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WASHINGTON — The U.S.
House of Representatives
passed legislation Wednesday
that could reduce recent college
graduates’ debt over the next
five years — an action touted by
Democrats as a much-needed
relief to students struggling to
pay tuition that is rapidly out-
pacing the rate of inflation.

The College Student Relief
Act of 2007 will ultimately
halve the interest rate for feder-
ally subsidized Stafford Loans

from the current 6.8 percent to
3.4 percent by July 2011. Last
year, 7,653 UI students took out
subsidized Stafford Loans;
there were around 5.5 million
nationwide.

“I was able to achieve the
American dream because of leg-
islation similar to the Student
Relief Act,” said Rep. Dave
Loebsack, D-Iowa, as he sup-

ported the measure on the
House floor Wednesday morn-
ing. The Sioux City native had
focused many of his campaign
speeches on how the govern-
ment assisted him after grow-
ing up in poverty.

Interest rates for subsidized
Stafford Loans are at their
highest point since the 2000-01
academic year and up from 3.37

percent just two years ago.
Financial-aid specialists nation-
wide advised borrowers to con-
solidate loans and lock in a
lower interest rate before last
July’s rate hike went into effect.

Statistics show that UI grad-
uates are leaving college with
more debt. Fifty-eight percent of
graduates in the 2004-05 school
year left the university with
debt, according to Thomson
Peterson’s Undergraduate
Financial Aid and Undergradu-
ate Databases.

‘It’s not like
we can wave

a magic
wand and

make a new
jail appear.’

— Lonny Pulkrabek, Johnson
County sheriff

LEARN MORE ABOUT 
OVERFLOW AT THE JAIL,

CHECK OUT DITV ON CABLE
CHANNEL 17, CAMPUS 4, 

OR ONLINE AT
WWW.DAILYIOWAN.COM.

BY EMILEIGH BARNES
THE DAILY IOWAN

A recent National Institute of
Corrections analysis of Johnson
County’s perennially packed jail
may help the public understand
the need for a better facility in
Iowa City, Johnson County
Sheriff Lonny Pulkrabek said
on Wednesday.

And county officials are hope-
ful of finally finding a solution
that could ease the facility’s
overcrowding.

The report, whose completed
version won’t be available for
about two months, said the jail
must make some serious
changes to bring security up to
par.

An influx of inmates has
plagued the 511 S. Capitol St.

correctional facility for years.
Because the comprehensive jus-
tice system analysis of the jail
shed light on “serious” prob-
lems, Pulkrabek said, he hopes
Johnson County residents will
be receptive to a new facility,
even though they rejected
building a new jail with a vote
of nearly 70 percent in 2000.

“I think [the report] will con-
tinue to educate the public on
the growing need” for a jail, the
sheriff said. “It’s not like we can
wave a magic wand and make a
new jail appear.”

The analysis found “serious”
issues with the facility’s book-
ing room, the small window on
the door to one of its cell blocks,
and its video-surveillance 
system, Pulkrabek said.

Also, because of the jail’s
bloated population, the county
could be held liable in a lawsuit
if an inmate were attacked, he
said.

The Johnson County Board of
Supervisors has sent proposals
to several firms that could do
site analyses for a new facility,
he said, adding that county offi-
cials have supported further
studies of a new building.

The firms would look at no
fewer than three potential
building sites around Iowa City,
said Supervisor Rod Sullivan.
The sites include land around
the Courthouse, former county
farm land west of Iowa City,
and any other options they
think would be good.
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BY MASON KERNS
THE DAILY IOWAN

To qualify for rape, mutilation, or murder at the
hands of the Janjaweed militia in Sudan’s Darfur
region, one need only be “African.”

Arbitrary in essence, this distinction classifies
Darfur civilians, who aren’t “Arabs” like those
wielding power in Sudan, as non-humans.

These conditions, which eerily mirror those that
fostered the 1994 Rwandan genocide, forced Darfur
refugees and now-Des Moines residents Mohamed
Abdalla, Anwar Elnour, and Abdelmagid Yousif to
flee the country in the midst of government-backed
ethnic cleansing.

But details of the Darfuris’ plight accounted for
only half of their lecture to a small-but-informed
crowd in 343 IMU on Wednesday. The other half
was more poignant: If the United States or the
United Nations do not act swiftly, Darfur will cease
to exist.

The refugees’ emotional tales and pleas for inter-
national intervention were part of a discussion on
Darfur hosted by the Graduate Social Work Stu-
dent Association, coinciding with the UI’s celebra-
tion of Martin Luther King Jr. Human Rights
Week. The timing was fitting, considering that an
oft-quoted King mantra, “Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere,” evolved into the
event’s theme.

Elnour, 40, spoke of how he doctored his name to
obtain a passport so he could leave Darfur before
the war escalated.

“If you’re in Darfur, and you don’t have a gun and
you’re not from the Janjaweed, they do whatever
they want to you,” he said, noting that in 1992,
there were 9 million people in Darfur, which occu-
pies a Texas-sized plot of land in western Sudan.
Now, there are 3 million. “We need to call on the
international community, or there’s not going to be
anybody left.”

The Janjaweed — Arab fighters commissioned by
the Sudanese government to attack non-Arab Dar-
furis — have killed between 260,000 and 450,000
civilians, according to estimates by human-rights
groups. Hordes of Darfuri women are continually
subject to gang rape and robbery, and the Associated
Press reports that 2.5 million refugees have fled to
other parts of Sudan and to neighboring countries,
most notably Chad.

Study finds flaws in jail
JOHNSON COUNTY JAIL

House acts to lower student-loan interest
‘This is a very important piece of legislation and 

certainly something I support.’
— Mark Warner, UI financial-aid director

SEE LOANS, PAGE 4A

SEE JAILS, PAGE 4A

Trio pleads
for help in

Darfur
‘If you’re in Darfur, and you don’t have a
gun and you’re not from the Janjaweed,

they do whatever they want to you.’
— Anwar Elnour, refugee

SEE DARFUR, PAGE 3A

Brett Slezak/The Daily Iowan
An inmate sleeps in an individual holding cell in the Johnson County Jail on Wednesday. Small windows on cell-block doors are some of the
“serious” problems in the Johnson County Jail, according to a National Institute of Corrections analysis.

The write stuff The Writers’ House and Writing University are
adding to the UI’s reputation as a writer’s haven. 1C
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POLICE BLOTTER
Brian Arnesen, 30, Kalona, was
charged Sunday with possession of
an open container of alcohol in public.
Evan Hudson, 18, 132 Stanley, was
charged Monday with possession of
a controlled substance, possession
of drug paraphernalia, and posses-
sion of a controlled substance with
intent to deliver.

Kevin Johnson, 41, Coralville, was
charged Jan. 30, 2006, with forgery
by check/document and second-
degree theft.
Brian Kirchner, 18, 908 Reinow,
was charged Monday with public
intoxication.
Dejuan Lundy, 19, Marengo, Iowa,
was charged Sunday with warrant

from UI police: fourth-degree theft.
Leo Marlowe, 22, 417 S. Gilbert St.
Apt. 2322, was charged Wednesday
with public intoxication.
Laura Metz, 20, 631 S. Van Buren
St. Apt. 8, was charged Jan. 13 with
public intoxication.
Michael Naughton, 20, 29 W.
Burlington St. Apt. 206, was

charged Jan. 13 with public intoxi-
cation.
Kipton Pedersen, 25, West Branch,
was charged Sunday with public
intoxication.
Charles St. John, 22, 2040
Broadway Apt. F, was charged
Wednesday with second-offense
OWI.

THE DREAM LIVES

BY KELSEY BELTRAMEA
THE DAILY IOWAN

The Iowa Judicial Branch
will soon begin a bidding
process for software providers,
launching the implementation
of a statewide paperless court
system, a state official said
Wednesday.

Likely using a combination
of technology providers, two
unnamed counties in Iowa
will begin testing an electronic
filing system later this year,
said Rebecca Colton, an assis-
tant to the Iowa chief justice.

The proposed system will
not only update state court-
house organization, it will
also expand the depth and
variety of information cur-
rently accessible online. In
addition, the system will con-
tinue to allow those with
Internet capabilities to access
court documents round-the-
clock.

“The efficiency of the com-
puter system has made it a lot
easier for people already who
can access limited records
online,” said Lodema Berkley,
the Johnson County clerk of
court, noting the public’s abili-
ty to pay fines online from
home has already shortened
out-the-door lines at the court-
house.

People can now pay fines,
check child-support payment
records, look up criminal back-

grounds, and read court
schedules online — and pend-
ing the pilot counties’ success —
people will also be able to file
and read comprehensive docu-
ments from wherever they
have Internet access.

The paperless court system
will first advance into the
state appellate courts and will
then be implemented in trial
courts one district at a time
within the next five years.

Chief Justice Marsha Ter-
nus lauded the electronic
data-management system in
her first State of the Judiciary
speech before a joint conven-
tion of the Legislature last
week.

“E-filing means no more
last minute dashes or long
drives to the courthouse to file
papers. Judges, court staff,
lawyers, litigants, and others
will have immediate and
simultaneous access to court
files,” she said. “The pressure
on clerks’ staff to hunt down
files and make copies will van-
ish.”

And so will all the paper.
When the system is

employed, people will scan
documents at the court house
or send them electronically,
so tangible paper copies will
not be kept for records.

“I don’t think there’s any
way to quantify the amount of
paper it will  eliminate,
because courthouses are over-

flowing with papers that go
back 100 years or more,”
Colton said.

Some courthouses have
already begun to scan back-
dated cases and save them in
disc form, but many still have
leased warehouses in which
paper files are stored, the 20-
year chief justice assistant
said.

In Iowa, the proposed elec-
tronic system will only apply
to cases initiated after the
paperless method is imple-
mented.

And computers won’t
replace the number of clerks
needed in each office, because
employees will be necessary
for data entry and assisting
the “not-so-computer-literate”
members of the public,
Berkley said.

“It’s probably going to be a
test on everybody there for a
while,” said Berkley, who
served on a five-member state
committee to study the system
and draft logistic rules to
accompany it.

The committee presented
the rules to the high court
last fall , and opened the
forum for public comment last
week, joining a handful of
states readying for the tech-
nological advancement.

Colorado civil cases are
paperless, and Wisconsin
recently began a similar pilot
two-county program.

Wisconsin court informa-
tion officer Tom Sheehan said
that state’s pilot project, limited
to a few law firms’ small
claims cases, has been “very 
successful.”

Though Berkley anticipates
plenty of initial roadblocks,
she is optimistic.

“I do think in the long run,
we’ll find it a lot easier filing
in the office, and the people
who are literate when it
comes to computers will be
able to do the majority of their
work sitting at a computer at
home or at work.”
E-mail DI reporter Kelsey Beltramea at:

kelsey-beltramea@uiowa.edu

Student charged in
drug bust 

UI police have arrested a student
after they said he sold marijuana in a
residence-hall room in November
2006.

An informant reportedly testified
that Nicholas Morrone, 18, had
made two sales of the drug in 2530
Burge, according to a police com-
plaint dated Dec. 12, 2006.

Morrone allegedly sold the mari-
juana to an occupant of the Burge
room, officers said. Police reported
the buyer then called Morrone back
to the hall so that the informant
could also purchase drugs, 

police said.
The freshman from Illinois was

listed in the UI directory as a stu-
dent in the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences and living in 1323
Burge.

Morrone now faces serious mis-
demeanor charges of drug unlawful
gathering.

Drug unlawful gathering is
defined as someone who “did pro-
mote, sponsor, or aid, or assist in
the sponsoring or promoting of a
meeting … or assemblage with the
knowledge or intent that a con-
trolled substance be there distrib-
uted, used, or possessed.”

— by Emileigh Barnes

Area man charged
with forgery 

Iowa City police have charged a
Coralville man with forgery after
they said he altered a series of
receipts at Orscheln Farm and Home
and took illegal cash refunds.

Officers said Kevin Johnson, 41,
would take receipts, forge customer
names on them, forge a clerk’s sig-
nature on the receipt, and take cash
from the register for the faked
refund. In total, he pilfered more
than $4,000, police said.

Johnson, who was a manager at
the business, forged documents
numerous times between January

2006 and December 2006, accord-
ing to a police complaint dated Jan.
16.

Police said Johnson later told offi-
cers he had taken the money to pay
medical bills. He also told officers he
had come up with the customer
names looking in a phone book,
authorities said.

Police said at least five customers
and clerks verified they had not
signed the receipts.

Johnson now faces a Class D
felony charge of forgery and a Class
D felony charge of second-degree
theft.

— by Emileigh Barnes

Brett Slezak/The Daily Iowan
UI junior Barrington Vaxter reads the “I have a dream” speech as part of the Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration of Life in Shambaugh
Auditorium on Wednesday. The presentation was a part of the UI Human Rights Week 2007.

LEARN MORE AND
COMMENT ABOUT
THE ELECTRONIC
FILING SYSTEM
• Log on to
www.judicial.state.ia.us/Suprem
e_Court/Orders/.
• Pick up copies of the pro-
posed rules and committee
commentary at the office of the
clerk of the Supreme Court.
• Submit comments online by
May 1 to
rules.comment@jb.state.ia.us.

Courts eye paperless system
By 2013, state officials expect all Iowa court documents to be online
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Several peace deals brokered
by the United Nations and
United States — between the
Sudanese government and
some, but not all, of the rebel
factions fighting against the
Janjaweed — have failed to
stabilize the region or stop the
bloodshed, media reports from
the region reveal. Aid workers
in the area hope a recent
cease-fire signed by the gov-
ernment and a faction of the
Sudan Liberation Army will
end the violence that emerged
in 2003 from the North/South
civil war.

Elnour, who like Yousif lived
in a Darfuri village on the bor-
der of Chad, was fortunate
enough to bring his wife with
him to Des Moines. Abdalla
and Yousif had to come alone.

“I try to call my family
whenever I can, but the gov-
ernment, I think, shuts the
cell-phone network on and off,”
Yousif said.

A few weeks ago, Yousif said,
he received a call from his family

saying the Janjaweed had come
to his house at 4 a.m. and took
his family’s money, jewelry, and
cell phone. Luckily, his loved
ones were spared.

But many Darfuris aren’t so
lucky.

Joelle Osterhaus and Sarah
Traeger, the social-work
group’s co-chairwomen, and
treasurer Andrea Folsom
relayed some of the region’s
atrocities to an attentive audi-

ence through a detailed pres-
entation and video featuring a
U.S. Marine’s firsthand
accounts.

The women in internally dis-
placed-persons camps risk rape
every time they leave to search
for much-needed food and sup-
plies, Traeger said. But they go
willingly; if their husbands run
across a soldier of the Janjaweed,
they will likely be castrated, then
murdered. That families must

choose sexual assault over emas-
culation and murder is horrifying,
she said.

Osterhaus said the driving
force behind holding the forum
was to devote much-needed
attention to the Darfur 
conflict, since the U.S. and
international media have
failed in their roles. The
event’s press release noted
that during June 2005 — two
years into the war — the major

television networks devoted 50
times more airtime to the
Michael Jackson scandal than

to the Darfur genocide.
E-mail DI reporter Mason Kerns at:

mason-kerns@uiowa.edu
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Three refugees for the troubled area recount atrocities at the hands of the Janjaweed

DARFUR 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Refugees ask for intervention in Darfur

Ed Bornstein/The Daily Iowan
Concerned students and citizens watch a movie about the genocide in Darfur, Sudan, on Wednesday
evening at the IMU. Three Sudanese refugees from Darfur spoke at the event, sharing their experiences
and stressing the importance of saving Darfur before there are no people left.

‘I try to call my family
whenever I can, but 
the government, I 

think, shuts the cell-
phone network 

on and off.’
— Abdelmagid Yousif, refugee

Ed Bornstein/The Daily Iowan
Sudanese refugee Anwar Elnour speaks in the IMU on Wednesday
evening about his experience with the genocide in Darfur, Sudan.
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While that’s
only 2 percent
more in debt
than 2000-01,
the average debt
per UI graduate
rose by more
than $4,000 in
that same time
period.

Though a
majority of GOP
representatives
voted for the measure — which
reduces interest rates by .68 per-
cent every year — many objected
to the bill before doing so.

“How can a reduction in stu-
dent-loan interest rates make
college more affordable when the
students do not feel the effects
until they have left school?”
asked Iowa Rep. Tom Latham in
a floor speech, voicing a heavily
emphasized Republican argu-
ment that the legislation will not
expand access of college to more
people but simply make it easier
on those who are already in
school.

Though he eventually voted for
the bill, Latham also criticized
Democrats for not allowing any
amendments and not involving
House Republicans — a common
complaint among GOP lawmak-
ers during the first 100 hours of
the 110th Congress.

Critics also contended that the
bill, which expires in January
2012, will only keep interest rates
at 3.4 percent for six months.

The White House also voiced
disapproval of the bill but did not
go as far as promising to veto the
measure.

To pay for the rate cuts, the
government would increase fees
to lenders who supply private
subsidized Stafford Loans and
only reimburse 95 percent of
defaulted loans.

“There ought to be a net invest-
ment in higher education; we
shouldn’t just be shifting money
around,” said Tom Joyce, a
spokesman for Sallie Mae, one of
the nation’s largest subsidized
Stafford lenders.

Though UI students who take
out subsidized Stafford Loans deal
with the federal government’s
direct-loan program, not compa-
nies, the increased costs to private
lenders would have to be passed
on to borrowers because of “razor-
thin”margins on student loans.

