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Suicide and
depression
While Iowa is the fourth
least-depressed state, it
ranks 24th in its suicide rate.
State, 4A

Fredrick resigns
after four years
Iowa volleyball coach Cindy
Fredrick resigns, one month
after a disappointing 2007
season.  Sports, 1B

Rural pharms
The number of town 
pharmacies in Iowa are
increasing, but some towns
are still without.  State, 2A

Graduate student
diversity
In a recent UI study, 
graduate students from
minority groups reported
that they had a lower quality
learning experience.
Campus, 2A
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Possibility of freezing fog
early, then sunny, breezy, with

patchy freezing drizzle late.

Daily updates
Now check back at 
dailyiowan.com during 
the day for the latest news
on the UI and Iowa City.

Today’s webcast
Watch Daily Iowan Television
to find out where those 
puppies in the window really
come from.

By Zhi Xiong
THE DAILY IOWAN

Sherry Christoffer didn’t always func-
tion with another creature at her heels.

But these days the 43-year-old cannot
leave her home without Amber, a pure-
bred golden retriever trained for seizure
response.

“It’s like a wheelchair
for anyone else,” said
Christoffer, who was
diagnosed with epilepsy
more than 20 years ago.
“She is my appendage.
Taking her away is like
cutting off my leg.”

After years of facing
discrimination because
of her disability, she
eased into self-advocacy
through bouts of grand-
mal seizures and a haze
of medications. Over the
years, she sent countless letters to city,
county, and state officials in Iowa to
explain her plight.

Through her work she was able to
change the Johnson County Ambulance
Service’s policy regarding service ani-
mals, which can now travel with patients
in the same emergency vehicle.

‘A river rat town’
Christoffer has lived in the same apart-

ment on Gilbert Street for 13 years. One
morning earlier this month, she appeared

in the doorway overlooking a snowy, gray
parking lot.

Lindsey Walters/The Daily Iowan
Sherry Christoffer, 43, scratches the ears of her service dog, Amber, in her Gilbert Street apartment on Dec. 14. Christoffer’s pure-bred
golden retriever is specially trained to help her during an epileptic seizure. Amber will press a white emergency button to call 911, which
Christoffer has disconnected, but then brings her a telephone and stays by her side, licking and nudging her so she will stay awake.

Lindsey Walters/The Daily Iowan
Amber waits patiently while Sherry Christoffer fills up a lunch plate at the Wesley Center
on Dec. 15.

By Shawn Gude
THE DAILY IOWAN

After gains made with Latino
voters in the previous two presiden-
tial election years, a recent report
shows Republicans are losing Lati-
nos to their Democratic rivals.

In 2006, Democrats enjoyed a
21 percentage point margin over
Republicans with Latinos, down
from 33 points in 1999. The new
study, released earlier this month,
shows the margin has recently
widened to 1999-like numbers: 57
percent support for Democrats
and 23 percent for the GOP.

The report, released by the Pew
Hispanic Center, also found that 41
percent of Latinos view Democrats
as better on the immigration issue.

It’s easy to see why when look-
ing at another survey — also
released by the Pew Hispanic
Center — that came out last
week. It shows the majority of
Latinos in the United States dis-
approve of the immigration-
enforcement policies many
Republicans support.

By Shajia Ahmad
THE DAILY IOWAN

George Washington’s face on the $1
bill may be smiling (sort of) here in the
States, but he’s frowning over in
Europe.

Because of the declining value of the
dollar against foreign currency, the cost
of study-abroad programs in the 2008
school year could see up to a 10 percent
increase across the board, said Janis
Perkins, the director of the Office for
Study Abroad.

The UI’s costs reflects national
trends, where the dollar’s performance
against the euro, Japanese yen, and
British pound has forced the cost of col-
lege study-abroad programs to rise 10
to 15 percent in the last few years,
according to the Forum on Education
Abroad.

The biggest challenge for the UI

office, which sets its own fees for the
programs it runs, is watching the dol-
lar’s fluctuating exchange rates in
recent months since it determines stu-
dent fees and travel costs.

“We’re obsessed with it,” Perkins said.
“It’s often the first thing we talk about
in the morning.”

The dollar’s strength against the euro
is particularly important, because the

By Kayla Kelley
THE DAILY IOWAN

Meagan Ekberg has a lot to smile
about. In the next five months, she will
graduate from the UI, get married, and
begin training for the Teach for America
program that will take her to Las Vegas.

The 22-year-old was surprised to find
out she was eligible to graduate in
December when she met with her aca-
demic adviser — a credit had been mis-
counted.

She did not want to leave her job as a
Burge resident assistant, she said, but
she feels it is a better move financially
because she must carry a full semester
load of classes to be an RA.

Kiki Abba, a UI senior, became close
friends with Ekberg when the two were
resident assistants in Currier-Stanley.

She said Ekberg’s empathetic personali-
ty and ability to do everything with a smile
made her an excellent candidate for the job.

Ekberg plans to move back home for six
months and earn money before saying “I
Do” and making the 1,500-mile journey to
Nevada, where she will teach for three
years.

“Iowa exposed me to a lot of things and
really opened me up,” the Rockford, Ill.
native said.

The study
The specifics of a recent study by
the Pew Hispanic Center:
• 57 percent of Latino registered
voters identify themselves as
Democrats; 23 percent call 
themselves Republicans.
• In 1999, the gap between the two
was 33 percentage points.
• In 2006, the margin had slipped
to 21 points.
• The gap is now back to 34
points, comparable with the 1999
margin.
• The survey also shows 41 
percent of Latinos favor the
Democrats over Republicans on
illegal immigration and 44 percent
think that the Democrats show
more concern for Latinos than
Republicans.
• Additionally, 41 percent of
Latinos view the Bush 
administration’s policies on 
immigration as detrimental to their
demographic group.

Source: Pew Hispanic Center

Woman’s
best friend 
Go to
dailyiowan.com for
DI photographer
Lindsey Walters’ photo
slide show of Sherry
Christoffer and her
service dog, Amber.

Meagan Ekberg
Age: 22
Major:
theater and English
Hometown: Rockford,
Ill.
Favorite UI memory:
Going to the Java
House or watching
“Grey’s Anatomy” with
the residents in her hall.

The value of the dollar 
The dollar’s value over the last year
has decreased:
• 12 percent against the euro
• 5 percent against the British pound
• 7 percent against Japanese yen
• 16 percent against Canadian dollar

Source: www.x-rates.com, currency calculator

Graduating Seniors MEAGAN EKBERG

Woman’s best friend
A local woman battles seizures and ‘bureaucrats.’

SEE DOG, 3A

Latinos
look to
Dems

Latino voters are 
deserting the

Republican Party,
recent research

shows.

SEE LATINO, BACK PAGE

Wilting U.S. dollar
affects study abroad

The declining value of the dollar spells rising
costs for UI students who want to roam the globe. 

SEE STUDY ABROAD, BACK PAGE

Big changes ahead
Ekberg is looking forward to a December graduation, 

a June marriage, and a teaching date in Las Vegas.

SEE SENIOR, BACK PAGE

A fine occasion
Sometimes, even the DI’s
fine Opinions staff can’t find
anything to deride.
Opinions, 6A
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POLICE BLOTTER
Tracy Eickelberg, 21, 319 E. Court St. Apt. 5,
was charged Dec. 15 with public intoxication.
AAnnddrreeww EErriicckkssoonn, 19, Des Moines, was
charged Dec. 14 with public intoxication.
Emily Gardiner, 19, 130 N. Linn St. Apt.
2420, was charged Sunday with public
intoxication.
Duncan Groff, 19, Des Moines, was charged
Dec. 14 with public intoxication and PAULA.
Kristle Harris, 24, 1053 Cross Park Ave. Apt. C,
was charged Dec. 8 with forgery by credit card.
Annelise Jensen, 19, 422 Brown St. Apt. 7,
was charged Monday with possession of
marijuana.
Christopher Kastelie, 20, Silvis, Ill., was
charged Sunday with public intoxication.
Adam Katz, 21, 650 S. Johnson St. Apt. 3, was
charged Dec. 15 with public intoxication.
Danielle Kelly, 18, 1008 Rienow, was
charged Dec. 15 with public intoxication.
Katelyn Kelly, 21, 1004 E. Market St., was

charged Dec. 15 with public intoxication.
Joseph Lundgren, 36, 225 Grove St., was
charged Dec. 15 with violating a no-contact,
domestic-abuse protective order.
Alexander Mau, 20, Des Moines, was
charged Dec. 14 with PAULA and public
intoxication.
Sang Tran, 20, 169 Paddock Circle, was
charged Sunday with driving with a sus-
pended/canceled license.
Medea Vens, 18, 422 Brown St. Apt. 7, was
charged Monday with possession of mari-
juana and possession of a controlled sub-
stance with intent to deliver.
Ryan Wessels, 26, Swisher, Iowa, was charged
Sunday with interference with official acts.
Sean Wiese, 18, 4213 Llyod Ave. S.E., was
charged Dec. 18 with assault causing injury.
Chico Zapata, 32, 846 E. Davenport St.,
was charged Monday with driving with a
revoked license.

Woman faces felony
in pot bust 

A woman faces a felony after
Johnson County Jail personnel found a
bag believed to contain marijuana hid-
den in her vagina, authorities reported.

Stevie Hardesty, 23, 706 Keokuk
Court, is charged with possession of
contraband in a correctional facility, a
felony, and possession of marijuana.

According to reports, Iowa City
police stopped Hardesty in a green
Ford Escort for an equipment viola-
tion at the intersection of Kirkwood
Avenue and Summit Street around
3:10 a.m. Tuesday.

Officers found an “elephant-
shaped” pipe in a bag sitting on the
passenger seat of the car. The pipe
reportedly smelled of marijuana and
had burnt residue on it. There were
also seeds and stems on the driver’s
seat, reports said.

Hardesty said the pipe did not
belong to her. She was arrested and
taken to jail. Though she told offi-
cials there that she did not have any
contraband on her person before a
search, jail staff allegedly discovered
a bag of what is believed to be mar-
ijuana in Hardesty’s vagina.

Possession of contraband in a
correctional facility is a Class D
felony, punishable by up to five years
in prison and a fine of up to $7,500.

Possession of marijuana is a seri-
ous misdemeanor and carries a
penalty of up to a year in prison and
a fine of up to $1,500.

— by Kurtis Hiatt

Reaching for literary
heights 

Today, members of the Iowa City
literary community will unveil an
application requesting that the U.N.
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization designate the town a
creative City of Literature.

At 1:30 p.m. at the Shambaugh
House, UI President Sally Mason
and Iowa City Mayor Ross Wilburn
will join International Writing
Program Director Christopher
Merrill, the Writing University task
force chairman who oversaw the
project, to showcase the dossier of
the city’s literary resources.

At present, only Edinburgh,
Scotland, holds the title of City of
Literature, making it one of nine
cities throughout the world that
have been appointed to an interna-
tional network of creative cities.

For full coverage of today’s events
and to learn more about the applica-
tion, read Thursday’s The Daily Iowan.

— by Kelsey Beltramea

Man charged with
horse theft

An Ottumwa man is suspected of
stealing a horse and selling it at an
auction, according to reports, which
said the animal is now believed to be
in New York.

Charles Russell, 23, is charged
with second-degree theft, a felony,
according to recently released
reports written Dec. 12.

Johnson County sheriff’s deputies
allege that Russell took the horse
without permission from the Robert
Rogers farm June 2. He reportedly
auctioned it for $600 at the Belle
Plaine Western Exchange — an
Iowa auction catering to horse buy-
ers and sellers, “where good people
and good horses get together,” the
auction’s website says.

Authorities said the horse should
have garnered at least $1,500.

The horse has since been resold
“several times,” reports said, and is
now likely in New York.

Second-degree theft is a Class D
felony, and carries a penalty of up to
five years in prison and a fine of up
to $7,500.

— by Kurtis Hiatt

Sex-assault trial date
changed 

The trial date of a Chicago man
facing accusations of sexual assault
has been rescheduled.

Antonio Johnson, 21, will go to
trial on Feb. 18, 2008, according to
online court records. His trial date
was originally set for Monday.

Johnson was arrested in
September when police said they
found him hiding in a bathroom after
allegedly sexually assaulting and
robbing a woman, according to offi-
cials. He allegedly told her he liked
to “rob and kill people.”

The woman said Johnson
attacked her in the hallway of her
apartment and stole her cell phone,
police officials said.

He is charged with third-degree
sexual abuse and second-degree
robbery, according to online records.

Third-degree sexual abuse and
second-degree robbery are Class C
felonies, each punishable by up to
10 years behind bars and fines total-
ing up to $10,000.

— by Samantha Miller

City High reports
alleged sex attack 

Iowa City police responded to a
report from City High on Tuesday
morning that a male student put his
hand under a female student’s
clothes and grabbed her buttocks,
authorities said.

Keith Turvin, 17, 717 Grant St., is
charged with assault with intent to
commit sexual abuse, according to
reports.

City High staff made the call to
police at 11:48 a.m. to report the
alleged sexual assault.

The responding officer completed
interviews at the school, 1900
Morningside Drive, then took Turvin
to the Iowa City Police Department.

The alleged victim is identified
only as an 18-year-old female stu-
dent at the school.

Turvin was later released to his
father, police said, adding that no addi-
tional charges or information is likely
to be released regarding to the case.

Assault with intent to commit
sexual abuse is an aggravated mis-
demeanor.

— by Kurtis Hiatt

By Jennifer Delgado
THE DAILY IOWAN

The 31 elderly residents from
Pioneer Park, a nursing home in
Lone Tree, do not have a phar-
macy. Instead, they depend on a
pharmaceutical provider from
the Quad Cities to send their
prescriptions.

In 2006, the state of Iowa
gained 42 pharmacists, but a
number of local towns and com-
munities are still lacking these
health-care providers.

“It’s hard to support a phar-
macy in a small town,” Marge
Comer said, a pharmacist
employed at West Liberty Phar-
macy. “Unless you’ve got a nurs-
ing home, it’s very difficult,
because the volume is not there.”

Even with a special-care facil-
ity, there is no guarantee that
small, rural communities in
Iowa will get the drug therapy
that they need.

At Pioneer Park, the prepack-
aged prescriptions are delivered
to the nursing home as often as
needed. If a crisis should arise,
the facility is equipped with
emergency boxes with basic
medication.

“I don’t know what we would
do without [the drug company],”
said Pioneer Park administrator
Cris Vetter. “We’d have to go back
to the drawing board and figure
out how to access our medicine.”

Besides creating contracts
with companies, those without
pharmacies have few options —
they can travel to the nearest
town or order their medication
online, Comer said.

In total, there are 2,610 phar-
macists in the state. By the close
of 2006, every Iowa county had
at least one pharmacist. John-
son County has 255, the second
most after Polk County. Two
hundred thirty-two reside in
Iowa City alone, including those
with teaching and administra-
tive backgrounds, as well as in
privately owned businesses.

The only pharmacy schools in
Iowa are at the UI and Drake.
Forty-six percent of pharmacists
in Iowa are UI graduates, 29
percent are from Drake, and the
remaining 25 percent come from
schools all over the nation.

A shortage of pharmacists is
not something new, said Roger
Tracy, an assistant dean in the
UI College of Medicine. While
138 new pharmacists entered
the field in 2006, he said, 96 left
the state, because of reasons
including retirement, relocation,
and health problems.

Although the salary for phar-
macists in Iowa is lower than
nationwide average — $86,590
compared with $93,500, accord-
ing to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics — the cost of living in
Iowa is lower than many other
places, said Donald Letendre,
the dean of the UI College of
Pharmacy.

A critical step will be to make
small-town pharmacies appeal-
ing to pharmacy students, he
said. “We need to create avenues
where opportunities like that are
attractive,” he said.

A dearth of pharmacists in rural
areas could potentially force small-
town residents to ignore their
health problems,he said.

E-mail DI reporter Jennifer Delgado at:
jennifer-delgado@uiowa.edu

By Alyssa Cashman
THE DAILY IOWAN

In a recently released study,
UI graduate students from
minority groups tended to
report they had a lower quality
of experience in their learning
and working environments.

And university officials say
these results highlight the need
for continued improvement in
the area of diversity at the UI.

The second in a series of four
studies was released on Dec. 10
detailing the diversity climate
in the graduate school. This is
the first campuswide study of
its kind done at the UI in the
past 15 years.

John Keller, the dean of the
Graduate College, said he didn’t
find the results surprising but

said that the administration is
always concerned about promot-
ing the university to students
from different ethnic back-
grounds.

“If we’re really interested in
the business of learning, we
should be interested in learning
about other people,” he said.

While most surveyed stu-
dents said a diverse campus
had a positive effect on their
education, nearly half said they
had never attended a confer-
ence held by the UI promoting
diversity, which will be some-
thing to watch for in the future,
said Jennifer Modestou, the UI
director of Equal Opportunity
and Diversity.

In this era of global economy,
experiences with other cultures
are vital, officials said.

Keller said the biggest chal-
lenge in creating a diversified
campus is minorities’ and inter-
national students’ unfamiliarity
with the region.

“We’re kind of a fly-over,
drive-through state,” he said.
“But in my experience, if we can
get them to visit and get to
know the environment … they
feel differently than before they
came.”

Despite efforts, the UI
remains a largely homogenous
campus. Minorities make up
approximately 9.5 percent of
the graduate students, Keller
said.

Along with a diverse student
population, the survey also
looked at opinions of faculty
diversity. Around 42 percent of
students said that ethnic repre-
sentation on faculty in their col-
lege was not adequate. Of
tenured or tenure-track faculty,
17.1 percent are minorities.

“[Minority] faculty members
can be strong role models for
minority students,” Modestou
said.

Although the survey was con-
ducted in 2005, officials said the
results are most likely still
related to the environment on
campus today. Keller called it a
“snapshot in time” and empha-
sized the need for continued
study. Approximately 23 per-
cent of graduate students took
the survey.

The study also outlined some
measures the UI could take to
continue to strive towards a
more heterogeneous campus.
One recommendation was that
diversity training be available
to students and faculty.

“There needs to be a better
demonstration of the institu-
tion’s commitment to diversity,”
Modestou said.

E-mail DI reporter Alyssa Cashman at:
alyssa-cashman@uiowa.edu

Pharmacists MIA
To find out more about towns in
Iowa lacking pharmacies, watch
Daily Iowan Television, 
dailyiowan.com.

Sarah O’Brien/The Daily Iowan
Jessica Eveleth (right) talks to a patient on the phone while pharmacist
Christine Johnson fills a prescription in Westlawn pharmacy on Monday. 

Grad students: UI needs
to work on diversity

UI continues to focus on improving
diversity at the university.

Some lack pharmacists
The number of
pharmacists in 

Iowa is increasing,
but towns without

pharmacies 
still exist.

                 



Instead of the tough leather
jacket and bulky boots she
wears downtown, a tie-dyed T-
shirt and yoga pants sheathed
the petite woman. Her coarse,
caramel-streaked hair was
pulled back, highlighting keen
blue eyes and prominent cheek-
bones.

Barely more than 5 feet tall,
she paced the room with light,
bare feet as she talked.

Christoffer grew up on a farm
in Lansing, a “river-rat town” on
the Mississippi, she said.

