 10 days correcting
cases of cleft lip and palate.

The team members will be
able to help 60 to 80 patients and
for Peter Wallace, a retired pedi-
atrician, that’s many new smiles
to remember.

“That’s what to look for,” he said,
remembering one woman’s reaction
when her son returned from sur-
gery. “She literally danced around
the whole unit. She was ecstatic.
And you can see it in that smile.”

The team of physicians, nurs-
es, Rotarians, and ancillary per-
sonnel has made an annual trip
to Guatemala for the past five
years. They work to repair cleft
lip and palate, birth defects
caused by abnormal facial devel-
opment and help train
Guatemalan doctors and nurses

to treat the affliction.
Cleft lips and palates are some

of the most common birth
defects, and they will occur in
about 1 in every 700 births,
according to the National Insti-
tutes of Health. In the United
States, corrective surgery is com-
monly done before the child is 1.

But for the Guatemalan
patients who visit the team’s
clinic, treatment is a luxury they
can’t afford.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION
A trio of envelopes is shown. Writers for “A Literal Letter Service” like to
add their artistic touches to envelopes and letters.
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“Everyone was extremely
engaged and busy working
through problems,” she said
in describing the class of
approximately 112 students.

“There aren’t many peo-
ple in the professional
world who sit behind a
desk and don’t talk to any-
one during the day,” said
Beth Ingram, the associ-
ate provost for undergrad-
uate education. “You have
to problem solve with oth-
ers, and this will help stu-
dents learn those skills.”

The classroom under con-
struction in the library will
have six round tables, each
accommodating nine stu-
dents. Students will work
on computers and have a
central computer mounted
on a wall near their table.
The classroom has one cen-
tral screen, which the pro-
fessor can use to post
important information.

Some have expressed
concerns these classrooms
could take away from the
teaching process.

“I think the technology
would be beneficial,” UI
sophomore Natasha San-
tos said. “I just wouldn’t
want to see a decrease in
face-to-face communica-
tion between students 
and teachers.”

While Ingram under-
stood the concern, she
said, the classrooms are
meant for student and
professor interaction and
that professors would still
lead the class.

“The classrooms aren’t
about just sitting in front of
a computer,” Ingram said.
“It’s about interaction and
a new way of thinking.”

While officials face some
troubles with budget cuts,the
program is moving forward
with alternative funding.

Maggie Jesse, the ITS
instructional-services
manager, estimated the
classroom being built in
the library cost the UI
$290,000. The price tag
could fluctuate with vary-
ing classroom sizes.

Ingram said officials are
considering several differ-
ent size classrooms scat-
tered across campus. Each
room would hold anywhere
from 20 to 100 students.

High-tech labs will be
built in existing 

classrooms so the costs lie
in computers, chairs, projec-
tors, and some remodeling.

The project is around a
year old, and officials have
held two meetings for fac-
ulty and staff interested in
integrating technology
into the classroom. Each
meeting brought in nearly
40 to 50 faculty members,
Ingram said.

Faculty using the class-
rooms would undergo
training on how to use the
facilities at the Center for
Teaching.

Ingram said courses in
business, sciences, and
humanities will likely lend
themselves well to these
high-tech classrooms.

“These will work best
with classes using discus-
sion in conjunction with
exploration-based learn-
ing,” she said.

CLASSROOMS 
CONTINUED FROM 1A

UI sophomore John
Komdat met Engelbrecht,
32, and Asboe when he
spotted them sitting at a
table during Homecoming
weekend with the sign
“Free Letter Writing.”

Komdat corresponds
with his best friend in Col-
orado exclusively through
letters, so he ordered one
right away and gave them
a $5 donation.

“I think their company
is so cool because they’re
always coming up with
new neat things that, if
you open an envelope one
day you’d be like, ‘Wow,
who came up with this
and decided to mail it to
me?’ ” Komdat said. He
likes it that they “put their
own weird twist on it.”

One letter was typed on
the back of a “creepy”
photo of a girl wearing fish
nets and duct tape, Kom-
dat said, and another was
written on Styrofoam and
then shrunk in the oven.

This creativity — free of
charge — is another rea-
son Asboe and Engel-

brecht’s service has sus-
tained on donations alone,
Komdat said.

“They’re just incredibly
generous guys who are
both really into doing
something interesting
that not everybody thinks
of,” Komdat said. “It isn’t a
great expense to them, it’s
just kind of doing some-
thing to make every day a
little bit more interesting.”

The order form for an A
Literal Letter Service let-
ter, which can be found
online, allows the cus-
tomer to choose which
voice he or she wants it
written in. “Gracefully gal-
lant,” “light like helium,”
“cryptically enigmatic,”
“authoritatively empty,”
and “super boring” are
only a few of the options.

Engelbrecht said his
favorite voice to write in is
mathematically precise
because “no one actually
writes letters like that.”
But it’s the campy quality
of the notes that makes
their service so enjoyable,
he said. Both he and Asboe
sign each letter.

“I think we’ve confused
a few grandmas in our
time,” Engelbrecht said. “A
lot of people are pretty baf-

fled by that happening.
Even that is exciting to
me. It’s better than receiv-
ing a bill.”

Despite their off-beat
feel and appreciation for
snail mail, Asboe said the
point is sparking connec-
tions between people that
will carry on after their
letters are opened.

“If people just started
talking on the phone more
or Tweeting more, that is
just as important to me as
writing letters,” Asboe
said. “Those sorts of con-
tinuations are more
important than what we
do here.”

Asboe said they don’t
know any more about
writing letters than they
did at the start — “but
more about the post
office,” Engelbrecht said.

Their eccentric service
may seem just as perplex-
ing as the reasons they
provide it, but that’s sort
of the point, according to
their order form.

“It doesn’t make sense
on a lot of levels,” it reads.
“But we figure that’s all
the more reason for doing
it … We like to think: If
time is money, then we’re
indifferent to them both.”

LETTERS 
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Members of Iowa Miles of Smiles Team (from left) UIHC pediatric otolaryngologist Don Solomon, nurse Deb
Strike, plastic surgeon John Canady, and nurse B.J. Wagner talk in the Pomerantz Family Pavilion center
meeting room on Wednesday. The team will go to Guatemala for 11 days to perform surgery for kids in need.

Because of various other
issues and a shortened leg-
islative session expected to
end in late March instead
of April, Jessen said, he
does not envision legisla-
tors having the time to
approve the bill in 2010.

Wednesday’s recommen-
dations would also give the
Board of Pharmacy the
power to choose an advisory
committee to aid legislators
in properly drafting a bill.

Sen. Joe Bolkcom, D-
Iowa City, told The Daily
Iowan in October 2009 that
he is in favor of legaliza-
tion. Rep. Mary Mascher,
D-Iowa City, proposed a
legalization bill that died
on the committee floor dur-
ing last year’s legislative
session.

“I’ve heard from many
Iowans who suffer in chron-
ic pain from debilitating

conditions,” Bolkcom told
the DI on Oct. 7, 2009.
“They find they would get
some benefits and pain
relief if they had access to
medical marijuana.”

The deciding group, con-
sisting of four Board of
Pharmacy members and
two public participants,
made the recommendation
after roughly six months of
research and testimony.

The board, at the urging
of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Iowa Foun-
dation, conducted four pub-
lic forums from August to
November 2009, including
one on the UI campus.

More than 136 people
testified at these forums
about the personal benefits
they received from medical
marijuana use.

The board looked careful-
ly at the testimonies, as
well as results from the 14
states that have already
legalized medical marijua-
na, before making a deci-
sion, Jessen said.

Jessen also pored over
scientific data presented by
ACLU officials at the final
forum on Nov. 4, before he
felt comfortable enough to
begin deliberation.

“We looked at this as some-
thing beneficial to the state
and to many Iowans,” Jessen
said. “We had to make sure it
was medically acceptable if
used responsibly.”

Despite the wealth of
support from state officials,
some UI students are still
unsure on the issue.

“I’m not opposed to it, but
I can see where it would
pose problems,” said UI
senior Teddy Solberg. “Peo-
ple might use it as an
excuse to get their hands
on it. But if there’s scientif-
ic evidence that medical
marijuana can help people,
then I would support it.”

Your turn. Do you think legalizing

medical marijuana is a good choice

for Iowa? Weigh in at dailyiowan.com.

MARIJUANA 
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“These families comes
from a very, very rural area
in Guatemala, and they’re
subsistence living,” said
John Canady, a plastic sur-
geon at the UI Hospitals
and  Clinics who has gone
on similar service trips for
20 years.

It’s not necessarily a lack
of local skill to perform the
surgeries but a lack of
money for costly supplies.

The team budgets around
$50,000 for the trip,Wallace
said. Their funds come from
rotary clubs in the area and
private donors.

When departing

Guatemala, the team typi-
cally leaves some supplies
and equipment. In past
years, the members have
left an anesthesia machine
and a defibrillator with
staff at the local hospital.

The team also con-
tributes 12 hours a day of
concentrated effort along
with free services.

“From my expectations,
this is not a vacation,” said
Catherine Lane, who will
join the team for the first
time this year as non-med-
ical personnel. “I know that
we’re going to work. They
say that these are long
days. I thoroughly expect to
come home tired.”

Through their hard
work, the team members

hope to give parents the
opportunity to see their
children’s real smiles. Or in
the case of a married
teenage girl whose lip was
fixed, the opportunity for
her husband to kiss his
bride for the first time.

Or the 83-year-old man
who Wallace remembers
gazing at his new reflection
in the mirror after surgery.

Still swollen with stitches,
Wallace said, the man
approached a nurse and
said: “I really want to thank
you, not just for fixing me,
but for making it possible for
all these children to not have
to live their lives like I did.”

SMILES 
CONTINUED FROM 1A

           



“I want to be the voice
of change and hope. I want
to confront the big chal-
lenges this country faces.”

Think this column is an
homage to Obama? Think
again. The above quotation
is from a conservative.

What conservative could
possibly have the rhetorical
skills in the same realm as
President Obama — and
even sans teleprompter?
Certainly, conservatives are
incapable of promulgating
such positivity.

David Cameron, the
leader of the Conservative
Party in Britain and leader
of the opposition in
Parliament, has been doing
the “hope and change” bit
since he was elected
Conservative leader in
2005, well before Obama’s
brand of “hope and change”
spread across America.

When not lambasting
Prime Minister Gordon
Brown during prime min-
ister’s questions (and
Cameron does so with
regularity, which you can
watch on YouTube),
Cameron has been push-
ing the party of Churchill
and Thatcher to poll
leads over Brown’s
Labour Party. A recent
ComRes poll for the
Independent showed
Conservatives with an 11
percent edge. All this
means the Tories are
likely to exit the political
wilderness they entered
when Tony Blair became
prime minister in 1997.

Lately, British
Conservatives are riding
the wave of changing
voter preference. The rul-
ing Labour Party has
been in power a long
time, and the accumulat-
ing grievances of British
voters have caught up
with it, UI history
Professor Jeffrey Cox
wrote in an e-mail. Cox
teaches modern British
history and is working in
London for the semester.

So what does this mean
for American politics?

In order to get back
into power, Republicans
need to recognize that the
Conservatives in Britain
are campaigning on the
same issues as
Republicans. The differ-
ence in issues lies in the
fact that Cameron has
well thought-out and
articulate explanations
for his policy ideas, going
beyond just opposing
Brown. Republicans need
to get beyond just being
the opposition and should
promote themselves as an
alternative that promises

more individual freedom
and opportunity.

To be fair, I think it was
completely necessary for
Republicans to be “the
party of no” in opposing
health-care and cap-and-
trade legislation.
However, I know voters —
especially the all-impor-
tant independent voters
— need to hear specific
plans from Republican
candidates in the upcom-
ing midterm elections, as
well as a positive plan of
action in the run-up to
the 2012 presidential
election. The tide has
turned in their favor, and
Republicans now need to
turn with the tide.

To find this positive
message, we must again
go to swinging London,
baby. Here, Cameron has
adapted conservative
ideals to fit the concerns
of his presumptive voters
with a positive message
and plan for his country.
He has brought back the
concept of “compassionate
conservatism” on top of a
fresh, young face for
Conservatives, Cox said.

Cameron has not done
this by promising to out-
spend the Labour Party
or glossing over issues.
Cameron wants to fix
what he calls Britain’s
“broken society” with
plans to “give people
more power and opportu-
nity over their own lives.”

In short, Cameron has
promised Conservative
ideas — not reworded
Labour ideas. Republicans
need to do much the same
to win voters, especially
the Tea Party movement,
which polling suggests is
rich with independent vot-
ers and is not the
Astroturf movement that
Democrats wishfully
think it is. As of yet, the
Republican Party has not
quite figured out how to
woo the Tea Partiers. But
I think they would be
more successful in attract-
ing these voters if they
found a better way of
explaining exactly what
conservatism means in
America today.

Rather than favoring
groups or promoting top-
down solutions, conser-
vatism rests power with the
individual. That is what
Cameron has explained so
well to the British people,
and it is what Republican
leaders need to explain bet-
ter to Americans.

Republicans have been
successful in criticizing
the Democrats for forcing
unpopular legislation on
the American people. But
they need to seize the
opportunity to define
American conservatism
in modern terms — much
as Cameron has rede-
fined modern British con-
servatism — before
Democrats take the
chance to do it for them.
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By JOSH TETRICK
We are “bright, eager,

and unwanted,” according
to a recent Business Week
cover story about the
record-high unemployment
rate and career anxiety
among our generation.

Our generation is inher-
iting a damaged future and
a series of problems that
are of crisis proportions.
We’re coming of age in a
world in which global-
warming pollution is
dumped by the million-ton
truckload into the sewer
formerly known as our
atmosphere, where billions
live each day in the grind-
ing no-medicine, no-light,
and no-family type of

poverty. And now — a job
crisis of our very own.