Joyce also argued, as many
Republicans did, that the bill’s $6
billion budget would be better
spent on increasing funding for
Pell Grants.

But Mark Warner, the UI’s
financial-aid director, said that
while Pell Grants should be raised
to make college affordable for
more students, interest rates for
loans also need to be reduced.

“This is a very important piece
of legislation and certainly some-
thing I support,” he said. “We will
have students who otherwise
would not have chosen to go into
graduate or professional study
because they’re not worrying
about their undergraduate loans
as much.”

Aides to the Senate Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions — of which Sen. Tom
Harkin, D-Iowa, is a member —
said the Senate is likely to first
address the legislation in a Jan.25
hearing on higher education.

Loebsack said he also wants to
increase funding for Pell Grants,
and as one of 10 Democratic fresh-
men on the House Committee on
Education and Labor,he will have
a front seat in the legislative
debate over financial-aid issues.

“This is only the beginning,” he
told The Daily Iowan after the
vote. “This is a down payment.”

E-mail DI correspondent Dean Treftz at:
dean-treftz@uiowa.edu

LOANS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

“I think there’s been a lot of
assumption made that the
location of the courthouse is
the best bet,” Sullivan said.
“I’m just not sure. I’m anxious
to see an outside opinion.”

Carol deProsse, a Johnson
County resident who opposed
the 2000 bond for a new jail,
has said the “huge, mega-bed
facility” wasn’t accessible to

family or friends of inmates
because of its proposed loca-
tion in western Iowa City.

In 2001, officials resorted to
shipping inmates to other
facilities, a process that is
both time-consuming and
expensive.

In the five years that John-
son County has housed local
inmates in Linn County’s jail,
it has paid the facility more
than $1.7 million. Often, the
cost of housing people else-

where can exceed $1,000 each
day.

Other inmates are sent to
correctional facilities in Ben-
ton, Cedar, Dubuque, Iowa,
Jefferson, and Muscatine
Counties.

Pulkrabek has said a new
facility could cost $25 million,
paid for — at least in part —
with tax increases.

E-mail DI reporter Emileigh Barnes at:
emily-a-barnes@uiowa.edu

JAILS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Issues faced by the current facility include a problematic jail block and a
video-surveillance system that needs updating

Report details jail problemsHouse moves
on loan rates

Loebsack
representative

Brett Slezak/The Daily Iowan
A communal room sits outside the cells in the overcrowded Johnson County Jail on Wednesday. Johnson County residents rejected 
building a new jail in 2000.

 



NEWS
The Daily Iowan - Iowa City, Iowa - Thursday, January 18, 2007 - 5A

BY MATT NELSON
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A state senator called for Gov.
Chet Culver to clean house in
the Board of Regents on
Wednesday, declaring the move
necessary for a successful UI
presidential search.

Sen. Brad Zaun, R-Urban-
dale, pushed for the resignation
of each regent while on the floor
of the Senate on Wednesday, cit-
ing a host of reasons — including
what he called “out-of-control”
hotel and travel expenses, secre-
cy from the public, and the
board’s flawed procedure of
selecting a president.

“I’m asking, ‘Where’s the
oversight?’ ” he said on Wednes-
day night. “It is a totally flawed
process. How can we recruit the
best person to be the president of
the university with the history of
what happened with the Board
of Regents?”

His remarks were the latest
development in the search to
replace former UI President
David Skorton — a process that
has been marred by controver-
sy.

The first search committee,
whose four finalists for UI presi-
dent were rejected by regents,
was disbanded in November
2006, leading to outcry among
faculty, staff, and students.

After regents announced on

Dec. 7 they would relaunch the
search, UI groups responded
with votes of “no-confidence” in
the nine-member board. The UI
Faculty Senate voted first on
Dec. 12, and it was quickly
echoed with near-unanimous
votes from the UI Graduate
Senate, Staff Council, and Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences assembly.

The UI Student Government
went a step further by not only
declaring no confidence in the
regents but also in then-Gov.
Tom Vilsack, who had attempted
to mediate between the regents
and UI groups after the search
committee was dissolved.

But UI Faculty Senate Presi-
dent Sheldon Kurtz, an outspo-
ken critic of the regents who
himself asked for Regents
Michael Gartner and Teresa
Wahlert — the two leaders of
the board — to resign, greeted
Zaun’s proposal skeptically.

“With four [regents] going, I
don’t think there’s a reason for
the entire board to leave,” the
law professor said on Wednes-
day, emphasizing that the
regents’ leadership is what
needs to change. “There are
costs to having a whole new
Board of Regents.”

Zaun said his call for change
was not related to the actions
taken by the faculty and staff
or the university and its gov-
ernance structure.

“I want to find the best pres-
ident for the University of
Iowa, and I think with all this
history, we cannot find the
best candidate,” he said. “That
is why I’m advocating a
change in the Board of
Regents.”

Regent Amir Arbisser point-
ed out the benefits of the
regent system and asked state
lawmakers for a “measured
response.”

Most of the regents would be
willing to sit down with law-
makers to open the lines of
communication, the Daven-
port-based regent said.

“I can certainly understand
the frustration of legislators
with the situation,” he said. “I
think [replacing the board] is
not an optimal outcome.”

E-mail DI reporter Matt Nelson at:
matthew-s-nelson@uiowa.edu

Culver
governor

Zaun
senator

State senator: All
regents must go

A state senator calls for gubernatorial intervention in fix-
ing the state Board of Regents

 



BY KURT HIATT
THE DAILY IOWAN

A new bill in a Iowa Senate
subcommittee that — if
passed — would require all
high-school students to take
the ACT before they graduate
has some Iowa City School
District officials up in arms.

Some local educational offi-
cials say they have a problem
holding each student to a
standardized test they may
not need to succeed in the
future.

“The operative word [in the
proposal] is ‘all,’ ” said Pam
Ehly, the district’s director of
instruction. “Not all of our
students will  be 
college-bound.”

Sen. Paul McKinley, R-
Chariton, who introduced the
legislation earlier this ses-
sion, lauded the ACT data as
invaluable in gauging how
well students will do in the
real world.

Galen Johnson, an assistant
vice president and regional
manager for ACT’s Midwest
region, said the Iowa City-
based testing agency “would
definitely support” the legisla-
tion. Ehly’s contention that
not all students are headed
toward higher education is an
outdated reasoning, he said.

“It’s an argument that was
used 15 years ago,” he said.
“In the world as we see it
today, virtually every student
needs to transition to the
workplace.”

And the way they should do
this, he added, is through 
college.

Under the proposal, each
school district would foot the
bill but would later be reim-
bursed by the state Depart-
ment of Education. Students

would be allowed one free
test, and the score would be
added to her or his permanent
academic record, according to
the bill.

If all 157,322 Iowa high-
school students in 2005-06
were to take the test at a price
of $43 per exam, the state’s
cost would total $6,764,846. In
2006, 65 percent of Iowans
took the ACTs, according to
the testing agency.

Ehly said the ACT is not
required for entrance to most
community colleges and that
the state shouldn’t force stu-
dents with special needs or
those with no interest in a tra-
ditional four-year school to
take the test.

The proposed requirement,
however, could open doors to
students who hadn’t previous-
ly considered college as a post-
high school option, she said.

And that’s what it did in
Illinois, Johnson said. The
neighboring state, which
passed a similar bill in 2000,
has seen a 20 percent increase
in college-bound students, he
said.

“Kids were in the game,”
Johnson said. “They were part
of the process. Students are
realizing there is a choice.
[The requirement in Illinois]
gives them a little better

opportunity.”
But West High School Prin-

cipal Jerry Arganbright said
he believes students can
decide on their own whether
they want to take the exam.

“There’s no need for another
comprehensive testing pro-
gram,” he said, adding that
West High students are
already “in tune and in the
loop” regarding their postsec-
ondary choices. “I can’t imag-
ine we miss anyone.”

Meanwhile, Dan Smith, the
executive director for the
School Administrators of
Iowa, said the organization
has not taken an official
stance on the bill.

Though he sees both sides of
the argument, he said, he
remains wary about the cost
to the state and questions
whether the ACT requirement
would help high school 
students.

Before anything becomes
final, the bill “needs more
study to understand its
impact,” Smith said.

Students can dodge the
requirement if they have a
guardian-written excuse.

E-mail DI reporter Kurt Hiatt at:
kurtis-hiatt@uiowa.edu
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Requiring all high-school students to take the ACT could be helpful but unnecessary, some officials say
‘Kids were in the game.
They were part of the
process. Students are 

realizing there is a choice.
[The requirement in

Illinois] gives them a little
better opportunity.’

— Galen Johnson, assistant
vice president

and regional manager for
ACT’s Midwest region

ACT requirement not needed, some say NATION
Suit: Kuwaiti 
diplomat enslaved
help

McLEAN, Va. (AP) — A Kuwaiti
diplomat and his wife regularly
beat and abused three domestic
workers who were kept under con-
ditions akin to slavery for months
before they escaped, according to
a civil lawsuit filed Wednesday.

The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District
Court in Washington on behalf of
the workers by the American Civil
Liberties Union, also names the
Kuwaiti government as a defen-
dant for enabling the alleged
abuse carried out by its employee.

The lawsuit claims violations of
labor laws, anti-trafficking laws,
and the 13th Amendment, which
prohibits slavery. It states that the
couple used diplomatic immunity
to avoid criminal charges.

The three women, originally from
India, said they came to the United
States in the summer of 2005 to work
as domestic help for Maj. Waleed Al
Saleh, an embassy attache, and his
wife, Maysaa Al Omar.

The lawsuit alleges they were
subject to physical abuse —
including death threats and a
beating with a box of frozen
chicken — and only given a frac-
tion of their promised monthly
wages of $1,280.

The workers were also only
allowed out of the McLean home
once a month and had their pass-
ports seized, the lawsuit says. The
couple also demanded that all their
laundry be ironed — including
underwear — and that their year-
old triplets’ diapers be changed
every two hours, soiled or not.

The women said in the lawsuit
they were afraid they would be
killed if they fled the home. One
escaped in October 2005 to the
home of a neighbor, who called
police. The two other women fled
a few months later.

“I was scared of my employers
and believed that if I ran away or
sought help they would harm me
or maybe even kill me,” said
Kumari Sabbithi, who fled in
October after allegedly being
knocked unconscious in a beating.

 



BY EMILEIGH BARNES
THE DAILY IOWAN

Counterfeiters, most likely
experienced and just passing
through the state, have
struck at least three Iowa
cities and flooded the market
with fake $50 bills, Iowa City
police reported Wednesday.

So far, somewhere between
12 and 18 fakes have been
identified in Iowa City and
Coralville. Businesses that
have been targeted include
Hollywood Video, Cost Cut-
ters, Mr. Movies, and several
stores in the Coral Ridge
Mall.

“This isn’t somebody who’s
just doing this on a whim,”
Iowa City police Sgt. Troy Kel-
say said, noting the quality of
the fabricated cash.

For instance, the fakes
were created by bleaching a
real $5 bill and printing a
fake $50 on top of it, making
it virtually indistinguishable
from a real note.

Serial numbers identified
on several counterfeit notes
in the area are
EG15548770B and
GB318521A.

Authorities say the best
way to identify a fake is to
check the watermark by
holding the note up to a
light. The watermarked face
on the right side of a bill
printed from cash that has
been bleached wouldn’t
match the printed face.

The counterfeits  “ look
good,” Kelsay said. “They cer-
tainly feel good.”

Printed on bleached legal
tender, they also have the
same blue and red security
threads, he said.

Hillary Kehm, a shift man-
ager at Hollywood Video,
said she and her manager
both received counterfeit
money from customers.

“It felt  funny to me, so
after the guy left, I looked at
it again,” Kehm said, adding

that her manager then called
the police.

Now, Kehm said she looks
at large bills closer to ensure
they’re real.

“I  hold them up to the
light,” she said. She isn’t
afraid to let customers know
she’s checking the money’s
validity, she said.

Although the department
has seen other counterfeiting
cases, catching seasoned
criminals passing through
Iowa City would be difficult,
Kelsay said.

“It isn’t local; they aren’t
just amateurish,” he said. “I
wouldn’t be surprised if they
were already out of  the
area.”

By the time video surveil-
lance is pulled, the criminals
will most likely be long gone,
and positively identifying
those responsible would be
unlikely, Kelsay said.

Law-enforcement officials
may pass on this information
to U.S. Treasury officials,
who could potentially build a
larger, federal case, he said.

He advised anyone who
gets a $50 bill to check the
watermark. If  it  doesn’t

match the picture on the bill,
Kelsay said, cashiers should
contact police, but only if
they can do so without creat-
ing a potentially dangerous
altercation with whoever
passed the bill.

Kelsay said the most com-
mon bill that the department
sees forged is $20, but with
prices of  gas and other
expenses on the rise, the bill
of choice may become higher.
Criminals will usually try to
purchase a small item with
the large bill, profiting on
the change, he said.

Dubuque and Coralville
police — who are also inves-
tigating counterfeit cases —
did not return phone calls for
comment on Wednesday.
E-mail DI reporter Emileigh Barnes at:

emily-a-barnes@uiowa.edu
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BY MIKE GLOVER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DES MOINES — Lawmak-
ers vowed Wednesday to pour
an additional $1 million into a
program that provides assis-
tance to veterans wanting to
buy a home.

During 2006, the program
provided $2 mil l ion in
assistance to veterans who
were first-time home-buy-
ers. The additional money
being sought this year will
help  keep the program
alive.

“This is about keeping the
commitments we have made
to veterans,” said Sen. Daryl
Beall, D-Fort Dodge, who
heads the Senate Veterans
Committee. “The home buying
program is a success and
these additional dollars will
keep it in operation.

Under the program, veter-
ans who have served since the
9/11 terrorist attacks are eli-
gible for a direct grant of
$5,000 when they purchase
their first home.

“When you serve overseas,
your life is disrupted in many
ways,” said Rep. McKinley
Bailey, D-Webster City. “Own-
ing a home gives your family
and yourself a real sense of
security.”

Bailey, who served in Iraq
and Afghanistan, is in his first
term in the Legislature.

Sen. Steve Warnstadt, D-
Sioux City, a lieutenant
colonel in the Iowa National

Guard, has crafted many
pieces of legislation dealing
with veterans issues.

“By the end of December
of 2006, 416 service mem-
bers have received home
ownership grants,” he said.
“Fifty-four of those grants
went to families that had
previously resided outside of
Iowa.”

He said the grant program
is a solid way to lure young
families to move into the
state.

“This benefit is helping
encourage young families to
settle in Iowa,” Warnstadt
said.

Under the program, veter-
ans must have served on
active duty at least 90 days,
and the home being pur-
chased must be used as a pri-
mary residence and not an
investment property. Single-
family homes as well as con-
dominiums are eligible for
the benefit.

LOCATIONS FAKE
BILLS HAVE BEEN
CIRCULATED
• Dubuque
• Coralville
• Iowa City
How the counterfeit cash is
made:
• A $5 bill is bleached
• A printer is used to print a
fake $50 onto the paper.

Legislators
back vets’ 
program

Counterfeiters hit area stores

‘This is about keeping 
the commitments we 

have made to veterans.
The home-buying 

program is a 
success and these 

additional dollars will 
keep it in operation.’
— Daryl Beall, senator

Photo illustration Rachel Mummey/The Daily Iowan
Iowa City police have reported between 12 and 18 counterfeit $50 bills have been identified in the
Iowa City and Coralville area.

 



BY LARA JAKES JORDAN
ASSOCIATED PRESSS

WASHINGTON — The Bush
administration has agreed to let
a secret but independent panel
of federal judges oversee the
government’s controversial
domestic spying program, the
Justice Department said on
Wednesday.

In a letter to the leaders of
the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales said the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Court will
have final say in approving
wiretaps placed on people with
suspected terror links.

“Any electronic surveillance
that was occurring as part of the
Terrorist Surveillance Program
will now be conducted subject to
the approval of the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance
Court,” Gonzales wrote in the

two-page letter to Sens. Patrick
Leahy, D-Vt., and Arlen Specter,
R-Pa.

“Accordingly, under these cir-
cumstances, the president has
determined not to reauthorize
the Terrorist Surveillance Pro-
gram when the current authori-
zation expires,” the attorney
general wrote.

The Bush administration
secretly launched the surveil-
lance program in 2001 to moni-
tor international phone calls
and e-mails to or from the 
United States involving people
suspected by the government of
having terrorist links.

The White House said it is
satisfied with new guidelines
the FISA court adopted on Jan.
10 to address administration
officials’ concerns about 
national security.

“The Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court has put

together its guidelines and its
rules and those have met
administration concerns about
speed and agility when it comes
to responding to bits of intelli-
gence where we may to be able
to save American lives,” White
House press secretary Tony
Snow said.

Snow said he could not
explain why those concerns
could not have been addressed
before the program was started.
He said the president will not
reauthorize the present pro-
gram because the new rules will
serve as guideposts.

The secret panel of judges,
known as the FISA court, was
established in the late 1970s to
review requests for warrants to
conduct surveillance inside the
United States. The Bush admin-
istration had resisted giving the
court final approval over the
Terrorist Surveillance Program,

even when communications
involved someone inside the
country.

A federal judge in Detroit last
August declared the program
unconstitutional, saying it vio-
lates the rights to free speech
and privacy and the separation
of powers. In October, a three-
judge panel of the Cincinnati-
based appeals court ruled that
the administration could keep
the program in place while it
appeals the Detroit decision.