The river brought mosqui-
toes. She contracted encephali-
tis at age 6 — possibly the St.
Louis strain, she was told.There
were only 25 reported cases in
Iowa between 1964 and 2005,
according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

The mosquito-borne virus can
cause brain inflammation and
epilepsy.

Christoffer spent four days in
the hospital, delirious with
fever and soaked in ice baths.
She had to learn how to walk
and talk again.

Fifteen years later, doctors
diagnosed her with temporal
lobe epilepsy, stemming from
the right side of her brain. Her
grand-mal seizures make her
convulse and often black out.

“It’s like those dreams where
you want to run away, but you
can’t move,” she said. “I feel like
I can’t breathe.”

An estimated 2.7 million
Americans suffer some form of
epilepsy, making it one of the
most common neurological dis-
orders in the country. It is essen-
tially an electrical storm in the
brain.

In 1987, Christoffer moved to
Iowa City for treatment at the
UI Hospitals and Clinics. When
medications didn’t help, she
turned to surgery.

The seizures come each
month around the time she
menstruates, because of hor-
mone fluctuations. Approxi-
mately 1 million women suffer
similarly, according to
webmd.com.

Loud noises have been known
to trigger episodes; Christoffer
washes clothes by hand and
hangs them in her home to
avoid the sound of washing
machines and dryers.

“It’s how I can take out my
frustrations, and I have darn
clean clothes,” she chuckled,
revealing a gap between her
front teeth.

Her freckled hands are filmy,
the skin burned from detergent.

“She doesn’t know when it’s
going to come next or how bad
it’s going to be,” said Kelly
McNulty, her friend and former
housemate. “It’s the fear factor
of having epilepsy that is a huge
thing.”

A technician in the UIHC,
McNulty was once called when
Christoffer started seizing at
the mall. A bystander found her
number in the golden retriever’s
pack, which includes Christof-
fer’s medical history and a pock-
et-size booklet of service-dog

access laws.
Her condition prevents her

from driving, making it difficult
to visit her siblings, who are
scattered across the country.
There is no guarantee she will
not have a seizure when visiting
relatives.

“I tell them, ‘send me a card,’ ”
Christoffer said.

After her employers at a
nursing home fired her after
discovering her illness, she
became a hairdresser and
worked for 10 years at King
Stingray’s Great Haircuts, for-
merly above Domby, 128 E.
Washington.

“People who can hire an
epileptic, I have high respect for
them,” she said.

When Christoffer became
completely disabled in 1999, her
mother suggested she get a
service dog to help.

Today she and her golden
retriever are like family. A holi-
day-theme portrait of the two
hangs in her living room.

“She seems to be the only one
who can wake me up. Maybe it’s
her breath — it stinks,” she
joked, feeding the dog a baby
carrot as a treat. “Her uncondi-
tional love keeps me calm so I
don’t fight the seizures.”

Facing discrimination
Local media picked up

Christoffer’s story in 2000,
when the community helped her
raise $ 3,000 for her first service
dog from a trainer in Newton,
Iowa.

The dog could wake her up by
licking her, call for help using a
specially installed phone, and
bring her medication.

But for years, she and the
dog, which wore a blue harness
identifying her as a service ani-
mal, were harassed on public
transit, Christoffer said.

Some bus drivers demanded
to see proof of disability or
refuse to let them on, she said.

People suggested she wear
dark glasses and pretend to be

blind, making her more recog-
nizable as a person with a dis-
ability.

Instead, Christoffer began
researching her rights. She
keeps numerous copies of let-
ters from local and state offi-
cials and pamphlets about dis-

ability rights and service dogs.
Everything is separated in
clear, three-ring packets and
snapped into enormous binders.

Under the Americans with
Disabilities Act, a service ani-
mal is “individually trained to
provide assistance to an individ-
ual with a disability.” Guide
dogs for the blind are only one
type.

And according to the Iowa
Assistance Animal/Guide Dog
Laws, denying a disabled per-
son and service dog access to
public transportation or busi-
nesses constitutes a simple mis-
demeanor.

Her gravely voice grows
rougher at the memory of the
dog, Chris, which stopped
responding to her needs after
emergency workers separated
the two into different vehicles
on the way to the ER.

“That’s kind of bizarre,” said
Judy Miller about the case. She
is a special-events coordinator
with Paws with a Cause, a
Michigan-based nonprofit
organization that trains service
dogs. Christoffer underwent a
rigorous application process
with the organization to get her
second dog, Amber.

Normally, service animals
would not forget their training,
Miller said, noting that legally,
the patient and dog should not
be separated in the first place.

Christoffer filed a discrimina-
tion suit against the Johnson
County Ambulance Service,
which Director Steve Spenler
remembers vividly.

No one else has brought up
similar issues, he insisted, but
the ambulance service changed
its policies and employees
learned the new rules.

The service installed animal
restraints inside the ambulance
— a sort of seat belt that allows
the patient and animal to stay
together. Despite the changes,
Christoffer remains wary of
emergency-room visits. She dis-
connected her emergency tele-

phone and instead relies on her
service dog and friends for help.

Spenler said the ambulance’s
changes came at “minimal cost.”
But Christoffer’s new service
dog cost $18,000.

Most of the money came from
American Veterans, and she
raised thousands by putting out
donation jars and selling art
projects.

Self-advocacy
Christoffer still takes medica-

tions for seizures and relies on
samples and discounted prices.
Living off disability leaves her
at what she calls the poverty
level, around $10,000 for a one-
person household, according to
government figures.

She and Amber spend the
morning in the Iowa City Public
Library, where the librarians
pointed her out at her usual
spot, the Internet center. Amber
rests at her feet while Christof-
fer sends e-mails and posts
encouragement to other epilep-
tics via Google groups.

Meanwhile, she continues to
advocate for herself and other
disabled people. Over the sum-
mer, she gathered 195 signa-
tures petitioning for a Sunday
bus service. She brought it to
the Iowa City City Council in
June, but so far, nothing has
come of it.

“I can’t even imagine how
people in wheelchairs get
around,” she said, shaking her
head at thick sheets of ice coat-
ing the sidewalks.

Every few months, she also
holds educational story time for
children at the library, teaching
them that strangers are not
allowed to pet Amber — she is
constantly “at work.”

Her friend McNulty sees the
outcome of Christoffer’s efforts.

“One boy said, ‘Look, Daddy,
it’s a working dog,’ ” she said in
describing one encounter. “A lot
of that is because of her work.”

E-mail DI reporter Zhi Xiong at:
zhi-xiong@uiowa.edu

DOG 
CONTINUED FROM 1A

A brief biography of Sherry Christoffer
1960s — grew up in Lansing, Iowa
1970 — hospitalized for four days from encephalitis, had to learn to
walk again after recovering
1984 — diagnosed with temporal-lobe epilepsy
1997 — had part of right temporal lobe removed
2000 — acquired first service dog from a Newton, Iowa, trainer
2004 — service dog stopped responding and was given away; raised
money for Amber, a new dog from Paws with a Cause

Source: Sherry Christoffer
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4-legged companion eases life

Lindsey Walters/The Daily Iowan
Sherry Christoffer checks for cars before crossing Gilbert Street on Dec. 15.

Lindsey Walters/The Daily Iowan
Amber holds the mail while waiting for Sherry Christoffer to open the door to their apartment on Dec. 15.
Amber wears boots to protect her paws from salt and sand during the winter.
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By Dan Caterinicchia
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — By mandat-
ing a boom in ethanol output from
sources other than corn, the ener-
gy bill President Bush is expected
to sign presents a huge opportuni-
ty for the fledgling biofuels market
— and considerable uncertainty.

The commercial viability of
making ethanol from grasses
and agricultural waste is
unproven, and if industry can’t
meet the challenge, consumers
could end up paying the price.

The United States currently
produces nearly 7 billion gal-
lons of ethanol, all of it made
from corn, thanks in large part
to government mandates and
subsidies included in the 2005
energy bill. The 2007 bill, which
passed the House Tuesday and
the Senate last week, mandates
36 billion gallons by 2022, with
21 billion gallons coming from
so-called cellulosic ethanol.

There are significant obstacles
to meeting this goal, however,
not least of which is devising a
profitable method of producing
cellulosic ethanol.

Other challenges include:
growing enough feedstock with-
out harming the environment
and efficiently transporting it to
ethanol refineries; delivering
the finished fuel to pumps
nationwide; and bolstering con-
sumer demand. The lack of an
adequate transportation system

for biofuels and limited demand
already have squeezed ethanol
producers’ profits this year.

It is unclear how government
or industry will respond if the
country’s ambitious cellulosic-
ethanol goals cannot be met,
though one potential unintend-
ed consequence is higher pump
prices if fuel supplies fail to
match rising demand.

“In this industry, they always
say cellulosic is five or six years
away, but they’ve been saying
that for the last 15 years,” said
David Swenson, an associate
scientist in economics at Iowa
State University.

Renewable Fuels Association
President Bob Dinneen heard
similar concerns two years ago
when critics questioned how the
industry would produce a previ-
ously mandated 7.5 billion 
gallons by 2012 “and we will do
that by next month.”

It’s not a technological issue,
Dinneen said, but “it’s really a
question of the marketplace and
the economics … and the bill is
clearly empowering the market-
place to resolve those issues.”

Farmers in Iowa, a top
ethanol producer, say the goals
are achievable.

By Ben Travers
THE DAILY IOWAN

Both local and national
experts can only speculate on
the implications of a new
report showing an increase in
the suicide rate of middle-age
Americans.

The study, released Dec. 14
by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention,
found suicides by individuals
between the ages of 45 and 54
rose 19.5 percent between
1999 and 2004 — 18.4 percent
higher than the suicide rate
increase for Americans
between 20 and 29. The over-
all suicide rate rose 4.3 per-
cent in America, from 29,199
suicides to 32,439.

Despite the report’s break-
down of the statistics into age
groups, experts have not
drawn many conclusions.

John Westefeld, a UI profes-
sor of psychological and quan-
titative foundations who has
studied suicidology since the
late 1970s, said the more
research one does in the field,
the more complicated the field
can become.

“When suicide rates shift,
there can be a specific cause,”
he said. “But a lot of the time,
we just don’t know why. When
studies come out, it can be
hard to find the exact cause
because [the field] is so com-
plex.”

The total number of sui-
cides in America has been
fairly static for some time, he

said, but the demographics
have shifted.

“Finding cause is just so
hard in suicidology,” he said.

Finding help is much easi-
er.

The Crisis Center is an
organization partially funded
by the United Way and UI
Student Government that
helps connect struggling indi-
viduals with services in the
area, such as the University
Counseling Service. The Cri-
sis Center provides 24-hour
counseling through its crisis
hotline, as well as walk-in
counseling during business
hours.

Keri Neblett, the crisis-
intervention program director
at the center, said some peo-
ple between the ages of 45
and 54 are trying to raise
their children and take care of
their parents at the same
time, a difficult situation that
might lead to added stress,
though she said she could
only speculate on reasons for
the rate increase.

“There really isn’t an
apparent trend that we see,”
she said.

On a national level, the
American Association of Sui-
cidology is dedicated to under-
standing and preventing sui-
cide. It hosts three annual
conferences and provides var-
ious services to suicide sur-
vivors, such as the directory of
survivor support groups. It
also lists the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline contact
number, 1-800-273-TALK, on
its website.

Lanny Berman, the execu-
tive director at the associa-
tion, said neither he nor his
colleagues had proposed any
explanation for the results of
the report.

“Data shift over time for
reasons we can’t get our
minds around,” he said.

Only a certain amount of
attention can be given to each
demographic at a time, he
said, and recently, most
attention has gone to young
adults.

“The one good thing about
bad, tragic data is that it
could spur more research and
prevention [for older individu-
als],” Berman said.

E-mail DI reporter Ben Travers at:
benjamin-travers@uiowa.edu

By Briana Byrd
THE DAILY IOWAN

Iowa residents may be more
mentally fit than other states,
according to a recent study.

The study, conducted by Men-
tal Health America and Thomson
Healthcare, compared depres-
sion and suicide levels through-
out the country to determine
which states were most- and
least- depressed, and Iowa was
ranked fourth least-depressed.

But despite its high ranking
in low depression rates, Iowa
ranked 24th as least-suicidal.

“While it is interesting to spec-
ulate that the reasons for Iowa
ranking fourth with the lowest
incidence of depression, the fact
that our ranking in suicide com-
pletions places at 24th suggests
that there are unmet mental-
health-care needs rather than
happier people in the state of
Iowa,” wrote Laurie McCormick,
a UI Hospitals and Clinics staff
psychiatrist, in an e-mail.

To determine which states
were most- and least-depressed
and suicidal, researchers looked
at data between 2002 and 2006.
The results will be used to high-
light solutions to mental-health
problems across the United
States, according to Mental
Health America, a nonprofit
organization.

Although mental-health care is
available to Johnson County resi-
dents at such places as the Com-
munity Mental Health Center or
the UI psychiatry department,
McCormick said, the problem is
that the services aren’t evenly dis-
tributed throughout the region.

“There was a large difference
between those reporting signifi-
cant emotional distress and
those actually being diagnosed
with depression,” she wrote in
an e-mail. “This may be due to
the fact that there are a dispro-
portionate number of psychia-
trists practicing in bigger cities
and especially here at the uni-
versity, leaving gaps of coverage
throughout the more rural
parts of the state.”

Even if Iowa has better men-
tal health compared with the
rest of the country, determining
what degree is difficult, because
of socioeconomic, cultural, or
genetic factors that might be
involved, wrote Douglas Lang-
behn, a UI associate professor of
psychiatry, in an e-mail.

“I think we lack real data, but I
have had an impression over the
years, that Midwesterners tend
to be a little more reluctant to
discuss or admit to mental-
health symptoms,”he wrote.“The
alternative explanation is that
mental health really does tend to
be a little better throughout the
Midwest. I don’t think anyone
knows the extent to which each
of these explanations is true.”

Depression can be caused by
a combination of factors includ-
ing biochemical, environmental,
and psychological, according to
the National Institute of Mental
Health.

Some feel that the state’s
small population size sepa-
rates Iowa from other states
when it comes to depression
rates.

“I would say that I agree with
[the study],” said UI senior
Lindsay Hendricks. “Overall,
Iowa is a friendly state that
seems as though it has a lot of
closely knit communities, rather
than bigger cities, which may be
more densely populated.”

Lack of access to mental-
health-care services prevents
many who need depression
treatment from getting help,
McCormick said.

“There are several groups
that are working throughout
the state to improve access to
mental-health care and lobby
for better mental-health parity,
which will lead to reduced sui-
cide rates through better identi-
fication and treatment of
depression for Iowans,” she
wrote in an e-mail.

E-mail DI reporter Briana Byrd at:
briana-byrd@uiowa.edu

Top 10 least-
depressed states
1. South Dakota
2. Hawaii
3. New Jersey
4. Iowa
5. Maryland
6. Minnesota
7. Louisiana 
8. Illinois
9. North Dakota
10. Texas

Source: Mental Health America

Smile, Iowa!
Watch Daily Iowan Television,
dailyiowan.com, to learn 
more about a recent study 
that showed Iowa is the fourth
least-depressed state.

Dirk Lammers/Associated Press
A combine hitched with a Cob Caddy gathers corn and cobs while
blowing stover back into the field on a farm near Hurley, S.D., on
Oct. 30. The equipment was being tested by Poet as part of the
company’s effort to make cellulosic ethanol out of corn cobs.

Challenges ahead for biofuels

Suicide spike
puzzles experts

Experts are at 
a loss why the
suicide rate for

middle-age 
people has
increased.

‘The one good thing about bad, tragic data is that it could 
spur more research and prevention [for older individuals].’

— Lanny Berman, executive director of the 
American Association of Suicidology

Iowa not so depressing,
new study concludes

Iowa is the fourth least-depressed state in 
the country, according to a recent study.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Senate voted Tuesday to pro-
vide $70 billion for U.S. mili-
tary efforts in Iraq and
Afghanistan, handing a victory
to President Bush and his GOP
allies on Capitol Hill.

The 70-25 roll call paved the
way for the Senate to pass a
$555 billion omnibus appropri-
ations bill combining the war
funding with the budgets for 14
Cabinet agencies.

Bush was ready to sign the
bill, assuming the war funding
clears the House today. Democ-
rats again failed to win votes to
force removal of U.S. troops or
set a nonbinding target to
remove most troops by the end
of next year.

“Even those of us who have
disagreed on this war have
always agreed on one thing:
Troops in the field will not be
left without the resources they
need,” said Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.

Twenty-one Democrats and
Connecticut independent Joe
Lieberman — who stood with
Republicans at a post-vote
news conference — voted
with every Republican pres-
ent except Gordon Smith of
Oregon to approve the Iraq
funding.

The year-end budget deal
between the Democratic-con-
trolled Congress and Bush
ended months of battling and
disappointed GOP purists who
complained the bill spends too
much money and contains
approximately 9,000 pet proj-
ects sought by members of
Congress.

Turkish army sends
soldiers into northern
Iraq

KIRKUK, Iraq (AP) — The
Turkish army sent soldiers approx-
imately 1.5 miles into northern Iraq
in an overnight operation on
Tuesday, Kurdish officials said. A
Turkish official said the troops were
still in Iraq by midmorning.

Meanwhile, Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice made an unan-
nounced visit to Kirkuk, the hub of
Iraq’s northern oil fields.

The troops crossed into an area
near the border with Iran, about 75
miles north of the city of Irbil, said
Jabar Yawar, a spokesman for
Kurdistan’s Peshmerga security
forces.

Around 300 Turkish troops
crossed the border at 3 a.m., said
Jamal Abdullah, a spokesman for
the regional Kurdistan government.
He said the region was a deserted
mountainous frontier area.

A Turkish government official,
speaking in Ankara on the condi-
tion of anonymity because he was
not authorized to speak to the
media, confirmed that around 300
Turkish soldiers penetrated into
northern Iraq.

Rice points to political
gains in Kirkuk

BAGHDAD (AP) — Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice made an
unannounced visit Tuesday to Kirkuk
in the oil-rich Kurdish region, where
the U.S. administration has been

emphasizing what it sees as new
signs of cooperation and progress,
and then flew to the Iraqi capital for
meetings with national leaders.

At Rice’s first stop in Kirkuk, she
met with members of a civilian-mil-
itary reconstruction unit based in
Kirkuk and with about two-dozen
provincial politicians of all stripes.

“It is an important province for
the future of Iraq, for a democratic
Iraq, an Iraq that can be for all peo-
ple,” she said at the start of the
meeting with the provincial leaders.

Sunni Arabs ended a yearlong
political boycott earlier this month
in Kirkuk under a deal that sets
aside government posts for Arabs.
It was the biggest step yet toward
unity ahead of a referendum on the
area’s future.

Rice was highlighting that
development, although a separate
ethnic group is still boycotting the
provincial governing council, and
the new role of the United Nations
in resolving the future of disputed
Kirkuk.

Ailing Castro says he
doesn’t intend to
cling to power

HAVANA (AP) — Ailing leader
Fidel Castro says he doesn’t intend
to cling to power forever, saying in
a letter read on state television that
he does not want to stand in the
way of a younger generation.

The 81-year-old Castro has not
been seen in public since he tem-
porarily ceded his powers to his
younger brother Raul 16 months
ago after undergoing emergency
intestinal surgery. He has not said
when he will permanently step aside.