“For people just starting
their careers, the damage
may be deep and long-last-
ing, potentially creating a
kind of ‘lost generation.’ ”

If you’re reading this,
that likely means you.

We’ve seen how the
potent mix of apathy and
anger leads to neither
effective solutions nor
mental comfort. While the
unemployment rate among
this generation is the high-
est for any since World War
II, our capacity to embrace
the big, selfless, and prof-
itable career paths of
tomorrow has never been
higher. We have no choice

other than to innovate our
way out of this social, eco-
logical, and economic mess.

Ory Okolloh (24) doesn’t
just use Google Maps to
find a restaurant; she har-
nesses it to track atrocities
and human-rights viola-
tions. Derek Lomoas (26)
doesn’t see business as evil;
he sees it as a tool to dis-
tribute interactive games
for children in Africa. Mark
Rembert (23) doesn’t use
his mechanical engineer-
ing degree to build bigger
buildings; he’s using it to
repower his city with
renewable energy.

We have a commitment
to common good over indi-
vidual gain, an ethos that

reaches across traditional
divisions such as race, ide-
ology, and partisanship.

We’re radically pragmat-
ic. We’re ecologically intelli-
gent and socially tolerant.

And more than any gen-
eration before us, we get
this paradox: Selflessness
is profitable.

Millennials refuse to be
constrained by past con-
ventions. This is manifest-
ed in the thousands of
young people who are cre-
ating the tools, law, vac-
cines, buildings, code, fash-
ion, and food that will
allow the planet to grow
stronger while empowering
those living their days on
monthly income barely

enough to buy a large cof-
fee. Thousands of us are
using bugs (and biochem-
istry) to beat back malaria,
sending out Tweets and
Facebook updates to galva-
nize support for genocide
victims, building hospitals
and homes and communi-
ties brimming with renew-
able energy, and installing
green roofs for a new gen-
eration of American homes.

While the press (and our
parents) lament the pres-
ent, we’ve taken a moment
to remember (and live) a
story from the past. “Why
the lightbulb?” a student
seeking a clarity to his own
career anxiety once asked
Thomas Edison. “I find out

what the world needs, then
I proceed to invent.” Bil-
lions of dollars and 100
years later, Edison’s answer
captures brilliantly how the
“lost generation” is embrac-
ing the future in the vice
grip of this economic down-
turn. We’re not only mak-
ing Edison proud — we’re
making him envious.

We — the Millennials —
are not lost. We’ve only just
arrived.

Josh Tetrick, 29, has led a U.N. busi-
ness initiative in Kenya, worked for

both former President Clinton and the
president of Liberia, Ellen Johnson-

Sirleaf, and taught street children as
a Fulbright Scholar in Nigeria. He

blogs about world-changing career
ideas at blog.33needs.com.

Yes
The actions of the Iowa City Downtown

Association are a signal of its willingness to accept
responsibility for what happens in Iowa City and
offer a realistic measure that may prove beneficial
to all citizens — without tapping their pocketbooks.

Surveillance footage from the Pedestrian Mall
can, at the very least, serve as a source of video evi-
dence for police investigating more serious crimes
such as sexual assault and robbery. While conced-
ing that their use as a deterrent for violent crime
has been proven negligible at best, the fact remains
that the video records can afford officers a reliable
source to identify criminals, corroborate eyewitness
accounts, and further discern the truth in the after-
math of a crime.

With this in mind, these cameras would serve as
an added safety measure in the violence-ridden bar
district — at the expensive of bar owners who prof-
it from drunkenness rather than the public that is
left to deal with the consequences.

Downtown Association President Leah Cohen
told The Daily Iowan that the cameras would nei-
ther be actively monitored nor accessible by anyone
other than the police. Under these guidelines, the
cameras are more akin to those in apartment hall-
ways: They are rarely — if ever — monitored by the
complex’s owners. But should a violent crime take
place in that hallway, they offer a much-needed
resource for investigators.

Even without the added safety, citizens would be
wrong to assume a role in these deliberations to
begin with. Both legally and rationally, these com-
panies can install such surveillance as they see fit.
Citizens would not be sacrificing any element of
their right to privacy in a highly visible public set-
ting such as the Ped Mall.

Aside from this, these are private businesses
spending (mostly) their money to install these cam-
eras. They have a right to — and a vested interest
in — monitoring the area surrounding their busi-
ness. Their willingness to offer the footage to Iowa
City police is simply a benefit for the safety of our
citizens.

— by Tyler Hakes

No
In questioning the Downtown Association’s pro-

posal, I don’t doubt the members’ good intentions.
But a couple facets of the plan make me balk.

First, the efficacy of these cameras is highly
questionable. Brandon Welsh, a professor of crimi-
nology at Northeastern University, told the DI in

December that closed-circuit television has no
effect on deterring crime in town centers. His
research only showed that cameras decrease vehi-
cle crime in closed parking structures.

As a rule, we should rely on cops to crack down on
crime, rather than cameras. The group shouldn’t
even consider installing cameras unless its members
have clear evidence the cameras are effective in pub-
lic settings comparable with the Pedestrian Mall.

In addition, we have to recognize the difference
between public and private. In this case, we’d be
allowing a private group — the Downtown
Association — to install cameras that monitor a
public place. There would be no debate if these busi-
nesses wanted to install cameras on their premises
and submit tapes to the police when crimes occur
inside their establishments. It’s their property. But
to expand private businesses’ purview to a public
space is a slippery slope.

If the city wants to save money, it could tax the
businesses and install the cameras itself. When you
transfer control to private hands, you concurrently
lose democratic accountability. Citizens have little
say in what goes on with private operators, and the
possibility of misuse skyrockets.

If the city wants to have cameras downtown, let’s
have a discussion about the proper role of public secu-
rity vis-à-vis privacy. But citizens should reject the fal-
lacy that private businesses have any right to record
a public area such as the Pedestrian Mall — even if
such an argument is couched in altruistic terms.

— by Shawn Gude
Your turn. Should the Downtown Association install cameras to monitor

the Pedestrian Mall? Weigh in on dailyiowan.com.
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Letter

Follow the 
no-smoking signs

The UI is supposed to be a
smokefree campus. But if you
were a visitor to campus, this
would not be evident.
Everywhere I go, I see stu-
dents, faculty, and staff
smoking on campus. I see
people smoking outside of the
Pappajohn Business Building,

Burge Hall, the Main Library,
at bus stops, on the
Pentacrest, and outside the
IMU during Dance Marathon. 

As a seven-year childhood
cancer survivor, I am very
passionate about smokefree
campaigns. Smoking is a
known carcinogen for smok-
ers and nonsmokers. It
accounts for more than
440,000 deaths a year,

according to the American
Heart Association.

The university has done a

poor job of enforcing the

smokefree policy. The people

of the university have also

done a poor job following

state and university 

regulations. 
As a leading research uni-

versity and hospital, what

kind of example are we set-
ting? Do you care if your
smoking causes a child to
get cancer? I cherish my
second chance at life and do
not want to get cancer again
because of someone else’s
ignorance. Don’t light up on
campus — it’s that simple.

Emily Inman

UI junior
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Two pedestrians pass one of the many bars that line the
Pedestrian Mall on Feb. 12, 2009. Local officials want to install
cameras in the area.

Learn from
the Brits

Should the Downtown Association install
cameras that monitor the Pedestrian Mall?

The ‘Millennials’ a Lost Generation? Not so fast
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By JERRY SCHERWIN
jerome-scherwin@uiowa.edu

Wednesday night
marked the start of the
intramural basketball sea-
son for both the Cardinals
and the Bumblebees in the
Men’s Open League.

But while both teams
looked at the game as an
easy way to gain momen-
tum, the Cardinals man-
aged to outlast the Bumble-
bees, 57-44, thanks to cap-
tain Brad Cook.

The contest started slug-
gishly — nearly four min-
utes elapsed before a single
field goal swooshed.

With 10:34 remaining in
the half, the Cardinals’
Johnny Biehl hit a wide
open 3-point jumper.

But the Bumblebees
answered when captain
Jarret Tinman hit a 3.

With almost seven min-
utes left in the first half,
the Bumblebees, plagued
by turnovers, bad shooting,
and terrible rebounding
through most of the con-
test, went on a scoring tear.
Behind Tinman and Jere-
mey Graves, the Bumble-
bees made easy buckets in
transition.

“We need to push the ball
more,” Tinman said. “We

didn’t get as many fast
breaks as we needed, which
is unfortunate because that
is our style of game.”

Luckily for the Cardi-
nals, Cook took the game
into his own hands.

He demanded the ball at
the wing and dropped a
dagger 3-pointer. The Bum-
blebees never led again.

Cook’s 13 first-half
points put his squad up, 29-
20, before halftime.

“We moved the ball well
and hit most of our open
shots,” he said. “We played
great defense, which forced
a lot of turnovers.”

Turnovers indeed stalled

the Bumblebees’ offense.
“We didn’t play like a

team,” Tinman said. “We
needed to pick up the
chemistry but couldn’t all
game.”

Starting the second half,
the Bumblebees’ offense
seemed to come out with a
changed attitude and a dif-
ferent approach. Darius
Bowie, who went scoreless
in the first half, came out
and hit two consecutive
shots, putting pressure on
the Cardinals.

Tinman added a 3 to
tighten up the score at 34-
29. But the Bumblebees fell
victim to the offensive

rebounding of big man
Matt Bopes.

Followed by an acrobatic
fade-away bank shot by
Cook, Biehl hit a 3, giving
the Cardinals a 10-point
lead.

It didn’t get much better
for the Bumblebees, who
resorted to fouling the Car-
dinals players toward the
end. But spotty shooting by
the Bumblebees killed
their hopes of a comeback.

“Boxing out killed us. We
couldn’t rebound all game,”
Tinman said. “That put us
in a hole early in the second
half.”

Forcing the Cardinals to
earn their points at the
charity stripe seemed to
work for a few minutes. But
then Cook nailed two huge
free throws to effectively
seal the win.

“I knew we had the game
won with about 21⁄2 minutes
left,” he said. “They had to
resort to fouling us, and
after a while, we nailed our
free throws.

“We need to continue to
play the way we played
tonight. With good ball
movement and spacing, we
should continue to build on
this success for the remain-
der of the season.”

By RUSTY MILLER
Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio —
JaJuan Johnson scored 24
points and consistently
hit big shots to build the
lead and keep No. 9 Ohio
State at bay in No. 4 Pur-
due’s 60-57 victory
Wednesday night.

With the victory, the
Boilermakers (22-3, 10-3)
tightened the race for first
place in the Big Ten with
11th-ranked Michigan
State (21-6, 11-3).

E’Twaun Moore had 15
points, and Keaton Grant
added 13 off the bench for
Purdue, which had lost in
all nine of its previous trips
to Value City Arena. The
Boilermakers won their
eighth-straight game over-
all.

Evan Turner had 29
points, William Buford 11,
and Jon Diebler 10 for Ohio
State (20-7, 10-4), which
had won its last nine 

Big Ten games.
Diebler had a chance to

tie the game, but his last-
second 3-pointer clanked
off the back of the rim.

The victory was the Boil-
ermakers’ fourth against
Top-10 teams this season.
Ohio State suffered its first
home loss after winning its
first 15 games.

Down by 15 early in the
second half, the Buckeyes
rode Turner to get back
into the game. He had a
three-point play and hit a
3-pointer to cut the lead to
43-37 with slightly more
than 14 minutes left.

Turner had 11 of Ohio
State’s first 16 points in the
second half, but Johnson
was unstoppable at the
other end. He had a three-
point play on a short turn-
around and then, with the
shot clock winding down,
swished an 18-foot jumper
from the elbow to push the
lead to 48-39.

Buford — who had only

one field goal in the first 29
minutes — hit a 3-pointer
and another long jumper to
pull the Buckeyes as close
as 48-46 with 9:46 left. But
they could never pull even.

With Purdue ahead 58-
53 with 1:12 remaining,
Moore nailed two free
throws. After Dallas Laud-
erdale’s tip-in narrowed
the lead to five, Chris
Kramer missed the front
end of a bonus situation.
Turner then hit a shot off
glass to make it a one-pos-
session game.

Moore missed a contest-
ed lay-up with 16 seconds
left, giving Ohio State
another chance. The Buck-
eyes hurried the ball down
the floor and fed Buford,
but his shot on a drive was
blocked by Kramer. Diebler
recovered the ball and
seemed to hesitate as the
seconds ticked away. Con-
fronted by two defenders,
he split them and got to the
top of the key, but his

jumper was off the mark.
Things couldn’t have

gone much better for Pur-
due in the first half if
coach Matt Painter had
scripted it.

The Buckeyes missed
their first five shots from
the field while the Boiler-
makers broke to a 7-0 lead.
Even though Ohio State’s
David Lighty prevented
Robbie Hummel from scor-
ing in the opening half, the
Boilers had plenty of other
weapons. Johnson hit five
of his first six shots from
the field and Grant his first
four as the Boilermakers
rolled to leads of 20-9, 29-
12, and 36-23 at the break.

Johnson had 15 at the
half on 7-of-9 shooting,
with Grant coming off the
bench to add 11.

The Boilermakers had
led 41-29 after the first half
in West Lafayette, only to
have the Buckeyes come
back and steal the win. Not
this time.

By BRAIN MAHONEY
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Derrick
Rose scored 27 points, Luol
Deng added 23, and the
Chicago Bulls beat the New
York Knicks 115-109 on
Wednesday night to com-
plete a sweep of a home-
and-home series.

With trade rumors
swirling around both
teams, the Bulls rallied
from a 15-point deficit to
move above .500 at 27-26
and hand the Knicks their
fifth-straight loss.