Additionally, the Justice
Department’s inspector general
is investigating the agency’s use
of information gathered in the
spying program. In testimony
last fall in front of the Senate
panel, FBI Director Robert
Mueller said he was not allowed
to discuss classified details that
could show whether it has
curbed terrorist activity in the
United States.
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BY MIKE STOBBE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA — The tide has
turned in the nation’s battle
against cancer.

Cancer deaths in the United
States dropped for the second
year in a row, health officials
reported Wednesday, confirming
that the trend is real and
becoming more pronounced, too.

The news was cause for cele-
bration among doctors and
politicians.

“It’s very exciting,” said Dr.
Felice Schnoll-Sussman, a can-
cer physician at New York-Pres-
byterian Hospital/Weill Cornell
Medical Center. “When we saw
the first decline, the number
wasn’t that enormous. But once
you start to see a trend like this,
it obviously makes you feel like,
‘We must be doing something
right.’ ”

Cancer deaths in the U.S. in
2004 fell to 553,888 — a drop-off
of 3,014 deaths, or 0.5 percent,
from the year before, according
to a review of U.S. death certifi-
cates conducted by the National
Center for Health Statistics and
released by the American Can-
cer Society.

Cancer deaths also fell in
2003, the first drop seen since
1930. But that decline was so
small — just 369 deaths — that
experts were hesitant at the
time to say whether it was a tri-
umph of medicine or just a sta-
tistical fluke.

Now, it appears “it’s not only
continuing; the decrease in the
second year is much larger,”
said Ahmedin Jemal, an Ameri-
can Cancer Society researcher.

Experts are attributing the
success to declines in smoking
and to earlier detection and
more effective treatment of
tumors. Those have caused a

fall in the death rates for breast,
prostate, and colorectal cancer
— three of the most common
cancers. The lung cancer death
rate in men has also been
falling, but the female rate has
reached a plateau.

On a visit to the National
Institutes of Health in Bethes-
da, Md., President Bush hailed
the drop in cancer deaths as a
signal that medicine — espe-
cially federally funded research
— is making strides against a
disease that still kills nearly
1,500 Americans a day.

The Cancer Society did not
release cancer death data bro-
ken down by state or ethnicity.
Those statistics are to be com-
pleted later this year.

The largest drop in deaths
among the major cancers was in
colorectal cancer. Colorectal
cancer deaths dropped by 1,110
in men and by 1,094 in women.
Experts said much of the credit
goes to screening exams such as
colonoscopies that detect polyps
and allow doctors to remove
them before they turn 
cancerous.

Some doctors say at least part
of the success can be attributed
to “the Katie Couric effect.” A
2003 study found colonoscopy
rates jumped more than 20 per-
cent in the months after the
“Today” show host underwent a
colonoscopy on national televi-
sion in 2000, after her husband
died of colon cancer.

Increased insurance coverage
of colonoscopies has also led to
more diagnostic screenings, said
Dr. A. Mark Fendrick, the Uni-
versity of Michigan physician
who led that study.

For more than a decade,
health statisticians charted
annual drops of about 1 percent
in the cancer death rate — that
is, the number of deaths per

100,000 people. But the actual
number of cancer deaths still
rose each year because of the
growing elderly population and
the size of the population 
overall.

Then, in 2003 and 2004, the
cancer death rate declined by
about 2 percent each year, more
than offsetting the effects of
aging and population growth.

The American Cancer Society
said it believes cancer deaths
will continue to drop.

Others shared that optimism.
“We’re starting to see some

real dividends” from screening,
prevention and treatment
efforts, said Dr. Otis Brawley,
an Emory University
researcher specializing in 
cancer epidemiology.

Cancer deaths down again
Experts attribute the decline to a decrease in smokers and better

detection and treatment of tumors

Bush agrees to FISA review
The panel of judges will oversee the administration’s domestic

surveillance program

DNA leads to arrest in
20-year-old murder
case

DES MOINES (AP) — A DNA
sample has helped authorities
find a suspect in a 20-year-old
case of a slain woman in central
Iowa.

Martin Duffy, 46, of Des Moines
was charged Wednesday with first-
degree murder, state investigators
said. He is accused of repeatedly
stabbing Karen Weber, 32, whose
body was found April 20, 1986, near
a gravel road northwest of Prairie
City.

Authorities said Duffy provided a
DNA saliva sample for a state data-
base in 2005 after a drunken driving
conviction.

The investigation into Weber’s
death was reopened last year after
authorities found a match between
Duffy’s DNA and evidence found at
the crime scene in 1986.

“It’s a good feeling,” said Jasper
County Sheriff Mike Balmer, whose
department assisted in the investi-
gation.

STATE

 



BY ANDREW TAYLOR
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Tax
breaks aimed at easing the
burden of a minimum-wage
increase on small businesses
sailed through the Senate’s
tax-writing committee
Wednesday.

The unanimous voice vote by
the Senate Finance Committee
paves the way for the full Sen-
ate to consider boosting the
minimum wage to $7.25 over
the next two years. The wage
plan is next in line for debate
after the Senate wraps up
work on an ethics and lobbying
overhaul.

But the committee’s action
drew protests from the House’s
No. 2 Democrat, who said it
would “complicate and delay”
passage of the minimum-wage
increase. The House passed its
version without any tax breaks
for the small businesses, which
typically employ the greatest
number of minimum-wage
workers.

The House also is guarding
its right under the Constitu-
tion to initiate tax bills, and
representatives say procedural
gridlock might ensue if the
Senate goes first.

“Minimum-wage earners
have already waited nine years
and four months for a raise.
Congress should not make

them wait any longer,” said
House Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer, D-Md.

The tax provisions would
help restaurants, retailers, and
other businesses that hire wel-
fare and food-stamp recipients
as well as ex-convicts, the dis-
abled, and others who might
have difficulty landing a job.

In keeping with promises by
Democratic leaders to accom-
pany the tax cuts with balanc-
ing revenue increases, the
measure would close tax loop-
holes and curb corporate tax
shelters that have passed the
Senate in recent years, only to
die in the once GOP-dominated
House.

The popularity of the wage
increase meant easy approval
of a narrowly written bill
through the Democratic-run
House. The bill would raise the
wage in three steps, starting
with an increase from $5.15 to
$5.85 per hour.

In the notoriously balky Sen-
ate, however, Democratic lead-
ers have opted to add the $8
billion in tax relief. That would
help ease passage by avoiding
a fight with business lobbyists
and the possibility of a fili-
buster by minority Republi-
cans.

“A minimum-wage hike
would likely not pass the Sen-
ate without small-business tax

relief,” said Iowa Sen. Charles
Grassley, the top Republican
on the Senate Finance Com-
mittee.

The Senate’s move probably
will delay the minimum-wage
bill, and it has generated hard
feelings between House and
Senate tax writers.

House Ways and Means
Committee Chairman Charles
Rangel said the Senate is
trampling on his chamber’s
right under the Constitution to
initiate tax bills.

Rangel, D-N.Y., said the Sen-
ate must try to pass the bill as
a stand-alone measure without
the tax provisions.

“We’re not going to accept a
tax cut of $8 billion on our min-
imum-wage bill,” he said. “It’s a
Senate problem.”

House leaders want to avoid
long delays in enacting the
minimum-wage increase. They
are sending signals privately
that they ultimately will
accept some tax provisions
rather than risk deadlock.

The Senate measure also
would scale back the ability of
corporate executives to post-
pone paying taxes on deferred
compensation plans, limiting
the amount of deferrable
income to $1 million. This

would raise $806 million over
the next decade.

Rolling back the plans,
which are popular with highly
paid executives, led to objec-
tions from the business lobby.

All told, the Senate measure
would provide about $8 billion
in tax incentives for small
business by extending the
ability of small businesses to
defray the cost of equipment
purchases. It would allow
restaurant and store owners
— who typically hire many
minimum-wage workers —
accelerated tax benefits on
improvements to their 
facilities.

The measure would extend
for five years the work oppor-
tunity tax credit. This gives
businesses tax relief for hiring
people that employers often
are reluctant to take on — wel-
fare recipients, ex-felons, the
mentally and physically dis-
abled and inner city youths, for
example.

Under both the House and
Senate bills, the minimum
wage would rise to $5.85 an
hour 60 days after signed into
law by the president; then to
$6.55 an hour a year later; and
to $7.25 an hour a year after
that.

BY JOHN HEILPRIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, intent on
putting global warming atop
the Democratic agenda, is shak-
ing up traditional committee
fiefdoms dominated by some of
Congress’ oldest and most pow-
erful members.

She’s moving to create a spe-
cial committee to recommend
legislation for cutting green-
house gases, most likely to be
chaired by Rep. Edward
Markey, D-Mass., a Democratic
leadership aide said Wednesday.

Markey has advocated rais-
ing mileage standards for cars,
trucks, and SUVs, and he is one
of the House’s biggest critics of
oil companies and U.S.
automakers,

Pelosi has discussed the 
proposal with at least two
Democratic committee chair-
men: fellow Californian Henry
Waxman of Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform and West Vir-
ginia Rep. Nick Rahall, who
heads the Natural Resources
panel. Pelosi intends to
announce the move this week,
said the leadership aide, who
spoke on the condition of
anonymity because not all of the
details have been worked out.

The move, to some degree,
would sidestep two of the
House’s most powerful Democ-
ratic committee bosses, in shap-
ing what’s expected to be at
least a yearlong debate on 

global warming:
• Energy and Commerce

Committee Chairman John
Dingell of Michigan, a defender
of the auto industry and at 80
the longest serving member of
the House.

• New York Rep. Charles
Rangel, who as the 76-year-old
chairman of the tax-writing
Ways and Means Committee,
would have to clear any tax on
carbon-based fuels such as coal,
oil, or natural gas, which have
been blamed for warming the
atmosphere. A chief advocate of
such a tax is former Democratic
Vice President Al Gore.

Rahall said he had spoken
with Pelosi about the idea of a
new select committee. Rahall’s
panel oversees energy develop-
ment on public lands, including
coal, oil, and natural gas as well
as cleaner, non-carbon sources
such as geothermal and wind-
mills.

“I’ve been assured that no leg-
islative jurisdiction would be
taken away from any commit-
tee,” Rahall said. “No legislative
responsibility would be shifted

from any committee.”
As chair of Energy and Com-

merce, Dingell oversees the
Clean Air Act — and he would
have the most to lose by letting
another panel take the lead.
The panel’s staff chief, Dennis
Fitzgibbons, a former auto-com-
pany lobbyist, said Dingell was
philosophically opposed to
Pelosi’s plan.

“He has always been cool to
the idea, because it undermines
the fundamental idea for estab-
lishing committees in the first
place, which is to acquire
expertise in a certain area,”
Fitzgibbons said.

Dingell, asked about the new
committee, said, “I have not
been officially informed.”

Waxman, like Markey a one-
time protégé of Dingell, said
Pelosi discussed the idea of a
special committee with him sev-
eral days ago. He, too, is a skep-
tic.

“I believe the existing com-
mittees can deal effectively with
global warming,” he said on
Wednesday. “But I can also
understand why the speaker
believes it’s important to high-
light this issue.”

A new committee would give
Pelosi a vehicle to push a regu-
latory scheme for reducing
greenhouse gases and pit her
against President Bush, who
plans to outline his global
warming approach in his State
of the Union next week. Bush
has repeatedly opposed any
mandatory reductions in carbon

dioxide emissions, instead advo-
cating voluntary approaches
and research on new technolo-
gies. Pelosi has supported
mandatory reductions with spe-
cific target dates for achieving
them.

“It’s an issue that the speaker
thinks is critical to address,”
said Pelosi spokeswoman Jen-
nifer Crider.

Democratic officials said the
committee would be responsible
for advising the best legislative
approaches while the actual
bill-writing duties would likely
still be done by Dingell’s and
Rangel’s committees. Among
the topics being negotiated are
how long the committee should
exist and how broad its focus
should be, since global climate
change affects virtually 
everything.

Pelosi hasn’t shied from tak-
ing on other powerful House
Democrats. She endorsed the
losing effort by Rep. John
Murtha, D-Pa., to become
majority leader over Rep. Steny
Hoyer, D-Md. She also has
approved of six-year term limits
for committee chairmen over
objections from Dingell and
other senior Democrats.

She also has a history with
Dingell, who backed Hoyer over
Pelosi in a 2001 race for the
party whip’s post. Pelosi backed
a Democratic primary chal-
lenger to Dingell’s re-election
the following year.

AP writers Jim Kuhnhenn and H. Josef
Hebert contributed to this report.
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Pelosi
House Speaker

Markey
Rep. D-Mass

Pelosi to move on warming
The new speaker of the House is pushing for a special committee 

to draft legislation to cut greenhouse gases

Tax breaks may delay wage bill

 



The first thing I noticed as I saun-
tered into the Varied Industries
Building was how much the Inaugural
Ball resembled a gigantic high-school
prom. Gossamer was woven in and
out of the rafters, there was a huge
expanse of red carpet, and the eerie
red lighting had adroitly dressed up
what was, in its usual capacity, a
warehouse for farm machinery at the
Iowa Fairgrounds.

As I soaked in the light of this gigan-
tic punch bowl, I reflected with some
discontent that perhaps life was noth-
ing but a prodi-
gious high school,
a succession of
ever larger and
more fabulous
proms. More dis-
heartening, how-
ever, was the cost
of the drinks and
the equally expen-
sive “fair fare.”
Had I worn a
tuxedo to eat corn
dogs and funnel
cakes? Still, I realized, what could be
more democratic, or more Iowan, than
this kind of food? This was especially
true for the corn dog, which, in its deli-
cate mélange of both corn and corn-fed
pork, embodied the state’s two primary
products. I made a mental note to also
find a flannel tux for next year.

Before long, I was drunk (thanks in
part to our Iowa grain farmers), and it
was time for Gov. Chet Culver and his
wife, Mariclare Thinnes Culver, to take
the floor for the Inaugural Dance. The
First Lady’s glossy pink evening gown
looked as if it had been made from the
softest, most satiny swine in the state.
And Chet Culver could have easily
won first prize. As they proceeded to
cut the red rug, I wondered what was
in store for Iowa under Chet Culver’s
tenure. What would he be doing over
the next four years with his big, soft,
pillow-like hands, which resemble old-
style catcher’s mitts?

Certainly, Culver’s plans for higher
education in Iowa, at least as they
were articulated during the election,
are laudable. Speaking at the Old
Capitol on Jan. 11, Culver expressed
a desire to “retain faculty [at state
universities] through salary increas-
es” and to bolster university research
departments, which he holds as “the
backbone of the higher-education
instruction process.”

The UI Research Foundation
brought in $64 million from 2001-06
from product sales, licensing fees,
milestone payments, and equity
associated with intellectual property
developed by the university. Doing
whatever possible to encourage this
income-generating asset seems pro-
ductive, although Culver’s rhetoric
about creating a “Silicon Valley of the
Midwest” seems less so.

It will take much more, however, to
address the deep and fundamental
problems in the state university sys-
tem and its flagship here in Iowa City.
In an article written for the Corridor
Business Journal in June, UI Provost
Michael Hogan noted that “the nature
of the partnership between states and
their public universities is changing.
As states deal with swelling expenses
like Medicaid, K-12 education, and the
prison system, public universities are
feeling the pinch.” From 2001-05, the
UI’s yearly budget was cut by $36 mil-
lion, 90 tenure-track positions were
eliminated, and faculty salaries con-
tinued to slide almost to the bottom of
our peer group.

Culver’s increase in faculty salaries,
then, seems like the right medicine.
However, UI political-science Professor
Peverill Squire cautions that much, if
not all, of the apparent source for
these increases — the current state
budget surplus — has already been
spoken for. While increasing access to
affordable education sounds good,
maintaining the quality of that educa-
tion under such budgetary duress may
be all but impossible given the
resources available.

Culver’s plans to “give all high-school
seniors in our state the opportunity to
earn a year of college credit before they
graduate” and to establish an online
university could relieve some pressure,
but certainly not enough. Coupled with
other expensive initiatives of sometimes
dubious worth, including jumping on
the “alternative energy” (read: ethanol)
bandwagon, increasing state funding for
health care, increasing teacher pay, and
one of my favorite dead horses, farm
subsidies, it is difficult to imagine how
the continuing decline of Iowa’s univer-
sities and other state services can be
averted.The problem appears to be, in
Hogan’s words, “a byproduct of our
inability to energize new industry or
contribute meaningful support to oppor-
tunities for real economic development.”

Iowa is like a Third World country
whose economy is based on the export
of protected, subsidized agricultural
products. Unless this can be miracu-
lously reversed and diversified, short-
falls in state programs and the dreaded
“brain drain” will continue.

E-mail DI columnist Tyler Bleau at :
tyler-bleau@uiowa.edu.

10A - The Daily Iowan - Iowa City, Iowa - Thursday, January 18, 2007

Yes, it would
encourage kids
to go to college,
or at least not
see high school
as just an end.”

ON THE SPOT

“

Jensina Endresen
UI junior
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Do you think making the ACT a requirement to graduate from high school is a good idea?
No, under-

resourced com-
munities wouldn’t
be able to afford
providing support
for the test.”

“

Dan Jason
UI freshman

It’s good to
have that expo-
sure; if they
don’t go on to
college, it at
least may
change their
view.