“My elemental duty is not to
cling to positions or even less to
obstruct the path of younger peo-
ple, but to share experiences and
ideas whose modest worth comes
from the exceptional era in which I
lived,” Castro wrote in the final
paragraph of a lengthy letter
Monday discussing the Bali sum-
mit on global warming.

Castro’s thoughts about power
and making way for younger lead-
ers were similar to past comments.

Castro officially remains the
president of Cuba’s Council of
State, making him the country’s
head of government. Several times
a week he pens essays, many of
them on international issues that
are carried on state media.

Third report sees
budget deficits,
spending cuts for
states

For the third time in a month, an
analysis of state finances is warn-
ing that budget deficits and spend-
ing cuts are on the way.

Thirteen states say they could
face shortfalls for the fiscal year
that begins July 1 in most states,
including large states like California
and New York.

The deficits could reach a total of
$23 billion, according to an analy-
sis by the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities released Tuesday.

The report says another 11
states expect problems with their
budgets over the next two years,
suggesting a return to the bleak
economic outlook states faced at
the beginning of the decade.

“We’re really teetering on the
edge,” said Iris Lav, the center’s
deputy director. “With the deficits
this large already before there’s
actual evidence we’re in a reces-
sion, that seems quite serious.”

Striking Hollywood
writers reject Oscar,
Globes request

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Two of
Hollywood’s most glamorous
events are now caught up in the
entertainment industry’s ugliest
labor dispute in two decades.

The Writers Guild of America,
West, will not allow its members to
write for the Golden Globes on Jan. 13
nor the Academy Awards on Feb. 24.

The group’s board of directors
decided not to give the academy
an interim agreement for writing
services, a person close to the
guild said Monday, speaking on
condition of anonymity because
the person was not authorized to
comment. The person declined to
say when the decision had been
made.

The guild’s decision raised the
temperature in the already heated
contract dispute between writers
and studios. Talks aimed at end-
ing the costly strike, now in its
seventh week, broke down Dec. 7
in a flurry of insults that has yet to
cease.

After talks ended, the alliance
claimed guild leaders were trying to
increase their power at the expense
of members. Union leaders
accused the alliance of “lies” aimed
at sowing doubt and dissension in
union ranks.

Week after ice storm,
tens of thousands
still cold, in the dark

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) —
Rebeca Rascon bundled up her two
children against a brisk wind as she
arrived to report power at her south
Oklahoma City home was still off
more than a week after an ice storm
battered the state.

Although Rascon spoke little
English, her 7-year-old son, Josue
Velasquez, described the house
Monday as “very cold.”

“We’ve got eight days without
lights,” the boy said while his moth-
er zipped up his jacket. “We just sit
on the couch and wait for the lights
to come on.”

More than 91,000 homes and
businesses remained without power
early Tuesday. Overnight tempera-
tures in the state in the past week
have dipped into the teens.

Residents struggling to get by
have a new problem to rival dwin-
dling temperatures: dwindling bank
accounts. Many have depleted their
money on food that has now
spoiled or on hotels.

Danielle P. Richards, The Record/Associated Press
Death-row inmate John Martini (center) looks on during a competency hearing in Hackensack, N.J.,
on Feb. 13, 1996. Martini was among the eight men on New Jersey’s death row until Gov. Jon Corzine
on Sunday night commuted their sentences to life in prison without parole to try to ensure they 
cannot win an appeal and gain release with the elimination of the death penalty.

By Olivia Moran
THE DAILY IOWAN

Iowa City Mayor Ross
Wilburn will now officially
retire as the executive director
of the Crisis Center and become
the Iowa City School District’s
new equity director.

The Iowa City School Board
approved Wilburn for the posi-
tion at Tuesday’s meeting; he
will officially
begin on Jan.
21.

“Many of us
feel Mr.
Wilburn will
bring a fresh
perspective to
our district,”
Iowa City Edu-
cation Associa-
tion President
J.P. Claussen
said.

The position opened in Octo-
ber when previous equity direc-
tor Marian Coleman went on
leave. Superintendent Lane
Plugge recommended Wilburn
in an e-mail sent to district staff
members last week.

The superintendent said the
responsibilities of the equity
director include dealing with
staff training, joining the equity
committee, and hearing com-
plaints about harassment or
bullying, among others.

Wilburn detailed more of his
duties, which include compli-
ance with civil rights and pro-
fessional development.

Unlike his position at the Cri-
sis Center, he said, working for
the district will provide a more
“contained schedule.”

“It’s less likely as part of the
administrative team for the dis-
trict that I’m gonna get a call at

11 o’clock that someone couldn’t
show up for a volunteer shift,”
he said, although admitting
work as equity director will not
be easy.

In other business Tuesday
night, the School Board contin-
ued a discussion on school safe-
ty; the board has previously
addressed the issue of hiring
security officers for the district’s
high schools.

Associate Superintendent
Jim Behle said administra-
tors will officially initiate a
fairly long process of investi-
gating the use of officers.
Plugge, who will take part in
the final steps of the investi-
gation, said he expects to have
a final recommendation by
spring.

Behle said the district has
also taken steps to modify the
physical-altercation notification
process. From now on, he said,
actual fights will be separated
from physical altercations —
such as spitting and shoving —
in district statistics.

In the first trimester of the
current school year, West High
and City High suspended a
combined total of 39 students
for fighting.

“We were seeing changes in
both high schools that are unac-
ceptable,” Behle said.

E-mail DI reporter Olivia Moran at:
olivia-moran@uiowa.edu

By Shawn Gude
THE DAILY IOWAN

After receiving recommenda-
tions from a report on the down-
town economic market, the
Iowa City economic-develop-
ment committee discussed ways
to implement the suggestions
on Tuesday morning.

The main thing, the members
all agreed, was to coax the pri-
vate sector to participate in
implementation efforts.

“I don’t think we can get this
off the ground without the pri-
vate sector,” committee member
and City Councilor Connie
Champion said.

Jeff Davidson — the city’s
director of planning and devel-
opment — said that although
some businesses are wary of any
governmental interference, they
shouldn’t be. Just look at how
much the city has aided in the
revitalization of the downtown
since the 1970s, he asserted.

The study,which Davidson pre-
sented, demonstrated that the
current downtown has a strong
foundation. Still, the analysis
maintains several things need to
be done: “create and stick to a set
of principles, influence the busi-
ness mix,” and market toward
and target desired businesses.

Creating a vibrant downtown
economy, in turn, attracts more
businesses to the area, commit-
tee member and outgoing City
Councilor Bob Elliott said.

“When [potential businesses]
see there’s a viable downtown
… that’s a plus,” he said.

When Iowa City’s Downtown
Association, businesses, and the
city come together, another 

specific to talk about is the pos-
sibility of a downtown manager.

Davidson said he will begin
employing a “dual strategy”: meet-
ing with local business leaders
both individually and collectively,
depending on her or his preference.

The committee also approved
loans to two businesses and
funding for the UI Small Busi-
ness Development Center.

The Wedge Pizzeria was
approved for a $5,000 loan that
will aid in its expansion.

The committee also approved
a $15,000 start-up loan for a
new craft store called Home Ec.
Workshop.

The loans are meant to sup-
plement additional money from
banks.

The City Council will decide
whether to complete the loans
and funding in mid-January.

Bob Elliott was also honored
at the meeting, its being his
final City Council-related event.

“Now, we can go back to 7:30
meetings [instead of 8:30 meet-
ings], because Bob won’t be here
to complain about it,” panel
member and City Councilor
Regenia Bailey joked.

E-mail DI reporter Shawn Gude at:
shawn-gude@uiowa.edu

Eyeing future
of downtown

Iowa City’s economic-development 
committee discusses the downtown 

economic market at its Tuesday meeting.

Elliott
city councilor

Champion
city councilor

Senate OKs Iraq, Afghan fundsWilburn
hired

The Iowa City School District 
welcomes a new staff member at
Tuesday’s School Board meeting.

Wilburn
new equity 
director

‘Many of us feel Mr.
Wilburn will bring a fresh
perspective to our district.’ 
— J.P. Claussen, president 
of the Iowa City Education

Association 

 



Has it been as bloody — or more
accurately, pissy, and spiteful — as I
predicted? Well, no.

This is a truly lamentable slate of
candidates that the Grand Old Party
is running for president. They’re the
Bad News Bears at the beginning of
the movie, and long may they stay
that way.

Oh, Mitt, we hardly knew ye.
Already, you’re reeling under the
Chuck Norris-schooled blows of Mike
Huckabee, and your recent com-
ments are more petulant than Paris
Hilton in handcuffs. Whining about
Huckabee
besmirching
your religion?
For shame,
Mitt. For
awhile there,
you looked like
the only sensi-
ble Republican
candidate.
While I’m firm-
ly convinced
that you’ve
never been
firmly convinced of anything in your
life, I always thought of you as tabu-
la rasa rather than crusading
Christian zealot. Compared with the
rest of these clowns, your lack of con-
victions is almost refreshing. If this
keeps happening, I’ll take away your
product and smear it on 20 or 30
messy-haired orphans.

And Mike! How thou art translat-
ed! From zero to hero! From Colmes
to Hannity! But you’re still sort of a
puzzle. You seem amiable, gregari-
ous, and intelligent. You play the
bass, which is, of course, a noble and
worthy instrument to play. You even
say interesting things about poverty
and occasionally bash President
Bush. It really is a shame that, deep
down, you’re just the same kind of
conniving holy man ready to take a
battering ram to the wall between
church and state.

What about that snotty crack you
made when somebody asked you
about Jesus in the modern day? Did
you say “wow, what a fascinating
question! As a Christian politician,
I’ve thought about that for years and
I think …” Not even close.

No, you said that you didn’t think
Jesus would be dumb enough to run
for public office. I hope, for your
sake, that the Christians you’ve
courted so skillfully are too stupid to
realize how smug and insulting that
was.

And then there’s Rudy. Rudy’s a
tyrannical half-wit who thinks he
saved Christmas from the Al-Grinch
after 9/11 and has no visible appeal
to most of the Republican base out-
side of his bloodthirsty foreign-policy
rhetoric. You see, the holy brigade
doesn’t trust him because he’s from
that Sodom on the Hudson called
New York and he doesn’t seem to
abide by any scripture they’ve ever
read about having lots of wives. (Oh,
wait …)

He even breaks off major address-
es just to take his latest spouse’s
phone calls, which I would like to see
him do in a Cabinet meeting. “Sorry
guys, I’ve got to take this. Half a
kiloton doesn’t sound that bad.”

And so, onward into the minor
candidates.

Or Tom Tancredo? The word
“paleo-conservative” comes to mind.
It may not be the exact definition
used by political scientists, but to
me, it strongly evokes the bedrock,
brontosaurus-grilling ethos of small-
minded xenophobes stretching back
to prehistory.

I’ll be the first to admit that I
don’t have a solution to the problems
that illegal immigration has caused
in this country. But I’m relatively
certain that, throughout history, the
people with the sensible ideas didn’t
sound like Tom Tancredo. I’m pretty
sure Marcus Aurelius didn’t even
talk that way about the Germanic
tribes, and they actually invaded.
We’ve just got job-seekers. (The
“paleo” part is rubbing off on me.
Apologies for historical digression.)

Oh, Ron Paul. You — and your
worryingly hyperbolic supporters —
have talked such a good game. I
really enjoy your revolution-theme
fundraisers. Let’s see, you’ve done
Guy Fawkes Day, and the Boston
Tea Party, so what about Dien Bien
Phu next time? Or maybe the
English Civil War?

And the rest. John McCain is
aged, respectable, and — let’s face
it — not very exciting. I think Fred
Thompson has retreated to the
comforting world of “Law and
Order.” Duncan Hunter makes me
think of brownies, which says
something about his campaigning
skills.

Like I said, it’s not a very inspir-
ing sight for the G.O.P. this time
around.
DI Opinions Editor Jonathan Gold was planning on using

more “Gilligan’s Island” jokes than that. E-mail him at:
jonathan-gold@uiowa.edu.
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Paris Hilton”

On the Spot

“

Alissa Wanless
UI sophomore

What was your favorite celebrity mug shot?
Britney Spears”“

Tracey Mitchell
UI sophomore 

Bill Gates“

Cody McClelland
UI sophomore

Gary Busey”“

Jeff O’Hara
UI junior
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Editorial

”

Sherry Christoffer, as highlighted in our Metro story today, has diffi-
culties in life. The kindness of others has helped alleviate those difficul-
ties, through money donated for a service dog. And her own hard work
and determination have also helped her with her struggles, through
reading up on the law and petitioning the Iowa City City Council for
Sunday bus service.

Christoffer was separated from her seizure-response dog during a trip
to the emergency room, and as a result the dog forgot its training. She
filed suit, and in response the Johnson County Ambulance Service added
animal restraints inside the ambulance. She and her dog are regulars at
the Iowa City Public Library, even reading to children about the impor-
tance of service dogs. Impediments for those with disabilities are being
eliminated not just in Iowa City but across the country. Public buildings
are built with ramps and door access panels, shopping malls and restau-
rants are welcoming the canine helpers. Christoffer’s legal efforts might
display the need for a gentle shove once in awhile, but the results of
advancement are evident.

Unfortunately there is a more critical aid needed in ensuring equal
access to all. Beyond policy and procedure, more important than building
infrastructure and wheelchair-loading lifts, compassion is paramount,
understanding is key. Teaching your children not to stare and point can

go just as far as constructing proper access to a restaurant. The legal
aspects of inclusion and acceptance will catch up long before society’s
indifference evaporates.

Christoffer contends that, in the past, bus drivers have asked for proof
of disability, and that she has been flat out turned away. Iowa City
Transit Manager Ron Logsden says that no person has ever been turned
down at the bus stop, and he also notes that it is illegal for the drivers to
ask for proof of disability. He says the transit system’s policy is simply
asking anyone with a dog what the dog is needed for, then allowing that
person to ride. Logsden isn’t without that critical compassion — very few
of us are. The issue lies more with how we effect that understanding and
relay our sensibilities. Practice over policy, this powerful responsibility
lies in each of us as individuals, not in a city edict or state law. We each
have that power, and so we should use it.

There are many Hollywoodesque stories similar to Christoffer’s of per-
severance through the muck of red tape and regulation to triumph for
the good of the many. Heartwarming as they are, we’d be better off if
there were fewer of those stories to tell, if there was less exclusion and
hardship being experienced. Hardship should not be a word we use when
describing a person’s efforts to simply get through a normal day.

Commentary

Guess who gets to pay for Alternative Minimum Tax patch.
Alan Greenspan, the former chairman of the Federal Reserve board, isn’t

given to one-word, declarative answers. So Greenspan’s reply to a question
Sunday from ABC’s George Stephanopoulos is worth noting — and, for that
matter, worth heeding, though the chances of that are unfortunately infini-
tesimal. The subject was taxes, and Greenspan was making the point, as
ignored as it is obvious, that in the current budgetary environment, any tax
cuts should be paid for with offsetting tax increases or spending cuts.

Stephanopoulos asked whether the Greenspan admonition applied to
Congress’s imminent plan to spend $50 billion to “patch” the alternative min-
imum tax for an additional year.

Stephanopoulos: “So when the Congress this week … fixes this patch in the
alternative minimum tax … and doesn’t pay for the increase in the deficit,
that is something you’re against?”

Greenspan: “Yes.”
Congressional Democrats have tried, repeatedly, to fix the minimum tax

Greenspan’s way. They proposed paying the cost by closing the “carried inter-
est” loophole that lets private equity and hedge fund managers pay lower
capital-gains rates on their earnings. Republicans wouldn’t accept that. Now,
House Democrats have offered to cover the cost in part by cracking down on
hedge-fund managers who shelter their income offshore to avoid taxes. That,
too, lacks the necessary 60 votes in the Senate, and, by week’s end, lawmak-
ers will have applied another costly, unpaid-for patch.

Republicans have made such a fetish of avoiding tax increases, no matter
whose taxes are being increased, no matter for what purpose, that they have
lost all sight of the kind of fiscal discipline that Greenspan urges.

“The administration is extremely disappointed that the House of
Representatives continues to demand large tax increases as the price for pro-
tecting 25 million taxpayers from an unintended, unexpected, and unwel-
come tax increase averaging $2,000,” the White House said in its policy state-
ment opposing the latest House proposal.

Large tax increases? Unexpected? In 2001, the administration was happy
to count on money from the minimum tax to mask the true cost of its unaf-
fordable tax cuts; even then, the price would have been too high for lawmak-
ers to swallow without including the revenue. Now, seeking to shield taxpay-
ers from that entirely anticipated hit, the administration has the gall to
accuse Democrats who simply want to avoid adding to the debt of wanting
“large tax increases.”

For their part, Democrats are so scared of being blamed for letting the min-
imum tax hit millions of taxpayers that they’re unwilling to stand up against
this irresponsible intransigence. So a group of relatively well-off taxpayers
will avoid a tax hike that everyone understood was coming when they
received a tax cut six years ago.

And their grandchildren can foot the bill.
This editorial appeared in Tuesday’s Washington Post.

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

JONATHAN GOLD

WHEN YOUR VISION SPLITS INTO SEPARATE PLANES …
… that means you’ve been studying too hard. E-mail us at:

Read more from the Opinions staff at
diopinions.blogspot.com
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BLOG TEASE
do you have love? 
After taking some time for

myself to work through the five
stages of grief, I am now ready to
talk openly about last night’s “I
Love New York 2” season finale.

If you know anything about me,
you’ll know that the results of last
night’s show were no less than
emotionally devastating to me,
given my intense connection to my
girl, Tiffany “New York” Pollard. I
watched her get her heart broken
twice by a man mostly known for
wearing giant clocks around his
neck. All I wanted for her was the
best. Season one obviously didn’t
cut it, so I was fully on board with a
season two. Thus, I have been tak-
ing the journey with New York ever
since the beginning, with a lot of
screaming at my TV along the way.

Read the rest of DI reporter 
Anna Wiegenstein’s “I Love

New York 2” recap at 
dailyiowanarts.blogspot.com.

By Claire Lekwa
THE DAILY IOWAN

When Kymberly VanSteen needed to
join another student organization for her
sorority, the education major immediate-
ly knew she wanted to join a book club.
But after discovering there weren’t any
at the UI, she decided to start her own.
She didn’t realize it would be the first
university-sponsored book club in at
least 20 years.

“I was shocked beyond belief,” the UI
sophomore said.

VanSteen was not alone in her interest.
The first meeting of the Book of the Month
Club on Dec. 4 attracted 38 students,
many of whom she did not know. She also
received 102 e-mail responses after send-
ing out a mass university e-mail.

“[I started it] kind of on a whim, and it
turned into a big thing,” she said.

During the first meeting, people nomi-
nated books correlating with this
month’s genre, classics. The group select-
ed The Pearl, by John Steinbeck, a short
parable that tells the story of a Mexican
pearl fisher who discovers a rare, valu-
able pearl, which turns out to only bring
him misfortune and greed. The group
members will read the book individually
over winter break and discuss in groups
of 10-15 at the next meeting, Jan. 29. The
two other front-running books were
Pride and Prejudice, by Jane Austen, and
Things Fall Apart, by Chinua Achebe.

Every month, a new book will corre-
spond with a specific theme; February is
romance, March is nonfiction or 
biography, and April/May is fantasy,
VanSteen’s personal favorite.