Brad Miller had 21
points and 10 rebounds,
and Taj Gibson finished
with 14 points and a
career-high 16 rebounds as
Chicago outrebounded New
York 52-40.

Al Harrington scored 27
points, and Wilson Chan-
dler had 26 for the Knicks.
David Lee had 23 points
and 12 rebounds, and Dani-
lo Gallinari scored 

19 points. However, he was
just 2-of-10 from 3-point
range, including a pair of
costly misses with a chance
to tie the game in the final
minute.

Chicago outscored New
York 62-45 in the second
half to win a game that was
much closer than its 118-85
rout at United Center on
Tuesday night.

The Knicks played with-
out Nate Robinson, who
they said was home with
flulike symptoms. However,
various reports earlier
Wednesday said the team
was nearing a deal to send
the backup guard to
Boston, and an official in
the league said the trade
would be completed today.

Starting forward Jared
Jeffries also played only six
minutes before he left with
what the Knicks said was a
sore right knee.

New York did complete
one deal, sending the
unhappy Darko Milicic to

Minnesota for Brian Cardi-
nal. The deal would open a
roster spot for the Knicks
to make another trade
today if they waive Cardi-
nal, as expected.

Chicago was without
John Salmons. Coach
Vinny Del Negro said he
got a call before the game
telling him to leave the
guard at the team hotel, an
indication a trade was in
the works.

New York led by two
after three quarters, but
Jannero Pargo opened the
fourth with a 3-pointer
that gave Chicago the
lead for good and kicked
off a 9-0 run that made it
91-84 on a follow dunk by
Tyrus Thomas with 
9:12 remaining.

The Knicks cut it to three
on Lee’s jumper with 49
seconds to play and had
chances to tie on their next
possession, but Gallinari
missed a pair of 3-pointers.
New York got the rebound

again after a scramble but
Rose stole a pass. Miller
was fouled and made a free
throw to make it 113-109
with 6.4 seconds left.

The first quarter was
more competitive than
Tuesday’s game. There
were 12 lead changes in the
period, with Toney Douglas
tossing in an off-balance 3-
pointer as time expired to
give New York a 27-25 lead.

Douglas made another 3-
pointer to extend the lead
to 11 with 8:46 left in the
second, and the lead grew
to 15 late in the half before
the Knicks took a 64-53
lead into the break.

The Bulls turned it
around in the third quarter
behind 13 points from
Miller a surge from Rose.
He scored six during a 12-2
spurt that trimmed a 12-
point deficit to 80-78 on
Kirk Hinrich’s lay-up, and
the Knicks’ lead was only
84-82 after three.

LAURA WILLIS/THE DAILY IOWAN
Beau Becker of the Cardinals drives in the Field House on Tuesday.
The Cardinals won their intramural basketball game against the
Bumble Bees, 57-44. 

INTRAMURALS

PURDUE 60, OHIO STATE 57

BULLS 115, KNICKS 109

Bulls knock off Knicks again

Purdue squeaks by Ohio St.

Cardinals take sting
out of Bumblebees
Tough defense aids Brad Cook and the Cardinals in their first game of
the intramural basketball season.

           



one-tenth of a point from a
judge. Added up, those lost
portions can easily deter-
mine a meet.

“We went back and
looked at statistically how
many landing sticks we
had,” Libby said. “Out of 18
possible, there were only
four done. So if you don’t
change anything in how
well you do hitting, as far
as falling off or staying on,
and the only thing you
change is how many steps
you take out of a landing,
we’re increasing our score
by 1.8, which is very annoy-
ing for us right now.”

With its next dual meet at
home No. 15 Iowa State on
Feb. 21, Libby and her team
know Iowa will need to hit
every routine possible to
keep up with the Cyclones.

Junior all-arounder
Houry Gebeshian said Iowa
has seen a rapid improve-

ment in performance in just
the few days since Libby
called the team meeting.

“I think that’s a great
tactic to actually have us
realize how we’re doing
inside the gym and outside
the gym, in competition,”
she said. “Seeing that we
only stuck five times out of
the 24 that we can stick, it’s

like, ‘Oh my gosh, what are
we doing?’ Right now, peo-
ple have already started
sticking and doing better.”

Overall, Libby said, she
hopes the complicated sta-
tistics will prove a simple
point to the Hawkeyes.

“We’re trying to concen-
trate on that being the big-
ger fix, and probably the

easier fix mentally for
them, rather than concen-
trating on a bigger picture,
which is hitting 24-for-24. I
think that it gets over-
whelming, thinking, ‘I have
to hit, I have to hit, I have
to hit.’

“Just clean up your land-
ing; it’s going to change the
score quite a bit.”

GYMNASTICS 
CONTINUED FROM 8A

By NICK GANS
nick-gans@uiowa.edu

Last year, the pommel
horse was a weak link for the
Iowa men’s gymnastics team.

But with the emergence
of junior Mike Jiang and
sophomore Jacob Swafford,
that is no longer the case.
Iowa gymnasts and coaches
expect to ride the pommel
horse to success.

The development of
Jiang and Swafford has
helped catapult the No. 8
Hawkeyes. After being
ranked 15th on the pommel
horse last year, the coach-
ing staff knew it had to
focus more on the event.

The change for the eighth-
ranked pommel horse team
from a year ago is credited to
the hard work and approach
of the Iowa gymnasts, said
associate head coach Dmitri
Trouch said.

He said he expects his
gymnasts on the pommel
horse to be in great shape,
come up with dynamic rou-
tines, and perform flawless-
ly meet after meet. Follow-
ing the Hawkeyes’ win
against Illinois-Chicago on
Feb. 6, he thinks Jiang and
Swafford have started to do
just that.

Jiang set a meet high of
14.150 in Chicago, and
Swafford finished second

with a score of 13.80 in the
event.

Jiang, who now ranks
26th nationally, has consis-
tently put up some of the
best scores in the country.
And his success on the
pommel horse does not sur-
prise him.

“Pommel horse comes
pretty natural to me, but it
wasn’t until my sophomore
year of high school,” he
said. “My growth spurt
threw me off, and after
that, everything came by
pretty easy.”

Although he has won in
meets, he said he realizes
there is room for improve-
ment on his dismounts

and consistency. He plans
to work on the former dur-
ing practice and credits
the coaching staff for
improving his consistency
this season.

Jiang said he felt last
year’s team wasn’t ready on
the pommel horse because
of a lack of preparation.

Preparation for the pom-
mel horse is something
Swafford knows a thing or
two about. After injuring
his shoulder at the begin-
ning of the season, he now
only competes on the pom-
mel horse, and like Jiang,
he has put up some of the
top scores.

Swafford currently

ranks 17th in the NCAA
but hopes to do even bet-
ter by the end of the sea-
son. While other gym-
nasts spread their prac-
tice time over numerous
routines, Swafford spends
his hour and half of prac-
tice every day on just the
pommel horse.

He credits this and his
technique for his success
this year.

As Swafford begins to
regain strength in his
shoulder, he and Jiang
have begun setting goals
for the rest of the season.

Jiang has his eyes set on
the Iowa pommel horse
school record of 14.95. His
personal best is 14.30.

Swafford has taken a dif-
ferent approach. All he
wants is to hit on every try.
He said if he does that, the
scoring and records will
take care of themselves.

With different paths and
different goals, the pommel
horse duo of Swafford and
Jiang said they believe the
best is yet to come.

Trouch expects the same.
“A lot of times, teams

just struggle with the
pommel horse,” he said.
“We hope pommel horse is
the event we can count on
later on in the Big Ten
Tournament and NCAA
championships.”
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Sophomore Kamille
Wahlin gives the same
level of praise to Bluder
and her assistants. The
starting point guard said
the coaching staff has
done an outstanding job
and has been patient from
the beginning.

When the team
endured its greatest
struggles, the coaches con-
tinued to teach the play-
ers every day, through
film and on the court.

Most importantly,
Wahlin said, the coaches
never gave up on them.

“They worked harder,
and that kind of rubbed
off on us,” she said. “These
coaches aren’t giving up
on us. They want us to get
better. They believe in us.
That really helped us get
to the point of where
we’re playing now.”

The Hawkeyes are

obviously flights above
the position they were in
just over a month ago —
tied for last place in the
Big Ten — but Wahlin
and her teammates seem
oblivious to exactly how
well they are doing.

Junior guard Kachine
Alexander was surprised
when reporters told her
Iowa sat in fifth place in
the conference.

“Oh. That’s a big jump,”
she said.“If you hadn’t told
me, I would have no idea.”

But Bluder doesn’t
mind that her players
could care less about
standings or projecting
where they will play in the
postseason. Instead, the
squad is much more excit-
ed about getting another
shot at Minnesota rather
than moving up in the
conference standings.

“It seems like forever
ago,” Wahlin said. “It’s a
game that we could have
gotten, so you don’t really
forget it.”

WOMEN’S
HOOPS 
CONTINUED FROM 8A

Iowa head coach Tom
Brands said confidence
breeds success for Dennis,
and when he’s confident,
he’s good.

Dennis has no reason to
doubt himself, the head coach
said,even with after posting a
result he didn’t want four
days ago. The wrestler didn’t
show any doubt in himself
but said his mind proved to
be more enemy than ally.

“Ideally, you aren’t think-
ing when you wrestle,” Den-
nis said. “That’s something
that maybe I’m doing too
much. I think going out there
it’s going to be critical to be

confident and know you’re
going to win than believing it
while you’re wrestling and
proving it in the result.”

Dennis’ confidence 
couldn’t overcome the
length of Ness, though.

As opposed to the stocky
Gomez, the Golden
Gopher’s lanky build
caused the 5-4 Dennis
some problems. But the
Hawkeye said the body
type of his opponent
shouldn’t change much in
how the match plays out.

“It changes some things,
but it doesn’t change the
pace,” the third-ranked
grappler said. “You are
aware of some things, but it
doesn’t change your men-
tality of attack. Maybe it
changes the holds that

become an option or that
you see open up.”

Dennis said he is
“extremely excited” about
the Big Ten championships
and any opportunity to
wrestle Ness and Gomez
again. But first he must
spin his loss into a gain.

“I’m doing my best to get a
positive outcome from it,” he
said. “You never want to
lose, that’s never good. You
always want to get your
hand raised, but I think you
can take something from
every match, and I think it’s
going to turn into a positive.”

Brands said Dennis sur-
prised Ness with the way
he wrestled, which the
fourth-year head coach said
played to the strengths of
the Minnesota grappler.

Should Dennis rectify his
mistakes, he has a chance to
improve on his seventh-
place NCAA finish from last
year, starting this weekend
when Iowa will take on No.
4 Ohio State and No. 19
Wisconsin. The Badgers
boast the sixth-ranked 133-
pounder in Tyler Graff.

“There’s reasons why he
lost that are pretty clear and
evident,” Brands said. “You
have to work on them, iron
them out, and feel good about
how you ironed them out and
they won’t happen again.But
it’s not going to be automatic.

“He’s an open-minded
guy, and he evaluates
things the right way, so
good for him. He’s just got
to keep it going.”

DENNIS 
CONTINUED FROM 8A

FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY IOWAN
Hawkeye Jonathan Buese does a routine on the pommel horse during
the men’s gymnastics practice in the Field House on April 13, 2009.
The Hawkeyes are optimistic about being successful on the pommel
horse this season.

Not horsing around

          



SCOREBOARD
NBA
San Antonio 90, Indiana 87
Washington 108, Minnesota 99
Memphis 109, Toronto 102
Orlando 116, Detroit 91
Miami 87, New Jersey 84

Chicago 115, N.Y. Knicks 109
Houston 127, Milwaukee 99
Utah 98, New Orleans 90
Dallas 107, Phoenix 97
Sacramento at Golden State, late
Atlanta at L.A. Clippers, late
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The Cardinals manage their first
Men’s Open League win Wednesday
night thanks to captain Brad Cook. 

Clayborn may
plead guilty 

Hawkeye defensive end
Adrian Clayborn will likely
plead guilty in an assault
case filed against him,
according to court docu-
ments filed Wednesday.

Clayborn, 21, was charged
with assault causing bodily
injury stemming from an inci-
dent in January 2009.
Clayborn allegedly assaulted a
taxi driver over a dispute dur-
ing a traffic jam. According to
court records, a friend had to
restrain Clayborn.

The charge, which is a
serious misdemeanor, carries
a maximum sentence of one
year in prison plus a fine of
more than $1,500.

It’s unclear whether he
will plead guilty to that
charge or to a lesser one.

The St. Louis native has
been ordered to attend a dis-
positional hearing at 1:30
p.m. on March 19 in the
Johnson County Courthouse.

Johnson County prosecu-
tor Janet Lyness and
Matthew Petrzelka,
Clayborn’s attorney, did not
return messages seeking
comment on Wednesday.

Representatives for the
athletics department said
they did not have enough
information to answer ques-
tions about the case.

—— bbyy SSaamm LLaannee

Minnesota (12-13, 5-9) at Iowa (14-11, 7-7)
WHEN: 6:30 P.M. TODAY WHERE: CARVER-HAWKEYE ARENA WHERE TO WATCH OR LISTEN: TV: BIG TEN NETWORK, RADIO: AM-800 KXIC, AM-600 WMT, AM-1040 WHO

DAVID SCRIVNER/THE DAILY IOWAN
Iowa head coach Lisa Bluder watches the Hawkeyes play Washburn in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Nov. 8, 2009. Iowa started the season with an 88-60 victory.

By JORDAN GARRETSON
jordan-garretson@uiowa.edu

Prior to hitting the court
before each game, the Iowa
women’s basketball team
focuses on one thing:
Going 1-0.

And lately, taking things
one game at a time has
certainly paid off.