“

Andy Jorgensen
UI sophomore

Yeah — it’s a good
test that helps out the
students to know
where they need help
and getting into
schools, and it helps
the administration to
know where the 
students need help.”

“

Pratheek Koneru
UI freshman
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The American College Testing program, also known as the ACT, is the pre-
ferred college-entrance examination of the Midwest, and it may become the
new required test to graduate from Iowa’s high schools. The Legislature is
considering a bill that would call for high-school students to take the ACT in
order to graduate. The expected benefit of this condition is the ACT’s reliabil-
ity in evaluating student progress, and the requirement may also encourage
more students to apply to college. We are in favor of this bill, provided close
attention is paid to the details.

Making the ACT a required test, and one provided by the schools, will
encourage students who were either not planning on or are unsure about
going to college to apply. By streamlining the testing process and allow-
ing students to see how well they would do without the time and mone-
tary investment, they would have more educational opportunities with-
in reach. This would clearly be beneficial to Iowa, especially given the
projected need for college-level graduates.

The ACT as a measure of student progress will be valuable both for
identifying areas students need to work on in school as well as for college.
The test is regarded as a highly reliable standard for measuring future
academic success as well as current skills.

The possible downside of such a requirement is the potentially prohibitory

effect on students only expecting to get their high-school diplomas.While this
is not a guarantee, officials should expect that there will be students who will
fail to take the test for whatever reason and will therefore be ineligible to
graduate. It would be possible to waive the test requirement by written 
permission of parents or guardians. Requiring only written permission for
waiving something as important as a graduation requirement is a rather
weak measure. Such a decision warrants more involvement and discussion
with the parents and student than a mere note.

A greater concern, however, will be the cost of implantation of this standard
as well as annual costs to pay for all Iowa high-school seniors to take the test.
The current bill requires the schools to pay for no more than one examination
for each student using money provided by the state. However, that by itself
could be an extremely high cost each year.The current cost of the ACT is $29,
$43 for the test with the writing portion. Even if a discount rate with ACT
were agreed upon, the cost would still represent a significant amount of
money needed from an already cash-strapped state education budget.

These potential costs are well worth the benefits of enacting this new
requirement. Provided these aren’t excessive, this will be a beneficial
change for both Iowa schools and the state should it encourage more 
students to go on to college.

Last week, the Democrats acted on their long-awaited and highly
touted “first 100 hours,” a detailed blueprint to raise the minimum wage
by $2.10 per hour to $7.25.Also included in the package was legislation
aimed at loosening the noose on stem-cell research, implementing the
recommendations of the 9/11 commission, a proposal to allow the gov-
ernment to negotiate lower prices on prescription drugs on behalf of
Medicare recipients, a plan to transfer federal incentives toward renew-
able energy and away from fossil fuels, and, for us students, a huge slash
in student-loan interest rates.

To voters this means a fresh start from what the nonpartisan
Congressional Quarterly deemed “a session squandered” — otherwise
known as the 109th Congress. The article cites the failures, missed
opportunities, and disappointments that plagued the session. What I
found most interesting about the article was how it described the
Republican majority’s so-called “self-inflicted wounds and bad gambles,” a prime
example being the minimum-wage debacle of last year.

In a vain bid to appease moderate Republicans, the House GOP leadership
decided to allow a vote on raising the minimum wage, but to please the conserva-
tive base, tied it with a slash in inheritance taxes on multimillion-dollar estates.
Congressional Quarterly wrote that the move highlighted how little thought the
GOP House put into the move, where it was defeated by members of both parties
in the Senate because of the massive costs, both politically and financially.

Ask political scientists, and they will tell you that the passage of a finance bill to

fund the government is one of the most basic functions of the U.S.
Congress.Yet the last Congress’s annual bills were left “largely unfinished”
according to the article, and “as a consequence, [lawmakers] had to pass a
series of stopgap spending bills to put the rest of the government’s funding
on autopilot, and deferred final decisions until next year.”

Have the Democrats learned from mistakes like this? For the time being,
it looks as though they have.They have been talking to each other and open-
ing up communication lines.The passage of the “first 100-hour agenda,”was,
for the most part, successful, resulting in a clear Democratic political victory.
Anything said otherwise would simply be spin. But Democrats should be
wary, because hard times are still ahead. The war in Iraq looms over their
heads, and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has not truly been tested yet on
whether she can lead a historically fractious Democratic coalition over the
rocky terrain of a war-weary nation.

Unlike the Republicans, the Democrats appear to be less partisan (at least for
now), focusing more on the day-to-day, practical concerns of Americans. Indeed,
this may be what voters asked for when they kicked out the 109th Congress,
which was a legislative session dominated by such polarizing politics as abortion,
scandal, gay marriage, corruption, nominations, and the war in Iraq. Getting
things done and avoiding partisan bickering led the week for the Democrats, and
for that they get what they deserve: The Political Play of the Week.

Jesse Tangkhpanya is a political-science and journalism major.
Last Political Play Winner: Mitt Romney
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LETTER 

Wrong idea with
sales tax increase

I am strongly opposed to the
proposed increase in the Johnson
County sales tax, as I am similarly
opposed to any other attempt to
put a Band-Aid over a deeper
wound. We have deep problems in
our public-education system, and
many other problems as a result,
such as the perpetuation of the
economic disparity in quality of
public education, and thus the dis-
parity in earnings.

If there is nothing to level the
playing field from the beginning,
then those who have the ability to
shape things in their own favor
from the get-go will have a lifelong
advantage. It is up to those shaping
the education system to shape it in
a way that ensures equality of
opportunity. Without that, there
isn’t a sale-tax increase in the world
that would have even a slightly rele-
vant effect on the quality of the
education that the poorer children

receive, and certainly not one as
small as 1 percent.

If this passes, what will happen
is that schools will get an amount
of money that will allow them to
make relatively small changes that
will temporarily and partially alle-
viate certain problems that will

only come back again later. In the
meantime, it will increase the cost
of living for everyone, including
those who can least afford it who
are supposedly the ones intended
to benefit from such action.

Galen W. Burghardt
Iowa City resident

Prom
politics

Political play of the week: speedy Democrats

JESSE 
TANGKHPANYA

ACT requirement suitable for 
Iowa high schools

 



BY SALAD DUHUL
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MOGADISHU, Somalia —
The Somali Parliament stripped
the speaker position Wednesday
from a top lawmaker who was
closely associated with the
recently ousted Islamic move-
ment, a move the European
Union said was disappointing
and could hurt reconciliation
efforts in the restive country.

Diplomats said the fired
speaker, Sharif Hassan Sheik
Aden, was capable of pulling
together moderate elements in
Somalia’s Islamic movement.
Wednesday also saw the govern-
ment’s disarmament efforts
receive a boost with three major
warlords handing over vehicles
and men.

Deputy Speaker Osman Ilmi
Boqore announced the move
against Aden in proceedings
broadcast live on HornAfrik
Radio. Lawmakers cited his
public criticism of a proposed
African peacekeeping mission
that Parliament had endorsed

and his meetings with Islamic
movement leaders without
authority from Parliament.

Boqore said only nine of the
lawmakers present voted
against the motion. Voting in
favor were 183 lawmakers — 44
more than required — in the
275-member Parliament

Aden’s actions have been in
“total violation of our transitional
charter,” lawmaker Mohamoud
Begos told the Associated Press
by phone from Baidoa, where
Parliament is based.

Speaking from Rome, Aden
said the lawmakers who voted
against him were not acting
freely.

“They have been ordered to
vote me out by the president,
Abdullahi Yusuf, who wants to
rule Somalia through Ethiopian
forces and through this Parlia-
ment. The president wants to
crack down on all those who are
against him,” Aden said in a
telephone interview. “I have
been seeking reconciliation all
over the world, and this vote
tries to destroy the very thing

we have been looking for: recon-
ciliation.”

Aden had made several free-
lance peace initiatives with
Somalia’s Islamic movement
before government forces —
backed by Ethiopian troops —
ousted them in December from
the capital, Mogadishu, and
much of southern Somalia.

In Belgium on Wednesday,
European Union spokesman
Amadeu Altafaj Tadio expressed
disappointment at the Somali
Parliament’s move against
Aden, who held meetings with
EU officials in Belgium earlier
this week.

“We saw him as a someone
who could make a bridge with
the moderate elements,” Altafaj
said. “We had encouraged him
to go back to Mogadishu to carry
out his job and bring together as
many political players as 
possible.”

Michael E. Ranneberger, the
U.S. ambassador to Kenya, told
reporters in Nairobi before the
vote that Aden was “the kind of
person who could pull people

together.”
In the past year, Aden has dif-

fered with the president and
Prime Minister Ali Mohamed
Gedi over the location of the gov-
ernment and whether peace-
keepers were needed. According
to Somalia’s transitional charter,
Parliament has to vote on all
major government decisions
before they can be implemented.

On Wednesday, Gedi told Par-
liament he ruled out peace talks
with the Islamic movement and
hoped to see the first African
peacekeepers in Somalia by
month’s end.

So far only Uganda has com-
mitted to contributing troops
and few others have shown
enthusiasm for a proposed
8,000-strong African mission to
bolster the government’s
attempt to create law and order.

A peacekeeping mission could
face some violence, something
that may deter many countries

from committing soldiers.
There has been sporadic

fighting since the government
took over Mogadishu on Dec. 28.
Leaders of the Islamic move-
ment have pledged to carry on a
guerrilla war as long as Ethiopi-
an troops remain in Somalia.

A U.N. peacekeeping opera-
tion in Somalia in the 1990s
saw clashes between foreign
troops and Somali warlords’
fighters, including the notorious
downings of two U.S. military
Black Hawk helicopters in
1993. The U.S. withdrew from
Somalia in 1994, and that was
followed a year later by the
departure of U.N. peacekeepers.

Somalia has not had an effec-
tive central government since
1991 when warlords overthrew
longtime dictator Mohamed
Siad Barre and then turned on
each other, reducing the Horn of
Africa nation to anarchy and
clan-based violence. The Yusuf-

Gedi government emerged from
regional, U.N.-backed talks in
2004 and has since struggled to
assert authority.

On Wednesday, three warlords
who once held sway over parts of
Mogadishu handed over at least
40 pickups fitted with machine-
guns to the government.

One warlord, Mohamed Qan-
yare Afrah, said 700 of his mili-
tiamen had agreed to be
absorbed into government
forces. Another, Muse Sudi Yala-
how, said his militiamen had
also agreed to join government
forces, though he declined to say
how many.

The third warlord, Interior
Minister Hussein Aided, said he
had handed over pickups and
his militiamen had joined gov-
ernment forces but did not say
how many.

AP writers Mohamed Sheikh Nor,
Mohamed Olad Hassan, and Malkhadir

M. Muhumed contributed to this report.
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BY ROBERT BURNS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGRAM AIR BASE,
Afghanistan — Defense Secre-
tary Robert Gates suggested
Wednesday he would ask Presi-
dent Bush to send more troops
to Afghanistan, an increase that
could intensify pressure on a
U.S. military already straining
to wage the war in Iraq.

After two days of talks with
American, NATO and Afghan
officials, Gates said he was
impressed with progress in stabi-
lizing and rebuilding
Afghanistan.Yet he also said mil-
itary commanders want to add
U.S. troops to the 24,000-strong
American force now there, the
highest level of a 5-year-old war.

While Gates used no figures,
a senior official traveling with
him said the prospective
increase would not be large —
possibly one or two battalions,
no more than a couple of thou-
sand soldiers. The official spoke
on the condition of anonymity
because no decision had been
made.

Gates stopped short of saying
he would recommend the
increase. Yet he offered a ration-

ale for reinforcing a war effort
that has seen the quick toppling

of the Taliban rulers of a coun-
try that had been sanctuary for

Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden,
only to have combat flare in

recent months with renewed
Taliban attacks.

“I think it is important that we
not let this success here in
Afghanistan slip away from us
and that we keep the initiative,”
he told reporters traveling with
him.“There’s no reason to sit back
and let the Taliban regroup.”

A U.S. troop increase in
Afghanistan would come on top
of Bush’s decision to send
21,500 more soldiers and
Marines to Iraq over the coming
four months — adding to the
roughly 132,000 already there.
That boost had been opposed by
many Pentagon uniformed offi-
cers, who worry that it would be
too much stress on a force that
is already sending soldiers to
Iraq for numerous tours.

The two wars, each now
longer than U.S. involvement in
World War II, have stretched
American land forces so thin
that the Army and Marines are
requesting tens of billions more
in funding, and they have per-
suaded Bush to ask Congress to
increase their size.

Gen. Peter Pace, the chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
new troop commitments for

Afghanistan would further
strain the U.S. military in the
short run. But if done as part of a
successful strategy against the
Taliban, it might hasten the day
when the U.S. military can with-
draw its combat forces altogeth-
er, said Pace, who joined Gates
for part of his Mideast trip.

Gates said the number of
extra troops “depends on differ-
ent scenarios,” which now will
be examined.

Thomas Donnelly, a defense
specialist with the conservative
American Enterprise Institute
in Washington, said the military
could handle troop increases in
both Iraq and Afghanistan, but,
he added, “it would be an addi-
tional straw on the camel’s back
of American land forces.”

Michael DeLong, a retired
Marine lieutenant-general who
was a commander during the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq,
said he believed the military could
sustain a relatively small troop
increase in Afghanistan — but, he
said, the need for the added troops
signaled that the conflict was not
going as well as hoped.

AP writer Pauline Jelinek contributed to
this story.

Somali Parliament moves against speaker

Gates may want more troops in Afghanistan 
The move would come after President Bush’s proposal to increase troops in Iraq angered 

lawmakers on both sides of the aisle

Musadeq Sadeq/Associated Press
U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates pauses during a press conference at the presidential palace in
Kabul, Afghanistan, on Tuesday. Gates told Afghan Defense Minister Gen. Abdul Raheem Wardak that
the United States will not cut-and-run from its Afghan mission, an official said.
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BY KIM GAMEL
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD — A suicide car
bomber killed 17 Shiites at a
teeming Sadr City market
Wednesday, while gunmen in a
predominantly Sunni neighbor-
hood of Baghdad shot up a con-
voy of democracy workers in an
ambush that took the lives of an
American woman and three
bodyguards.

The attack on the market-
place came one day after car
bombings killed scores of uni-
versity students just two miles
away, indicating that militants
are bent on a surge of bloodshed
as U.S. and Iraqi forces gear up
for a fresh neighborhood-by-
neighborhood security sweep
through the capital.

Although nobody claimed
responsibility for either day’s
car bombings, such attacks are
the hallmark of Sunni mili-
tants, who appear to be taking
advantage of a waiting period
before the security crackdown
to step up attacks on Shiites.
There had been a relative lull in
Baghdad violence since the first
of the year.

An Iraqi army officer, who
spoke on the condition of
anonymity because of security
concerns, said the attack on the
Western convoy took place in
Yarmouk, a predominantly
Sunni neighborhood in western
Baghdad.

The three-car convoy
belonged to the Washington-
based National Democratic
Institute, according to Les
Campbell, the not-for-profit
group’s Middle East director. He
said the four dead included an
American woman along with
three security contractors — a
Hungarian, a Croatian, and an
Iraqi. Two others were wound-
ed, one seriously, Campbell said
by telephone from Washington.
Their names were withheld

until their families could be
notified.

“It appeared to be an attack
with fairly heavy weapons; we
don’t know what kind,” he said.
“We have some information that a
firefight ensued.Our security com-
pany responded to the attack.”

The ambush took place at
midday as the group returned
from a program elsewhere in
Baghdad, he said.

Few foreigners and even
fewer women have been caught
up in Iraq’s recent wave of vio-
lence — many Western groups
have left and those who remain
have tightened security and
curtailed their movements after
a series of kidnappings and
beheadings. The last known
American female civilian to be
killed was Marla Ruzicka, a 28-
year-old rights activist from

California who died in a car
bombing in April 2005.

Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
did not give a starting date
when he announced plans for a
new drive to tame the violent
capital — the third attempt
since he took office May 20. But
U.S. and Iraqi reinforcements
have started to arrive in Bagh-
dad, and it was expected to
begin in about two weeks.

The marketplace explosion
took place just before 4 p.m.
near a popular commercial area
in Sadr City, a sprawling Shiite
district of some 2.5 million peo-
ple in eastern Baghdad.

The blast shattered the win-
dows of nearby shops and
restaurants, and blood pooled in
the street. Angry Iraqis sur-
rounded the charred mass of
twisted metal, all that was left

of the explosives-packed car.
They tipped the remains on its
side and picked off pieces of
blackened upholstery.

At least 17 people were killed
and 33 people were wounded,
police said.

In many parts of the capital,
streets were crowded with cars
and minivans carrying wooden
caskets of the victims from
Tuesday’s car bombings, which
killed at least 70 people and
wounded more than 130 at Al-
Mustansiriya University. Many
vehicles were headed to the holy
city of Najaf, where Shiites pre-
fer to bury their dead. Other vic-
tims were taken to a Sunni
cemetery in central Baghdad.
The students were from all the
country’s religious sects.

AP writer Lauren Frayer in Baghdad 
contributed to this report.

BY EDWARD HARRIS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LAGOS, Nigeria — Mili-
tants in Nigeria said on Thurs-
day that they released one of
three Italian hostages seized
last month in an attack in the
country’s oil-rich southern
delta region.