Her passion for reading started when
she was young. As a little girl, she said,
she would continue to read after her par-
ents declared lights out at night, sneak-
ing away to the bathroom or sitting by
the night-light in the hall.

“I got in trouble for reading a lot when
I was a kid,” she said. “I’d always say,
‘Just one more page.’ ”

VanSteen continues to read in her
spare time, despite the load of studying
that has come with college. As she did
when she was young, she usually reads
before going to bed. She’ll also carry a
book with her throughout the day to pull
out during bus rides and other breaks.

“I think people have time to do a lot
more things than they do,” she said. “I
just read instead of Facebook.”

Also an avid reader, senior English
major Sean McCarthy joined the club to
find people to discuss books with.

“Not many of my friends are English
majors or read a lot,” he said. “I have to

[read]. I have to get away from strict
academics.”

Anne Fessler, a graduate student in
speech pathology, saw the club as an
opportunity to move outside her usual
reading of choice: the romance novel.

“I wanted to expand my horizons,” she
said. “I’m reading genres I’ve never read
before.”

For VanSteen, the importance of read-
ing comes from a desire to keep her mind
active.

“[When I’m not reading], I’m missing
that part that spurs my imagination.”

E-mail DI reporter Claire Lekwa at:
claire-lekwa@uiowa.edu
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Arts&Culture
DI Recommends
While we’re all devastated about the seemingly endless
Writers Guild Strike, the DI recommends checking out the
writers’ websites. Staffs from “The Late Show with David
Letterman” and “The Daily Show” have set up websites full of
original material to tide us over until the strike is resolved and
TV is good again. Visit dailyiowanarts.blogspot.com for links
to more hilarious content.

1. Cello Suite II in D minor, by
Edgar Meyer
This album gets listened to the
most, but I’m yet to tire of it. It eas-
ily fades into the background when
I’m studying because its so familiar.
2. “Sound of Failure,” by the
Flaming Lips
The title itself doesn’t exactly
encourage me when studying; how-
ever, it’s the type of song I switch to
if I’m getting tired.
3. “Atoms for Peace,” by Thom
Yorke
So this makes my head bop a little
more than Edgar Meyer does, but
Yorke’s a bit out of my range, mak-
ing it difficult to sing along to and
therefore easier to study to.
4. “Pretty Things,” by Rufus
Wainwright
He always finds his way on to my
playlists. 
5. “Why Does My Heart Feel So
Bad?” by Moby
Bringing it back to the songs with
minimal lyrics … and back to 1999.
It fades into the background and is
easy to study to.

PLAY
LIST

Double-bass player in
the All University 
String Orchestra

Need a book to read
while you bask in the
glory of having no
classes? 
The Book of the
Month Club will
read John
Steinbeck’s The
Pearl over break
and discuss it at
the next meet-
ing, Jan. 29,
2008. The group
will meet at 7
p.m. in 348 IMU.

Making books come alive
It’s been decades since there was a 

student book club at the UI, but now 
the Book of the Month Club gives students 
a chance to share their reading as a group.

By Ann Colwell
THE DAILY IOWAN

How to build a band 101:
Make haste, find a missing piece
of the puzzle, and give it an extra
dose of passion. The jazz-infused
hip-hop band Uniphonics fol-
lowed that formula here in Iowa
City.

“The Iowa City music scene is
blossoming right now,” said per-
cussionist Forrest Heusinkveld.
“There’s really a renaissance
going on. We noticed that one
thing missing was something
influenced by hip-hop rapping —
that was the last final frontier.We
all have an appreciation for the
complex harmonies of jazz and
the rhythms associated with it, so
it was the natural way to go.”

Enter Uniphonics, five guys
with a lot of jazz-theory back-
ground, one of whom lays the
phat beats. The band members
will bring their jazz-lifted hip-
hop to the Mill, 120 E. Burlington

St., Thursday at 9 p.m. The show
is also a homecoming party for
Mikey the Miraculous Sidecar
and DJ Jose.

A lot of college bands find it
difficult to coordinate schedules
with school and work commit-
ments, but things seemed to fall
in place for the Uniphonics guys.
They were inspired to launch
themselves into the scene when
they heard there was a Battle of
the Bands at the end of May.

“That gave us a month to
write an hour’s worth of mate-
rial,” Heusinkveld said. “The
winners would get into Camp
Euforia, so we practiced pretty
hard and wrote decent materi-
al, and we won.”

Camp Euphoria is a two-day
camping and music festival held
by Euforquestra, another local
band. Despite the early competi-
tion, Uniphonics has felt nothing
but support from its peers.

“Unlike many other communi-
ties, the bands of Iowa City

aren’t pulling each other down,”
Heusinkveld said. “They’re not
critiquing each other in a nega-
tive light. They all play together.
It makes the music in Iowa City
better as a whole.”

Those bands may all play
together at weekly jam sessions,
but like all bands, Uniphonics had
to have something to set it apart.It
found that extra spice in 28-year-
old MC Animosity,Derek Thorn.

“We try to have a jazz
approach toward our music,” he
said. “For the most part, the
lyrics are the only thing that
make it hip-hop. And my music
is a lot different than main-
stream hip-hop you’ll hear. I like
to be the least-common denomi-
nator, and I keep my lyrics to a
limited amount of profanity so
they’re not provocative.”

So it had a way in, a successful
start, and the right amount of

interest from each member. The
next step for a lot of bands is a
philosophy – some groups are
social, others go political, but the
Uniphonics members say they
take a stance on neither.

“Regardless of how everyone
feels about the war in Iraq and
Afghanistan, two of the guys in
our group are in the military,”
Heusinkveld said. Tenor-sax play-
er Ben Pierce and bassist Ryan
Casteel are both involved in the
U.S. armed services. “We are all
about supporting the troops
[despite] our personal views.We’re
happy to have that background in
our group, but we have no agenda
to push on people.We just want to
make our music enjoyable for our-
selves and others.”

E-mail DI reporter Ann Colwell at:
ann-colwell@uiowa.edu

Hip-hop-lifted jazz in Iowa City

Anne
Lingwall

Something lay amiss in the Iowa City music scene — and Uniphonics took the plunge to mend that hole.

Robin Svec/The Daily Iowan
UI sophomore Kymberly VanSteen reads John Steinbeck’s The Pearl, the UI Book of the
Month Club’s first choice, on Tuesday in her sorority house. VanSteen helped to create
the club after discovering no such group existed at the UI.
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GIVE A LISTEN
Uniphonics

Featured tracks:
• “Animos Is Hot”

• “So I Say”
• “Iowa City”

If you like it:
Uniphonics, with Mikey the

Miraculous Sidecar and DJ Jose,
Thursday, 9 p.m., Mill, 120 E.

Burlington, $5.



largest group of UI students
travels to Western Europe. At
the national level, the region
hosts 57 percent of all American
students abroad, according to
the Institute of International
Education.

Over the past year, the euro
has increased around 12 per-
cent in value against the dollar.
In the same year, the U.S. cur-
rency has plummeted 5 percent
against the pound, 7 percent
against the yen, and 16 percent
against the Canadian dollar.

For UI senior Jennifer Lick-
teig, who studied in Switzerland
this past fall, withdrawing
euros from her bank account
was painful.

“It was frustrating, especially
when I was traveling in Europe
and Germany,” she said.

Despite the dollar’s recent
deterioration and the rising
costs of study abroad all across
the nation, record numbers of
students are packing their trav-
el bags and getting their pass-
ports stamped.

“If anything has surprised us,
it’s how little the decline of the

dollar has affected interest in
studying abroad,” Perkins said,
noting that her office has seen
700 additional students express
interest in studying abroad
since fall 2006.

The number of UI students
who study abroad continues to
increase each year, she said.

In a similar pattern, the num-
ber of American students
receiving academic credit for
study abroad has increased
almost 150 percent over the last
decade — from 90,000 in 1995
to 223,534 students in 2005 —
according to the Open Doors
report, published by the Insti-
tute of International Education.

In recent years, students
have been traveling to more

non-European destinations,
said Maureen Shelburn, the
director of university relations
of Cultural Experiences Abroad,
a national for-profit provider of
study-abroad programs.

“I suspect that because they
may not be able to get as much
for their dollars as they would
have a year ago, they’re becom-
ing more conscious of how far
their dollars will travel,” she
said.

UI junior Ryan Merz, who
spent last summer in Oaxaca,
Mexico, said his dollars
stretched significantly and
helped him save money for his
trip to Argentina this spring.

“My dollar was amazing
down there,” Merz said. “I could
go to a fancy restaurant and get
a four-course meal for $5.”

Travel south of the United
States and to Asian countries
has seen a dramatic increase
over the last few years at the
UI, Perkins said, although that
might have more to do with
increasing interest than with
cost.

E-mail DI reporter Shajia Ahmad at: 
shajia-ahmad@uiowa.edu
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“I don’t think it’s surprising
when you look at the hard line
on illegal immigration that
many Republicans have
taken,” UI political-science
Visiting Professor Peverill
Squire said. “It’s not a question
of whether [Latinos’ percep-
tion is] justified or not. They
have taken positions that
many Latinos are uncomfort-
able with, and this is the
downside.”

And that downside is a piv-
otal one that’s going to hurt
the GOP for years, he said.

“It’s an increasingly impor-
tant demographic, especially
in some cities,” he said about
the minority group, which is
both the largest and fastest
growing in the country.

The only solution Squire
sees to falling support is the
GOP stressing social conser-
vatism to Latinos. According to
the Pew Hispanic Center, 68
percent of Latinos are
Catholic, a religion that is
anti-abortion, anti-birth con-
trol, and pro-marriage.

The difference in party posi-
tions has been highlighted
with the sometimes-extreme
anti-illegal immigration rheto-
ric by some Republican presi-
dential-nomination candi-
dates, which some have labeled
as nativist and bigoted.

At the Nov. 28 CNN/YouTube
Republican Debate, Rep. Tom
Tancredo, R-Colo., even said he
was happy the other candi-
dates were attempting to “out-
Tancredo” him. The comment
from Tancredo — who’s been
one of the most vocal candi-
dates against illegal immigra-

tion — was an acknowledg-
ment of the rightward push
many Republicans in the race
have made on the issue.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.,
favors a compassionate solu-
tion over negative rhetoric,
McCain’s Iowa campaign direc-
tor, Jon Seaton, said. Many
observers say McCain, who is
in single digits in one poll in
Iowa, has suffered because of
his more moderate position.

The shift didn’t surprise UI
College Republicans President
Greg Baker, though.

“To win the primaries, you
have to win the base,” he said.
“Democrats sound a lot more
liberal than they typically do,
and the Republicans sound
more conservative … Once the
nomination is [set], you have
this big run to the center.”

Baker expects that after the

primary is over, the immigra-
tion issue will die down, and
other issues will take com-
mand, including the Iraq war
and the economy.

But the head of Tancredo’s
Iowa campaign, Bill Salier,
doesn’t want the debate to die
down. Backing a candidate
who has stated that undocu-
mented immigration “under-
mines our culture,” Salier
takes an understandably hard
stance on illegal immigration.

So hard, in fact, that it does-
n’t bother him if the Republi-
cans lose the Latino vote in
future elections.

“Anybody who plays that
game of party politics, within
my party or not, should be
absolutely ashamed of him-
self,” Salier said.

E-mail DI reporter Shawn Gude at:
shawn-gude@uiowa.edu

LATINO 
CONTINUED FROM 1A

Latinos back Dems
News dailyiowan.com for more news

Study Abroad
UI undergraduates studied
abroad in 51 different 
countries during 2005-06:
• 57 percent —Western Europe
• 13 percent — Latin America
• 11 percent — Asia 
• 8 percent — Oceania
(Australia & New Zealand)
• 11 percent — all other
regions combined

Source: UI Office for Study Abroad

DOLLAR WOES MAY
TOUCH STUDY ABROAD

STUDY ABROAD 
CONTINUED FROM 1A

The theater and English
major said she has loved every-
thing Iowa City has to offer —
the people, the music, the the-
ater, the football games, the
campus, the Java House.

In fact, she met her fiancé,
Dan Walsh, at the Java House
downtown in November 2006,
and he proposed a year later.

Abba, who is going to be a
bridesmaid in the June 1 wed-
ding, said the two are “kind of
perfect for each other.”

Ekberg said they set the
wedding date soon, because
they wanted to tie the knot
before she started training to
teach in Las Vegas.

She had to send in an appli-
cation, write essays, have a
phone interview, and then go
through a whole day of activi-
ties to be chosen for the com-
petitive job opportunity.

“She was born to be a
teacher,” Abba said.

Teach for America allows
graduates of all majors to
teach underprivileged kids
across the country. The 17-
year-old program also provides
a salary and benefits.

Ekberg said that she looked
into the education program at
the UI but felt she was more
passionate about English and
theater.

She also wanted to teach at
inner-city schools and thought
that receiving a degree from

the UI would confine her to
more rural job opportunities.

But she has learned many
important lessons in her three
and a half years at the univer-
sity. The self-described perfec-
tionist said the UI has taught
her to relax.

She recalled a chemistry
final her freshman year when
she finished working out all
the problems only to find out
there were only 45 seconds left
to finish. Ekberg flunked the
test but managed to pass the
class.

“It’s not about the GPA or
what your résumé looks like,”
she said. “I knew all the mate-
rial.”

E-mail DI reporter Kayla Kelley at:
kayla-kelley@uiowa.edu

SENIOR 
CONTINUED FROM 1A

Senior gets early Yule present

Natalia Salazar/The Daily Iowan
Gabriela Rivera, a multicultural coordinator and counselor for the
Center for Diversity and Enrichment, stands by a picture of Delores
Huerta, a Californian activist, on Tuesday. Rivera says she will vote
for the Democrat in the 2008 presidential election because of the
Republican views on immigration. Rivera has been a citizen of the
United States since February of 2005 and a member of the diversity
center since April 2006.

 



SPORTS
SCOREBOARD
NBA
Sacramento 106, New Jersey 101
L.A. Lakers 103, Chicago 91
Toronto 80, L.A. Clippers 77 

NHL
Ottawa 3, Boston 2
Carolina 3, Toronto 2, OT
Calgary 3, Columbus 1

Phoenix 3, Philadelphia 2
Atlanta 6, Tampa Bay 2
N.Y. Rangers 4, Pittsburgh 0
Florida 3, Montreal 2
Minnesota 3, Nashville 2
Dallas 2, Edmonton 1, SO
Vancouver 5, New Jersey 0

DI SPORTS DESK
THE DI SPORTS DEPARTMENT WELCOMES
QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, & SUGGESTIONS.
PHONE: (319) 335-5848
FAX: (319) 335-6184

POWER 
RANKINGS

FOOTBALL

dailyiowan.comWednesday, December 19, 2007 MLB: Clemens: No, never, 2B

TV TODAY

Hawks get another
oral commitment 

Marking Iowa’s ninth
commitment in 10 days,
J.D. Griggs — a 6-4, 220-
pound two-star tight end —
orally committed to the
Hawkeyes on Monday.

The
Piscataway,
N.J., native
originally
committed
to Syracuse
in July, but
he changed
his mind
last month
and gave
his oral
pledge to Temple. Now, he
has settled on the Hawkeyes,
and he is officially closing
down his recruiting, accord-
ing to rivals.com.

Griggs — who had 216
receiving yards and six
touchdowns at Piscataway
Township High School —
will be in Iowa City this
weekend for his official
visit.

The tight end’s commit-
ment brings head coach
Kirk Ferentz’s 2008 recruit-
ing class up to 18 members. 

The class, which includes
Elite-11 quarterback John
Wienke and high-profile jun-
ior-college running back
Nate Guillory, ranks 53rd in
the nation and ninth in the
Big Ten, according to
rivals.com.
— by Scott Miller

1. Wrestling — After 
toppling then-No. 1 Iowa
State, Tom Brands and crew
obliterated No. 25 Northern
Iowa, 40-3, and waltzed past
Cornell College, 51-0. The
top-ranked squad will return
to action Dec. 28 at the
Midlands Championships in
Evanston, Ill.

2. Women’s basketball
— After a 54-50 loss to
Wyoming and a 12-day lay-
off, Lisa Bluder’s Bunch is
back in Carver-Hawkeye
Arena on Saturday for a
final nonconference tune-up
against Western Illinois. Big
Ten play will tip off against
Penn State on Dec. 28.

3. Men’s basketball —
Todd Lickliter’s crew ended
the intrastate slate at 1-2,
with a 56-51 loss to Drake
on Dec. 14. The Hawks will
battle Southeastern
Louisiana Dec. 29 before
welcoming Indiana to town
on Jan. 2.

4. Swimming and diving
— The women were edged
out by Iowa State, 152-148,
on Dec. 7. The men’s and
women’s teams will open the
new year with the Florida
International Invitational in
Miami on Jan. 5.

NCAA Basketball
Memphis at Cincinnati , 6

p.m., ESPN2
NBA

Detroit at Boston, 6 p.m.,
ESPN

Phoenix at Dallas, 8:30
p.m., ESPN

By Eric Mandel
THE DAILY IOWAN

Less than a month after the
Hawkeyes finished an injury-
filled 2007 season, Iowa Athletics
Director Gary Barta announced
Tuesday that volleyball coach
Cindy Fredrick had resigned after

four years as head coach at Iowa.
As the seventh head coach in

the history of the Iowa volleyball
program, Fredrick led the pro-

gram to a 46-82 overall record,
9-71 in the Big Ten.

Becoming the second Hawk-
eye coach to resign this calendar

year — former men’s golf coach
Terry Anderson resigned in late
March — Fredrick leaves on the
heels of a season that produced a
9-22 overall record and a disap-
pointing 1-19 conference mark.

“It is with regret that I have
decided to resign my position at
the University of Iowa,” she said
in a release. “My staff and I have
made great strides to improve
the volleyball program over the
past four years. Our student-
athletes have been highly 

successful in the classroom,
attendance has seen significant
growth, as has participation at
our instructional camps, and our
competitive level has improved.”

For the second-straight year,
the Hawkeyes jumped out with
a strong nonconference season,
going 8-3 before winning only
eight of 67 games in Big Ten
play and losing 16-consecutive
matches to end the season on a
low note.

By Ryan Young
THE DAILY IOWAN

Inside the Iowa wrestling
room, Brent Metcalf doesn’t
hesitate to bark at a teammate
if he comes into practice with a
lackadaisical attitude.

It’s become his trademark —
one typical of the storied Hawk-
eye wrestling program — and
on a team ranked No. 1 in the
country, the 149-pound bruiser
has positioned himself as one of
the more prominent leaders on
the Iowa wrestling corps.

“He’s our best leader because
he is the most well-rounded as
far as lifestyle,” Iowa coach Tom
Brands said. “His lifestyle is
geared around performance,
and when he comes in [to prac-
tice], he’s ready to go.

“When a guy isn’t fighting
him hard on a one-on-one, and
he’s not getting what he wants
out of his opponent, he’ll call
him out on it out loud in front of
everybody.

“I love that.”
Metcalf ’s recent outspoken-

ness is a sharp contrast to last
season, when he was merely a
newcomer as a transfer from
Virginia Tech.

Forced to compete unat-
tached from his Iowa brethren,
\the former Hokie was often
reserved as a result of his ineli-
gibility. Because he was never
scoring team points in competi-
tion, Metcalf gave advice spar-
ingly.