After starting the new cal-
endar year losing four-
straight Big Ten contests,

Iowa has gone “1-0” six times
in its last seven games.

The Hawkeyes (14-11,7-7)
plan to continue that
approach when they play
Minnesota (12-13, 5-9) at
6:30 p.m. today in Carver-
Hawkeye Arena. The game
will be televised live on the
Big Ten Network.

A 72-69 overtime loss to
the Golden Gophers in
Minneapolis on Jan. 3 was
the pothole that caused the

Hawkeyes to bottom out.
Iowa went on to lose its

next three games. That
stretch included 17- and 21-
point losses at Michigan and
at Purdue, the first and
third largest margins of
defeat all season.

Now, however, the
Hawkeyes are playing their
best basketball — just in
time for their second meet-
ing with Minnesota. Fueled
by a bevy of positive person-

alities, a one-game-at-a-time
mentality has been the key
to the team’s turn around.

At her Wednesday press
conference, Iowa head coach
Lisa Bluder said her players
have been a great group of
women to coach. She said
she probably sounds like a
broken record talking about
it, “but it really is true.”

“I’m sure that probably
is a reflection of why were
winning now as well,”

Bluder said. “They enjoy
being at practice. They
enjoy being around each
other. They’re very coach-
able. All of those things
make our jobs as coaches a
lot easier.”

By ROBBIE LEHMAN
robert-lehman@uiowa.edu

Iowa women’s gymnastics
head coach Larissa Libby
has been preaching one
thing to the Hawkeyes all
season: Hit their routines.

They have yet to live up to
their preseason goals and
expectations thus far.And as
a result,
Libby has
t a k e n
a new
approach.

This
week, the
sixth-year
coach drew
an arrow
and colored
in a small portion in red,
signifying the amount of
potential the GymHawks
have left untapped.

“A lot of the kids are visu-
al learners. It’s easier for
them to see it to fix it with
their skills,” Libby said. “So
I thought, ‘Let’s try some-
thing different and have
them see it visually. This is
where you are, and this is
where you need to go, and
these are the things you
need to do in order to
accomplish that.’ ”

Iowa’s lone Big Ten win
this season came at home

over Ohio State on Feb. 6.
Hits: 23-of-24.

Last weekend, the
Hawkeyes placed last out of
four teams at the Navy Pier
Meet in Chicago. The
GymHawks only hit 20 of
their routines,scoring 193.625
points — slightly above the
193.183 season average.

Sophomore Annie Sza-
tkowski said the team is full
of “visual learners” and took
Libby’s message to heart.

“You can say something.
You can beat it to death, but
if you show somebody
something, then you can
really see it,” Szatkowski
said. “It helps a lot and puts
it into perspective.”

It’s well-documented that
this season’s GymHawks
are unusually young. With
only six upperclassmen on
the roster, the youthful gym-
nasts are struggling to grasp
some basic ideas, Libby said.

Another technique she
uses to present her case?
Calculating statistics to
demonstrate that the most
important part of the rou-
tine is sticking the landing.

On average, sidestepping
on a dismount or landing
will earn a deduction of

By J.T. BUGOS
joseph-bugos@uiowa.edu

In two of his last four
matches, Daniel Dennis
has faced the nation’s top-
ranked 133-pounder.

The senior grappler
scored a thrilling upset over
defending NCAA champion
Franklin Gomez of Michi-
gan State on Jan. 31, 3-2, in
the first tiebreaker period.

But the 133-pound
Hawkeye fell to current
No. 1 Jayson Ness of Min-
nesota, 8-4, on Sunday.

His recent loss to Ness
aside, Dennis has performed
dominantly against the two
top Big Ten grapplers. He is
2-0 against Gomez in dual
meets and also holds a 2-1
record against Ness.

Dennis couldn’t come up
with any specific reasons
for his success against the
Spartan and Golden
Gopher, though.

“I don’t really look at it as
successful as it could have
been considering the outcome
of the last dual meet,”he said.
“I’d like to think it’s because
I’m a competitor when it
comes time to wrestle. I’d like
to believe when I’m wrestling
my will to win will prevail.”

ROB JOHNSON/THE DAILY IOWAN
Iowa wrestler Daniel Dennis takes a break during practice in the Dan
Gable Wrestling Complex on Monday. The 133-pounder is ranked
fourth nationally in his weight class.

1 at a time suits Hawks
The Iowa women’s basketball team will try to pick up its seventh win in eight games tonight.

SEE WOMEN’S HOOPS, 7A

Confidence the key
for wrestler Dennis
Daniel Dennis has experienced success against highly
ranked grapplers in his career.

SEE DENNIS, 7A

Libby
coach

ON DAILY IOWAN TV
Watch video clips from the
press conference on 
dailyiowan.com.

GymHawks
aim to stick it
Looking for a new tactic, the coach
uses stats to encourage her young team.

Butler rolls again 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — No. 18

Butler keeps winning games
and breaking records.

The Bulldogs followed the
pattern again Wednesday
night.

Matt Howard scored 17
points, and Ronald Nored
added a career-high 16 leading
the Bulldogs past Illinois-
Chicago, 73-55, for Butler’s
16th-straight win. The Bulldogs
have matched Murray State
for the nation’s longest win-
ning streak and broken the
school record for consecutive
victories.

The Bulldogs (24-4, 17-0
Horizon League) won 15 in a
row during the 1999-2000 sea-
son and moved within one
game of completing the first
perfect conference season
since Wisconsin-Green Bay
went 16-0 in 1995-96.

The Flames (6-20, 2-14)
were led by Robo Kreps with
15 points and Chris Buchanan
with 10, but they couldn’t
avoid losing for 12th time in 13
games. Illinois-Chicago is now
0-14 on the road this season.

The Bulldogs, who have
already clinched their fourth-
straight regular-season league
title, have won 19-straight reg-
ular-season conference
games, and set a league
record with 17 Horizon League
victories in a season.

And Butler made this one
look easy after an awful start.

The Bulldogs started the
game by making 6-of-21 shots
from the field and trailed
Illinois-Chicago 15-14 just 11
minutes into the game.

Not surprisingly, Butler’s
shooters didn’t languish long
against the Flames, who had
only one win since New
Year’s Day.

Nored and swingman Willie
Veasley finally sparked Butler,
combining for all nine points in
a first-half run, that turned
the game and gave Butler a
23-15 lead. SEE GYMNASTICS, 7A

SSppoorrttss

                



80 HOURS ON AIR
Tune in to 80 Hours on Air today at 5 p.m. on KRUI 89.7 FM (or listen
online at kruiradio.org). We’ll be going over the weekend calendar to tell
you what fun and exciting events are happening in town.

ON THE WEB
Check out dailyiowan.com to catch exclusive articles on cultural lecture “Bhakti is my Power,” a Finnish male
voice choir, Kirkwood Community College’s play House of Blue Leaves, and a preview of author Karen Leona
Anderson’s reading at Prairie Lights. 

Click on dailyiowanarts.blogspot.com to
read Arts reporter Hanna Rosman’s “live”
commentary on Men’s figure skating. 

FROM THE BLOG

Trying to save the planet
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Andrew Saito’s Stegosaurus (Or) Our
Golden Years explores the different
ways humans are hurting the planet
and putting strain on the environment.

By JOSIE JONES
josie-jones@uiowa.edu

Lauren Baker has bruised
knees. Playing the humorous main
character of Ruth in Iowa City
Community Theatre’s production
of Wonderful Town requires her to
fall down a lot. While her role also
entails singing and dancing — tal-
ents that she possesses — she
understood the struggle it took to
get into character.

“At first I wasn’t sure if [the
role] was going to be right for me,”
she said. “But, boy, am I this char-
acter. It’s kind of weird how simi-
lar we are. Seeing stuff come
together as a whole has really
helped me go from understanding
it to living it.”

Wonderful Town will grace the
stage today at the Englert The-
atre, 221 E. Washington St. The
musical will continue through
Feb. 21 with Thursday through
Saturday shows at 8 p.m. and the
Feb. 21 show at 2:30 p.m. Admis-
sion ranges from $10 to $17.

Wonderful Town is a contrasting
piece that follows the story of two
sisters from Ohio who move to
Greenwich Village in hopes of
making it big during the Great
Depression. Ruth is an aspiring
writer who can’t keep a man’s
attention. Eileen is a beautiful
actor and dancer who has men
falling at her feet — even Irish
policemen. The sisters experience
the Big Apple, learning different

lessons along the way.
The musical production almost

didn’t come to fruition in Iowa City.
On Nov.5,2009,director Ben Bentler
received a phone call from Communi-
ty Theatre telling him it was going to
cancel the show for financial reasons.
But because Bentler had worked on
the play since the summer, he wasn’t
going to let the lack of money damp-
en his passion.

With help from music director
Ed Kottick and choreographer
Jill Beardsley, they raised
$11,000 for the show. The dona-
tions had a large base — both
local community members and
businesses contributed.

Despite financial troubles, the Iowa City Community Theatre will
present the musical Wonderful Town.

BRENNA NORMAN/THE DAILY IOWAN
Angelique Van Dorpe (middle) practices her role as Eileen during a tech rehearsal
for the play Wonderful Town in the Englert Theatre on Tuesday. Wonderful Town is
a musical about two sisters who leave their home in Ohio to make it big in New
York during the Great Depression. 

SEE WONDERFUL, 6B

 



By MARISA WAY
marisa-way@uiowa.edu

This winter, there has
been a lot of buzz about
viruses, particularly the
flu, sweeping the country.
At least when people
weren’t talking about the
weather.

In his upcoming play
Stegosaurus (Or) Our
Golden Years, playwright
Andrew Saito describes a
new kind of sickness — one
inflicted by humans.

“Everything is becoming
more extreme [with the
weather],” he said. “It real-
ly seems like the Earth is
having a huge flu that
we’ve caused. With the flu,
the symptoms are having
fever, coughing, and that’s
the body trying to get the
flu out of its system. I feel
like the Earth is trying to
get us out.”

John Kaufmann directs
the play, which Saito began
writing in 2007, and it will
take the stage at 8 p.m.
today through Saturday in

the Theater Building’s The-
atre B. On Feb. 21, the
show will hit the boards at
2 p.m. Admission is free for
UI students and $5 for oth-
ers.

Saito describes the main
character, Misty Michelle, as
being “a bright green
activist.” She is caught
between the ideologies of
friend Cody, who is an envi-
ronmental activist, and her
family (sister Toolie goes to
work for an oil company in
the play; her father starts a
business selling grilled bald
eagle, Kentucky fried
canines, and other 
such delicacies).

UI junior Ashley Yates,
who plays Misty, said she
prepared for the role by
placing herself in the shoes
of someone whose greatest
passion is misunderstood
by others around her.

“I would describe
[Misty] as very optimistic,”
she said. “And sometimes
forcefully so — but she’s
really an admirable char-
acter for being able to stay

with what she believes in
through the hardest
times.”

For Saito, the inspiration
to write the play came from
a desire to do more than
simply live a green lifestyle.
The UI graduate student —
who has never owned a car
— recalled growing up in
Los Angeles; one year, June
bugs never appeared.

Another experience that
resonated with him was
finding a dead dolphin on a
beach in Mexico. The dol-
phin died because it had
ingested plastic fishing line.

“I was enraged,” he said.
“Nature is beautiful and pris-
tine, and we f— it up. We try
believing that our survival as

a species and as a planet is
separate from nature, but we
need to embrace ourselves as
part of nature.”

Saito says Stegosaurus has
been a collaborative effort.
Many revisions took place in
the script during rehearsal,
he said, in which he was a
contributing member.

But he wants audience
members to decide for

themselves what they
think of the play.

“I hope they’re enter-
tained,” he said. “Beyond
that, some people will
probably be really down
with what I’m saying.
Some people might be
offended, some people
might think it’s shit, and
some people might think
it’s brilliant.”
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MUSIC
• Chicago Underground
Duo, 9 p.m., Mill, 120 E.
Burlington
• Euforquestra, 9 p.m.,
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Velvet Davenport, 9
p.m., Picador, 330 E.
Washington
• Matt Wilson Quartet,
Sanctuary, 405 S. Gilbert

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie
Lights,” Karen Anderson
and Jerry Gabriel, poetry and
fiction, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights
Books, 15 S. Dubuque

THEATER
• End Days, 7:30 p.m.,
Riverside Theatre, 213 N.
Gilbert
• Stegosaurus (or) Our
Golden Years, University
Theatres Gallery Series, 8
p.m., Theatre Building
Theatre B 
• Wonderful Town, 8 p.m.,
Englert Theatre, 221 E.
Washington

LECTURES
• “Double Life”, Kelli
Connell, 7 p.m., E105 Adler
• UI Explorers Lecture Series,
Chris Brochu, 7 p.m., Macbride

Biosphere Discovery Hub 

DANCE
• Faculty/Graduate Dance
Concert, 8 p.m., North Hall
Space/Place 

FILM
• Wings of Desire, 7 p.m., Bijou
• The House of the Devil,
9:30 p.m., Bijou

MISCELLANEOUS
• Campus Activities Board
Casino Night, 9 p.m., IMU
Main Lounge
• Paperback Rhino Improv
Comedy, 9 p.m., Public Space
One, 129 E. Washington

MUSIC
• Rene Hell and Wet Hair, 
8 p.m., Java House, 2111⁄2 E.
Washington
• Brighton, MA, with Bright
Giant and the Teddy Boys, 
9 p.m., Mill
• Split Lip Rayfield, 9 p.m.,
Yacht Club
• Holiday Road, 9 p.m.,
Wildwood, 4919 B Walleye
Drive S.E.