The militant Movement for
the Emancipation of the Niger
Delta, which has launched
crippling attacks against the
energy industry in Africa’s oil
giant since last year,
announced the release in an e-
mailed statement and identi-
fied the freed hostage as
Roberto Dieghi.

Three Italians and one
Lebanese man were seized in
the Dec. 7 raid on an oil export
terminal operated by Agip, a
subsidiary of Italian oil firm
Eni SpA.

The militant group had said
Wednesday it was negotiating
over the men’s release with the
local Bayelsa State government.

The statement said the
release “had absolutely noth-
ing to do with Roberto Dieghi’s
poor state of health. The
release of Mr. Dieghi is an act
of goodwill on our part that we
hope will be reciprocated by
the Nigerian government.”

Dieghi was handed over to
the government delegation,
the statement said. It was
not immediately possible to
verify the claim, and there
was no word on Dieghi’s 
condition.

“There are no discussions on
going about the release of the
remaining two Italians and
one Lebanese still in our cus-
tody. They are being held
indefinitely,” the statement
said.

More than a year of stepped-
up violence in the impover-
ished region of creeks and

swamps has cut nearly one-
fourth of Nigeria’s usual 2.5
million-barrel crude produc-
tion, helping to send global oil
prices soaring.

Amid the bombings of oil
and military installations,
some 80 foreign oil workers
were seized last year. Kidnap-
pings generally end peacefully
with the hostages released
after a ransom is paid. One
Briton, however, died in a gun-
fight between his militant cap-
tors and Nigerian government
forces.

As political jockeying starts
ahead of general elections in
April, there has been violence
in the Niger Delta region
unclaimed by the main mili-
tant group. Winners in 
Nigeria’s notoriously corrupt
political arena control oil rev-
enues apportioned by the fed-
eral government. Much of the
oil funds are stolen.

On Tuesday, 16 gunmen on
two boats approached a vessel
carrying 10 oil workers, includ-
ing those from South Korea’s
Hyundai Heavy Industries Co.,
South Korea’s Foreign Min-
istry said in a statement.

A Dutch national and two
Nigerians were killed, and five
others, including the South
Korean worker, were wounded
in the attack as they traveled
from Port Harcourt to Bonny
Island in the southern delta, it
added. The gunmen removed
goods from the boat after the
attack.

It was unclear who opened
fire first.

The Dutch victim and one of
the Nigerians died Tuesday.
Rivers State police spokes-
woman Irejua Barasua said
the other Nigerian died
Wednesday of wounds suffered
in the attack.

AP writer Dan Udoh contributed to 
this report

Car bomb kills 17 in Baghdad
American woman civilian dies in an ambush in a Sunni neighborhood

Hostage let
go in Nigeria

Karim Kadim/Associated Press
People collect body parts after a car bomb blast in Shiite district of Sadr City in Baghdad on Wednesday.
Seventeen people died and 33 were wounded in the blast, police said.
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Winning isn’t everything, it’s
the only thing — at least to
Hawkeye wrestler Eric Luedke.

The senior is dominating his
opponents on the mat this sea-
son and setting a dogged exam-
ple for his teammates to follow.

“I don’t like to lose anytime, in
anything — whether it is
wrestling, or Ping-Pong, or run-
ning,” the senior said. “I don’t like
losing anywhere,so in practice I’m
balls to the wall the whole time.”

The 5-9, 174-pound grappler
is now 17-1 on the season, 8-0 in

dual meets. In the past three
weeks alone, he has taken first
in the Midlands Championships
and led his team with a 5-0
record during last weekend’s

NWCA/Cliff Keen National
Duals, in which the Hawkeyes
placed fifth.

SPORTS
SCOREBOARD
NBA
Toronto 101, Sacramento 85
Washington 99, New York 98
New Jersey 92, Charlotte 85
Utah 100, Detroit 99
Chicago 99, Milwaukee 90

Memphis 118, Philadelphia 102
Atlanta 105, Minnesota 88
Phoenix 100, Houston 91
L.A. Lakers 100, San Antonio 96
Portland 94, Cleveland 76

DI SPORTS DESK
THE DI SPORTS DEPARTMENT WELCOMES
QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, & SUGGESTIONS.
PHONE: (319) 335-5848
FAX: (319) 335-6184

BRITTANY LOGAN: WINDING ROAD FOR GYMHAWK, 2B

MEN’S HOOPS

NFL

Q: Who are the only two
kickers to win Super Bowls

on the final play of the
game?

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2007 WWW.DAILYIOWAN.COM 

Haluska candidate
for Lowe award 

Big Ten scoring leader Adam
Haluska better start blueprinting a
bigger trophy
room.

Adding to his
already impres-
sive list of indi-
vidual honors
received this
s e a s o n ,
Haluska was
named one of
30 candidates
up for the 2007
Lowe’s Senior
CLASS Award on Tuesday.
Presented annually to one NCAA
Division I male and female senior
basketball player, the Iowa guard
was nominated on the basis of his
outstanding performance both on
the court and in the classroom.

Created by sportscaster Dick
Enberg in 2001, the award recog-
nizes the qualities of college sen-
iors who remain committed to
their respective universities over
the course of four seasons. Ten
finalists will be judged and cho-
sen in February on the basis of
four different categories: class-
room, character, community, and
on-court performance.

Averaging 20.3 points per
game, Haluska is already the
recipient of the 2006-07 Anson
Mount Scholar/Athlete Award,
and he will likely earn academic
All-Big Ten honors for the third-
straight year. Among other recog-
nitions, Haluska is on the Watch
List for the John R. Wooden All-
America and the Naismith Award.

Once finalists for the award are
selected next month, fans will
have the opportunity to partici-
pate in a nationwide ballot during
the NCAA Tournament in March.
Award winners will be announced
during NCAA men’s and women’s
Final Four weekends.

— by Charlie Kautz

Haluska
senior

Schottenheimer to
return to Chargers

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Marty
Schottenheimer will return as
coach of the San Diego Chargers
next season, but he turned down
a one-year extension for 2008
worth $4.5 million.

Three days after the talented
Chargers melted down in a 24-21
playoff loss to
New England,
team President
Dean Spanos
announced that
the embattled
coach will be
back for the
final year of his
contact.

Speculation
grew following
Sunday’s loss that Schottenheimer
might be fired due in part to the
front office’s expectations of a
Super Bowl run and to the coach’s
icy relationship with general man-
ager A.J. Smith.

“I have decided that Marty
Schottenheimer is the best per-
son to lead the Chargers in the
2007 season,” Spanos said in a
statement Wednesday. “General
Manager A.J. Smith and I agree
on this fundamental point.”

Spanos said Schottenheimer
was offered a one-year, $4.5 mil-
lion contract extension, with a $1
million buyout.

“He decided not to accept this
extension, and I respect his deci-
sion,” Spanos said.

Schottenheimer, the most suc-
cessful coach never to reach the
Super Bowl, didn’t give a specific
reason for declining the extension.

Schottenheimer
head coach

BY ERIC MANDEL
THE DAILY IOWAN

Winter break, a stretch
overflowing with laziness at
its finest. It’s a time when
many UI students could like-
ly be spotted lounging around
in their boxers, watching
SpongeBob and eating a
microwave burrito with chili
cheese-flavored Fritos — how
beautiful. But while some
were bummin’ around, most
Hawkeye athletes were hard
at work preparing for the
final leg of their seasons,
some even prepping for the
one upcoming.

Without a doubt, staying
conditioned throughout the
year is a vital part of every
athlete’s routine. But what
about the coaches who have
paid their dues as athletes
and now roam the sidelines?
For many Iowa coaches, the
switch from athlete to men-
tor doesn’t mean the end of
conditioning. The amount

and type of conditioning,
however, varies from coach to
coach.

Soccer coach Ron Rainey
stays active by running steps
in Carver-Hawkeye Arena,
jumping on cardio machines,
and running
outside. He
tries to lead
by example,
but he doesn’t
know if his
conditioning
has any effect
on his ath-
letes’ work
ethic. He
mainly stays
in shape for his own health.

“My No. 1 responsibility is
the teaching and coaching
aspect of it, but when you are
fit, at least you feel that you
aren’t doing one thing and
saying another thing,” he
said. “I feel my No. 1 thing is
still the coaching.

Hard-boiled sparkplug
Senior ERIC LUEDKE leads the Hawkeyes 

both during meets and practices. The 5-9, 
174-pounder is ranked  No. 2 in the country.

SEE LUEDKE, PAGE 3B

Coaches stay
in shape, too

SEE STAYING FIT, PAGE 3B

CHECK OUT
DITV,

CITY CHANNEL 
17, CAMPUS 4, 

OR DAILYIOWAN.COM TO
CATCH IOWA WRESTLING

VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS AS THE 
GRAPPLERS PREPARE FOR

THEIR UPCOMING 
MEET WITH OKLAHOMA STATE.

1. INJURIES TO ADAM HALUSKA OR
TYLER SMITH

Haluska and Smith account for more
than half of Iowa’s 69.4 points per game
average. Haluska leads the Big Ten in scor-
ing with 20.3 per game pace, and Smith
holds the eighth spot in the conference,

averaging 15.1. The Hawkeyes’ next high-
est scorer is point guard Tony Freeman,
who tallies 6.9 per contest.
2. GROWTH OR LACK THEREOF FROM
THE ‘BIGS’

The departure of last year’s seniors, Greg
Brunner and Erek Hansen, from the starting line-

up was expected to leave a gaping hole in Iowa’s
low post, and their replacements have proved
that prediction correct. Sophomore Cyrus Tate,
along with juniors Kurt Looby and Seth Gorney,
are all experiencing extended minutes for the
first time. Each has appeared primed to break
out in some games, only to follow quality per-

formances with mistake-laden ones. The
Hawkeyes are ninth in the Big Ten in rebounding
margin, losing the battle for boards by 1.7 per
game. That figure will have to improve if the
squad wants to make a late-season run.

E-mail DI reporter Dan Parr at:
daniel-parr@iowa.edu

Big Dance this year a stretch
Eighteen games down, 12 to go. It’s not quite a midseason breakdown. You’ll have to forgive The Daily Iowan — we were 

in the midst of our month-long hibernation at that point. Thus far, the Hawkeyes slopped their way to a .500 record in the Big Ten, 
and the remaining schedule suggests this is as good, or average, as it’s going to get. It will take at least a 9-7 conference record, 
maybe even a 10-6 mark, and one win in the March 8-11 Big Ten Tournament for the squad to produce its third-straight NCAA

Tournament appearance. There is some precedent for that forecast: Iowa finished 9-7 in conference play during the 2003-04 season.
The team failed to win a game in the Big Ten tourney, and the Hawks were not invited to the Big Dance. 

From our vantage point, even a 2007 NIT bid could be a stretch.
Last year, only teams with a better than .500 overall record were invited to compete in the secondary competition.

FOUR GAMES TO WATCH
These matchups could tilt the season in one
direction or the other: They’re the Hawkeyes’
best chances to pull an upset. If Iowa is going
to even flirt with March Madness, it will have to
win two or three out of the four.

1. JAN. 31 AT
MICHIGAN

2. FEB. 3 VS.
INDIANA

3. FEB. 27 AT
PENN STATE

4. MARCH 3 VS.
ILLINOIS

BY DAN PARR

STORY LINES THAT COULD TURN THE SEASON IN A DIFFERENT DIRECTION

Rainey
soccer coach

Rachel Mummey/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeye Eric Luedke watches as assistant coach Dan Gable demon-
strates a move on freshman Chad Beatty at the Gable Wrestling
Complex on Wednesday. Luedke, who has moved up a weight class
since last year, has a 17-1 record this season at 174 pounds.
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SPORTS ’N’ STUFF
BBIIGG TTEENN MMEENN’’SS BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL

Conference All Games
WL Pct. W L Pct.

Wisconsin 4 0 1.000 18 1    .947
Indiana 4 1 .800 13 4    .765
Ohio St. 3 1    .750 15 3    .833
Michigan 3 1 .750 15 4    .789
Michigan St. 2 2 .500 15 4    .789
Iowa 2 2 .500 10 8    .556
Illinois 2 3 .400 14 6    .700
Purdue 2 3 .400 13 6 .684
Penn St. 1 3    .250 10 7    .588
Minnesota 1 3 .250 7 11   .389
Northwestern 0 5 .000 10 8 .556
Tuesday’s Game
Indiana 71, Iowa 64
Wednesday’s Games
Illinois 64, Minnesota 52
Wisconsin 69, Purdue 64
Michigan 77, Penn State 57
Ohio State 73, Northwestern 41
Saturday’s Games
Iowa at Ohio State, 7 p.m.
Purdue at Michigan
Wisconsin at Illinois
Northwestern at Minnesota
Indiana at Connecticut
Michigan State at Penn State

TTOOPP 2255 CCOOLLLLEEGGEE BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL
#2 Wisconsin 69, Purdue 64
#4 North Carolina 77, #19 Clemson 55
#7 Ohio State 73, Northwestern 41
Vanderbilt 94, #10 Alabama 73
#16 LSU 62, Mississippi 55
#18 Butler 67, Youngstown State 39
Villanova 102, #20 Notre Dame 87
Auburn 83, #22 Tennessee 80
Florida State 82, #23 Virginia Tech 73
Other scores
Colorado 74, Iowa State 65
WOMEN
#6 Connecticut 96, Providence 53
#7 Oklahoma 76, Oklahoma State 60
Colorado at #17 Texas A&M, Postponed, weather
#22 Texas at Iowa State, Postponed, weather
Nebraska 70, #25 Kansas State 63

NNAATTIIOONNAALL HHOOCCKKEEYY LLEEAAGGUUEE
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic W L OT Pts GF GA
New Jersey 28 14 4 60 120 105
N.Y. Rangers 23 20 4 50 139 144
Pittsburgh 20 17 7 47 139 141
N.Y. Islanders 21 21 4 46 133 134
Philadelphia 11 30 4 26 109 174
Northeast W L OT Pts GF GA
Buffalo 32 11 4 68 178 136
Ottawa 27 19 2 56 167 136
Montreal 25 17 5 55 138 136
Toronto 21 20 6 48 154 158
Boston 21 19 4 46 131 163
Southeast W L OT Pts GF GA
Atlanta 26 14 8 60 150 145
Carolina 25 18 5 55 146 144
Tampa Bay 24 22 2 50 152 151
Washington 19 20 7 45 143 162
Florida 17 21 10 44 137 157
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central W L OT Pts GF GA
Nashville 32 12 3 67 163 122
Detroit 30 12 5 65 147 112
St. Louis 17 21 8 42 119 146
Chicago 17 22 7 41 116 141
Columbus 17 24 5 39 117 144
Northwest W L OT Pts GF GA
Vancouver 26 19 1 53 119 117
Calgary 24 17 4 52 140 119

Minnesota 24 20 3 51 132 126
Colorado 23 20 3 49 145 135
Edmonton 22 20 4 48 127 133
Pacific W L OT Pts GF GA
Anaheim 30 10 8 68 164 123
San Jose 31 15 0 62 144 107
Dallas 28 18 1 57 127 115
Phoenix 21 23 2 44 128 157
Los Angeles 16 26 6 38 135 176
Wednesday’s Games
Buffalo 6, Boston 3
Detroit 5, Nashville 3
Dallas 4, Calgary 2
Colorado 4, Phoenix 3
Today’s Games
Montreal at Atlanta, 6 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Boston, 6 p.m.
Washington at Carolina, 6 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.
Vancouver at Ottawa, 6:30 p.m.
Toronto at Florida, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at New Jersey, 6:30 p.m.
Columbus at Nashville, 7 p.m.
Anaheim at Edmonton, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
St. Louis at Los Angeles, 9:30 p.m.

NNAATTIIOONNAALL BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic W L Pct GB
Toronto 19 21 .475 —
New Jersey 18 20 .474 —
New York 17 23    .425 2
Boston 12 25    .324      51⁄2
Philadelphia 10 29 .256 81⁄2
Southeast W L Pct GB
Washington 22 16 .579 —
Orlando 22 17 .564 1⁄2
Miami 17 20 .459 41⁄2
Atlanta 13 23 .361 8
Charlotte 12 25 .324 91⁄2
Central W L Pct GB
Cleveland 23 15    .605 —
Chicago 23 17    .575 1
Detroit 21 16 .568 11⁄2
Indiana 20 18 .526 3
Milwaukee 17 21 .447      6
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest W L Pct GB
Dallas 32 8    .800 —
San Antonio 27 13 .675 5
Houston 25 15 .625 7
New Orleans 15 22 .405 151⁄2
Memphis 10 30 .250    22
Northwest W L Pct GB
Utah 25 14 .641 —
Minnesota 20 17 .541 4
Denver 18 17    .514 5
Portland 16 24    .400      91⁄2
Seattle 15 25    .375 101⁄2
Pacific W L Pct GB
Phoenix 30 8 .789 —
L.A. Lakers 26 13 .667 41⁄2
Golden State 19 21    .475 12
L.A. Clippers 18 21    .462 121⁄2
Sacramento 14 22    .389 15
Wednesday’s Games
Toronto 101, Sacramento 85
Washington 99, New York 98
New Jersey 92, Charlotte 85
Utah 100, Detroit 99
Chicago 99, Milwaukee 90
Memphis 118, Philadelphia 102
Atlanta 105, Minnesota 88
Phoenix 100, Houston 91
L.A. Lakers 100, San Antonio 96
Portland 94, Cleveland 76
L.A. Clippers 115, Golden State 109
Today’s Games
Indiana at Miami, 6 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.