This season, having notched
three pins, two technical falls,
and a major decision since
November, his voice has been
prominent.

Still, nothing about his mar-
quee grappler comes as a sur-
prise to Brands, who said he
recruited Metcalf as a catalyst
to enhance his squad.

“It would be surprising if it
was the other way,” the second-
year coach said. “We expect it
out of him. We need it.

“That’s the way he was born
and bred. That’s how his mom
and daddy raised him, and any-
thing less than that, he’d get a
kick in the pants.”

Metcalf said his aggressive
attitude and work ethic is a
byproduct of his experience
under his former prep coach,
Roy Hall, at Davison (Mich.)

By Diane Hendrickson
THE DAILY IOWAN

When Johanna Solverson
left the floor after a loss to
Southwest Missouri State in
the WNIT Final Four to close
out the 2004-05 basketball
season, no one imagined it
would be 953 days before she
would return to the court in a
Hawkeye uniform.When that
day finally came, in a mean-
ingless exhibition against the
University of Nebraska-
Omaha on Nov. 2, she played
as if a national championship
were on the line.

Fighting for every loose ball
and pushing for every board,
she had worked too hard not
to. The bulky black knee
brace, a constant reminder of
the time away from basketball,
protects her surgically
repaired right knee, but she
plays without the caution of an
athlete who has gone through
years of rehab to put on the

Black-and-Gold for one last
season.

“I want people to think, ‘She
was injured?’ ” Solverson said.
“I just want to play as though
I just didn’t have surgery, as if
I hadn’t sat out for two years.”

Her final stats in the 

exhibition: eight points, two
steals, one block, and an assist
added to the impressive stats she
put up in her first three years,
stats that put her in the top-20 in
school history in steals, 3-point-
ers,rebounding,and assists.

But that career derailed in

August 2005 at a DePaul bas-
ketball camp. Solverson
worked as a counselor along
with other area collegiate
players who grew up learning
the game from the Blue

Julie Brayton/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeye forward Johanna Solverson attempts a lay-up against Northern Illinois in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Dec. 8. Tearing the
ACL on her right knee twice in her first five seasons, rehabilitation and an NCAA ruling have allowed Solverson to return for a sixth
season at Iowa, one she is cherishing after injuries nearly cut her career short.

Long, long road back

Volleyball coach Fredrick resigns 

The
Voice

WRESTLING

When it comes 
to leading by 

example, Iowa
wrestler Brent
Metcalf is the

model.

SEE METCALF, 3BSEE SOLVERSON, 3B

After a disappointing 9-22 campaign, Hawkeye head volleyball coach Cindy Fredrick calls it quits.

SEE FREDRICK, 3B

‘I would like to thank our fans, staff,
and those parents and student-athletes 
who have been supportive throughout 

our four years at Iowa. I wish the 
Hawkeyes great success.’

— Cindy Fredrick, on her resignation as volleyball coach

Griggs
recruit

After tearing her ACL for the second time in 2006, it would’ve been easy
for Hawkeye Johanna Solverson to hang up the sneakers. Leave it to a 

former teammate, a persistent trainer, and an sixth year of eligibility from
the NCAA to help make a remarkable return to basketball a reality.

Read extended story
online

Go to dailyiowan.com to read
an extended version of Johanna
Solverson’s remarkable recovery
from a pair of ACL injuries.

Fredrick steps down
Watch Daily Iowan Television at 
dailyiowan.com to hear more about
the resignation of four-year Hawkeye
volleyball coach Cindy Fredrick.



By Ronald Blum
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Roger
Clemens denied allegations by
his former trainer that he took
performance-enhancing drugs,
calling them “a dangerous and
destructive shortcut that no
athlete should ever take.”

The accusations against the
seven-time Cy Young Award
winner from former trainer
Brian McNamee were the most
striking in last week’s Mitchell
Report. Former Senate Majority
Leader George Mitchell wrote
McNamee said he injected
Clemens with steroids in 1998
while with the Toronto Blue
Jays, and
steroids and
human growth
hormone in
2000 and 2001,
while with the
New York Yan-
kees.

“I want to
state clearly
and without
qualification: I
did not take
steroids,
human-growth hormone, or any
other banned substances at any
time in my baseball career or, in
fact, my entire life,” Clemens
said Tuesday in a statement
issued through his agent,
Randy Hendricks. “Those sub-
stances represent a dangerous
and destructive shortcut that no
athlete should ever take.

“I am disappointed that my
25 years in public life have
apparently not earned me the
benefit of the doubt, but I
understand that Sen. Mitchell’s
report has raised many serious
questions. I plan to publicly
answer all of those questions at
the appropriate time in the

appropriate way. I only ask that
in the meantime people not
rush to judgment.”

Another former McNamee
client, Yankee pitcher Andy Pet-
titte, said last weekend that he
took HGH twice while rehab-
bing from an injury in 2002.
Mitchell said McNamee told
him he injected Pettitte with
HGH two to four times that
year.

“He stands 100 percent
behind the accuracy of the infor-
mation he provided to Sen.
Mitchell,” McNamee’s lawyer,
Ed Ward, said in a statement.

Mitchell declined comment.
Baseball players and owners

didn’t have an agreement ban-
ning steroids until September
2002. They banned HGH in
January 2005.

Clemens’ lawyer, Rusty
Hardin, first issued a denial on
Dec. 13, hours after Mitchell’s
report was released. Tuesday
marked the first public comments
by Clemens, an 11-time All-Star
who spent 24 years in the major
leagues with Boston, Toronto, the
Yankees, and Houston.

The 45-year-old right-hander
was 6-6 with a 4.18 ERA for the
Yankees this year and may
retire. He has said he planned
to retire after the 2003, 2004,
2005, and 2006 seasons, only to
return each time.

A six-time 20-game winner,
Clemens was considered by
most to be a first-ballot Hall of

Famer before McNamee’s alle-
gations.

The allegations also have
the Texas High School Base-
ball Coaches Association
reconsidering whether to let
Clemens speak at the group’s

annual convention next
month. The group held an
executive meeting Tuesday but
postponed making a decision
until it could get more infor-
mation.

Clemens spoke with one of
the group’s coaches before the
meeting and said he “is ready to
come speak,” said Jim Long,
president of the association.

“We feel we owe it to our asso-
ciation and Roger himself to
give him the benefit of the doubt
further,” Long said.

AP writer Juan Lozano in Houston 
contributed to this report.
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SPORTS ’N’ STUFF
BBIIGG TTEENN BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL

Conference All Games
W L Pct. W L Pct.

Indiana 0 0   .000 9 1    .900
Michigan St. 0 0   .000 9 1    .900
Minnesota 0 0   .000 7 1    .875
Wisconsin 0 0   .000 8 2    .800
Purdue 0 0   .000 7 2    .778
Ohio St. 0 0   .000 7 3    .700
Illinois 0 0   .000 6 3    .667
Penn St. 0 0   .000 6 4    .600
Iowa 0 0   .000 6 6    .500
Northwestern 0 0   .000 4 4    .500
Michigan 0 0   .000 4 7    .364
Tuesday’s Game
Ohio State 80, Cleveland State 63
Today’s Games
Wofford at Purdue, 6 p.m.
San Jose State at Michigan State, 7 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Miami (Oh) at Illinois, 6 p.m.
Howard at Northwestern, 8 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Coppin State at Indiana, 11 a.m.
UCLA at Michigan, 1 p.m.
Florida at Ohio State, 3 p.m.
Texas at Michigan State, 5:30 p.m.
Santa Clara at Minnesota, 6 p.m.
Valparaiso at Wisconsin, 7:30 p.m.
Illinois at Missouri, 7:30 p.m.
Purdue at Iowa State, 9:30 p.m.

WWOOMMEENN’’SS BBIIGG TTEENN BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL
Conference All Games

W L PCT W L PCT
Ohio State 0 0   .000 7 2 .778
Penn State 0 0 .000 9 3 .750
Minnesota 0 0 .000 8 3 .727
Illinois 0 0 .000 7 3   .700
Michigan State 0 0   .000 7 3   .700
Wisconsin 0 0 .000 7 3 .700
Michigan 0 0   .000 6 3 .667
Iowa 0 0   .000 6 4   .600
Indiana 0 0   .000 5 5 .500
Purdue 0 0   .000 3 5   .375
Northwestern 0 0   .000 4 7   .364
Today’s Games
Youngstown State at Ohio State, 6 p.m.
Illinois at Missouri, 7 p.m.
Purdue at Gonzaga, 7 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Michigan State at Providence, 11 a.m.
DePaul at Northwestern, 12 p.m.
Indiana at Cincinnati, 6 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Ohio at Michigan, 6 p.m.
Iowa State at Minnesota. 7 p.m.
Purdue at Washington, 9 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Nebraska at Ohio State, 11 a.m.
Michigan State at Hartford, 1 p.m.
West Virginia at Indiana, 2 p.m.
Western Illinois at Iowa, 4:05 p.m.

CCOOLLLLEEGGEE BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL
#3Kansas 71, Georgia Tech 66
#4 Texas 66, Oral Roberts 56
#8 UCLA 77, Western Illinois 52 
Women
#5 Stanford 73, New Mexico 54
#8 LSU 86, Illinois Chicago 44
#14 Duke 95, Utah Valley State 61
TCU 97, #20 Oklahoma State 63
Other Scores
Iowa State 69, Northern Iowa 41

NNAATTIIOONNAALL HHOOCCKKEEYY LLEEAAGGUUEE
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division W L OT Pts GF GA
New Jersey 18 13 3 39 84 84
N.Y. Rangers 17 13 3 37 76 75
Philadelphia 16 13 3 35 99 93
Pittsburgh 16 15 2 34 92 98
N.Y. Islanders 15 14 2 32 71 87
Northeast W L OT Pts GF GA
Ottawa 22 7 3 47 112 83
Boston 18 12 3 39 87 81
Montreal 16 12 5 37 95 93
Toronto 14 13 7 35 104 107
Buffalo 16 14 1 33 99 88
Southeast W L OT Pts GF GA
Carolina 18 14 3 39 110 111
Florida 16 16 2 34 86 91
Atlanta 15 17 1 31 92 114
Tampa Bay 14 17 3 31 103 113
Washington 13 18 3 29 88 102
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central W L OT Pts GF GA
Detroit 24 6 3 51 116 76
St. Louis 16 12 2 34 79 79
Columbus 14 13 6 34 82 83
Chicago 15 15 2 32 93 92
Nashville 14 15 2 30 85 92
Northwest W L OT Pts GF GA
Minnesota 19 12 2 40 83 83
Vancouver 18 12 4 40 91 81
Colorado 19 13 1 39 101 95
Calgary 17 13 5 39 104 104
Edmonton 16 16 3 35 93 105
Pacific W L OT Pts GF GA
Dallas 19 11 4 42 100 86
San Jose 18 11 4 40 84 75
Anaheim 16 15 5 37 88 101
Phoenix 16 16 0 32 82 87
Los Angeles 12 20 2 26 93 113
Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss
or shootout loss.
Tuesday’s Games
Ottawa 3, Boston 2
Carolina 3, Toronto 2, OT
Calgary 3, Columbus 1
Phoenix 3, Philadelphia 2
Atlanta 6, Tampa Bay 2
N.Y. Rangers 4, Pittsburgh 0
Florida 3, Montreal 2

Minnesota 3, Nashville 2
Dallas 2,  Edmonton 1, SO
Vancouver 5, New Jersey 0
Anaheim 2, San Jose 0
Today’s Games
Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders, 6 p.m.
Los Angeles at Detroit, 6:30 p.m.
Nashville at Chicago, 7:30 p.m.
Colorado at Anaheim, 9 p.m.

NNAATTIIOONNAALL BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division W L Pct GB
Boston 20 2 .909 —
Toronto 15 11    .577 7
Philadelphia 10 14    .417 11
New Jersey 10 15 .400 111⁄2
New York 7 17 .292 14
Southeast W L Pct GB
Orlando 17 9 .654 —
Washington 13 10 .565 21⁄2
Atlanta 12 12 .500 4
Charlotte 8 14 .364 7
Miami 7 17 .292 9
Central W L Pct GB
Detroit 17 7 .708 —
Indiana 13 12 .520 41⁄2
Cleveland 11 14 .440 61⁄2
Milwaukee 10 14 .417 7
Chicago 8 14 .364 8
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest W L Pct GB
San Antonio 18 6 .750 —
Dallas 17 9 .654 2
New Orleans 15 10 .600 31⁄2
Houston 12 12 .500 6
Memphis 7 17    .292 11
Northwest W L Pct GB
Denver 14 10 .583 —
Utah 14 12    .538 1
Portland 13 12 .520 11⁄2
Seattle 7 18    .280 71⁄2
Minnesota 3 20 .130 101⁄2
Pacific W L Pct GB
Phoenix 18 7    .720 —
L.A. Lakers 15 9 .625 21⁄2
Golden State 14 11 .560 4
Sacramento 10 14    .417 71⁄2
L.A. Clippers 9 15    .375 81⁄2
Tuesday’s Games
Sacramento 106, New Jersey 101
L.A. Lakers 103, Chicago 91
Toronto 80, L.A. Clippers 77
Today’s Games
Miami at Atlanta, 6 p.m.
Detroit at Boston, 6 p.m.
Chicago at Washington, 6 p.m.
Utah at Charlotte, 6 p.m.
Philadelphia at Indiana, 6 p.m.
Cleveland at New York, 6:30 p.m.
Sacramento at Milwaukee, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at Memphis, 7 p.m.
Golden State at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Orlando at Houston, 7:30 p.m.
Phoenix at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Toronto at Portland, 9 p.m.
New Orleans at Seattle, 9 p.m.

TTRRAANNSSAACCTTIIOONNSS
BASEBALL
American League
KANSAS CITY ROYALS—Extended their affilia-
tion with Burlington (Appalachian) through the
2010 season. Agreed to terms with INF Luis
Castillo, LHP Mike Connolly, RHP Julio De La
Cruz, OF Adam Greenberg, RHP Ben
Hendrickson, INF Jeff Nettles, RHP Matt
Peterson, C Luany Sanchez, RHP Arthur Santos
and OF Ovandy Suero on minor league contracts.
NEW YORK YANKEES—Fired David Szen, trav-
eling secretary.
National League
CHICAGO CUBS—Named Dave Littlefield profes-
sional scout; Pat Listach manager, Mike Mason
pitching coach and Matt Johnson trainer for Iowa
(PCL); Buddy Bailey manager and Nick Frangella
trainer for Tennessee (SL); David Rosario pitching
coach and Bob Grimes trainer for Daytona (FSL);
Carmelo Martinez hitting coach and Kelly
Vanhove trainer for Peoria (MWL); Anthony
Sanderson trainer for Boise (NWL); Franklin Font
manager and Steve Melendez trainer for Mesa
(Arizona).
HOUSTON ASTROS—Agreed to terms with RHP
Chad Paronto on a one-year contract.
NEW YORK METS—Agreed to terms with RHP
Matt Wise on a one-year contract.
PITTSBURGH PIRATES—Named Kimera Bartee
minor league outfield and baserunning coordina-
tor, Troy Buckley minor league pitching coordina-
tor, Brad Fischer minor league catching coordina-
tor and Carlos Garcia minor league infield coordi-
nator.
FOOTBALL
National Football League
NFL—Fined Atlanta WR Roddy White, TE Alge
Crumpler, CB DeAngelo Hall and DB Chris
Houston $10,000 and WR Joe Horn $7,500 for
violating uniform regulations during a Dec. 10
game against New Orleans.
CINCINNATI BENGALS—Signed S Nick Turnbull
to the practice squad.
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS—Signed OT Damane
Duckett from the practice squad and OG Sean
Estrada and WR Jerard Rabb to the practice
squad. Waived OT Patrick Estes. Placed WR
Dominique Zeigler on injured reserve.
COLLEGE
SOUTHLAND CONFERENCE—Named Jenny
Orndorff associate commissioner for external
affairs.
COLORADO STATE—Named Scott Brown defen-
sive line coach.
DUKE—Named John Kerr men’s soccer coach.
LEHMAN—Named Joanna Quirindongo women’s
softball coach.
MIAMI—Fired Tim Walton, defensive coordinator.

Clemens: No, never

By Rick Gano
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — Finish.
That was the Chicago Bears’

mantra since losing the Super
Bowl 10 months ago. Their goal
was to get back to the NFL’s
marquee game and win it. It’s
what they expected.

Instead, with two weeks left
in a follow-up season that has
gone afoul, the Bears are fin-
ished for sure, officially and
mathematically out of the play-
offs after a Monday night loss in
Minnesota.

“It’s very disappointing,” Bear
coach Lovie Smith said on Tues-
day. “That was the tone, one of
the key phrases we’ve used, and
just what we wanted to do, what
we thought we needed to do to
take that next step. We weren’t
able to do that this year.

“We haven’t been able to fin-
ish. We’ve had leads in quite a
few games. For whatever rea-
son, we just haven’t been able to
get the job done.”

Look everywhere for reasons.
From a wacky off-season that
saw them trade their best run-
ning back and get rid of their
defensive coordinator to an
offense that couldn’t run the
ball and used three starting
quarterbacks to a defense that
was no longer the major force it
was a season earlier.

Throw in a number of key
injuries, and that’s why the
Bears are 5-9 headed into
matchups against the Packers
and Saints. Last year, they went

13-3 and won a pair of playoffs
games before losing to the Colts
in a rainy Super Bowl in Miami.

The Bears’ fall continues a
trend in which the team that
loses the Super Bowl runs into
major problems the following

season. Last year, the Seahawks
were the first Super Bowl run-
ner-up to make the playoffs
since the 2000 Titans.

With Thomas Jones, a 1,000-
yard rusher in the two previous
seasons, traded to the Jets,

Cedric Benson got his opportu-
nity. He averaged just 3.4 yards
per carry before his season was
ended by an ankle injury in late
November.

Others on the season-ending
injury list included quarterback
Rex Grossman, safety Mike
Brown, guard Ruben Brown,
and defensive tackle Dusty Dvo-
racek. Mike Brown and Dvo-
racek were hurt in the season-
opener. And top defensive back
Nathan Vasher missed 10
games with a groin problem.

Bears bid playoffs adieu

Jim Mone/Associated Press
Chicago Bear wide receiver Muhsin Muhammad (right) reaches for the goal line as Minnesota Viking 
cornerback Antoine Winfield tackles him in second quarter on Monday in Minneapolis. A touchdown was
called, but it was reversed on appeal.

‘We haven’t been able to finish. We’ve had leads
in quite a few games. For whatever reason,

we just haven’t been able to get the job done.’

— Lovie Smith,
Bear coach

The seven-time Cy Young Award winner denies the use of performance-enhancing drugs.

SOCCER
Stephenson the 
soccer MVP 

Senior defender Sarah Stephenson
was named the Iowa soccer team’s
most valuable player and top defend-
er at the team’s annual awards ban-
quet last weekend.

Stephenson has started every game
since her sophomore year, anchoring a
strong backline that limited opponents
to just 24 goals this season. The
Middleton, Wis., native ended the sea-
son with two goals and two assists,
including an overtime game-winner
against Ohio State on Senior Day.