WORDS
• “Live from Prairie
Lights,” Geoff Becker, fiction,

7 p.m., Prairie Lights 

THEATER
• End Days, 7:30 p.m.,
Riverside Theatre
• Stegosaurus (or) Our
Golden Years, University
Theatres Gallery Series, 
8 p.m., Theatre B
• Wonderful Town, 8 p.m.,
Englert
• No Shame Theatre, 11 p.m.,
Theatre B

LECTURES
• Ambassadors of the Solar

System — The Iowa
Connection, Past Present,
and Future, 4 p.m, Van Allen
Lecture Room 1 

DANCE
• Faculty/Graduate Dance
Concert, 8 p.m., Space/Place 

FILM
• Oscar Shorts Program
2010 — “Live Action,”
7 p.m., Bijou
• Oscar Shorts Program
2010 — “Animated,” 9 p.m.,
Bijou

Shutter Island
Sycamore 12: 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50 p.m.

Coral Ridge 10: 1, 4, 7, 10 p.m.

Leonardo DiCaprio stars in
a new Martin Scorsese
flick. Set in 1954, U.S.
Marshall Teddy Daniels
(DiCaprio) investigates the
disappearance of a murder-
er from an insane asylum
located on a remote island.
During his research,
DiCaprio’s character dis-
covers a promising lead
only to be shut off by the
hospital’s doctors. After a
hurricane cuts the island’s
communication off to main-
land, Daniels begins to
doubt everything in his life
— including his own sanity.
Based on the novel by
Dennis Lehane.

NEW MOVIES
OPENING THIS WEEKEND

TRACKS
FROM THE PAST

A place to remember all those
albums we actually bought,
memorized, and obsessed
over. You loved it then, and
you’ll still love it now.

David Lee Roth or
Sammy Hagar? The debate
ends in Van Halen’s great-
est-hits album, The Best of
Both Worlds, which was
released in July 2004. The
album title not only refer-
ences the band’s song with
the same name but both of
the groups’ highly success-
ful vocalists.

The Best of Both Worlds
includes the addition of
three new songs with
Hagar on vocals and no
songs from the band’s last
studio failure, Van Halen III.
Hits such as
“Hot for
Teacher,”
“Jump,” and
“Runnin’
with the
Devil” cap-
ture the
best of the
iconic time
when rock-
ers teased
their hair
and were clad in spandex.
If you are preferential to
either Hagar or Roth, the
album is divided up into 16
songs from the Roth age
(1978-1985) and 17 of
Hagar’s recordings (1985-
1996).

Van Halen is the 19th-
best selling band/artist of
all time in the United
States with sales of more
than 56 million, according
to the Recording Industry
Association of America.

Overall, Van Halen is one
of those certified glam
metal bands from the ’80s
that everyone loves to hate
(but mostly love).

So go ahead — jump.
— by Hanna Rosman

The Best of
Both Worlds

by 
Van Halen

Released 
2004

weekend
calendar

of events

MUSIC
• Karkowski Fundraiser, the
Recliners, Acoustic Mayhem,
Will Jennings and Sam
Thompson, 6:30 p.m., Mill
• Greg and Susan Dirks, 
7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s Small
Mall, 401 S. Gilbert
• Symphony Band, 7 p.m.,
West High, 2901 Melrose Ave. 
• David Zollo and the Body
Electric, 9 p.m., Yacht Club
• Strangely Familiar, 9 p.m.,
Wildwood
• Twist and Shout, benefit for
Amanda Shield, 9 p.m., Eagle’s
Lodge, 225 Highway 1 W.

THEATER
• End Days, 7:30 p.m.,
Riverside Theatre
• Stegosaurus (or) Our

Golden Years, University
Theatres Gallery Series, 
8 p.m., Theatre B
• Wonderful Town, 8 p.m.,
Englert

DANCE
• Faculty/Graduate Dance
Concert, 8 p.m., Space/Place 

FILM
• Oscar Shorts Program
2010 — “Animated,” 7 p.m.,
Bijou
• Oscar Shorts Program
2010 — “Live Action,”
9 p.m., Bijou

MISCELLANEOUS
• Elation Dance Party, 
9 p.m., Studio 13, 13 S. Linn  

MUSIC
• UI School of Music
Spring Concert Series, 
2 p.m., Old Capitol Senate
Chamber
• YL Male Voice Choir, 
2 p.m., West High Auditorium

• Awful Purdies, 7:30 p.m., Mill

THEATER
• End Days, 2 p.m., Riverside
Theatre
• Stegosaurus (or) Our Golden
Years, University Theatres

Gallery Series, 2 p.m., Theatre B
• Wonderful Town, 2:30 p.m.,
Englert

FILM
• Oscar Shorts Program 2010
— “Live Action,” 3 p.m., Bijou

• Oscar Shorts Program
2010 — “Animated,” 5 p.m.,
Bijou
• Elect the Dead Symphony,
7:30 p.m., Bijou
• Moulin Rouge, 9 p.m.,
Englert Theatre

MISCELLANEOUS
• Cultural Diversity
Festival, noon, Field House
• Black History Month, Dinner with
the Black Student Union, 6 p.m.,
Afro-American Cultural Center
• Study Hall, 9 p.m., Mill

Sunday 2.21

Saturday 2.20

Today 2.18

Friday 2.19

Oscar Live-Action
Shorts
Showtimes: 7 p.m.

With “Miracle Fish,” “The New
Tenants,” “The Door,” “Instead
of Abracadabra,” and “Kavi,”
the Bijou provides Iowa City
with an opportunity to see
each Oscar-nominated live-
action short film.

AT THE BIJOU

Oscar Animated
Shorts
Showtimes: 9 p.m.

With “French Roast,” “Granny
O’Grimm’s Sleeping Beauty,”
“The Lady and the Reaper (La
Dama y la Muerta),”
“Logorama,” and “A Matter of
Loaf and Death,” the Bijou
gives Iowa City the chance to
see each Oscar-nominated ani-
mated short film.

LAURA WILLIS/THE DAILY IOWAN
Actors Brittney Swensen (right), Ben Schlotfelt (center), and Chase Bottorff
(left) rehearse in the Theatre Building on Tuesday. The play Stegosaurus (or)
Our Golden Years, will be performed from today through Feb. 21. 

By HANNAH KRAMER
hannah-kramer@uiowa.edu

UI dance faculty and
graduate students will per-
form this weekend, dis-
proving the “those who
can’t do, teach” cliché.

The untitled show will be
performed in North Hall’s
Space/Place at 8 p.m. today
through Saturday. Admis-
sion is $12 for nonstudents,
$6 for seniors and youth,
and free for UI students
with valid IDs.

The pieces will feature a
range of movement from
classical ballet to postmod-
ern dance. The performers
will participate in works
created by graduate stu-
dents and faculty.

Arianna Russ, a fresh-
man dance major, said she
thinks this production dif-
fers from others because
“choreographers know their
dancers a lot more at this
time in the year … [they]

know what image they
want to portray, and they
know exactly who they
want to use to portray it, so
casting is a lot more fluid.”

Johanna Kirk, a first-
year graduate student in
the program, said it is a big
adjustment to interact with
other dancers as students
and peers. She remembers
being in class and thinking,
“Oh, gosh, what are you
guys all looking at me for?”

As an undergrad, Russ
said, she enjoys working
with and learning from
graduate students.

“It is all so fresh and
exciting,” she said.

The transition to instruct-
ing came with a bit of
uneasiness for Kirk. Grad-
ing is something she found
especially challenging.

“[Grading] is hard
because it is already hard,
but harder because they
are peers,” she said.

Fairness in graduate-
student grading is regulat-
ed in the department
through protocol and inter-
action with faculty.

As a beginner in the pro-
gram, Kirk said, there was
no time to doubt her ability
to succeed as a instructor
and student.

“You just jump in,” she
said.

One of the pieces in the
upcoming performance,
titled “as is the echo of the
pious bell, there, amid the
white snow”, which Kirk
choreographed, is an
excerpt from a longer piece
in which the dancers

explore contemporary “fem-
ininity” through movement.

The piece required a lot
of collaboration with the
cast as well as an emphasis
on imagery.

As the pieces of the pro-
duction come together,
dancers in the department

said they are excited to see
the final product.

“There are a lot of very
talented choreographers
creating movement for
very talented dancers, so it
will definitely be an excit-
ing show,” Russ said.

ROB JOHNSON/THE DAILY IOWAN
UI junior Ali Ordman dances in Space/Place on Wednesday. The piece,
directed by Johanna Kirk, is part of the faculty/graduate student 
performance. 

A season for springing into dance
The UI dance department will put on its annual faculty/graduate dance performance. 

Going Guantánamo with the Earth
Stegosaurus (Or) Our Golden Years gives a glimpse of how people punish the environment.

PLAY
Stegosaurus (Or) Our

Golden Years
When: 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday,

2 p.m. Feb. 21
Where: Theater Building Theatre B
Admission: FREE for UI students,

$5 all other attendees

DANCE
Faculty/Graduate Concert

When: 8 p.m. today-Saturday
Where: North Hall Space/Place

Admission: $12, nonstudents; $6, sen-
iors and youth; free for UI students
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By REBECCA KOONS
rebecca-koons@uiowa.edu 

All it took was two short
stories.

What began as works
about three people in a bro-
ken-down car in New Mexi-
co and the acquaintances of
an overweight, lovesick man
living in Baltimore provided
a portion of the starting
point to Geoffrey Becker’s
latest novel, Hot Springs.

“I knew I wasn’t done
with the characters,” Beck-
er, 50, said.

He will read from Hot
Springs at 7 p.m. Friday at
Prairie Lights Books, 15 S.
Dubuque St. Admission 
is free.

The book tells the story of
a woman named Bernice
Click, who is resolute in her
desire to reclaim the child
she gave up for adoption
five years earlier. With her
boyfriend in tow, she accom-
plishes her mission, but she
is soon filled with doubt and
uncertainty about her situ-
ation — stemming from her
mother’s tendency toward
manic episodes.

Becoming a writer was
not a conscious decision for
Becker, who followed sever-
al other paths; he worked
in music, theater, and law
at various points. Having
read all the time as a child
and taken writing classes
in his undergraduate years
at Colby College, in Maine,
he said, he “vaguely enter-
tained the idea that [he]
might someday become a
‘real’ writer” but didn’t
know how to go about it.

He eventually hit his
stride some years later in
New York City, when he
began writing again while
working several different
jobs. The renewed interest
in writing led him to pen
more short stories, partici-
pate in workshops, and,
ultimately, attend the Iowa
Writers’ Workshop. Along
the way, he began getting
some of his work published.

Hot Springs took longer
to complete than Becker’s

previous work, because it is
a much bigger piece. From
original manuscript to final
rewrite, he took approxi-
mately five years to finish
the novel, all the while try-
ing to maintain a sense of
movement.

“I’m challenged by trying
to keep everything moving
— plot, character, setting,
theme — in some sort of
pointed, compelling way,” he
said. “I find it rewarding if I
feel I’ve accomplished that.”

Becker says he is com-
pelled to edit his work,
although he admits it can
become a bit out of hand
because of his enthusiasm.

“Nothing feels better to
me than crossing out a sen-
tence,” he said.

His editor, Meg Storey of
Tin House Books, is no
stranger to his predilection
for perfecting Hot Springs.
She said he wanted to do
more work than she felt
necessary on a book that
only needed minimal
adjustment. His final
tweaks, however, did
indeed change the book
positively, she said.

“He ended up inserting
another chapter — a scene

between Bernice and her
mother — and it was really
right — the book was defi-
nitely missing that piece,”
Storey said.

In addition to his writing
career, Becker is also an
associate professor in the
English department at Tow-
son University, in Towson,
Md. Teaching allows him to
work in a more socially
interactive world as opposed
to writing, where the work
takes place in his head. He
feels his work as a writer
keeps his approach to the
profession an honest one.

“Any time you think you
know a rule about fiction, a
writer comes along and
breaks it in some terrific
way,” Becker said. “That’s
what’s so endlessly fascinat-
ing about it — the surprises.”

By HANNA ROSMAN
hanna-rosman@uiowa.edu 

In a world in which
photographers work in
the digital fortress of
computers, Kelli Connell
enjoys working in a 
darkroom.

“Sitting at a computer
[editing photos] holds a
little less magic,”
she said.

The assistant professor
of photography at Colum-
bia College in Chicago fell
in love with working in a
darkroom and developing
photos step-by-step. Not
only does she see the
physical stages of devel-
oping a photo, she views
it as a social experience;
she converses with other
photographers and sees
what they work on.

Connell, a UI visiting
artist in photography,
will host a discussion in
E105 Adler Journalism
Building at 7 p.m. today.
Her subject matter will
include her award-win-
ning photography project
titled Double Life.

The collection of photo-
graphs features the same
model but multiplied to
portray the many sides of
relationships that people
have — as well as who a
person is when no one is
looking. The ongoing proj-
ect captures the change
and maturation of the
subject matter as well

what Connell sees in life.
The photos range from
scenes of flirtation 
to demonstrations of
being comfortable with
one’s age.

Kiba Jacobson, the
model featured in this
project, had known Con-
nell for many years, and
she is a photographer as
well. So she knew the
many aspects needed to
create a piece of art.

“She understands what
I need in a photo,”
Connell said.

Jacobson’s looks also
appealed to Connell,
because her neutral fea-
tures allowed her to play
numerous roles.

“The combination of
being generic and
androgynous as well as a
gifted actor is very impor-
tant,” Connell said. “She
has a natural gift for 
photography.”

Connell began photog-
raphy during basic class-
es and yearbook work in
high school. When she
began her undergraduate
degree at the University

of Northern Texas, she
was uncertain about
what area she wanted to
make a career in. At first,
she gravitated toward
commercial photography,
but once she learned
more about the different
potentials of working
with the medium, she
began to study it as a fine
art. She received an
M.F.A. from Texas
Women’s University 
in 2003.