BY PAUL KAZMIERCZAK
THE DAILY IOWAN

When Iowa students head
down to southern Florida, it’s
usually to unwind after four
grueling months of tests,
papers, and homework. When
the Hawkeye swimming team
flew down to Miami over winter
break, however, the Hawkeyes
were all business.

Under the direction of third-
year coach Marc Long, the
squad swam to a combined first-
place finish in the Golden Pan-
ther Invitational, hosted by
Florida International Universi-
ty. The men’s team splashed to a
top finish with victories in the
500 freestyle relay (4:12.91) and
the 200 butterfly relay
(1:35.73), while the women
placed second overall and
scored a victory in the 200 free
relay (1:38.52).

Although the victory over five
competing schools certainly pro-
vided the team with a boost as it
heads into the season’s last two
months, equally important was
the unique training opportunity
the trip afforded. During the
school year, the team is limited
to 20 hours of practice per week,
and the antiquated Field House
pool requires the team to split
during practice because there
isn’t enough water to go around.

Fortunately for the Hawks,
training at the facilities of the
University of Miami gave the
squad access to more pools and
a chance to practice as a unit.

“We were able to train and do
sets as a team not just in a
group, we had a lot of flexibility
and I feel like we really grew as
a team,” Long said.

Unencumbered by practice
limitations, the Hawkeyes
pushed each other through
intense training sessions. Some
swimmers partnered to race up
to 50 100-yard sprints, while
others tested their endurance,

at times swimming 100 100-
yard sets. That equals 5.7 miles
of swimming, or 30,000 feet. In
comparison, Mount Everest is a
paltry 29,035 feet high.

Leaders began to emerge dur-
ing the pool sessions.

“Ashley Dell and Nick Divan
are always very consistent,” said
Long.“We also had breakthrough
performances from James 
Dragon and Stacia Johns.”

The Hawkeyes also completed
a high level of “dry-land” work,
adding beach runs, lifting, and
core exercises to their pool regi-
mens. The Hawks hope the
draining work will benefit them
in upcoming meets.

“We break through those bar-
riers, then when we step up to a
big meet, they’re ready to go,”
Long said.

While South Beach provided
an array of distractions, the
team remained focused. Swim-
mers had opportunities to hang
out together and relax, but a
curfew and packed itinerary
prevented an inordinate
amount of rabble-rousing.

“They were too tired,” Long
deadpanned.

Signed: Long also
announced over break the com-
mitment of seven recruits to the
men’s and women’s teams.
Swimmers Therese Bergstrom,
Caitlin Carlyle, Kelsie
Neubauer, as well as diver
Veronica Rydze, the daughter of
diving coach Rob Rydze, com-
mitted to the women’s team.
The men’s team will add Bryan
Hill, Richard Salhus, and Max
Dittmer next season. Both
groups look to add more talent
in the upcoming months.

“We had a nice fall class and
we’re looking forward to firming
up the spring class,” Long said.
“A lot of swimmers wait until
the spring to sign.”

Up Next: The Hawks will
face Western Illinois Friday at 5
p.m. Iowa will resume Big Ten
hostilities the following morn-
ing, when the women will take
on Illinois and the men square
off against 14th-ranked Ohio
State.

E-mail DI reporter Paul Kazmierczak at:
paul-kazmierczak@uiowa.edu

BY DIANE HENDRICKSON
THE DAILY IOWAN

GymHawk transfer Brittany
Logan was hundreds of miles
from home, in a different country,
and she didn’t know what to do.

While competing for Central
Michigan University, the gym-
nast hyperextended her knee on
a dismount. Her coach, who
refused to comment for this
story, tried to take away her
scholarship — even though her
injury was not career-ending.

“The coach didn’t have faith in
me that I could come back,”Logan
said. “I was pretty devastated. I
was like, ‘What do I do now? Do I
go home? Or do I stay here?’ ”

Although her love for compe-
tition made her want to stay for
another season, she ultimately
decided she needed a change of
scenery. She felt she couldn’t
trust her coach anymore.

“At first, actually, I was like
well, I’m not wanted, so I’ll just
leave,” she said. “But then, when I
couldn’t find another place to
transfer to,I just decided maybe to
go back for a year, and try it, and
then transfer after that. But after
a while,I realized why go back to a
place I don’t want to be at?”

Because of her late-summer
decision, Logan had no choice but
to return home and rehab at the
Ortona Gymnastics Club, a group
she had trained with since the
age of 13.The Edmonton,Alberta,
native also started scouring the

United States for any collegiate
scholarship openings.

Many schools said she could
walk on, and initially, Iowa was
no different.

But Logan, an uneven bar
specialist, remained persistent.

By early fall, a scholarship for
one semester at Iowa opened up
when another gymnast stopped
competing because of injury.

“We were very up front with
her,” head coach Larissa Libby
said. “She knew what she was
coming to… .She would be back
to walk-on status next year. I tell
everyone to come here only if

she sees her future being best.”
When Logan came to Iowa, she

said, “I felt like I fit in right away.
“I didn’t know a team could be

this great.Everyone just fits in,and
they’re so welcoming and helpful.”

Logan will make her Hawk-
eye debut within the next cou-
ple weeks, possibly as soon as
this weekend at North Carolina
State. She will start competing
only on bars, as she continues to
practice other events.

“It’s the place where we hurt
the most,” she said, noting that
Logan could help the team on
one or two other events as she

gets back into peak condition.
Even though she just arrived

at Iowa, the Canadian may not
be able to return next year. Her
scholarship, only available for
this semester, has already been
promised to an incoming recruit.
Without the scholarship, tuition
is too expensive for Logan.

However, Libby is sure her
gymnast can get academic aid.

“She’s very smart,” the third-
year coach said. “She’s a very
determined young lady. She
works very hard and has enor-
mous potential.”

E-mail DI reporter DDiiaannee HHeennddrriicckkssoonn at:
diane-hendrickson@uiowa.edu

A: Jim O’Brien and Adam Vinatieri. O’Brien won Super Bowl V for
the Baltimore Colts, and Vinatieri won Super Bowl XXXVI for the
New England Patriots.

CHECK OUT CITY 
CHANNEL 17, CAMPUS 4,

OR DAILYIOWAN.COM
TO CATCH VIDEO HIGH-

LIGHTS AND INTERVIEWS WITH THE MEN’S
SWIMMERS AND COACHES AS THEY PREPARE

FOR THIS WEEKEND’S OHIO STATE MEET.

CHECK OUT CITY 
CHANNEL 17, CAMPUS 4,
OR DAILYIOWAN.COM

TO CATCH BRITTANY
LOGAN AND FELLOW GYMHAWKS IN ACTION

AS THEY GET READY FOR THEIR UPCOMING
ROAD MEET AT NORTH CAROLINA STATE.

Brett Slezak/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeye Brittany Logan practices on the uneven bars on Wednesday. Logan transferred to Iowa this
semester after attending Central Michigan University.

Winding road for GymHawk 

Miami nice
While most students spent a long win-

ter break relaxing, the Iowa swimming
team was hard at work in South Beach 

HAWKEYE SPORTS SCHEDULE
Friday
• Swimming and diving vs. Western
Illinois, Fieldhouse Pool, 5 p.m.
• Wrestling at Oklahoma State, 8
p.m.
• Women’s Tennis, Hawkeye
Invitational, All day. Hawkeye
Tennis and Recreation Center.       
• Women’s track at Arkansas
Razorback Invite, TBA. 
Saturday
• Swimming and diving vs. Illinois
and Ohio State, Fieldhouse Pool. 11
a.m.
• Men’s Gymnastics at Michigan, 6
p.m.
• Men’s Basketball at Ohio State,
7:05 p.m.

• Men’s Track, Jack Johnson Classic
at Minneapolis, TBA.
• Women’s Track, Jack Johnson
Classic at Minneapolis, TBA.
• Women’s Tennis, Hawkeye
Invitational, Hawkeye Tennis and
Recreation Center. All day.
Sunday
• Women’s Gymnastics at North
Carolina State also vs. Ohio State
and Georgia, 1 p.m.
• Women’s Basketball at Michigan
State, 1:05 p.m.
• Wrestling vs. Northwestern at
Rolling Meadows, Il. 2.pm.
• Women’s Tennis, Hawkeye
Invitational, Hawkeye Tennis and
Recreation Center. All day.

   



Bulls 99, Bucks 90
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Andres

Nocioni scored 21 points, Ben
Gordon added 20, and Luol Deng
had 19 to lead the Chicago Bulls to
their third-straight victory, 99-90,
on Wednesday night against the
Milwaukee Bucks.

It was Gordon’s seventh-straight
game with at least 20 points, and it
helped give the Bulls a rare win in
Milwaukee, where they had lost 15
of the previous 16 times.
Milwaukee, which got a career-
high 22 points from 19-year-old
Ersan Ilyasova, committed a sea-
son-high 26 turnovers.

Still, Milwaukee led 73-65 late in
the third quarter before Chicago
went on a 20-3 run to take its first
lead since the first half. Milwaukee
missed its first 10 shots of the
fourth quarter.

Milwaukee’s only basket during
the run was from Ilyasova, who hit
a step-back 3-pointer to give the
Bucks their last lead at 76-74 with
7:37 left.

Deng and Nocioni hit jumpers as
Chicago retook the lead, and after
two free throws by Deng, Gordon
intercepted Andrew Bogut’s pass
and flung it 60 feet down court in
stride to Kirk Hinrich for an easy
lay-up.

On the next possession, Ruben
Patterson was stripped, and
Gordon hit a 3-pointer to give the
Bulls an 85-76 lead with 5:12 left.
Chicago extended that lead to 12
and the Bucks never got back with-

in striking distance.
Bulls center Ben Wallace

returned to the starting lineup after
missing two games with a sore
lower back. He had 10 rebounds.

Milwaukee got 17 points from
Earl Boykins, 12 from Brian
Skinner, and 10 from Charlie Bell
to go along with 15 points and 11
rebounds from Patterson. But the
Bucks shot 4-of-22 from the field
in the final quarter, sealing their
fate.

Hinrich finished with 16 points
and nine assists for Chicago,
which played at the Bucks’ frenetic
pace for three quarters before re-
establishing the defensive domi-
nance the Bulls showed in allowing
an average of 79.6 points in the
previous three games.

It was supposed to finally be the
dazzling home debut of Boykins,
the second-shortest player in the
history of the NBA at 5-5, after
Saturday’s game against the
Hornets was postponed because of
inclement weather.

He had scored 30 points in his
previous outing at Charlotte and
showed flashes of brilliance
against the Bulls, but also commit-
ted five turnovers and failed to
knock down timely shots.

“I must admit I probably do
[running with his players]
much less as a 37-year-old
than when I was a 25-year-old
coach.”

While Rainey feels he may
be starting to slow down, for-
mer distance runner and cur-
rent men’s cross-country and
track coach Larry Wieczorek is
still running with his group
after 20 years. He does it
because he loves it.

“I don’t stay with them by
any means, but they will go out
for an hour and half, and I’ll be
out there for an hour and a
half,” said the 60-year-old. “I
think it is good for a coach to
be in shape and be a role
model for fitness. To be a good
runner, you need to live the life
of a runner. I tell myself that,
even though I am not a com-
petitive runner [anymore]. I
think it helps me relate. It
helps me be a better role model
for them.”

Wieczorek pointed to former
University of Utah basketball
coach Rick Majerus as an

example of a coach who doesn’t
necessarily need to lead by
physical example to be suc-
cessful. However, that’s not
quite his style, nor is it for his
assistant, Joey Woody.

As a former four time All-
American at UNI, and winner
of a gold and silver medal in
the World Championships,
Woody works above and
beyond what his athletes can
perform. He even still thirsts
for his first trip to the
Olympics in 2008.

“I’m in a different training
program just because most of
the athletes wouldn’t be able
to handle the training that I
do,” said the 33-year-old, who
is also training to make his
fourth World Championship
team this year in Osaka,
Japan. “We are building them
toward that. They keep me
motivated with their competi-
tiveness. Being around moti-
vated people helps keep the
fire burning.”

E-mail DI reporter Eric Mandel at:
eric-mandel@uiowa.edu

Luedke, who admits his
wrestling style isn’t always
pretty, is making a radical leap
up the 174-pound rankings. He
began the season as the No. 17
wrestler, according to the Inter-
Mat rankings. Now, the health
and sports-studies major finds
himself riding shotgun as No. 2
in the most recent poll behind
Missouri’s Ben Askren.

Despite a marked improve-
ment from last year’s 23-15
record, Iowa head coach Tom
Brands believes it isn’t so much
that Luedke has gotten signifi-
cantly better; instead, it’s his
will to win that sets him apart.

“I am not sure it’s improve-
ment — I think he’s always
been good,” Brands said. “He’s
competitive — he’s a competi-
tor in everything he does. He
takes it very personal.”

The first two years of Lued-
ke’s collegiate career were spent
in his hometown of Colby, Kan.,
where he attended Colby Com-
munity College and wrestled.
During the 2003-04 season, he

went 38-5 and won the NJCAA
national championship at 157
pounds. The next season, the
hard-nosed wrestler compiled a
record of 42-5 and won another
title, this time at 165 pounds.

All the success taught Luedke
an important lesson he brought
with him to Iowa.

“More or less, it is the end of
the year that matters,” he said.
“Not the season — just what
happens at nationals. That is
the attitude I was taught in
community college. Building
the whole season.”

The arrival of Brands and the
comeback of Dan Gable have
helped Luedke develop further as a
wrestler and also keep him ground-
ed.He knows he must get better at

scoring on his feet and achieving
takedowns. Even when he is suc-
cessful during a match, he realizes
Brands and Gable expect more.

“It’s more mental in that
they push me more,” Luedke
said. “I do well, and I kind of
look at them to see what they
think, and they don’t give you
credit, so I feel like I have to do
more, win by more points.

“They are keeping me on
track, and they are keeping me
pretty focused. Last year, I
don’t think I was really this
focused, at least not every
match — it was more up and
down. This year, I just want to
win every time, and I just want
to dominate every time.”

The tenacity Luedke brings to

each practice and match is some-
thing Brands hopes rubs off on
his teammates. The first-year
coach is trying to instill an aggres-
sive, never-say-die attitude in his
wrestlers, and Luedke is a perfect
of example of what can happen if
you buy into his system.

“He buys in because that’s his
fiber, that’s what he’s made out
of,” Brands said. “Really, we need
a senior to do it, then we need
the young guys to do it. If we
have young guys doing it along
with the veterans, then you
know what — we’re on our way.”

E-mail DI reporter Ian Smith at:
ian-w-smith@uiowa.edu

STAYING FIT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3B
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A TRIP TO
LAS VEGAS

to the
ROCK-PAPER-SCISSORSNational Championship

LUEDKE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

Luedke known for competitivenessIowa coaches
staying fit

NBA

‘To be a good runner, you need to live the life of a
runner. I tell myself that, even though I am not a
competitive runner [anymore]. I think it helps me

relate. It helps me be a better role model for them.’
— Larry Wieczorek, Iowa track coach

Rachel Mummey/The Daily Iowan
Hawkeye Eric Luedke wrestles Chad Beatty during practice on Wednesday in Carver-Hawkeye Arena.
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

U STORE ALL Self Storage
Individual units from
5’x10’ to 20’x20’.
Concrete buildings, steel doors.
Visit us online:
www.ustoreall.com
(319)337-3506.

CAROUSEL MINI-STORAGE
Located 809 Hwy 1 Iowa City

Sizes available: 
5x10, 10x20, 10x30.
354-2550, 354-1639

STORAGE

JULIA’S FARM KENNELS
Schnauzer puppies. Boarding, 
grooming. 319-351-3562.

BUSTER says get a fuzzy friend 
to keep you warm this winter. 
Call IC Shelter (319)356-5295.

PETS

36” Mitsubishi color TV with 
stand. 5-years-old. $300/ obo. 
(515)408-2242.

TV/VIDEO

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
SAVE MONEY!
Maine camp needs fun loving 
counselors to teach all  land, ad-
venture & water sports. 
Great summer!
Call (888)844-8080,
apply: campcedar.com

CAMP COUNSELORS needed 
for great overnight camps in the 
Pocono Mountains of PA. Gain 
valuable experience while work-
ing with children in the outdoors. 
Teach/ assist with athletics, 
swimming, A&C, drama, yoga, 
archery, gymnastics,
scrape-booking,  ropes course, 
nature, and much more. Office 
and Nanny positions also avail-
able. Apply on-line at:
www.pineforestcamp.com

SUMMER
EMPLOYMENT

NOW HIRING:
-Servers/ bartenders

Lunch, dinner, and weekend
shifts available.

Apply in person between 2-4pm.
University Athletic Club

1360 Melrose Ave.

DOMINO’S PIZZA is hiring 
delivery drivers. Please fill out 
application 529 S.Riverside Dr. 
or call (319)338-0030.

RESTAURANT

RESTAURANT

MEDICAL

BABYSITTER needed for eve-
nings. Perfect job for student. 
Please call Morgan at
(319)621-5195.

CHILD CARE
NEEDED

WANTED:
Enthusiastic, outgoing students 
to distribute flyers on U of ! 
campus on January  22, 23. 24, 
& 25. $10/ hour. Contact 
Staceylee at (866)313-8184.