Midfielders Jackie Kaeding (three
goals) and Kelsey Shaw (two) shared
top offensive player honors. Kaeding
returned from a knee injury that
forced her to miss the 2006 season,
while Shaw’s season was cut short
with the same injury.

Freshmen Keli McLaughlin (most-
improved player) and Jenna Aleo
(freshman of the year) rounded out
the awards.

Iowa finished the 2007 campaign
with an 8-8-4 record, culminating in
its first Big Ten Tournament appear-
ance since 2001.

— by Sam Martin

Clemens
7-time Cy Young

winner

‘I want to state clearly and without qualification:
I did not take steroids, human-growth hormone, 

or any other banned substances at any time 
in my baseball career or, in fact, my entire life.’

— Roger Clemens,
All-Star pitcher
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High School, where he went
228-0 en route to four-consecu-
tive state championships.

“Probably my biggest role is
setting an example of myself,”
Metcalf said. “Through high
school, it’s always been taught
to me to set a high example.

“I don’t like to let the little
things go by. Especially in the
practice room, it’s important you
get after things. I like to point
things out. I think the best way
to get someone to respond is to
put them up against the wall
and make them fight.

“You’re not going to see
change until you make people
aware of [their mistakes].”

Metcalf ’s outlook on the
importance of academics has
also become a quality further
highlighting his leadership.

“If you’re not worrying about
classes that you’re failing, you

can put your concentration
into the practice room and
preparation,” he said. “That’s
the ideal situation right there.”

But going into winter break
with only one defeat — a swift
pin suffered a month ago in his
matchup with North Carolina
State wrestler Darrion Cald-
well — upgrading remains a
priority.

Better active and on his feet,
emphasis as been placed on
keeping Metcalf ’s attacks off
the ground.

“You know,” he said. “There
is always room to improve.”

E-mail DI reporter Ryan Young at:
ryan-c-young@uiowa.edu

METCALF 
CONTINUED FROM 1B

Demons’ coach Doug Bruno. In
one of the daily pickup games
played during the lunch break,
she stepped wrong going in for
a fast-break lay-up, tearing the
ACL in her right knee.

Originally, doctors thought
she had broken her tibia, which
would have only sidelined her
for only six weeks, but once the
swelling decreased, they con-
firmed the worst: she would
miss her senior season.

The anterior cruciate liga-
ment, one of four bands in the
knee, connects the femur to the
tibia. Injury — which can make
both a 95-pound gymnast and a
300-pound lineman alike quake
— occurs when the knee is
forced beyond its normal range
of motion, and it frequently
occurs in sports with rapid
changes in direction. Women
are three to five times more
likely than men to suffer tears.

But Solverson, the 2002 Illi-
nois Ms. Basketball runner-up
to Tennessee star Candace
Parker, had an old friend in for-
mer Hawkeye Lindsay
Richards to help her along the
arduous path back to the court.

Richards’ Hawkeye career
couldn’t have been more differ-
ent than Solverson’s until that
fateful day in Chicago.
Richards, who grew up near her
teammate in Bolingbrook, Ill.,
and played on the same AAU
state championship team, tore
her ACL three times in her four
seasons at Iowa.

Solverson — who had never
had a serious injury except for
chronic tendinitis in both her
knees — missed one game
because of a bum ankle in her
first three years.

Richards and Solverson, both
highly touted All-Americans,
came to Iowa in 2002 with the
Hawkeyes fresh off a Big Ten
Tournament championship and
an appearance in the second
round of the NCAA tourney.

But after Richards suffered
third and final tear playing in a
pickup game while interning at
the U.S. Open in North Caroli-
na, doctors suggested she think
about her future instead of
returning to the game.

“I still wanted to be able to
run, and when I have kids even-
tually, some day, run and play
with them, and I didn’t want
my knees to be an issue then,”
said Richards, who took a year
to make the decision and now
works at a PR firm in Chicago.

“She never really told me,
‘You only tore yours once,’ ”
Solverson said. “That was just
the mentality I had in my head:
‘I don’t have it nearly as bad as
her. She’s only got to play one
season in our four years.’ 

“I don’t have it that bad.”
The pair spent three to four

hours rehabbing every day, sup-
porting each other through the
endless hours and grueling
therapy.

“It’s funny when you tear
your ACL — if you talk to any-
one else who’s done it — it’s
almost like you join this ACL
club automatically,” Richards
said. “Anyone else you meet
who’s ever done it, you’re auto-
matically friends right away.
‘Oh, you did?’ and then you
start sharing stories about
rehab. That obviously I think
brought us together. She was
able to draw on me for experi-
ence and guidance. We were
both lucky because a lot of
times not everybody has some-
one who’s been through that or
going through it at the same
time.”

But Solverson and Richards
weren’t alone in the training
room. In 2005, the blows to
Iowa came swiftly and relent-
lessly as the team suffered five
knee injuries — three starters,
plus center Stacy Schlapkohl,
tore ACLs — during a seven-
month stretch.

As a result of the injury epi-
demic, the training staff institut-
ed an ACL prevention program
that is better suited for youth
players, Iowa coach Lisa Bluder
said, but is “worth an hour a
week if it helps one athlete.”

“We’re trying to teach ath-
letes how to properly land,” said
Iowa athletics trainer Jennie
Sertterh. “We’ve done a lot of
jump training, change of direc-
tion. When they go to change
direction, they’re really work-
ing on keeping that knee stable
instead of a letting it wobble a
little bit. They’re landing more
with a bent knee. Their weight’s
being distributed throughout
the body.”

By the end of the 2005 
season, Solverson’s knee was
finally strong enough to scrim-
mage again, and the 2006 
summer Game Time League
was supposed to complete the
comeback.

In the footsteps of her former
Iowa teammate and current
Houston Comet Crystal Smith,
she was picked first in the
draft. In her first game, Solver-
son, fresh off a degree in health
and sport studies, was dazzling.

Without missing a beat, she
scored 35 points and tacked on
11 rebounds and five assists.
She looked as though she had
never left. In the next game,
however, her return ended as
quickly as it began; she tore her
ACL for the second time — less
than a year after the first tear.

“I pretty much knew it hap-
pened,” Solverson said. “But
deep down I was telling myself,
‘Don’t think the worst possible
thing.’ ”

When her worst fears were
confirmed, she was devastated.

“I took a weekend to really
get it out of my system, and
then I really put it behind me,”
she said. “I had to look forward
because if I didn’t look forward,
I would have never been able to
get through it.”

Her father, Pete Solverson, a
former offensive lineman for
the Washington Redskins, said
the death of family friend and
Northwestern football coach
Randy Walker helped her get
through the dark hours after
she went down: “Things like
that put things back in perspec-
tive that she is alive.”

But Pete Solverson, who suf-
fered a tear of his own in 1976
and offered advice to his
daughter, said she never gave
up during the days away from
basketball.

“She was always very, very
positive throughout the whole
ordeal,” he said. “She’s actually
done remarkably as far as
keeping her spirits up.”

Although Johanna Solverson
didn’t have rehab partners this
time around, her therapy went
faster, partly because she’d
been through it once before —
“I knew how far I could push
myself,” she said. “I knew what
my limits were and when I
could move to the next level” —
and partly because she hoped to
make a late-season return.

But a staph infection and the
two ensuing surgeries set back
her progress again.

In December 2006, before a
demoralizing Hawkeye loss to
UNI, the senior sat down with
the coaches to discuss her
options: come back and play at
less than 100 percent or sit out
another year and try for a sixth
year of eligibility.

NCAA rules state athletes
can apply for a medical redshirt
if they compete in fewer than
30 percent — or 20 percent
before 2007 — of their team’s
competitions. Because Solver-
son missed all of the 2005 cam-
paign, the coaches knew she
was likely to receive an extra
year if she didn’t return in
2006.

Although she could have
played, Solverson elected to
postpone her second comeback
until she was completely
healthy.

“I could get up and down the
floor and do shooting drills and
stuff like that, but after every
game, I would have been in
some serious pain,” she said. “I
did really want to get out there,
but at the same time, I didn’t
know how much help I would
have been.”

Solverson, who wants to play
professionally — probably in
Europe, as does her older broth-
er, Thor Solverson, who compet-
ed at the University of Illinois-
Chicago — wouldn’t call herself
another member of the coach-
ing staff during the two-year
hiatus, but her teammates did,
saying she was a valuable asset
from the sidelines.

“Grandma,” as Solverson is
called by teammates, was
granted her sixth year in June;
she sat out of competition both
in the Game Time League and
when the Hawkeyes traveled
to Greece to take on the
national team this past sum-
mer, even though she was
cleared to compete.

“She had the go-ahead; the
doctors gave her the green light
to go, but we just felt like giving
her a couple extra months cer-
tainly couldn’t hurt,” Bluder
said. “It was a lot more mental
than anything else. She had
hurt her leg in the summer
both times.

“Why have her play in the
summer when mentally, that’s
when she had done it the last
couple of years?”

Against Nebraska-Omaha,
Solverson’s enthusiasm bub-
bled over when she gave a
pregame pep talk in the huddle
before her first action in over
two and-a-half years.

“I was stuttering a little bit,
so I just stopped and I was like,
‘I’m sorry. I’m really excited.’
You know, it was more excite-
ment than being nervous,”
Solverson said.

Her message, defense, and
rebounding were aspects the
Hawkeyes struggled with last
season, ranking at the bottom
of the Big Ten in nearly every
defensive category. This year,
Iowa has risen near the top,
and Solverson has been a big
part of that.

Solverson, who can finish her
second bachelor’s in sociology
this summer, ranks second on
the team in rebounding, third
in assists and tied for the lead
in steals. Although she’s not the
sole reason for the improve-
ment — defense was stressed
throughout the off-season —
her presence on the hardwood
affects everyone around her.

“Jo brings a lot of energy,”
Schlapkohl said. “She’s one of
those players who makes
things happen when we’re stag-
nant or at a standstill. She
brings a lot of energy to this
team, and I think we all feed off
of that.

“She’s out there throwing
limbs here and there, and that
just gives us more confidence
that, ‘Hey, she can do it. She’s
been through two years of
watching us, having to do rehab.
We’re going to go out there and
fight just as hard as she is.’ ”
E-mail DI reporter Diane Hendrickson at:

diane-hendrickson@uiowa.edu

SOLVERSON 
CONTINUED FROM 1B

The Hawkeyes’ lone confer-
ence victory came in the form
of a shocker at Carver-Hawk-
eye Arena when Iowa upset
No. 11 Michigan on Sept. 28 —
the program’s first victory
against a ranked opponent
since 2000.

“I have great appreciation
for the efforts of Cindy and her
staff,” Barta said in the release.
“Certain areas of the volleyball
program at the University of
Iowa have never been better,
and the improvement in those
areas is 100 percent attributa-
ble to Cindy’s leadership, drive,
and commitment. I want to

thank her and wish her the
very best in the future.”

Barta said the athletics
department will begin its
search for a new coach 
immediately, and he expects a
wealth of interest from 
coaches nationwide.

“We compete in one of the
nation’s very best conferences
for women’s volleyball, we
offer world-class educational
opportunities, and, geographi-
cally, we are located in a region
of the country that boasts out-
standing high-school and club
volleyball,” he said. “I’m confi-
dent we will attract a pool of
exceptionally well-qualified
candidates.”

With a strong recruiting
class that includes 6-0 middle
hitter Mallory Husz, outside

hitter Tiffany Nilges, and set-
ter Paige Stevens — as well as
the possibility of a revitaliza-
tion plan for Carver that Barta
expects to share with the
Board of Regents sometime
this winter — Fredrick said
she believes the program is
headed in the right direction.

“We have some of the best
ever recruits for 2008 and,
thus, anticipate that the pro-
gram is very well-positioned
for success in the near future,”
she said. “I would like to thank
our fans, staff, and those 
parents and student-athletes
who have been supportive
throughout our four years at
Iowa. I wish the Hawkeyes
great success.”

E-mail DI reporter Eric Mandel at:
eric-mandel@uiowa.edu

FREDRICK 
CONTINUED FROM 1B

‘I knew how far I could
push myself. I knew 
what my limits were 

and when I could move 
to the next level.’

— Johanna Solverson,
Hawkeye forward

‘Jo brings a lot of energy.
She’s one of those players
who makes things happen

when we’re stagnant or 
at a standstill. She brings

a lot of energy to this
team, and I think we 
all feed off of that.’

— Stacy Schlapkohl,
Hawkeye center

An NCAA ruling has allowed the Hawkeye forward to
return for her sixth season after suffering two torn ACLs.

Whitney Wright/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeye Brent Metcalf earns a technical fall over Northern Iowa’s Charlie Ettelson during their
wrestling match in Carver-Hawkeye Arena on Dec. 13. Metcalf, who is competing for the first time
since transferring from Virginia Tech, has been dominant this season, notching three pins and two
technical falls.

‘You’re not going to 
see change until you
make people aware of

[their mistakes].’

— Brent Metcalf,
Hawkeye wrestler

FOOTBALL
Ohio State makes
adjustments for BCS
finale

COLUMBUS, Ohio — If Ohio
State’s players are hungry to make up
for last year’s failure in the BCS title
game, imagine what it’s like for back-
up linebacker Larry Grant.

Grant is 0-for-3 in national 
championship games.

“I haven’t won yet. This is my last
chance. I’ve got to come out with a big
one this time,” said Grant, who played
in two junior college national title
games while at City College of San
Francisco before the Buckeyes’ 41-14
loss to Florida last January. “All of
them were real tough to take. I know
I’ve got the biggest one of my life
showing up in a less than a month.”

Ohio State threw itself into full-scale
preparations Monday for the Jan. 7

Bowl Championship Series show-
down with LSU in the Superdome.

Ever since their last game, a 14-3 win
over rival Michigan way back on Nov.
17, the Buckeyes have been waiting to
finally get to work. They spent a lot of
time on conditioning and lifting weights.

“We’ve definitely been emphasizing
conditioning and strength more than last
year,” defensive tackle Todd Denlinger
said. “I think last year we got a little lax
when it came to that sort of thing. 

Solverson back Metcalf leads Hawks

V-ball coach resigns
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ARCANE ASTROLOGY
by Merlin Walters
of Clover Press

www.atlasbooks.com
The Second Coming

BOOKS

SMALL plastics company for 
sale. Operate full or part time. 
Move to your area. 
(563)872-4671.

JEWELRY STORE
Eastern Iowa. Established and 
profitable. County seat commu-
nity. Cash flow over $200,00. 
(319)352-0132.
info@lincolngroup.biz

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

PLAY SPORTS! 
HAVE FUN! SAVE 

MONEY!
Maine camp needs fun loving 
counselors to teach All land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)844-8080,
apply: campcedar.com

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Camp counselors wanted.
Friendly Pines Camp, in the 
cool mountains of Prescott, AZ, 
is hiring for ‘08 season, May 24- 
July 31. Program has water-ski, 
climbing, fishing, photography, 
target sports, martial arts and 
more. Competitive salary and 
travel stipend. For appointment/ 
information call 928-445-2128 or 
e-mail: info@friendlypines.com

SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT

NOW HIRING:
Midtown Family Resterant 2. 
All positions, full and part-time. 
Apply 9-11am and 1-4pm at 
1069 Hwy 1 West (next to Iowa 
City Walmart) or call
(319)321-9194

NOW HIRING:
We are looking for an experi-
enced all-around person. 
Bartending, serving, and helping 
in the office. This is a full or time  
position.  
Apply in person between 2-4pm.

University Athletic Club
1360 Melrose Ave.

RESTAURANT

ICE HOUSE BAR & GRILL
Now hiring cooks and bartend-
ers. Apply online at:
www.riversideicehouse.com
or in person:
70 W 1st St. 
Riverside Iowa
or call:
(319)648-2565

RESTAURANT

LOVE-A-LOT
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
is taking applications for full and 
part-time positions. Please apply 

at: 213 5th St., Coralville
or call Julie (319)351-0106.

EDUCATION

èèè
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS
Earn up to $70 per day. Under-
cover Shoppers needed to judge 
retail and dining establishments. 
Experience not required.
1-800-722-4791.

TOW TRUCK OPERATORS
Looking for motivated individuals 
to work part-time nights and ro-
tating weekends. Must have 
clean driving record. Willing to 
train. Apply in person 7am-7pm:
Big 10 University Towing
3309 Hwy 1 SW, IC.
(319)354-5936.

SENIOR PROGRAM
MANAGER

The Krell Institute is seeking a 
senior level individual with 15+ 
years of experience and an ad-
vanced degree in a science or 
engineering discipline to serve 
as a Program Manager. This 
person will be part of the man-
agement team and work to de-
sign, plan, lead and execute pro-
grams including the Department 
of Energy’s prestigious Compu-
tational Science Graduate Fel-
lowship program. Visit “Jobs” at:
www.krellinst.org for detailed in-
formation.

OPTOMETRY ASSISTANT
Full and part-time; Mon.-Sat.
Will train. Front desk,  patient 
pre-testing, insurance and com-
puter entry. (319)466-0644.

èèè
MOVIE EXTRA opportunities in 
TV and Film production. All looks 
needed, no  experience required 
for casting calls. Call
1-877-218-6224.

LUCKY PAWZ 
DOG DAYCARE & BOARDING

Get paid to play with dogs. 
Part-time positions available. 
Call (319)351-3647 or visit
www.luckypawz.com
for application.

HAWKEYESNEEDJOBS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in 
Iowa City. 100% FREE to join! 
Click on surveys.

EARN $800- $3200 a month to 
drive brand new cars with ads 
placed on them. 
www.AdCarClub.com

HELP WANTED

FULL-TIME GRAPHIC ARTIST
in Mac based programs: Adobe, 
PhotoShop. Must have excellent 
free hand skills. Competitive 
wages and benefits. Please con-
tact Jim, (319)337-2685.

ERRAND RUNNER needed at 
Kennedy, Cruise, Frey & Gelner 
Law Firm. Position involves fil-
ing, errands, and miscellaneous 
office tasks. Applicants must 
have own car. Hours are: 3p.m.- 
5:30p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Send resume to:
Michael W. Kennedy 
PO Box 2000 
Iowa City, IA 52244

ENTREPRENEURIAL
INTERNSHIP, paid. 
Acoustical firm seeks sopho-
mores through seniors, minimum 
3.0 GPA required. E-mail:
custserv@rivesaudio.com

ATTENTION UI 
STUDENTS!

GREAT RESUME- BUILDER
GREAT JOB!

Be a key to the University's 
future! Join 

THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
FOUNDATION TELEFUND

up to $9.40 per hour!!!
CALL NOW!

335-3442, ext.417
Leave name, phone number, 

and best time to call.
www.uifoundation.org/jobs

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

WORK-STUDY position avail-
able in the Department of Mathe-
matics. Clerical/ office duties. 
$7.25/ hour. Contact Katie Voss 
@384-3299 or stop in room 21 
MacLean Hall to apply.

WORK-STUDY

WEDDING VIDEOGRAPHY
Call Photon Studios for 

professional wedding
videography.

(319)594-5777. 
www.photon-studios.com

WEDDING

PHOTOS to DVD and VIDEO
Video Albums

Photon Studios
(319)594-5777

www.photon-studios.com

COOL WEATHER
means dry skin. Try

“Kermit’s Wonderful® Skincare”
Fareway, Hy-Vee, 

Paul’s Discount & Soap Opera
www.kermits.com

PERSONAL

THE DAILY IOWAN 
CLASSIFIEDS MAKE CENTS!!