John Freyer, a UI assis-
tant art professor, has
displayed the Texas
native’s work in his class-
es for many years,
because he finds her work
conceptually interesting.
It’s beneficial to photog-
raphy students to see a
large-scale project not
based on a deadline,
he said.

“Very often, students
work on short-term proj-
ects,” he said. “It is
healthy for students to
see work that’s taken a
long time to create.”

Many group exhibi-
tions have included her
body of work, nine years
in the making. Although
the work has occasionally
been broken up for many
exhibitions, it still has an
evolving concept from the
first photo to the last.

“What I have to say
about the self has
changed,” Connell said.
“People can see that in
earlier and later photos.”

READING
Geoffrey Becker
When: 7 p.m. Friday

Where: Prairie Lights Books, 15 S.
Dubuque St.

Admission: Free

LECTURE
Kelli Connell

When: 7 p.m. today
Where: E105 Adler
Admission: Free

Finding oneself
in images
Photographer Kelli Connell will discuss her award-
winning project tonight. 

The winding
road to writing
Geoffrey Becker focuses on life’s uncertainties with
fluidity in Hot Springs.

PUBLICITY
UI Writers’ Workshop graduate Geoffrey Baker reads from his latest
novel Hot Springs tonight.
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By SARAH LARSON
sarah-a-larson@uiowa.edu

Barnes & Noble chose UI
alum and writer Jerry
Gabriel as the 2010 Discov-
er Great New Writers
Award finalist for his col-
lection of short stories
titled Drowned Boy.

“It’s a great honor,”
Gabriel
said. “The
competition
is pretty
fierce. It’s a
real vote of
confidence
in the book.”

He will
read from
his award-
winning
work at 7 p.m. today at
Prairie Light Books, 15 S.
Dubuque St. Admission 
is free.

The author, who was a
member of the Writers’
Workshop, named many
faculty members who made
a difference and helped
him develop as a writer.

“I really felt lucky to
engage with the kinds of

people I engaged with
there,” Gabriel said.

Stuart Dybek’s short-
story writing class was one
that had a large effect on
the writer, he said. The
class expanded his ideas of
what a story could do and
the power a collection of
stories has, Gabriel said.
He also labeled Dybek’s
work as his model for
Drowned Boy.

The author decided to
write a collection of short
stories after thinking
about his past stories. He
crafted new pieces
around four others he
had previously written.
The result was Drowned
Boy , which tells the
linked stories of individu-
als in small-town America.

Gabriel’s wife, fellow UI
grad and writer Karen
Leona Anderson, will also
read tonight from her book
of poems.

“For me as a poet, watch-
ing someone tell a story
step-by-step is an amazing
and unimaginable thing,”
Anderson said. “I can’t do

that. I feel like we really
complement each other,
and it’s a lot of fun to read
together.”

Gabriel is looking for-
ward to visiting his former
teachers and seeing how
the campus changed since
he was a student, he said.

“Just being in Iowa City
will be fun,” he said. “I don’t
think either of us have
been there in about 10
years, so it will be interest-
ing to walk around and see
how things have changed.”

Besides looking forward
to his upcoming visit,
Gabriel expressed his joy at
receiving the 2008 Mary
McCarthy Prize in Short
Fiction. The award is what
allowed Drowned Boy to be
published. Andrea Barrett,
a National Book Award
winner who Gabriel said
influenced his work, judged
the contest.

“I felt really charmed to
have my book up the year
she was judging and to
have her choose my book
and also write a very gener-
ous introduction to my

book,” Gabriel said. “So, it
was a big deal for me, and
it’s still very exciting.”

He writes as much as
possible, he said. His writ-
ing processes differ depend-
ing on what he is working
on, he said, but he usually
does not think about what
his writing means until he
finishes a longer work.
After letting his intuition
guide him, he finds the
meaning and reworks 
the piece.

For short stories such as
Drowned Boy, he said, it is
not the same process.

“You can almost see the
end of it when you start it,”
Gabriel said. “It’s a much
quicker, more deliberate
process for me.”

Linked stories in
small-town U.S.A.
Jerry Gabriel will read from Drowned Boy tonight at Prairie Lights.

READING
Jerry Gabriel

When: Today, 7 p.m.
Where: Prairie Lights Books, 

15 S. Dubuque St.
Admission: Free

Gabriel
author

MUSIC

Velvet above
ground 

The experience of being on
tour has definitely been interest-
ing for Velvet Davenport — even if
it hasn’t been the most hygienic.

“You just have to get to a
place, play music, and have fun,”
said Parker Sprout, who plays
guitar and writes music for the
band. “And you don’t brush your
teeth as much.”

The band will play at the
Picador, 330 E. Washington St., at
9 p.m. today. Admission for the
19-plus show is $4. Viking F— and

Parade in the Old Country Sky will
open. 

Velvet Davenport’s sound is
described on its MySpace page as
“psychedelic pop,” and Sprout
said he enjoys writing music that
is “weird and interesting.” The
band has an album out titled
Happy Endings, and it is working
on a second record, which will be
called Warmy Girls.

Although one might think that
the band is from a certain city in
eastern Iowa, Velvet Davenport is
based in Minneapolis. Members of
the band — Sprout on guitar,
Samuel Cramer on bass, Aaron

Baum on keyboard, Jonathan
Kennedy on drums, and Tomas
Aksamit and Pat Kessler also on
guitar — have been playing
together since the spring of
2008. Most of the band members
have known each other since high
school, Sprout said.

The name of the band itself
also springs from his 
earlier years.

“I had a pet fish that was named
Velvet Davenport when I was
younger,” he said from New York,
where the band was leaving from
being on tour. “I don’t know why I
named it Velvet Davenport; that’s

what the name originally was.”
He also does artwork, which

he creates by putting various pic-
tures together. His work will be
on the cover of a 7-inch, which
the band also hopes to put 
out soon.

When asked how audience
members react to Velvet
Davenport’s music, Sprout keeps
his expectations pretty standard.

“I just hope … that people can
listen to it and it sounds good to
their ears and to their mind, too,”
he said. “And that they’re able to
get something out of it.”  

— by Marisa Way
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By JOSIE JONES
josie-jones@uiowa.edu

Think of a singing penis,
a Heisman Trophy, and a
comb phone. Think Poona
the Fuckdog.

“It’s so over the top,” codi-
rector and actor Brian Tan-
ner said, describing the play.
“But it seemed like some-
thing that would be really
fun to do. It didn’t feel sopho-
more for the sake of being
offensive — there was some
substance to the script, too.
It kind of makes you think
while you’re groaning.”

Poona will open at 7:30
p.m. Friday at the Unitarian
Universalist Society, 10 S.
Gilbert St.The play will con-
tinue through Feb. 27 with
Friday and Saturday shows
beginning at 7:30 p.m.
Admission is $8 for stu-
dents, $10 for seniors, and
$12 for general audiences.

Dreamwell Theatre opens
its 13th season — a season of
“Taboo Bijou” — with Poona.
The theme of Taboo Bijou
looks at current plays that
push boundaries and limits
by being controversial and
confronting subjects that are
often difficult or inappropri-
ate to discuss. Poona fits the
season because it takes stabs
at many different things,
such as religion, politics, lan-
guage, sex, and terrorism.

“There’s nothing that’s
overlooked,” Tanner said.

The play is a loose narra-
tive that follows Poona on
her quest to find someone
to play in her big pink box
with smaller, different fairy
tales along the way. She
meets aliens, talking
shrubs, and a man who can
sell anything. Along the
way, Poona discovers her
identity and herself.

“It’s how culture is affect-
ing her and her life,” codirec-
tor and actor Meg Dobbs said.
“Poona does come to some
realization by the end of the
play of what culture does and
what she should have done.”

The title of the play
makes it obvious that
Poona is for mature audi-
ences because of explicit
language and adult situa-
tions. If people will be both-
ered by the play, Dobbs
said, they’re going to know
right away not to attend.

Poona has a direct connec-
tion to Iowa City — the play-
wright, Jeff Goode, also
cofounded No Shame The-
atre. Tanner said he thought
Goode’s main goal with Poona
was to invoke discussion on
the different topics in the play.

“It’s kind of a hit and
run,” Tanner said. “[Goode]
throws a lot at you.”

Although Goode wrote
the play 11 years ago, the
directors said the cultural
references don’t seem to be
dated too much. The play
explores scenes with pre-
9/11 terrorism and how
video-game violence leads to
desensitization. Dobbs and
Tanner said such scenes
leave them mesmerized.

Despite having an avant-
garde theme, the set and
costumes of Ponna don’t fit
the extravagent stereotype
one would expect. Tanner
said the focus is rather on

the characters and script.
In a community that

Dobbs feels is open to new
types of art, she said the
audiences will be able to
connect with the play.

“This is an Iowa City
play,” she said. “Not that it
doesn’t speak to other audi-
ences elsewhere; it’s hard
to imagine people who
wouldn’t enjoy it.”

Way over the top with ‘Taboo’
Dreamwell Theatre opens its Taboo Bijou season with a show that ‘makes you think while you’re groaning.’

AMY OLESON/THE DAILY IOWAN
Actors take stage during a rehearsal of Poona the Fuckdog at the
Unitarian Universalist Society on Tuesday. Poona, directed by Meg
Dobbs and Brian Tanner, will open at 7:30 p.m. Friday and continue
through Feb. 27.

PLAY
When: Friday, 7:30 p.m. through

Feb. 27. 
Where: Unitarian Universalist

Society, 10 S. Gilbert St. 
Admission: $8, students; $10,

seniors; $12, general audiences

             



“This is a show we really
wanted to do,” Kottick said.
“So when they told us they
were going to cut it, we were
quite disappointed. We fig-
ured if [raising money was]
the only way we could do it,
let’s go out and do it.”

Because the majority of
the funds for the show were
donated and all production
costs have been met, the
show costs the 55-year-old
Community Theatre practi-
cally nothing. When
rehearsal began on Jan. 3,
the musical was monetarily
secure, allowing the theater
to present an “amazing
show that no one has really
heard of ” in comparison
with other Leonard Bern-
stein works, such as West
Side Story, Bentler said.

Bentler views the musi-
cal with a different perspec-
tive from other directors.

“Most directors are
actors first,” he said. “I’m a
musician first. The way I
look at it is, ‘How do we go
from the song to the scene,’
not the normal way, from
scene to song.”

Because he comes from a
musical background, seeing
Bernstein’s name on the
script attracted him to the
play.With a 29-piece orches-
tra, the songs range from a
conga to an Irish jig are per-
formed in Wonderful Town.

Baker was forced to
experiment with another
aspect of the music — she
is naturally a soprano, but
her character is required to
sing as a tenor. She consid-
ers herself a singer first,
and learning to sing the
part allowed her to become
the charcter of Ruth.

Even with the wide array
of musical components,
Baker feels Wonderful
Town still flows well.

“Bernstein was a genius
at putting together differ-
ent styles of music and
making them all mesh into
one,” she said.

Because audiences were
familiar with the music in
1953, when Wonderful
Town first appeared,
Bentler wondered at one
point if it would turn
younger generations away.
That, he said, is why he
directed the musical in a
way that it would be funny
for all audiences.

Feeling it is important to
feature the musicians, he
gave up half of the stage for
a 4-foot platform on which
the orchestra will play on.
Because the Englert’s stage
is small, the production
team attached another
stage to the front. Bentler
hopes this will transform

the Englert into a more
intimate environment.

“My goal is to really
make you feel like you’re
part of the production from
the minute you enter,” he
said. “And I’m not afraid to
break the fourth wall.”

Benter said the show is
“insanely dance heavy,”
which complements the
music. The choreographers
of Wonderful Town recently
moved to Iowa City after
professionally working
with musical theater in
Chicago. Bentler feels the
choreography is brilliant —
not like a show choir.

“It’s the best dancing I’ve
seen in any community-
theater production in this
town,” he said.

Because of his love of the
show,he motivated the cast of
29. He was challenged to
work with varying levels of
skill, ranging from high-
school students and their par-
ents to college students aspir-
ing to become professionals to
create an ensemble.

“This is probably the hard-
est I’ve ever pushed a cast,”
he said. “I won’t take any-
thing less than perfection.”

One aspect the director
best enjoys about the show
is that he can connect with
the story. It reminds him of
moving to Iowa City — and
he believes others will have
the same experience.

“A lot of folks around
here came here, and this
town works on you,” he
said. “It changes you into
a different person. Peo-
ple will be able to relate
to it well.”

WONDERFUL 
CONTINUED FROM 1B
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Watching porn has
never been on my list of
things to do before I die.
However, when the UI
put its foot down on the
Bijou last week for its
scheduled Disco Dolls in
Hot Skin in 3-D, I was
actually a wee bummed
and a bit peeved.

I feel it was a poor
decision to pull Disco
Dolls out of the Bijou
because the actual con-
tent of the porno paral-
lels a night with The
Rocky Horror Picture
Show rather than a
loner’s night at home
watching hard-core adult

content on the computer.
I talked to a couple grad-

uate students in the cine-
ma and comparative litera-
ture department who put a
social-studies spin on the
taboo film genre. Andrew
Ritchey talked about the
history of midnight movies
and campy art house flicks
such as Disco Dolls. David
Harvey, who will teach a
two-week segment on
pornography in his gender
and film-studies class,
talked about porn’s signifi-
cance to feminist theory.

Tom Rocklin, the interim
vice president for Student
Services, released a state-
ment last week explaining
his decision. “If showing the
film were essential to an
educational objective, the
situation would be different.
The intent in this case was
to provide entertainment.”

The focus of any cinema
is to provide entertain-
ment. Moreover, the Bijou
is not a virgin to showing
pornographic films. In
recent years, local resi-

dents could view Italian
Stallion, starring
Sylvester Stallone, and
The Lollipop Girls in
Hard Candy in 3-D. Why
and how has the situation
all of a sudden changed?