SEMI DRIVERS
You’ll be home each and every 
weekend. 2 weeks paid vacation 
after the first year. Have Blue 
Cross Insurance, 401K. 
Good steady freight. 
OBERG FREIGHT CO.
Fort Dodge, IA 50301
(888)739-5220 ext. 2
(515)955-3592 ext. 2
obergfreight.com

REACH FOR YOUR 
POTENTIAL

1705 S. 1st Ave., Suite 1 
Iowa City, IA 52240

Now hiring for all shifts! Flexible 
schedules! FT/ PT positions 
available! Duties include provid-
ing supervision and assistance 
to adults with disabilities. Pa-
tient, caring individuals should 
apply in  person. Applications to 
be received by January 31, 
2007.

PHYSICAL THERAPIST aide, 
part-time. Please apply in per-
son: 526 Southgate Ave., IC.

PART-TIME LAW FIRM
RUNNER
Iowa City law firm is looking for a 
reliable individual to pick up and 
deliver documents and various 
other duties. Two runs are made 
each day, one late morning and 
another mid-afternoon. A total of 
about 10 to 15 hours weekly. For 
more information and to apply 
for the position send a resume to 
Richard L. Hill, Office Manager, 
Meardon, Sueppel & Downer 
P.L.C., 122 S. Linn Street, Iowa 
City, IA 52240 or e-mail to 
rickh@meardonlaw.com.

OUR nursery needs a loving, re-
sponsible childcare provider. 
Sunday mornings 8:15am- 
12:15. $35/ Sunday. Apply at 
Saint Andrew Presbyterian 
Church, 1300 Melrose Avenue, 
or call 338-7523.

LEAD singer wanted for working 
rock band. Experience. Must be 
available Sundays for practice. 
(319)648-3201.

BARTENDING! $300/ day po-
tential. No experience neces-
sary. Training provided.
800-965-6520 ext. 111.

HELP WANTED

INSURANCE
Career Opportunity. Coralville 
Allstate Insurance office has an 
opening for entry-level staff posi-
tion. If you are personable, ca-
reer minded and an ambitious 
self-starter with good work hab-
its, fax resume to (319)337-4379 
or a025902@allstate.com.

FAMILY hog farm seeking
full-time employee. Farm back-
ground a plus, but not neces-
sary. Position located in the Iowa 
City area. Good salary and ex-
cellent benefits. Background
check and drug test required. 
(319)338-9054, leave message.

DELIVERY

Signing bonus for Distribution
Center Assistant and Weekend
Service Driver positions in Iowa 
City. Assisting with down routes 
and delivery of missing newspa-
pers. Flexible schedule, early 
morning hours, workday ending 
by 11am.

Knowledge of the Iowa City area 
required. Must have reliable 
transportation, valid driver’s 
license and be able to lift up to 
25 lbs.

The Gazette
500 3rd Ave. SE

Cedar Rapids, IA 52406
E-mail:
gazcohr@gazettecommunications.com

Pre-employment drug 
testing & physical required.

EOE

CLEANING Professional-
Part-time and full-time available. 
$10/ hour or $20k/ year starting 
pay, and free gym membership! 
Students and new graduates 
welcome to apply! No experi-
ence necessary. E-mail resume 
and cover letter to
info@maidperfect.net.

CITY CARTON RECYCLING is 
searching for a part-time Office 
Assistant for its Iowa City office. 
Primary responsibilities for this 
position include answering a 
multiline phone, scaling trucks, 
open and distribute mail, filing, 
ordering inventory, bookkeeping, 
and other duties as assigned. 
Previous multiline phone experi-
ence, Excel and Word experi-
ence required. Hours are M-F 
12-5pm. Please fax your resume 
and cover letter including salary 
requirements to (319)248-0108. 
EOE.

ATTENTION UI 
STUDENTS!

GREAT RESUME- BUILDER
GREAT JOB!

Be a key to the University's 
future! Join 

THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
FOUNDATION TELEFUND

up to $9.40 per hour!!!
CALL NOW!

335-3442, ext.417
Leave name, phone number, 

and best time to call.
www.uifoundation.org/jobs

$7/ hour, part-time help
needed at local dog daycare. 
(319)351-3647
www.luckypawz.com

HELP WANTED

AMERICA READS reading 
tutors needed. Work with ele-
mentary children. 
7-20 hours/ week, $8-11/ hour. 
joy-harrington@iowa.edu

WORK-STUDY

LOST: Soft & supple hands
FOUND: 

“Kermit’s Wonderful®
Skincare”

Fareway, Hy-Vee, 
Paul’s Discount & Soap Opera

Made-In-Iowa Product

LOST & FOUND

DON’T be a victim! Protect your-
self against criminal assault. Call 
now. (319)530-8838.

CONNIE’S
WHITE GLOVE CLEANING.

Wanted: Houses to clean! 
Vacancies available! Excellent 
references. Call (319)354-7515.

MESSAGE
BOARD

WEDDING VIDEOGRAPHY
Call Photon Studios for 

professional wedding
videography.

(319)594-5777. 
www.photon-studios.com

WEDDING

PHOTOS to DVD and VIDEO
Video Albums

Photon Studios
(319)594-5777

www.photon-studios.com

PERSONAL

Classifieds

335-5784   335-5785335-5784   335-5785

SPORTS

BY ANDREW SELIGMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — Their lockers are
close, although anyone could be forgiven for
assuming there’s a fairly large gap in the
relationship between Thomas Jones and
Cedric Benson.

It seems that way at times, even though
Jones wanted to put that thought to rest
Wednesday.

“As far as I’m concerned,” he said, “all the
running backs have a great relationship.”

The Chicago Bears would reach the
Super Bowl for the first time in 21 years
with a win over New Orleans on Jan. 21.
And their chances may hinge on how well
Jones and Benson perform.

The two are rarely seen talking, let alone
engaging in the usual locker-room banter.
They’ve acknowledged their relationship is
professional, and Benson has made it clear
he wants Jones’ job.

“I know what I’m capable of,” Benson
said. “The Bears know what I’m capable of.
If this is the way they want to go about try-
ing to win the big show, I’m all for it.”

For now, that means Jones remains the
No. 1 running back and Benson the primary
backup. And, it means coexisting.

Jones ran for 66 yards and two touchdowns
as the Bears beat Seattle, 27-24, in overtime
last week after a first-round playoff bye. Ben-
son contributed 45 yards on 12 carries.

“I’ve always been a team player, and I’ll

always be a team player,” said Jones, who
rushed for 1,210 yards during the regular
season. “Cedric has come in and done some
really good things. He’s made some big
plays for us, and he’s helped us win football
games. … I feel as though I’m a leader of
the running-back group, and I want to defi-
nitely lead by example, whether it’s in the
meeting room or on the football field.”

Jones was stuck on bad teams in Arizona
his first three years in the league, and he
spent the 2003 season with a Tampa Bay
team that went 7-9 before moving to Chica-
go. But the Bears have gotten better in each
of his three seasons.

They went from 5-11 in 2004 to 11-5, an
NFC North championship, and a playoff
loss to Carolina last season. And they were
13-3 during the regular season and earned
the top seed in the playoffs before beating
Seattle 27-24 in overtime Sunday.

Now, Jones is close to reaching the Super
Bowl — a notion that seemed unlikely a few
years ago. No wonder he couldn’t sleep Tuesday.

He spent the evening speaking to rela-
tives, watching film — and it was well past
midnight before he knew it.

“I didn’t go to sleep till about 1 or 2,”
Jones said on Wednesday. “You just can’t
help but think about it. It’s a very exciting
time for me, exciting time for our football
team and the city of Chicago. We have the
opportunity of a lifetime in front of us, and
we understand that.”

BY EDDIE PELLS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

INDIANAPOLIS — Jim Kelly or Troy
Aikman. Fran Tarkenton or Terry Brad-
shaw. Dan Fouts or Joe Montana. Dan
Marino or John Elway.

A few years from now, Peyton Manning
will be forever placed into one category of
the NFL’s greatest quarterbacks — those
who have won Super Bowls and those who
haven’t. He’s got to get there first, though,
and his next chance is coming soon.

Will the Colt-Patriot game Jan. 21
amount to a defining moment, an all-or-
nothing opportunity for Manning, who is
currently the Greatest Quarterback to
Never Make a Super Bowl? If he wins,
maybe history will see it that way. If he
doesn’t — well, certainly he’ll have other
chances. Won’t he?

His coach and teammates hate that it
always seems to come to this.

“It’s totally unfair to him,” tight end Dal-
las Clark said. “He has his job to do, and he
can’t do anything else. It’s sad, but that’s
why you guys do what you do. He handles it
great. He’s a professional.”

Manning was not available for interviews
Wednesday. The Colts chose to delay his
availability until Friday, when he’ll undoubt-
edly offer the candid, introspective, realistic
thoughts on the subject that he has repeated
many times over his nine years in the NFL.

It’s a career filled with records, Pro
Bowls, MVP awards. But he is 5-6 in the
playoffs with an 0-2 record against New
England’s Tom Brady, the less-spectacular
quarterback who has always been best
when the stakes have been the highest.
Brady is 12-1 in the playoffs with three
Super Bowl rings.

Brady entered the league as a backup, a
sixth-round draft pick in 2000 — the kind of
player who comes with no hype or expecta-
tions. Manning was the first pick of the 1998
draft — the kind of player who has “legacy”
attached to his name before he takes a snap.

“I don’t know that he’ll be judged against
Tom Brady,” Colts coach Tony Dungy said.
“But every quarterback will be judged
against Joe Montana, and Terry Bradshaw,
and Bart Starr, and guys who have won
Super Bowls. That’s the way it is. I think we
have appreciation now for Dan Marino, and
Boomer Esiason, and Dan Fouts, and guys
who haven’t won it. But at the time, we talk
about how many Super Bowls you’ve won. As
time goes by, history is a little easier on you.”

Manning, of course, is hoping he won’t
need friendly historians to cement his legacy.
A Super Bowl ring is the easiest — maybe
the only — way to avoid that.

Funny thing is that he finds himself on
the cusp of the Super Bowl again — Man-
ning’s second appearance in the AFC cham-
pionship game — after a most un-Peyton-
like run through the playoffs.

He has 438 yards in two games, fewer
than he recorded in his second playoff
blowout over the Broncos in 2004. He has
one touchdown pass and five interceptions.
His quarterback rating is 58.3.

Yet just as he has struggled, the defense
that has often derailed Indy’s Super Bowl
hopes has also been uncharacteristic —
allowing only a single touchdown and an
average of 63.5 rushing yards in two games.

“The NFL has a funny way of highlighting
the quarterbacks, like it’s Peyton versus
Brady,” defensive end Dwight Freeney said.
“That’s all right for the media, the fans and
the game, but there’s a lot more going on out
there than just two quarterbacks going at it.”

Still, as a defensive end — even a great 
defensive end — Freeney will never be held under
the spotlight the way a quarterback would.

Especially a quarterback such as Manning.
Nobody can stand at the line of scrim-

mage and dissect a defense better, and
nobody has thrown for more yards over the
last nine seasons than Manning, who is
essentially on pace to own every significant
quarterback record in league history if he
plays five or six more years without injury.

Morry Gash/Associated Press
Bear running back Cedric Benson (32) tries to break the tackle of Seahawk defensive end Grant
Wistrom during the Chicago-Seattle NFC divisional playoff football game in Chicago on Sunday.

Once again, Manning
one game away

Bears’ fate may
rest on backs’ legs
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REAL ESTATE
PROPERTIES

HOUSE
FOR SALE

FOR SALE
BY OWNER

CONDO
FOR SALE

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

VANS

TRUCKS

AUTO DOMESTIC

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE
128-1/2 E. Washington St. IC. 
Second floor, 325 square feet. 
$350/ month includes H/W.
(319)356-5933.

OFFICE SPACE

11 RENTAL PROPERTIES for 
sale. Rented for 2007-2008.
(319)631-1972.

REAL ESTATE
PROPERTIES

FACTORY built modular homes.
State and fed HUD code.

3 BR, 2 BA on your foundation.
Only $39,980.
(800)632-5985

Horkheimer Homes
Hazelton, IA.

HOUSE
FOR SALE

GREAT Westside location. 
Newly refurbished two bedroom, 
one bathroom Benton Manor 
Condo with appliances. 10 min-
utes to UIHC, Law and Dentistry 
colleges. Reserved off-street 
parking, on bus route. Great in-
vestment property. FSBO. 
$79,500. Available January 15. 
(319)321-4185.

CONDO
FOR SALE

THREE bedroom, $966/ month, 
Bowery St., parking included, 
A/C. No pets. (319)338-7058.

THREE bedroom house on Iowa 
River, Iowa City. $1300, two 
story built in 2000, garage, boat 
launch, large yard with dog run. 
Available now. 4387 Ocean 
Blvd. (319)530-8741.

THREE bedroom farm house 10 
miles west of Kinnick Stadium. 
$675. No inside  pets. Couple 
preferred. (651)714-5420.

SPACIOUS 1800 square foot 
four bedroom. Cable and Inter-
net ready. Appliances. Excellent 
price and parking. No pets. 
(319)683-2324.

SIX bedroom. 402 Ronald St. 
Close to downtown.
(319)325-4156.

SEVERAL Eastside houses. 
4, 7, 8, and 10 bedrooms. Avail-
able 8/1/07. Local landlords. 
www.buxhouses.com
(319)354-7262.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

FOUR bedroom, 2800 sq.ft.
1710 E.College by City High. All 
new. Two car garage, two gas 
fireplaces, C/A, W/D, D/W. Avail-
able now. $1350/ month plus 
utilities. (319)354-7262.
www.buxhouses.com

HOUSES for rent close to cam-
pus. UofIhouserentals.com.

HISTORIC former fraternity 
house. Totally renovated. 10 
bedrooms, 3 kitchens, 2 laun-
dries, 8 parking spaces, cable, 
Internet, microwave, dishwasher. 
Ideal for large group. Rent 
$3900/ month plus utilities. 
www.buxhouses.com
Available 8/1/07. (319)354-7262.

FOUR bedrooms, large yard, 
make offer, no pets, 918 Bloom-
ington. (319)351-9126.

FIVE bedroom. Close to cam-
pus. Parking. W/D. Available 
August 1. (319)337-8504.

FALL/ CLOSE-IN. 
1-10 bedroom houses. Free 
parking. www.REMhouses.com
(319)337-5022.

FALL LEASING
4, 5, 6, 8 bedroom houses
close to campus and downtown.
(319)351-7676.

FALL LEASING
3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10 bedroom houses 
close to campus.
(319)354-8391.

CLOSE-IN. 5-6 bedroom large 
houses. All appliances. Parking. 
No pets. (319)683-2324.

AVAILABLE now. Large, new 
three bedroom, 3-1/2 bath, 
downtown, 117 N.Governor.
Until August 1, discounted rate. 
(319)936-7100.

AVAILABLE January 1. Beauti-
ful four bedroom house, three 
blocks from campus, W/D, hard-
wood floors, 308 Davenport St., 
$1150/ month. (319)530-7489.

AUGUST 1. Large seven bed-
room house three blocks from 
campus, W/D, hardwood floors, 
C/A, $2590/ month. Call 
(319)530-7489.

AUGUST 1, 2007. Very large re-
molded four bedroom house, two 
bathrooms, close to campus. 
W/D. (319)339-0391.

905 N. Dodge. Three bedroom. 
$950 plus utilities. W/D,
off-street parking. August 1. 
(319)354-0146.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

7 bedroom. 115 S.Governor. 
$2650/ month  plus utilities. 
Available August 1.
w w w . b u x h o u s e s . c o m  
(319)354-7262.

6 AND 7 bedroom houses , 
multi bathrooms, free parking, 
W/D, C/A, dishwasher, busline, 
close-in. Leasing for fall 2007. 
(319)341-9385.

4 bedroom. 1030 E.Jefferson. 
$1600/ month plus utilities. 
Available August 1. 
w w w . b u x h o u s e s . c o m  
(319)354-7262.

3 extra large bedrooms. Unusual 
place, quiet area, close, no pets, 
no smoking, references. $950. 
(319)331-5071.

2, 3, 4, 5, 6+ bedroom, down-
town houses for rent. Fall 2007. 
Multi bathrooms in all homes. 
Free parking, busline, close-in , 
many new up-grades. Now leas-
ing. (319)341-9385.

2, 3, 4, 5, 6 bedrooms, multi 
bathrooms, free parking, W/D, 
C/A, dishwasher, busline, 
close-in. Leasing for fall 2007. 
(319)341-9385.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

TWO bedroom, one bathroom. 
Air, W/D,  dishwasher, carport. 
Eastside. $595/ month.
(319)330-7368, (319)337-7368.

THREE  bedroom condo. Coral-
ville. W/D, D/W, C/A, busline. 
Two car garage. $900. Available 
now. (319)338-6633 or
(319)321-4184.

LUXURY CONDO
Two bedroom, one bathroom, all 
amenities! Large deck, fireplace, 
W/D in unit. Available April 1st. 
Call for details. (515)570-4616.

LARGE three bedroom town-
house, two baths, skylight, 
off-street parking, W/D, C/A, 
yard, internet. No smoking, no 
pets. After 6:30p.m.
(319)354-2221.

BEAUTIFUL townhouse, two 
bedroom plus den upstairs. 
Great room with fireplace. Two 
car garage. 709 Scott Park Dr. 
December 1. $1150  plus utili-
ties. (319)337-7392.
www.ivetteapartments.com

AVAILABLE now. Three bed-
room townhouse with garage, 
C/A, dishwasher. Near UIHC, 
Law School. $891/ month. No 
pets. jandjapts.com
(319)338-7058.