335-5784      335-5785
Rm. E131 Adler Journalism

By Dave Goldberg
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Pro Bowl voters
honored the memory of Sean Taylor.

They also used a lot of votes on
Dallas Cowboys and none on the
NFC South, which didn’t get a player
into the league’s all-star game.

Taylor, who died Nov. 27 after
being shot during a burglary at his
home in Florida, was voted the
starting free safety on the NFC
team. He was having an outstand-
ing season and was one of the lead-
ing vote-getters among fans at the
time of his death.

“It is well-deserved,” Redskin
center Casey Rabach said. “If he
had been able to finish the season,
he would have been in there. It just
shows the respect everybody
around the league had for him and
what a great player he was.”

Taylor is the only player known
to have made an all-star team
posthumously in any sport other
than goaltender Pelle Lindbergh
was voted to the NHL All-Star
game in February 1986. He had
been killed in an auto accident in
November 1985 after playing eight
games for the Philadelphia Flyers,
for whom he had won the Vezina
Trophy as the league’s best goalie
the previous season.

Both conferences were dominat-
ed by players from the teams at the
top of the standings, none more
than Dallas, which had 11 voted to
the team by fans, players, and
coaches for the game, which will be
played in Honolulu on Feb. 10.
Unbeaten New England had eight,
including Tom Brady and Randy
Moss, and also linebacker Mike
Vrabel, who made it to the game for
the first time in 11 NFL seasons.

Still, Jacksonville was ignored
although the Jaguars are 10-4 and
on the verge of clinching a playoff

spot in the AFC. So were all four
teams in the NFC South, plus
Detroit and the New York Jets.

Dallas’ contingent included the
obvious: quarterback Tony Romo
and wide receiver Terrell Owens.
And with the Cowboys at 12-2, the
fans came out for more of their
favorites on “America’s Team.”

One of the Cowboys, running
back Marion Barber, is not a
starter for Dallas, although he
leads the team with 871 yards
rushing. That’s 315 more than
starter Julius Jones, but is just sev-
enth in the NFC, although Barber
does have 11 touchdowns.

Pro Bowl honors slain Taylor

By Andrew Bagnato
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TUCSON, Ariz. — Over the last
two decades, it has been the most
pressing sports question in this bas-
ketball-mad city.

Who will follow Lute Olson as
Arizona’s basketball coach?

The answer was
provided in a press
release on Tuesday
morning: Kevin
O’Neill.

O’Neill, who has
been serving as
interim coach since
Olson went on a
personal leave of
absence in Novem-
ber, was designated
as Olson’s succes-
sor when the 73-
year-old Hall of Famer retires.
O’Neill is a former Wildcat 
assistant who rejoined Olson’s staff
last spring.

“Kevin is our coach for now, and
will be our coach in the future when
Lute decides to retire,” Athletics
Director Jim Livengood said.

For the 50-year-old O’Neill, the
announcement capped a long bas-
ketball journey that began in 1979,
when he was the head coach at
Hammond (N.Y.) High School.
O’Neill first served on Olson’s staff
from 1986-89.

“When I was an assistant here, I
used to think, boy, it would be great
to have the Arizona job,” O’Neill
said. “It is a dream job.”

The move was the latest in a
strange series of events that began
on Nov. 3, when Olson told Liven-
good he needed to take a leave of
absence to deal with undisclosed
family-related issues.

“When you stop and think about
it, it’s a pretty big day,” Livengood

said. “But in the scope of things
that we’re doing, you just move
along.”

Even after taking leave, Olson
appeared at a few practices, lead-
ing to speculation that he would
soon return. But on Dec. 6, Olson
said he was extending his leave
through the end of the season —
and he filed for divorce from wife
Christine Olson on the same day.

Twelve days later, O’Neill has
been named Olson’s successor,
although no one knows when he
will take over for good. Olson has
said he plans to return next year.

“Even though it seems like it’s
been a long and drawn-out process,
all of this has happened relatively
fast,” Livengood said. “What today
does is it just gives us a structure, if
you will.

“At this point, remember, it’s just
a succession plan — nothing more,
nothing less,” Livengood added.
“The bigger plan is that Lute will
come back and coach, and I know
he plans on that. If he doesn’t, then
this is that next step.”

O’Neill to succeed Lute – at some point

Nick Wass/Associated Press
Washington Redskin safety Sean Taylor (21) escapes the grasp of Detroit
Lion tackle George Foster at  FedEx Field in Landover, Md., on Oct. 7. 

UNDER
Big Ten win more than four bowl

games?
Uh-huh. And Jake Christensen got

snubbed by Heisman voters.
OK, seriously, the Big Ten has no

chance of winning more than half of its
games, let alone four.

It sounds crazy, but I actually like
Michigan State against Matt Ryan and
Boston College. The Spartans are big,
fast, and attack the bejesus out of the
quarterback. Not a good recipe for an
Eagle team based on throwing.

Penn State lost to every quality oppo-
nent it played: Illinois, Michigan, and
Ohio State. Whether or not you think of
Michigan State as quality, the Nittany
Lions lost to them as well. Their non-
conference schedule featured such
cardboard cutouts as Notre Dame,
Florida International, Buffalo, and
Temple. Their Alamo Bowl opponent,
Texas A&M, fought a much stiffer slate,
and overall, it looks like the better team.

Indiana in the Insight Bowl against
Oklahoma State is a shootout without
defenses and offenses that run-and-gun
it. If Clint Eastwood has taught me noth-
ing more, it’s to always pick the Cowboy
in a shootout, especially against a hick, I
mean Hoosier.

Michigan will fling peas at Florida in a
lopsided Capital One Bowl, soon to be

renamed the Tim TeBowl after he
electrifies the Big Blue. The biggest
mismatch in years for the Rose Bowl:
USC against Illinois. Why didn’t the
committee just hand the Trojans the
Rose Bowl trophy and be done with it?

In a shocker, I’ll take Ohio State over
the LSU Tigers. I know everyone’s been
saying the SEC is the Zeus of college
football’s Mt. Olympus. In my opinion,
the Big 12 is king of the gods, and Ohio
State is still a Titan of this mythological
Southeastern reign.

But unfortunately for Big Ten com-
mish Jim Delany, Ohio State, Michigan
State, and Purdue can’t play all eight
conference Bowls.

—by Alex Johnson

OVER
I can feign optimism with the best of

sports fans. You might even say I get
my kicks backing an underdog. That’s
why I have no problem telling you with
grinning confidence that Big Ten teams
will win more than four of their eight
bowl games this bowl season.

Yes, conventional wisdom says that
the gridiron anachronism that is plod-
ding, run-to-set-up-the-pass, Big Ten
football will find itself trounced in six of
the eight contests it will pit teams in.

But Joe Paterno’s Nittany Lions are
already favored to grab a victory over

Texas A&M in the Alamo Bowl, and the
Boilermakers, who are slotted against
Central Michigan in the Motor City Bowl,
are also expected to win.

After that, the other six Big Ten teams
are dogs.

But here are a couple that will bite the
prognosticating hands that patronize
them.

Indiana will do more than just show
up at the Insight Bowl. Oklahoma State
can score, but it can’t defend the pass,
which is pretty much how the Hoosiers
pay the rent. Indiana won’t stop the
Cowboys’ offense much, either, so look
for a high-scoring shootout in which
Indiana wins one last game for the
“Hoepp.”

Of course, what would be better than
to have a national champion that seem-
ingly no one in college football wants?
Another Big Ten upset will be in the BCS
championship game as the Buckeyes
finish off this perfectly unpredictable
season by defying SEC gravity and top-
ping the LSU Tigers in a defensive
struggle. Two-loss LSU certainly has a
high-powered offense, but the
Buckeyes’ D won’t cave this time
around.

The Big Ten won’t look so bad this
bowl season, grabbing at least five
wins and a little bit of its swagger back
for 2008.

— by Lars Headington

Will the Big Ten go over or under .500
in the conference’s eight bowl games?

OVER/UNDER
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I used to think, boy, it would
be great to have the Arizona

job. It is a dream job.’

— Kevin O’Neill,
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REAL ESTATE
PROPERTIES

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HOUSE
FOR SALE

CONDO
FOR SALE

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

6 RENTAL PROPERTIES for 
sale. Rented for 2007-2008.
Call after 5:30p.m.
(319)631-1972.

REAL ESTATE
PROPERTIES

THREE bedroom house, two 
large rooms downstairs. 
January 1, 2008. $1150.
(319)338-8798.

LARGE three bedroom. 
402 E.Davenport. Close-in. Fully 
renovated. W/D, C/A, micro-
wave, gas fireplace, parking. 
Attic loft, on-line photo. Available 
8/01/08. $1650/ month plus utili-
ties. www.buxhouses.com
(319)354-7262.

LARGE house, S.Lucas, 
close-in. Many improvements. 8 
bedrooms, legal for 9, 2 bath-
rooms, 1 laundry, parking. Avail-
able 8/1/08. $2700/ month plus 
utilities. www.buxhouses.com 
(319)354-7262.

LARGE house, N.Johnson, 
close-in. 11 bedrooms, legal for 
14, 5 kitchens, 4 bathrooms, 2 
laundries, garage. Available 
8/1/08. $4000/ month plus utili-
ties. www.buxhouses.com 
(319)354-7262.

LARGE 3,4,5, bedroom houses. 
Hardwood floors, parking, A/C, 
W/D, dishwasher, Internet. Avail-
able now. August free. After 
6:30p.m. call (319)354-2221.
iacityrentals.com

HUGE four bedroom, two bath-
room. New kitchen, dishwasher, 
A/C. S.Johnson. Parking avail-
able. $1196/ month. No pets. 
jandjapts.com
(319)338-7058.

HOUSE FOR RENT
Four bedroom, two bathroom.

Available August 1st
(319)631-5152.

HISTORIC former sorority 
house, Iowa Ave. Totally reno-
vated. 10 bedrooms, legal for 12, 
3 kitchens, 4 bathrooms, 2 laun-
dries, parking. Available 8/1/08. 
$4000/ month plus utilities.
w w w . b u x h o u s e s . c o m  
(319)354-7262.

HISTORIC former fraternity 
house. 946 Iowa Ave. Totally 
renovated. 10 bedrooms, legal 
for 14, 3 kitchens, 2 laundries, 
parking. Available 8/1/08. $4000/ 
month plus utilities.
w w w . b u x h o u s e s . c o m  
(319)354-7262.

FOUR bedroom house, 
Melrose Court. Next to UIHC 
and Kinnick Stadium. Off-street 
parking, large yard, no pets, 
W/D, full walk-out basement.
Call (319)631-3268 or
(319)331-4795.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

FALL 2008
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 bedroom 
houses. REMHOUSES.COM
(319)337-5022.

COUNTRY SETTING. 16 acres: 
Trees, creek, prairie. Great for 
outdoor pets. Available now. 
Two  bedroom, two bathroom 
house. 3-1/2 miles from Iowa 
City. Newer appliances with high 
efficiency furnace and C/A. 
Hardwood floors, W/D, patio, 
porch, attached garage, barn. 
$800/ month plus $1500 security 
deposit. 5 to 6-month lease 
available. (847)234-8665.

3, 4, 5, 6, 9 bedroom houses for 
rent. Call Dave at (319)430-5959 
or email me at
fourA_Properties@yahoo.com 
for details and we will be glad to 
show them to you.

2, 3, 4, 5, 6+ bedroom, down-
town houses for rent. Fall 2008. 
Multi bathrooms in all homes. 
Free parking, busline, close-in, 
many new up-grades. Now leas-
ing. (319)341-9385.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

SUBLET:
Three bedroom two bathroom 
condo. Five minutes from hospi-
tals, two car attached garage, 
central air, W/D. spacious 
rooms, quiet building. Available 
January 3rd. Call Vanessa 
(319)430-4516.

LARGE three bedroom town-
house, two baths, skylight, 
off-street parking, W/D, C/A, 
yard, internet. No smoking, no 
pets. After 6:30p.m.
(319)354-2221.
iacityrentals.com

BEST location, lowest rent. 
Three bedroom. Loaded condos. 
Garage. $795. (319)331-8995.

CONDO
FOR RENT

TWO bedroom, quiet, Eastside 
Iowa City. W/D hook-ups, no 
pets. $575- $625.
(319)338-4407.

TWO bedroom, attached garage, 
C/A, W/D, side-by-side unit. 
$700/ month. (319)936-4647.

THREE bedroom townhouse. 
Near City High. W/D, oak lami-
nate floors, off-street parking 
Available now. (319)541-6766, 
(319)331-9944.

ONE bedroom duplex. $475/ 
month plus utilities. Available im-
mediately. (319)643-5574.

ONE bedroom available now in-
cludes appliances, blinds, car-
peting, W/D, A/C. No pets, no 
smoking. 802 20th Ave., Coral-
ville. $450/ month. 
(319)430-3272.

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

BEST four bedroom, three bath 
in town! 620 S.Lucas, $1600. 
(319)330-2696.

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

TWO bedroom, attached garage, 
C/A, W/D, side-by-side units. 
$125,000. (319)936-4647.

DUPLEX
FOR SALE

DISTINCTIVE three bedroom 
1600 sq.ft. eastside townhouse. 
On busline, near schools. 
$122,500. Call (319)341-9872.

TOWNHOUSE
FOR SALE

THREE bedroom, two level, ga-
rage, nice yard, deck, southwest 
side, off Mormon Trek. Available 
November 25. (319)354-4100.

THREE bedroom, two bathroom 
townhouse with garage, C/A, 
westside. $792/ month.
Available now.
No pets. jandjapts.com
(319)338-7058.

FALL LEASING
THREE BEDROOM

CLOSE-IN!!
$870/ month. H/W included. 
A/C, dishwasher, parking, 
laundry. No pets.
(319)330-2100, (319)337-8544.

PARKSIDE MANOR
in Coralville has a three bed-
room available ASAP for $845. 
Close to Library and Rec Center. 
Call (319)338-4951.

NOW. Three bedroom across 
from medical/ dental/ sports 
complex. $930. FREE parking. 
All amenities. (319)337-5156.

LANTERN PARK 
TOWNHOUSE- Great Coralville 
location- three bedroom, 1 bath, 
W/D, C/A, near schools, parks, 
recreation center and library, on 
city busline. $810. SouthGate, 
(319)339-9320, www.s-gate.com

EMERALD COURT has a three 
bedroom apartment available 
January 1st. $775 includes wa-
ter, off-street parking, laundry 
on-site. Call (319)337-4323 for 
more details.

DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS
335-5784; 335-5785

e-mail: 
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

419 S.GOVERNOR.
One block off Burlington St. 
Townhouses, 3 bedrooms. W/D 
hook-ups, A/C, balcony, Parking 
Available now. (319)338-4774.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

WOODLANDS APARTMENTS-
two bedroom, one bath, recently 
remodeled, W/D in unit, C/A, 
some with decks, on city busline. 
Some units allow cats for an ad-
ditional fee. $620-$650.
(319)339-9320, www.s-gate.com

WESTSIDE DRIVE. Immaculate 
two bedroom. Parking, on bus-
line. $600/ month. Available De-
cember. Will pay 1/2 December 
rent. (319)337-3829.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

TWO BEDROOM

TWO bedroom. Close. $640 plus 
gas and electric. Parking.
(319)354-1229.

TWO bedroom, two bathroom. 
Grandview Terrace Building. 
S. Linn St. Available December 
or January. (319)338-7058.

TWO bedroom, one bathroom. 
On-campus, on busline,
off-street parking, laundry
on-site. Call (319)631-3268 or 
(319)331-4795.

TWO bedroom, Coralville, avail-
able now. 970 sq.ft. $595/ 
month, water paid. Balcony, C/A, 
free parking, laundry on-site, on 
busline. (319)339-7925.

TWO bedroom, Coralville. Next 
to park. Pets okay with refer-
ences. $610/ month.
(319)354-1555.

TWO bedroom near 
UIHC/ Dental on Newton Road. 
Parking included. 
www.northbayproperties.com
(319)338-5900.

LARGE two bedroom, two bath 
in Coralville. Available January. 
Heat included. No smoking, no 
pets. On busline. Call 
(319)351-8901 or
(319)330-1480.

PETS WELCOME!
Two bedroom units at Sycamore 
as low as $700. W/D hook-ups, 
cable ready, central air, full ap-
pliance package. Call today
(319)354-1961. 
ammanagement.net

PARK PLACE has a two bed-
room available ASAP for $565, 
includes water. Off-street park-
ing, laundry on-site. Call 
(319)354-0281.

NICE size two bedroom in North 
Liberty. $570/ month. Very quiet 
area. Days (319)351-1346; 
evenings and weekends
(319)354-2221.

NEW furnished two bedroom. 
Available January 1. Two blocks 
from campus. Near Mercy Hos-
pital. 411 E.Market St. $550/ 
month plus utilities. Parking 
available. (773)445-4906,
(312)515-3744.

FINKBINE LANE- Near UIHC 
and Law Building- two bedroom, 
one bath, H/W paid, dishwasher, 
microwave, on-site laundry, on 
busline. Cats and small dogs 
okay for additional fee. $595. 
SouthGate, (319)339-9320, 
www.s-gate.com

DOWNTOWN loft apartment.
321 S. Linn Street. Rent negotia-
ble. H/W paid. (319)936-5324.

DAILY IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS
335-5784; 335-5785

e-mail: 
daily-iowan-

classified@uiowa.edu

CROSS PARK APARTMENTS-
two bedroom, two bath, dish-
washer, microwave, on-site laun-
dry, C/A, entry door system, 
some with deck or patio, on city 
busline. $565-$595.
(319)339-9320, www.s-gate.com

BROADWAY CONDOMINIUMS
very roomy two bedroom, one 
bath, water paid, C/A, on-site 
laundry, on city busline, $510. 
(319)339-9320, www.s-gate.com

AVAILABLE ANYTIME.
Iowa City. New two bedroom. 
$600. First month. 
(319)621-7196.

TWO BEDROOM

ABER AVE.- two bedroom, one 
bath, H/W paid, dishwasher, 
on-site laundry, near parks and 
walking trails. Some units allow 
cats and small dogs for addi-
tional fee, on city busline. $595. 
SouthGate, (319)339-9320, 
www.s-gate.com

2 bedroom, 2 bathroom sub-
lease, large apartment, on sight 
laundry & parking, storage, large 
kitchen, dishwasher, close to 
campus & College Green. $883, 
heat/water included. Please call 
(515)321-8266.

$495 plus utilities, 
68 Oberlin (East Iowa City), 
2 bedroom, non-pet and
non-smoking unit. Good credit 
and rental reference required. 
(319)530-8700.

TWO BEDROOM

MOVING??
SELL UNWANTED 

FURNITURE IN 
THE DAILY IOWAN 

CLASSIFIEDS
335-5784

VERY large one bedroom. 
Close-in. C/A, parking available. 
Security entrance. W/D. $625/ 
month. Days (319)351-1346, af-
ter 7:30p.m and weekends 
(319)354-2221.

SEVILLE APARTMENTS
has one bedroom apartments 
available January. $570 includes 
heat, AC, and water. Call
(319)338-1175 for more details.