Besides, has anyone on the
opposing side seen this film?

Countless reviews
online depict Disco Dolls
as harmless, even some-
times verging on artsy.
One online review of
Disco Dolls described the
cast as more tired than
turned on. Even the
soundtrack, the review
said, is the caliber you
would expect to overhear
in the produce depart-
ment at the grocery store.

University spokesman
Tom Moore said he is
aware that Disco Dolls is
a cult classic, but the XXX
rating is more important.
He was also aware that
Showgirls would play at
the Bijou in its place. He
spoke of no qualms about
this film because the edit-
ed version is merely R-

rated (for strong sexuality,
nudity, language, a rape
scene, and drug use).

Personally, Showgirls
seems like one further
step down on the totem
pole of disgrace. Even the
film’s poster is arguably
as racy as the poster for
Disco Dolls, if not more so.

An online review for the
R-rated film describes every
woman character as laugh-
able sex objects and that
the film’s nod to female
empowerment “is a slap to
the face of anyone who’s
been paying attention.”

See the difference? One
film is so awful it
becomes mindlessly hilar-
ious. The other is so
awful it’s depressing.

I’m not suggesting stu-
dents go buy an argyle
sweater vest, comb their
hair over, and spend the
weekend dissecting adult
films by the fireplace. I’m
just saying appearances
can be deceiving and
labels such as “XXX” aren’t
always cut and dried.

Porn riles ‘Big Nanny’
Kitschy porn moves the university toward censorship.

CAROLINE BERG
caroline-berg@uiowa.edu
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HOUSE
FOR SALE

HOUSE
FOR SALE

CONDO
FOR SALE

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

TWO BEDROOM

NEED TO SELL
YOUR

PROPERTY?

Call The Daily Iowan
to find out

more about our
special offer.

(319)335-5784
daily-iowan-classified@uiowa.edu

FOR RENT:
Office spaces for rent,
eastside Iowa City.
From 140 sq.ft. to 3700 sq.ft.
Check our website at:
iowacity-rentals.com
Call (319)338-8058 or
(319)631-1189 for a showing.

OFFICE SPACE

WATERFRONT LOT FOR
SALE! Coralville Lake Reservoir 
waterfront 12 acre lot ready to 
build on for sale on hard surface 
road in North Liberty. Mostly 
timber and private. Call Tracy at 
Barkalow & Associates Realtors 
(319)354-8644 or
(319)631-3268.

LOTS/ACREAGE

DOZENS OF MOBILE HOMES 
FOR SALE
All price ranges.
Financing available.
www.kisslisting.com
K.I.S.S. LISTING SERVICES
1(888)377-5477

MOBILE HOME
FOR SALE

PARENTS: Buy my four bed-
room house for your student 
and rent out extra bedrooms. 
Walking distance to campus 
with garage. 1207 Muscatine 
Ave. (319)331-1289.

$137,900
1536 PLUM ST., IOWA CITY
1.5 miles from campus, ranch, 
two bath, three bedrooms, red 
oak floors, finished basement.
Call Ed (319)393-9279.
For info go to:
fsbo-iowa.com and
iahomesforsale.com

HOUSE
FOR SALE

www.remhouses.com
9, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2 bedroom. 
8/1/10. (319)337-5022.

WHITE HOUSE
Three bedroom, three bath-
room, Muscatine Ave. Wood 
floors, laundry, fireplace, C/A, 
buslines, off-street parking. Pet 
deposit. $1000/ month plus utili-
ties. (319)338-3071.

SEVEN bedroom, 308 Church 
St. Two kitchens, W/D. $3000/ 
month. www.remhouses.com 
(319)337-5022.

SEVEN bedroom house,
N.VanBuren St., dishwasher, 
laundry, large driveway.
Available 8/1/10. $2700/ month 
plus utilities. Pets possible.
(319)560-5490.

LARGE three bedrooms, 4- 5 
people. Close to campus, W/D, 
A/C, dishwasher, hardwood 
floors, deck, porch, off-street 
parking. No pets. $1600.
(319)936-7100.

LARGE house, close-in. Four
baths, four kitchens, W/D.
Parking. (319)321-6418.

FOUR bedrooms, extra SPA-
CIOUS and NICE. Reasonable. 
Must see. No pets. $1150. Call 
(319)683-2324.

FOUR BEDROOM, 1-1/2 BATH
-730 E.Jefferson ($1675)
New kitchen and bathrooms. 
W/D, A/C, dishwasher, disposal. 
Off-street parking. We shovel 
snow and cut grass. Tenant 
pays utilities. No pets. Renting 
August 1. (847)486-1955 Marty.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

FOUR bedroom and efficien-
cies, close-in, pets negotiable.
(319)338-7047.

FOUR and three bedroom 
houses. W/D, dishwasher, A/C, 
off-street parking, westside, 
close to campus. Available 
8/1/10. (319)471-3723.
www.hawkeyehouses.com

FIVE bedroom, nice house, 
W/D, garage, off-street parking, 
nice yard. $1920/ month. 416 
S.Governor. (319)512-0544.

EIGHT bedroom, four bath, 
W/D, off-street parking. $3470/ 
month, cable, internet, gas paid. 
412 S.Governor.
(319)512-0544.

CLOSE and cute 3- 4 bedroom 
house with hardwood floors. 
A/C, dishwasher, W/D, garage. 
No pets. Available 8/1/10.
$1250 plus utilities.
(319)325-4663.

AUGUST 2010.
3, 4, 5, 6 bedrooms.
www.UIRentals.com
(319)325-4156.

931 S.VanBuren St.
Large house, W/D, parking.
$1500/ month.
www.remhouses.com
(319)337-5022.

4, 3 and 2 bedroom houses for 
rent, close-in, W/D, dishwasher, 
A/C, off-street parking.
Available 8/1/10.
(319)471-3723.
www.hawkeyehouses.com

314 W.BENTON. Three bed-
room, W/D, dishwasher, micro-
wave, hardwood floors, full 
basement, parking, garage. 
Available 8/1/10. $1300/ month 
plus utilities.
www.buxhouses.com
(319)354-7262.

2, 3 and 4 bedroom houses. 
Westside, close to UIHC/ medi-
cal/ dental. Prices vary.
(319)339-4783.

1-6 bedrooms.
www.icrentals.com
Fall leasing. (319)594-1062.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

MEADOWLARK CONDOS-
Eastside- two bedroom, one 
bath, secure building, carport, 
storage, W/D hookup plus 
on-site laundry. Small pet nego-
tiable. $600/ $635 plus utilities. 
RCPM (319)887-2187.

CONDO
FOR RENT

THREE bedroom, quiet,
non-smoking, A/C, W/D, $700,
utilities included.
(319)330-4341.

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

THREE bedroom, now,
730 Michael St. $795, H/W 
paid. No pets. (319)331-0168.

DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail: 
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

801 S.VANBUREN. 2200 sq.ft., 
three bedroom, three bath, patio 
and deck, two car garage, all 
new carpet, new paint. $1400/ 
month plus utilities.
(319)339-4783.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

AVAILABLE AUGUST 1.
Very large three bedroom with 
two full baths and all amenities. 
Very close to UIHC and cam-
pus. Rent includes two reserved 
parking spaces in heated, se-
cure parking garage and 
INTERNET.
www.parsonsproperties.com
Preference given to graduate 
students and professionals.

14 N.JOHNSON, UNIT 6
Four bedroom apartment in 
large co-op house. Heat, elec-
tric, water included. On-site 
laundry. $1000/ month.
Available 1/1/10.
www.buxhouses.com.
(319)354-7262.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

TWO bedroom, 730 Michael St. 
$650, H/W paid. No pets.
(319)331-0168.

TWO bedroom sublease, park-
ing, on-site laundry, $900/ 
month, Iowa Ave.
(319)350-0736.

RUSHMORE DR.
Two bedroom, one bath, fire-
place, one car garage, W/D in 
unit, dishwasher. $775/ month 
plus utilities. (319)339-4783.

NOW RENTING FOR FALL:
2 bedroom townhouses, W/D, 
fireplace, 1-1/2 baths, garages.
Check out our website at:
iowacity-rentals.com
Call (319)338-8058 or
(319)631-1189 for a showing.

GREAT VALUE!
One bath, $775.
Two baths $835.
Close-in, quiet. (319)351-0946.

EMERALD CT has a two bed-
room sublet available March 1.
$610 includes water and gar-
bage. Laundry on-site, off-street 
parking. Across from Horn Ele-
mentary. Call (319)337-4323 for 
a showing.

DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784, (319)335-5785

e-mail: 
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

CORALVILLE. Pet friendly. 
Two bedroom, one bathroom, 
free parking, on busline.
www.hamptonatcoralridge.com
(319)339-1480.

AVAILABLE NOW! Very large 
two bedroom with 1-1/2 baths 
located six blocks north of the 
medical school. Has W/D, fire-
place, heated parking and 
INTERNET included.
Rent is $1050.
Call (319)631-1236 or go to
www.parsonsproperties.com

AVAILABLE NOW! Large de-
luxe two bedroom very close to 
UIHC and campus.
Call (319)631-1236 or visit
www.parsonsproperties.com for 
more information.

914 WESTSIDE DR.-
Two bedroom, 1-1/2 bath, W/D, 
two car garage.
$850 plus utilities.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

902 & 906 N.Dodge St., Iowa 
City. Two bedroom apartment, 
close-in, great location, new 
paint and carpet, off-street park-
ing, laundry on-site, $750. Call 
(319)855-2364 Iowa Broker.

3455 E.COURT/
411 PETERSON-
Two bedroom, one bath, on-site 
laundry, convenient location to 
I-80. $585/ $605, tenant pays 
electric. RCPM (319)887-2187.

TWO BEDROOM

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 
balconies, 2 walk-in closets, 
THE ONLY BLDG IN DOWN-
TOWN WITH A POOL, free ga-
rage parking, central AC/ heat-
ing, laundry, elevator, all appli-
ances. www.asirentals.com or 
(319)621-6750.

1014 Oakcrest St., Iowa City. 
Two bedroom apartment. Walk 
to UIHC, Law, Dental. $750. 
Call (319)855-2364 Iowa Broker

#409. Coralville two bedroom, 
one bath, new paint/ carpet, 
cats ok, $595- $625.
www.lotusroadapts.com
(319)339-4783.

#1006. Close to UIHC/ medical/ 
dental. Two bedroom, one bath, 
one car underground garage 
parking. $740- $775/ month,
H/W paid. (319)339-4783.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
(319)335-5784

SUMMER/ fall leasing.
One bedroom across from
Medical/ Dental/ Sports.
(319)337-5156.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

DOWNTOWN one bedroom loft 
apartments, H/W paid.
(319)338-4774.

AVAILABLE August 1, close-in, 
quiet, quality one bedroom and 
efficiency apartments.
www.parsonsproperties.com

$650- close to campus, H/W 
paid, off-street parking. Suitable 
for double occupancy. Available 
5/1/10. (319)338-0870.

$570 and $575, one bedroom
apartments, close to campus, 
H/W provided, off-street park-
ing. Available 6/1/10 and 8/1/10. 
(319)338-0870.

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

THE LODGE
The Finest in Student Living

OPEN DAILY!
2 & 4 Bedroom Apartments

(319)358-3500
www.thelodgeatui.com

SYCAMORE APARTMENTS
One and two bedroom units 
ranging from $540-$775 avail-
able NOW through FALL 2010.
W/D hookups, cable ready, free
parking, country setting, most 
with decks/ patios. Dogs al-
lowed for an additional fee. 1/2 
off security deposit..
Contact AM Management at 
(319)354-1961 or
www.ammanagement.net

PARK PLACE and PARKSIDE 
MANOR in Coralville has one 
and two bedroom sublets avail-
able March, April and May. 
$575 includes water and gar-
bage. 24 hour maintenance 
and laundry on-site. Call 
(319)354-0281 for more details.

NOW RENTING FOR FALL:
1, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom apart-
ments, off-street parking, some 
have W/D in unit. Eastside of 
Iowa City.
Check out our website at:
iowacity-rentals.com
Call (319)338-8058 or
(319)631-1189 for a showing.

AUGUST 2010. Studios, one 
bedrooms, two bedroom.
www.UIRentals.com
(319)325-4156.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

MOD POD INC.
Now. Two bedroom- two bath 
duplex with garage, east Iowa 
City. For fall.
Efficiency- 1- 2- 3 bedroom,
downtown.
Mod Pod Inc. (319)351-0102.

AVAILABLE now, fall option.
Large one bedroom, second
floor, Lucas St., $550.
Two bedroom, Broadway, $575.
(319)936-2184.

ATTENTION STUDENTS!
1, 2 & 3 bedroom units ranging 
from $660-$985 available in 
Saddlebrook NOW through 
FALL 2010. W/D hookups, ca-
ble ready, C/A, fireplace, free
parking, Clubhouse with fitness 
center, close to busline, cats al-
lowed with additional fee. 1/2 
off security deposit. Contact AM 
Management at (319)354-1961 
or www.ammanagement.net

APTS DOWNTOWN
FALL LEASING

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10
bedrooms

(319)354-8331 or
www.aptsdowntown.com

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

AD#209. Efficiency, one, and 
two bedrooms in Coralville. 
Quiet area, parking, some with 
deck, water paid. W/D facilities. 
Possible flexible lease. Call M-F 
9-5pm, (319)351-2178.

502 N.DODGE-
Two bedroom, one bath, close 
to downtown area, busline, 
on-site laundry. $595, water 
paid. RCPM (319)887-2187.

121 E. DAVENPORT
325 E. COLLEGE
333 S. GILBERT
5 bedrooms. Near U of I campus.
(319)354-8331
www.aptsdowntown.com

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 bedroom houses 
and apartments for rent.
www.Barkalowhomes.com or
call (319)855-2364 Iowa Broker.

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms and effi-
ciencies and houses. Very close 
to downtown and campus. Park-
ing, pool, balcony, laundry, ele-
vator. www.asirentals.com or
(319)621-6750.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

STUDIO on Dodge St., parking, 
second floor, $470 plus electric. 
(708)516-3649.

SUMMER SUBLET

IMMEDIATE one bedroom in 
six bedroom co-ed house. 
Close-in, W/D, dishwasher, 
parking, cable, hardwood floors 
and fireplace. $340/ month plus 
utilities. (319)400-7335.

BENTON Manor apartments, 
close to UI, UIHC. On-site laun-
dry, $250/ month plus utilities. 
(319)400-6413.

ROOMMATE
WANTED

AVAILABLE immediately.
Sublet needed at 532
S.VanBuren. Contact Amy
(641)295-2404.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
FEMALE

ROOM FOR RENT close
to downtown. W/D provided.
$425, utilities paid.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

QUIET room for serious stu-
dent. Share bathroom. $350 in-
cludes utilities, laundry, parking, 
internet and storage.
(319)339-0039.

PRIVATE room on busline with 
shared bathroom and kitchen. 
Includes wireless internet, park-
ing, utilities, cable. On-site laun-
dry. Less than one mile from 
campus. $300/ month. Call 
(319)337-8665.

ONE large bedroom, quiet 
non-smoker, W/D, utilities in-
cluded, $350. (319)330-4341.

121 N. VAN BUREN
Rooms for rent in large house. 
Share kitchen/ bath/ laundry. All 
utilities paid, $405/ month.
RCPM (319)887-2187.

ROOM FOR RENT

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

PROMPT JUNK CAR 
REMOVAL. Call 
(319)338-7828.

AUTO PARTS

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

FOR RENT:
Garages, eastside Iowa City.
Check our website at:
iowacity-rentals.com
Call (319)338-8058 or
(319)631-1189.

GARAGE / 
PARKING

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
(319)338-4357

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

MOVING

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available: 
5x10, 10x20

(319)354-2550, (319)354-1639

STORAGE

U STORE ALL Self Storage
Individual units from
5’x10’ to 20’x20’.
Concrete buildings, steel doors.
Visit us online:
www.ustoreall.com
(319)337-3506.

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. (319)351-3562.

PETS

Foreign Language Center of IC
Offers tutoring, translation and 
more.
We are looking for contract
instructors.
www.icforeignlang.com
(319)338-5234

TUTORING

SUMMER IS COMING!!!!!
Don’t wait for everyone else to 
take the best summer opportu-
nities. Gain real-world experi-
ence, separate yourself, earn 
$600-$700/ week, travel.
Call Scott (319)331-2659.

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! 
SAVE MONEY!
Maine camp needs fun loving 
counselors to teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)844-8080,
apply: campcedar.com

SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT

STUDENTS needed to sell
advertising. Apply at
TheCampusPlanner.com or
(630)219-3889. Paid training, 
base pay plus commission!!!

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in 
Iowa City. 100% FREE to join! 
Click on surveys.

PARTICIPATE in psychology 
experiments! Pay is $8/ hour for 
intermittent work, not steady
employment. To apply, email
coglabs-psychology@uiowa.edu

HOUSEKEEPER WANTED for 
permanent part-time position at 
all-suites hotel. Pay commensu-
rate with experience. Apply at 
the Alexis Park Inn & Suites, 
1165 S.Riverside Dr., Iowa City.

BARTENDING! $300/ day po-
tential. No experience neces-
sary. Training provided.
800-965-6520 ext. 111.

ATTENTION UI 
STUDENTS!

GREAT RESUME- BUILDER
GREAT JOB!

Be a key to the University's 
future! Join 

THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
FOUNDATION TELEFUND

up to $9.50 per hour!!!
CALL NOW!

(319)335-3442, ext.417
Leave name, phone number, 

and best time to call.
www.uifoundation.org/jobs

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

WANTED: Slender blonde
female, 40s, for loving long 
term. I’m slender, 6’, white 
male, 50. (563)570-8542 Tim.

PEOPLE
MEETING
PEOPLE

COLD weather brings dry skin. 
Try “Kermit’s Wonderful®
Skincare”
Fareway, Hy-Vee, 
Paul’s & Soap Opera
Made-In-Iowa Product

PERSONAL

TAX PREPARATION 
AT REASONABLE PRICES

Specializing in taxes for 
Faculty and

International Students
Evening and weekend

hours available.
TAXES PLUS

6 E. Benton St., Iowa City
(319)338-2799

TAX
PREPARATION

Advertise for
potential

employees in
The Daily Iowan

(319)335-5784

(319)335-5785



today’s events Want to see your super special event
appear here? Simply e-mail the name,
time, date, and location information to:
ddaaiillyy--iioowwaann@@uuiioowwaa..eedduu

the ledge
This column reflects the opinion of the
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or the
University of Iowa.

horoscopes TThhuurrssddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 1188,, 22001100

— by Eugenia Last

UITV schedule

CCAANN’’TT GGEETT EENNOOUUGGHH SSUUDDOOKKUU??
CHECK OUT DAILYIOWAN.COM FOR MORE PUZZLES

• Vascular Disease Prevention
Screening, 9 a.m., Mercy Medical
Plaza, 540 E. Jefferson

• Electronic Tax Filing, 10 a.m.,
Iowa City Public Library,123 S.Linn

• Dance Fiesta with City Ballet,
10:30 a.m., Iowa City Public Library

• Learn How to Download
eBooks, 10:30 a.m., Iowa City Public
Library

• Overdrive eBook and eAudio
Demonstration, 10:30 a.m., Iowa
City Public Library

• Lunch with the Chefs, Stock-
holm in Winter, 11:15 a.m., IMU
Main Lounge

• Pharmacology Graduate Stu-
dent Workshop,“Regulation of PPARg
Expression in Blood Vessels,” Ying Li,
12:30 p.m.,Bowen Spivey Auditorium

• “My Bhakti is My Power,Gender,
Power,and the Performance of Devo-
tional Asceticism in Rajasthan,”
Antoinette DeNapoli,4 p.m.,1117 Universi-
ty Capitol Centre

• Classics Colloquium, “Sex,
Lies and Intertexts: Reading the
Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite,” S.
Douglas Olson, University of Min-
nesota,4:30 p.m.,302 Schaeffer

• Willowwind School Summer
Camp Preview, 4:30  p.m., Wil-
lowwind School, 950 Dover

• Black History Month,Arts and
Crafts Night, 5 p.m., Afro-American
Cultural Center

• Iowa City Area Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Banquet, 5 p.m.,
Coralville Marriott,300 E.Ninth

• Mexican Chicken Dinner for

Diabetics and Everyone, 6 p.m.,
New Pioneer Co-op, 1101 Second St.,
Coralville

• Iowa City SPELLS, 6:30 p.m.,
Iowa City Public Library

• Wings of Desire,7 p.m.,Bijou
• Computer Help Session, 7

p.m., Iowa City Public Library
• “Double Life,” Kelli Connell, 7

p.m.,E105 Adler
• Game Night for Grownups,7 p.m.,

Coralville Public Library,1401 Fifth St.
• “Live from Prairie Lights,”

Karen Leona Anderson and Jerry
Gabriel, poetry and fiction, 7 p.m.,
Prairie Lights Books,15 S.Dubuque

• Schoolhouse Tunic, 7 p.m.,
Home Ec.Workshop,207 N.Linn

• TRANS Group,7 p.m.,Lesbian,Gay,
Bisexual,Transgender Resource Center

• UI Explorers Lecture Series,
“The Hierarchy of Certainty: How
Evolution Illuminates Past and Pre-
sent,” Chris Brochu, 7 p.m., Macbride
Biosphere Discovery Hub

• Campus Activities Board Casino
Night,9 p.m.,IMU Main Lounge

• Chicago Underground Duo, 9
p.m.,Mill,120 E.Burlington

• Euforquestra, 9 p.m., Yacht
Club,13 S.Linn

• Matt Wilson Quartet, 9 p.m.,
Sanctuary,405 S.Gilbert

• Paperback Rhino Improv
Comedy, 9 p.m., Public Space One,
129 E.Washington

• Velvet Davenport, 9 p.m., Pica-
dor,330 E.Washington

• The House of the Devil,
9:30 p.m.,Bijou

UP ON THE ROOF

Campus channel 4, 
cable channel 17

KC MCGINNIS/THE DAILY IOWAN
A man walks down the sidewalk below the Tower Place parking garage on Wednesday. The
garage has 510 parking spaces.

Think  you’re pretty funny? Prove it. 
The Daily Iowan is looking for Ledge 
writers. You can submit a Ledge at
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu. 
If we think it’s good, we’ll run it — and
maybe contact you for more.

What we learned
at the Des

Moines Blank
Park Zoo (and
why we’re not
allowed back)

• They do not rent out their
animals.

• It’s true: The lions really
don’t get along well with the

lambs.
• … or with the other lions

when there’s not enough
lamb to go around.

• Neither of us can fit inside
a kangaroo’s pouch.

• Kangaroos punch as hard
as they do in the cartoons,
but they lack the padded,
professional boxing gloves.
• … and Nathan’s pretty

sure kangaroos know how to
flip the bird.

• The zoo will not take a
donation in the form of

Andrew’s neighbor’s yippy
Labradoodle.

• Although Nathan is defi-
nitely “faster than a speeding
zoo tram,” he is most certain-
ly NOT “more powerful than
a zoo tram” nor “able to leap

tall zoo trams in a single
bound.”

• Coyotes have never heard
of ACME, but they sure will

chase a roadrunner.
• … especially if you lash

live rabbits to the roadrun-
ners’ backs.

• While it is true that the
majestic Northern White
Rhinoceros is officially

extinct in the wild, it is also
true that it tastes best with a

light hollandaise sauce.
• An alpaca will spit in your
face if you so much as look at

them funny.
• … or try to ride them

• … especially if you’re wear-
ing spurs.

• Andrew can start a tour
group by simply wearing

khakis and a nametag, then
signaling people to follow

him.
• Monkeys like to fling poo,

but do not like having it
flung back at them.

— Andrew R. Juhl and Nathan Wulf
promise that no animals were harmed in the

writing of this Ledge.

Daily Break

ANDREW R. JUHL
and NATHAN WULF
dailyiowan@uiowa.edu

ARIES March 21-April 19 Open up about the way you feel and about what
you’d like to see happen. Giving in to someone’s selfish needs will not
make you feel good about who you are. Focus on what really matters
to you and your community.
TAURUS April 20-May 20 If you aren’t willing to do your share, how can you
expect others to? Explain to others what is wrong and what can make
things right for the organization or people you are concerned about.
An interesting partnership will develop.
GEMINI May 21-June 20 You’ll be faced with both negative and positive
reactions and must be prepared to sway the people who don’t agree
with you. Your unusual way of expressing what you want should help
you secure the foothold you need to proceed with your plans.
CANCER June 21-July 22 Speak up if you want to correct misinformation
that is circulating. Don’t be afraid of change to your status or your
professional goals. Nothing is as bad as it seems if you put in time
and effort.
LEO July 23-Aug. 22  Look for an unusual opportunity to raise your income.
There is money to be made if you decide to buy, sell, or invest in
something you believe in. A change of plans may be unnerving, but it
will bring greater insight.
VIRGO Aug. 23-Sept. 22 View your glass as half-full, and put your imagina-
tion to work for you. The ideas you come up with will help to buffer
some of the financial losses you have incurred. Nothing is out of
reach if you put your mind to it.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 22 You will be able to develop a good working relationship
with someone who has the potential to bring what you are lacking to the
project. Spontaneity will allow you to bring attention to your plans and
gain the help you will need.
SCORPIO Oct. 23-Nov. 21 Not everyone will be as intuitive as you are. The
possibilities are endless if you stay on course and prepare for the
changes to your personal life that have been on your mind for some
time. A move is evident.
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 22-Dec. 21 A romantic problem can cloud your vision, caus-
ing you to backtrack and second-guess what you are doing. Don’t let any-
one slow you down. A residential move will help solve some problems.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 19 Don’t give in to someone else’s nastiness.
Travel plans will lead to delays, and they should be put on hold, if pos-
sible. Less will turn out to be more when it comes to an explanation
you must make.
AQUARIUS Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Take a long, hard look at your goals, and if you
aren’t happy with what you see, it may be time to rediscover what you
have to offer. New beginnings are always difficult, but they can be
exciting and rewarding as well.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20 Talk to someone in a position of power about a
project you want to pursue. An unusual way of dealing with a partner-
ship will be a means to get what you want. Approach someone you used
to rely on for insight.

“ ”
Your life story would not make a good book. 

Don't even try.
— Fran Lebowitz
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3 p.m. “Java Blend,” Pezzettino performs at
the Java House
4:05 Human Rights Week, “Educating Leaders
in Health Care for the 21st Century,” Freeman
A. Hrabowski III, president of the University
of Maryland-Baltimore County, Jan. 19,
5:05 “The Great Recession: How We Got Here
and How We Get Out,” Dean Baker, Economic
& Policy Research, Washington, D.C., Jan. 27
6:30 Incompetent Sports Talk, Student Video

Productions
7 “Java Blend,” Pezzettino performs at the
Java House
8:05 “The Great Recession: How We Got Here
and How We Get Out,” Dean Baker, Economic
& Policy Research, Washington, D.C., Jan. 27
9:30 Daily Iowan TV Newscast
9:45 Todd Lickliter Postgame News Conference
10 Incompetent Sports Talk, Student Video
Productions
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