PEACEFUL sunny northeast ef-
ficiency for quiet non-smoking 
female grad. Own kitchen/ 
shares bath with other ladies in 
up-stairs of historic owner occu-
pied house. Walking distance. 
$275/ heat and water included. 
(319)337-3821.

ONE bedroom, $505. Efficiency, 
$485. Near law and UIHC. H/W 
paid. Available now.
(563)506-1489.

ONE bedroom spacious apart-
ment across the street from 
campus. $640 plus electric. Free 
parking. Quiet. (515)450-7645.

ONE bedroom clean, quiet. 503 
S Van Buren. $525 H/W  parking 
included. Available Jan./ Feb. 
(319)321-7165.

FIRST floor and basement of 
house. One bedroom, attached 
garage, W/D, dishwasher,
busline, hardwood floors. $650 
plus utilities. (319)400-7335.

ONE bedroom apartment. Coral-
ville strip. $450/ month sublease. 
January- August 2008. Free
H/W. Spacious. (563)508-0186.

LODGE studio available immedi-
ately. $615/ month (includes utili-
ties; $770 before sublease) until 
July 31; fully furnished; excellent 
location; secured access/ eleva-
tor, large parking; fitness center; 
indoor basketball court; swim 
spa/ sauna; tanning/ game/ me-
dia rooms; study lounge
(www.thelodgeatui.com)
E-mail:
mairahyeon@hotmail.com or call 
(319)400-4515.

LARGE one bedroom for sub-
lease. Very close to campus. 
Internet provided, cheap, parking 
available. Security entrance, 
clean and safe. Call
(309)781-8032 for details.

LARGE one bedroom for rent, 
636 S.Dodge St., H/W paid. 
(319)338-2212.

LARGE efficiency/ one bed-
room. Quiet, no smoking, no 
pets. A/C. Parking,  yard. 
$395- $495, utilities paid. August 
free. After 6p.m. (319)354-2221.
iacityrentals.com

LANTERN PARK
APARTMENTS- Great Coralville 
location- one bedroom, H/W 
paid, on city busline. Some units 
recently remodeled. Some units 
allow cats for an additional fee. 
$475. (319)339-9320,
www.s-gate.com

HIGHLY SELECTIVE
Deluxe large one bedroom with 
office (will also rent as two bed-
room) $550- $650, includes 
parking. Close to UIHC. H/W 
paid. No smoking, no pets. 
Available January 1.
On-site manager. Call ASAP.
(319)351-0942.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

EFFICIENCIES available. 
Corner Dubuque and Church. 
$450 to $575. H/W paid. No 
pets. (319)356-5933.

DOWNTOWN Iowa City. One 
bedroom loft. H/W paid.
(319)338-4774.

CORALVILLE. One bedroom. 
H/W paid. Newer carpet, appli-
ances, parking, laundry on-site. 
$475  single, $495 couple.
(319)330-7081.

AVAILABLE now. Efficiencies 
starting at $448/ month. West-
side IC. Parking, A/C, busline. 
jandjapts.com
(319)338-7058.

$350 a month
One room apartment. Sublease 
January-July. Basic cable, water, 
heating and parking space in-
cluded. South Dodge near 
Bowery. If interested call
(319)541-6469, e-mail 
johnathan.larsen@gmail.com

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

WINTER SPECIALS!
As low as $660. 2 & 3 bedrooms 
at Mane Gate and brand new 
Town Square Apartments. W/D 
hookups, fireplace, cable ready, 
central air, full appliance pack-
age, clubhouse with fitness cen-
ter. Call today! (319)354-1961
ammanagement.net

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

ONE and two bedroom, west-
side, H/W paid, busline, quiet, 
on-site laundry, A/C, off-street 
parking, garage available.
Family owned and operated. 
(319)338-5736.

LEASING for 08- 09
Quality, close in, quiet, clean
www.parsonsproperties.net

HERITAGE
(319)351-8404

heritagepropertymanagement.com
Call or go on our website.

A few units left!
1 & 2 bedrooms at great prices!

DOWNTOWN
moengroup sublets available for 
January. 
Vogel House 255 Iowa Ave. 
Furnished. Pets okay. 
Penthouse and studios. 
Call Bobby  or 
Bobby@moengroup.com

APARTMENTS and HOUSES.
Close-in, reasonable rent.
(319)331-1382, (319)936-2184.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

AD#209. Efficiency, one, and 
two bedrooms in Coralville. 
Quiet area, parking, some with 
deck, water paid. W/D facilities. 
Possible flexible lease. Call M-F, 
9-5pm, (319)351-2178.

409 S.Johnson
902 N.Johnson

1, 2, 3 bedrooms. 
Close to campus. 
(319)354-8331
www.aptsdowntown.com

2, 3, and 4 bedrooms. Close-in. 
Pets negotiable. (319)338-7047.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

SUBLET from January through 
July. Bedroom with attached 
bathroom. Off-street parking. 
On-site laundry. Near UIHC. 
$275/ month. (515)571-7471.

ONE bedroom in four bedroom 
available January 1. New build-
ing, short walk from campus, 
coded entry. Rent $400/ month. 
Call (563)357-3002.

NICE 1BR in 3BR apartment 
available now! Dec./Jan. rent 
FREE. Ten minute walk to cam-
pus, on cambus route, near Kin-
nick, free parking. $295/ month. 
(515)231-6936.

FREE RENT/ UTILITIES!!
Includes light healthcare/ house-
keeping in exchange. Male 
quadriplegic seeks responsible 
roommate with flexible schedule. 
PERFECT opportunity for
healthcare students. 10 minute 
bus ride from campus. Need 
clean driving record and subject 
to background check. Potential 
for additional compensation. 
References PLEASE.
Contact TJ. 319-358-6358

FREE first rent! $475, utilities in-
cluded. Two blocks from down-
town. Parking. Available now! 
Call (515)249-8042.

ROOMMATE
WANTED

BEDROOM in ranch style home. 
Close to medical campus. 
Non-smoking. (309)368-5699.

$400/ everything included. Pets 
welcome. Dishwasher, W/D, 
deck, high speed, satellite, park-
ing. matthew-heath@uiowa.edu

ROOMMATE
WANTED

NICE room for rent immediately. 
Roommate needed for a nice 
honest guy. $297.50 H/W paid. 
Corner of Melrose and Mormon 
Trek. Call Matt (610)573-8310.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
MALE

TWO roommates wanted to 
share three bedroom house with 
puppy. $450/ month all utilities 
included on bus route. 
(630)940-4103.

TWO bedroom, private parking, 
close to campus. $450/ month. 
Call (417)499-1462.

SUBLET bedroom and private 
bathroom in five bedroom apart-
ment. 601 S.Gilbert St. Parking 
included. $410/ month includes 
H/W. Available December 23. 
(641)330-8343.

ROOMMATE WANTED
FEMALE

$352/ month. H/W paid. Free 
parking and January rent. Two 
other female roommates. Laun-
dry on-site. Available immedi-
ately. (515)293-0208.

JANUARY 1st
1-3 roommates needed to share 
a 2-year old townhouse. $500 in-
cludes all utilities and parking. 
Call (708)638-6044.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
FEMALE

ROOM FOR RENT to graduate 
student. Private home, just north 
of I-80 off Hwy. 1. Furnished, 
use of kitchen, laundry, utilities 
paid. $220/ month. Available 
now.  Please call Ann or Jim 
(319)351-5731.

PRIVATE room on busline with 
shared bathroom and kitchen. 
Free parking, on-site laundry, 
utilities, cable. Less than one 
mile from campus. $275/ month. 
Call (319)337-8665.

LARGE room on S.Johnson. 
Quiet, A/C, non-smoking, no 
pets. Refrigerator. Parking. After 
6pm, (319)354-2221.

LARGE sunny room. Hardwood 
floors, close-in, kitchen privi-
leges. Quiet responsible person. 
No pets. No smoking, refer-
ences. $300- $350. 
(319)354-0386; (319)331-5071.

FURNISHED, across from medi-
cal, dental  complex in private 
home. $375. (319)337-5156

FURNISHED room in fully fur-
nished house with 2 female grad 
students. $310. 
Leah: (319)930-0293.

AVAILABLE now. Dorm style 
rooms, $235- $245/ month, wa-
ter paid. Call (319)354-2233 for 
showings.

ROOM FOR RENT

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

PROMPT JUNK CAR 
REMOVAL. Call 338-7828.

AUTO PARTS

WANTED!
Used/ wrecked/ unwanted
foreign cars/ trucks/ vans.
(660)341-1612.

AUTO FOREIGN

WANTED! Used or wrecked 
cars, trucks or vans. Quick esti-
mates and removal. 
(319)679–2789.

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

** SPRING BREAK WEBSITE!
4 & 7 night trips. Low  prices 
guaranteed. Group discounts for 
8+. Book 20 people, get 3 free 
trips! Campus reps needed. 
www.StudentCity.com
or 1-800-293-1445.

SPRING BREAK
FUN

SKI COLORADO
Dillon Colorado 
Condo sleeps 6 

January 26- February 2.
$800 

(319)248-3119.

TRAVEL &
ADVENTURE

Moy Yat Ving Tsun Kung Fu.
(319)339-1251

HEALTH &
FITNESS

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
338-4357

MATTRESS set, full size,
P-top brand new, still in pkg.
Sell for $100. (319)551-6130.

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

MATTRESS Set $125
A queen size set, orthopedic
plush. New, unused, still in
plastic. (319)551-6130.

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

MOVING OUT?
Two guys with two trucks will 
help you move. Affordable, 
reliable, fast, and fun.
(319)341-3497 or
(319)400-7684, leave message.

MOVING

U STORE ALL Self Storage
Individual units from
5’x10’ to 20’x20’.
Concrete buildings, steel doors.
Visit us online:
www.ustoreall.com
(319)337-3506.

16X30 Commercial Condo Units 
1610 Willow Creek Drive, IC 
$325. (319)358-6911.

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available: 
5x10, 10x20, 10x30.
354-2550, 354-1639

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. 319-351-3562.

PETS

THE DAILY IOWAN 
CLASSIFIEDS MAKE CENTS!!

335-5784      335-5785
Rm. E131 Adler Journalism



12:30 p.m. News from China-Beijing (in
Chinese) 
1 A Prairie Lights Reading from the UITV
Archives, Andrew Nagorski
2 News from Germany (in German)
3 “Live from Prairie Lights,” Shalom Aus-
lander
4 “Know the Score,” November 2007
6 Fine Arts Performances at the UI 
6:30 Coach Lisa Bluder’s Weekly News

Conference
7 “Live from Prairie Lights,” Shalom Aus-
lander
8 Pigs and Public Health-Overview of
Selected Zoonotic Diseases of Swine
9:30 News from Daily Iowan TV
10 The Very Best Student Video of 2007
10:30 News from Daily Iowan TV
11 “Live from Prairie Lights,” Shalom Aus-
lander

today’s events 
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Want to see your super special event appear here?
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the ledge
”— Vince Hernandez, the chairman of the American Red

Cross of Central Oklahoma. More than 90,000 homes and
businesses remained without power Monday, more than a

week after an ice storm battered Oklahoma.

“

Across

1 Scores, as a
victory, with “up”

7 Blunted blade

11 Hipster

14 Door sign

15 Fancy club
trophies

16 Pale ___

17 Mongol horde,
e.g.

18 Romantic
goings-on

20 “Rose is a rose
is a rose is a
rose” writer

21 Clinton cabinet
member

22 Poetic land

23 Tupperware sale
event

25 Takes a turn

26 City limits sign
abbr.

27 Dept. of Labor
agcy.

29 N.L. Central
team

32 Society column
word

34 Erie Canal city

38 What 18-, 23-,
55- and 63-
Across each
comprises

43 Early time to rise

44 Mahmoud
Abbas’s grp.

45 Pro-gun org.

46 Catches Z’s

49 Star pitchers

52 Chorus after a
bad call

55 Catching cold?

60 Annika
Sorenstam’s org.

61 Fraternity letters

62 Good-looker

63 Cockpit datum

65 Whodunit plot
element

66 Vane dir.
67 “You lookin’

___?”
68 Spring bloomers
69 ___ Moines
70 North Sea

feeder
71 When many

stores open

Down
1 Don’t go

together
2 Must
3 It means “Go

with God”
4 Act as a go-

between
5 Boarding site
6 Sound of a leak
7 Calculus pioneer
8 Chop-chop
9 Embassy figures

10 Suffix with
Brooklyn

11 Where “Aida”
premiered

12 Jude Law title
role

13 Many Justin
Timberlake fans

19 Smooth,
musically

21 Was incoherent
24 “All the King’s

Men” star, 2006
28 Important airport
29 They cross aves.
30 ___-night

double-header

31 Deli delicacy

33 Eerie ability

35 Novelist Fleming

36 N.B.A. position:
Abbr.

37 “___ friend, I …”

39 Toto’s home

40 “___ Believer”

41 Five Norse kings

42 Points that may
have rays

47 Lab tubes

48 Intrigue

50 Debutante’s date

51 Confined

52 Short on flavor

53 Say one’s piece

54 Shrek’s ilk

56 Pillow filler

57 Answer to
“Who’s there?”

58 David of Pink
Panther movies

59 Foie gras
sources

64 Pony up

65 “Mamma ___!”

Puzzle by Richard Chisholm

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45
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60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71
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We’ve had people using generators who ran out of
money for fuel to operate the generators.

MATT GORMAN

This column reflects the opinion of the
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or
the University of Iowa.

horoscopes Wednesday, December 19, 2007
— by Eugenia Last

For complete TV listings and program guides, check out
Arts and Entertainment at dailyiowan.com.

UITV schedule 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): A little emotional manipulation will get you well on your way.
Look for last-minute items for others, and make sure there is a purpose, meaning, or edu-
cational connotation to this gesture. It will help to show your support.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You will receive something worth more than you first realize.
Someone who has been watching out for you will do something of benefit for you in the new
year. Do something special for the people you count on most throughout the year.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You will realize what you can do to make some positive moves
and changes before year’s end. Talk to people who are knowledgeable about finances and
long-term investments. Contribute to something that will grow in value.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Aggressively help the less fortunate, and you will meet some-
one who will influence your future. A love relationship can be developed further and
changed, or a new one can be started. An original way of looking at something you do well
will lead to talks and negotiations.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Both professional and personal moves should be considered. Get
out and have some fun with people you know can help you out of a bad situation.
Networking will open doors for you during the early part of next year.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Ignore the complaints and criticism. You can make a decision
that will send you in the right direction vocationally and geographically. Change is leading to
a more suitable situation, so don’t fear it.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You will hit the big time with your original way of pleasing the
people around you. Spending time with friends, neighbors, or someone you love will lead to
the potential for a serious partnership. Travel plans should be in the works.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Tidy up paperwork, and prepare for what’s to come in the new
year. Preparing for a new enterprise will give you a good head start when the time is right.
Someone you respect will set you straight.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Fun should be the name of the game; travel, adventure,
and thrills will be within reach. A secret encounter may be enticing — but be careful not to
mess up, or you may have to pay for your lack of discretion.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You can have a solid feel of what’s possible to achieve next
year. Put your plans down on paper, or present your ideas to someone who can help you
along. Plant the seed, and watch it grow.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Don’t be fooled by what someone says or does. Go to the
source, and find out for yourself. The more you do to establish your position in a group or
organization you belong to, the greater your chance of heading things up in the new year.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Don’t think that you can walk away, leaving things unfinished.
With a little added effort and some creative accounting, you can sit in a perfect position. Fix
up your surroundings, or prepare for an event you are hosting.

Daily Break

CAN’T GET ENOUGH SUDOKU?
CHECK OUT DAILYIOWAN.COM FOR MORE PUZZLES

• Story Time for Preschoolers, 10 a.m.,
North Liberty Community Center, 520 W. Cherry

• Preschool Story Time, 10:30 a.m., Iowa
City Public Library, 123 S. Linn

• Advent/Christmas Organ Recital,
organist Jin-ah Yoo, noon, First United
Methodist Church, 214 E. Jefferson

• Holiday Concert, Tipton High School
Choir, noon, UIHC Colloton Pavilion Atrium

• Organ Recital, Ruth Hurlburt, noon, St.
Mark’s Methodist Church, 2675 E. Washington

• Baha’i Campus Association Tranquility
Zone, 2-4 p.m., 345 IMU

• Biochemistry Seminar Series, “Phos-
phatidylinositol 3, 4-bisphosphate: A Lipid
with Unexpected Link to Neurodegenera-
tive Disease,” 2 p.m., 2117 Medical Education
and Biomedical Research Facility

• Cross-Country Ski Waxing and 

Maintenance Clinic, 6 p.m., Touch the Earth
Outdoor Rental, Hawkeye Tennis and Recre-
ation Complex

• Rose Funeral, 6 p.m., Picador, 330 E.
Washington

• Free Pool, 7 p.m., Nickelodeon, 907 Second
St., Coralville

• A Christmas Carol, 7:30 p.m., Old Cream-
ery Theatre, 622 46th Ave., Amana

• Wild Strawberries, 7 p.m., Bijou
• All-Night Study at the IMU, Open 24

Hours For Studying, free Java House Coffee,
8 p.m., Free Rockstar & Snacks, midnight, IMU

• The Bubble, 9 p.m., Bijou
• Karaoke Night, 9:30 p.m., Saloon, 112 E.

College
• The Jam, 10 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Holidays with the Voices, 2:30 p.m.,

Senior Center, 28 S. Linn

COUSCOUS TO COO OVER

Campus channel 4, cable channel 17

Whitney Wright/The Daily Iowan
Lisa Perez, a co-owner of Mama’s Deli & Catering, serves up some couscous during the lunch hour on
Tuesday. Lisa and Kevin Perez are the past owners of One Twenty Six. 

Think  you’re pretty funny? Prove it.
The Daily Iowan is looking for Ledge

writers. You can submit a Ledge at
daily-iowan@uiowa.edu.

If we think it’s good, we’ll run it —
and maybe contact you for more.

Energy-Saving
Tips

• Set your thermostat 
to 33 degrees, and then

unplug your refrigerator.

• Turn off your cell phone
when not talking on it.

• To save money on gas,
buy a horse.

• Ride the bus whenever
you can. If a bus is not

going where you need to
go, drive a bus there.

• Unplug your alarm 
clock at night.

• Turn off the lights 
when entering a room.

If the lights are off,
remove the light bulbs

from the fixtures.

• Do not change the 
channel on your TV — 

it uses a lot of electricity.
Instead, simply turn it 
on and off until there 
is something good on.

• Do not use electric 
pencil sharpeners or
mechanical pencils.

• Only use battery-
powered vibrators.

• Set up a small 
windmill in your 

backyard to convert 
wind into electricity.

• Harness the power 
of your pets — instead 
of taking your dog for 
a walk, put it in one of

those giant hamster 
wheels that generate 

electricity. Those 
actually exist, right? 

• Similarly, instead 
of burning wood for 
heat, use your cat.

— Matt Gorman does not 
recommend any of these things.

E-mail him at:
matthew-j-gorman@uiowa.edu.

Got something to say? Send it away! Go to dailyiowan.com to
give a shout-out to a friend or foe. Look for them online and on
the Daily Break page.

Loudest Shouts
• Shout out to the house guest who just won’t leave!
• Show out to Will Smith’s abs and stealing Starry Night.
• Shout out to Amanda for still looking great after all these years!
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