804 BENTON DRIVE. Two bed-
rooms,  $500/ month, water in-
cluded. Parking, busline, A/C, 
W/D hook-ups and laundry 
on-site. No pets. (319)337-8544.

CONDO
FOR RENT

TWO bedroom, east Iowa City, 
C/A, W/D hook-ups, no  pets/ 
smoking. $570. (319)338-6990.

AVAILAABLE January 1. Large 
two bedrom, two bathroom town-
house. W/D. Close-in, noo pets, 
grad preferrred. Page St. $600. 
(319)330-0220 or
(319)354-5631.

$600. Eastside, quiet two bed-
room, easy walk, parking, C/A, 
W/D. 102 Clapp. (563)528-1202.
gary.sloat@gmail.com

DUPLEX
FOR RENT

THREE bedroom townhouse 
near City High, W/D, no pets, 
lease, $750 plus utilities. 
(319)621-4653.

THREE bedroom apartment. 
New paint, vinyl, and appliances. 
On busline. 961 Miller Ave. 
Available immediately. $745/ 
month, H/W paid. (319)337-2685 
or (319)430-2093.

IMPECCABLE three bedroom, 
3000 sq.ft.., 3-1/2 bathrooms, 3 
car garage. Geothermal heat 
and AC. W/D included. 10 blocks 
east of Pentacrest. Available 
8-1-07. Rent is $1550. Visit:
www.parsonsproperties.net
or call (319)631-1236.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

IMMACULATE three bedroom, 
three bathroom townhome in 
trendy North Liberty. Within 10 
minutes from the university. 
Across the street from schools 
and convenient to shopping. 
1560-sq.ft. All appliances in-
cluded. Two car garage. $1100/ 
month  plus $100 association 
fees. Call Dan at (319)325-8590.

FOUR bedroom. Parking and 
garage. Walking distance to 
campus. Available August 1. 
(319)358-7139.

FOUR bedroom. A/C, porch, two 
blocks from downtown. Parking, 
on-site laudnry, sublet available 
May. (847)409-3981, ASAP.

FIRST MONTH FREE
620 CHURCH STREET

4 bedroom, close to campus, 
C/A, $1400. SouthGate
(319)339-9320 s-gate.com

427 N. Dubuque.
Four bedrooms. One block from 
Currier. Available summer 2007.
(712)260-2479.

3 AND 4 bedroom houses ,
multi bathrooms, free parking, 
W/D, C/A, dishwasher, busline, 
close-in. Leasing for fall 2007. 
(319)341-9385.

THREE / FOUR
BEDROOM

TWO bedroom. Secured build-
ing. W/D, dishwasher, C/A, wa-
ter  paid. (319)338-4774.

TWO bedroom, two bathroom. 
Near UIHC, W/D, garage park-
ing, Lincoln Avenue; $865/ 
month. (816)590-7837.

TWO bedroom, two bathroom, 
two balconies. Close to down-
town, overlooking swimming 
pool. Free garage parking. Laun-
dry, elevator, all appliances. 
Central A/C and heating. Call 
ASI (319)621-6750.

TWO bedroom, top floor. $600/ 
month. K-Mart area. 
545-2075- I.C.

TWO bedroom, one bathroom
available in January. $565 plus 
utilities, free parking, laundry 
on-site, located by the law 
school. (319)354-2233  for 
showings.

TWO bedroom, no smoking, in 
quiet house and neighborhood. 
Close to park. Off-street parking. 
Pets? $775 water paid.
(319)331-1120.

TWO bedroom, Coralville, avail-
able now. 970 sq.ft. $595/ 
month, water paid. Balcony, C/A, 
free parking, laundry on-site, on 
busline. (319)339-7925.

TWO bedroom apartments.
www.parsonsproperties.com

SUBLEASE apartment, 2 bed-
room, $585/ month. One parking 
space and on bus routes. Nice, 
well maintained  apartment. 
(712)579-5851.

REMODELED two bedroom 
units on Westside, close to foot-
ball stadium, medical, dental 
schools and U of I hospital. 
Heat/ water paid. $575- 595, 
flexible lease. Call Lincoln Real 
Estate, (319)338-3701.

PARK PLACE and PARKSIDE 
MANOR in Coralville have two 
bedroom sublets available im-
mediately. $545- $600 includes 
water. Laundry on-site. Close to 
library and Rec Center. Call 
(319)354-0281.

AVAILABLE now. Two bed-
rooms downtown. Starting at 
$750/ month. Off-street parking, 
A/C. No pets. janjapts.com 
(319)338-7058.

AVAILABLE ANYTIME.
Iowa City. New two bedroom. 
$700. (319)594-3559.

ANDOVER GARDEN on Hay-
wood Dr. Great space with 1-1/2 
bathrooms, C/A, lower level or 
3rd floors. No pets. $575-625. 
Ivette Rentals, (319)337-7392.

942 23rd Ave. Place in Coral-
ville. Two bedroom, $625  plus 
utilities. W/D,  fireplace, sky-
lights, available January.
(319)530-8700.

205 Fifth Street, Coralville.
Three blocks to Iowa River 
Power, two bedroom, $625 plus 
utilities, W/D, fireplace, available 
December. (319)530-8700.

TWO BEDROOM

2 bedroom on Westside, close 
to Melrose. Quiet neighborhood. 
On busline. Available now. 
Flexible lease. Call Lincoln Real 
Estate, (319)338-3701.

TWO BEDROOM

VERY large one bedroom. 
Close-in. C/A, parking. Security 
entrance. W/D. $625/ includes 
off-street parking spot. Days 
(319)351-1346, after 7:30p.m 
and weekends (319)354-2221.

TWO months rent free. One bed-
room at Carriage Hill apart-
ments, $500/ month. February 
and March rent will be paid. Very 
close to UIHC. (319)541-0849.

SUBLET. One bedroom, West-
side, H/W ,  parking, A/C, $510/ 
month. (760)994-8360.

SUBLET. February. One bed-
room apartment, close-in, 
E.Washington. H/W & parking 
paid. Quiet. Newly remodeled. 
(641)472-7282, (641)919-7143.

PRIME downtown location, par-
tially furnished, one bedroom, 
one bathroom, parking included, 
price negotiable, W/D.
(630)854-3033.

ONE bedroom, Oakcrest St., 
cats ok, off-street parking, A/C, 
busline. jandjapts.com
(319)338-7058.

ONE bedroom apartments.
www.parsonsproperties.com

ONE bedroom apartment. Avail-
able February 1. Close to Pen-
tacrest. Off-street parking. $300. 
(319)338-9100.

ONE bedroom apartment. 590 
Foster Road. Pets allowed. Ap-
pliances. On-site laundry. Water 
paid. $555/ month. Thomas, 
(319)930-0183.

ONE bedroom apartment avail-
able now. Clean, quiet, friendly. 
Near Hospital and Law Building. 
On city bus route, near Cambus 
route. H/W paid, on-site laundry, 
free off-street parking. $497/ 
month. Call Stuart 
(319)981-1299.

ONE bedroom. 618 S.VanBuren. 
H/W paid, parking, $490. Call 
Greg (319)321-2239 or Joby 
(309)292-6601. 

moengroup
DOWNTOWN one bedroom sub-
lets available now.  
-221 E.College (Plaza Towers)
$1900. 
Contact Marc 430-0310 or 
marc@moengroup.com

LARGE one bedroom. Quiet, no 
smoking, no  pets. A/C. Parking,  
yard. $495, utilities paid. After 
6p.m. (319)354-2221.

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

EFFICIENCY. S.Johnson. $375, 
H/W paid. First month free. 
Available after Fall semester. 
(515)290-8718.

EFFICIENCY apartment.
No smoking. In quiet house and 
neighborhood. Close to park.
Off-street parking. Pets?
(319)331-1120.

EFFICIENCY apartment.
Close-n, pets negotiable. Avail-
able now. (319)338-7047.

EFFICIENCY apartment, hard-
wood floors in well maintained 
turn-of-the-century building close 
to downtown. (319)338-8343.

CORALVILLE. One bedroom. 
H/W paid. Newer carpet, appli-
ances, parking, laundry on-site. 
$475  single, $495 couple.
(319)330-7081.

CLEAN, quiet, large efficiency. 
H/W  paid. Laundry. Busline. No 
smoking/ pets. Coralville. 
(319)337-9376.

BLACKHAWK APARTMENTS.
One bedroom with den. Down-
town, available now. $720/ 
month. Lincoln Real Estate, 
(319)338-3701.

BEAUTIFUL one bedroom 
apartment four blocks from 
downtown.  Historic District. H/W 
paid. Off-street parking.
(319)338-4774.

AVAILABLE now. Starting at 
$448/ month. Westside loca-
tions. 
jandjapts.com (319)338-7058.

ALL utilities included; cats wel-
come; large windows, hardwood 
floors; (319)621-8317.

EFFICIENCY /
ONE BEDROOM

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

STUDIO, private rooms, quiet, 
inexpensive living. Parking! Near 
Hancher with TV, WiFi.
(319)338-3935.

NOW AVAILABLE
2-3 bedroom, 1-2 bathroom units 
from $995. Westside units avail-
able close to UIHC. 

Call (319)631-2659.

EMERALD COURT APART-
MENTS has two and three bed-
room sublets available Decem-
ber 21. $585 and $775 includes 
water. Laundry on-site, off-street 
parking, 24 hour maintenance. 
Call (319)337-4323.

BRAND NEW- NEAR CAMPUS- 
FALL
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 bedroom apartments 
downtown.
(319)351-8391.

AVAILABLE FOR FALL
New & nice, near campus
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 bedroom apartments
www.apartmentsnearcampus.com
(319)351-7676.

AVAILABLE FOR AUGUST
BRAND NEW & NEWER
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 bedroom apartments 
downtown, extremely close to 
classes & ped mall.
www.aptsdowntown.com
(319)354-8331.

AVAILABLE FOR AUGUST
4 & 5 bedroom townhouses
500 S.Gilbert & 520 Bowery
www.aptsdowntown.com
(319)354-apts

ALWAYS ONLINE
www.dailyiowan.com

AD#507. Sleeping rooms or 
three bedroom apartments. Near  
downtown, reduced rates. H/W 
paid. W/D  facility,  parking. Call 
M-F, 9-5pm, (319)351-2178.

AD#401. Three bedroom in 
Coralville. W/D facilities, dish-
washer, A/C, H/W paid.  Spa-
cious. No pets. Call M-F, 
(319)351-2178.

AD#209. Efficiency, one, and 
two bedrooms in Coralville. 
Quiet area, parking, some with 
deck, water paid. W/D facilities. 
Possible flexible lease. Call M-F, 
9-5pm, (319)351-2178.

1, 2, 3, 4 bedrooms and efficien-
cies. Close to downtown. Free 
parking, pool, laundry, some 
utilities paid. Call ASI, 
(319)621-6750.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

CLEAN four bedroom, two bath-
room apartment, one block from 
Currier, $1700. (319)310-6478, 
(224)588-2891.

SUMMER SUBLET
FALL OPTION

SHARE house with three male 
students. On busline, westside 
near hospital. On-site laundry, 
off-street parking. $313/ month 
plus utilities. (319)530-2281.

ROOMMATES. Two bedrooms 
in six bedroom beautiful old 
house. W/D, dishwasher, park-
ing. Close-in. $250/ each plus 
utilities. (319)400-7335.

RENT this room! Near downtown 
Iowa City. $360/ month, negotia-
ble. February rent free. Two 
male roommates easy to live 
with. Available now! Contact 
Stephanie at 
Sjcrann@hotmail.com or 
(515)360-4830.

ONE room in four bedroom 
apartment, $400, utilities in-
cluded. 308 Church St., close to 
everything! (319)350-8688.

NOW, available large bedroom 
with parking space. $291 per 
month, water paid. Nice place, 
clean. (712)579-5851.

NEW, one bedroom, 417 S.Gil-
bert. Five minutes from campus. 
(630)835-7445.

ROOMMATE
WANTED

INTERNATIONAL roommate 
wanted. Clean, quiet home. 10 
minutes campus. $250 plus utili-
ties. (319)594-3149.

HOUSE.
Walking distance to downtown. 
$275/ month.  Parking, W/D, no 
deposit.(319)338-2365.

HAVE one room available begin-
ning January  1, 2007. Rent
$365 plus utilities. Nice place. 
Call (319)329-1979.

FUN, clean, responsible room-
mate wanted one bedroom with 
shared bathroom in two bed-
room apartment. $340 plus utili-
ties. Neat and clean place, pets 
allowed. 2127 Kountry Lane. 
(319)325-0037.

ROOMMATE
WANTED

ONE large bedroom with bath at-
tached in house south of airport 
on Riverside Dr. $375 includes 
all utilities, highspeed net plus 
room furnishings optional. 
(319)371-5653.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
MALE

SPRING and summer semester. 
Bedroom in two bedroom on 
Westside Dr. $395   plus utilities/ 
month. $395 deposit. Quiet 
building, big kitchen, garage, 
W/D  in unit. Call (319)354-3903.

OWN bedroom in four bedroom. 
W/D. Market St. Free parking. 
$375  plus 1/4 utilities.
(319)631-4545.

ONE room in three bedroom 
apartment. No pets. Parking. 
Three blocks from busline. $299/ 
month. (712)539-1392.

EXCELLENT value near down-
town. Own bedroom in house 
with three others. Very close to 
campus. $290/ month, utilities 
paid. On street parking. 
Available immediately through 
August. (319)330-8242.

ROOMMATE
WANTED
FEMALE

QUIET, close, furnished- $385, 
full bath $450. In private home, 
$400- $500. Utilities paid.
(319354-8118.

PRIVATE room on busline with 
shared bathroom and kitchen. 
Free parking, on-site laundry, 
utilities, cable. Less than one 
mile from campus. $275/ month. 
Call (319)337-8665.

LOST your roommate! WANT 
TO LOSE YOUR ROOMMATE? 
Immaculate  private room in 
guest house. Basic furnishings, 
living room, kitchen, free 
off-street parking. Utilities in-
cluded. Ideal close-in location. 
No  lease. $500/ month.
(319)337-4363.

FURNISHED room in house. 
$400 utilities included. Keokuk 
Court. (319)325-4935.

CAT welcome; hardwood floors; 
high ceiling; $355 utilities in-
cluded: (319)621-8317.

AVAILABLE now. Dorm style 
rooms, $235/ month, water paid. 
Call (319)354-2233 for show-
ings.

ALL utilities included; cat wel-
come; quiet environment;  park-
ing, laundry; (319)621-8317.

946 IOWA AVE.
Units 2 through 9. Rent $300/ 
month. Shared house, laundry, 
parking. All utilities, cable, Inter-
net included. On-site manager. 
Available January. 
www.buxhouses.com
(319)354-7262.

424 S. LUCAS. 
Units 1, 2, 3, 5 and 8. Share 
kitchen, bathroom, laundry. 
Parking. Rent $320- 395/ month, 
all utilities, cable, Internet in-
cluded. On-site manager, avail-
able now. www.buxhouses.com 
(319)354-7262.

ROOM FOR RENT

14 N. JOHNSON, unit 4.
Share kitchen, bathroom, laun-
dry. Rent $370/ month, utilities 
included. On-site manager. 
Available January.
www.buxhouses.com
(319)354-7262.

$300 all utilities paid. Room in 8 
room house. Across from dorms, 
walking distance to downtown, 
flexible lease. Call Lincoln Real 
Estate, (319)338-3701.

ROOM FOR RENT

EXPERT low cost solutions to 
your car problems. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted.
McNiel Auto Repair.
(319)351-7130.

AUTO SERVICE

2002 MITSUBISHI MONTERO 
SPORT XLS. 4WD, 58k, silver, 
clean, great condition! $11,500. 
(319)354-5918, (319)594-2025.

1984 VW Vanagon GL. Lots of 
recent work done. Very clean. 
Call for details. $2995.
(319)330-7081.

AUTO FOREIGN

WANTED! Used or wrecked 
cars, trucks or vans. Quick esti-
mates and removal. 
(319)679–2789.

CASH for Cars, Trucks
Berg Auto

4165 Alyssa Ct.
319-338-6688

BUYING USED CARS
We will tow.

(319)688-2747

AUTO DOMESTIC

PARKING spots north east side 
of downtown. $35/ month. Call 
M-F, 9-5p.m. (319)351-2178.

PARKING space for rent at 
804 N.Dubuque. 
Call (319)621-6750.

CLOSE-IN PARKING
(319)683-2324

GARAGE / 
PARKING

DON’T miss out! Spring Break 
2007 is approaching and STS is 
offering specials to this year’s 
hottest destinations! Call for sav-
ings 1-800-648-4849 or visit 
www.ststravel.com.

SPRING BREAK
FUN

#1 Spring Break Website! Low 
prices guaranteed. Group dis-
counts for 6+. Book 20 people, 
get 3 free trips!
www.SpringBreakDiscounts.com
or 800-838-8202.

SPRING BREAK
FUN

ROSE TAILORING
Sewing & Alterations

(319)643-4182

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

FOR SALE: 
Seal Commercial 210 dry
mounting press, $475.
Drawing table 48”x37”, $60.
Tamron SP AF 70-210mm 
f2.8 LD super performance- low 
dispersion Zoom Lens for Canon 
EOS, $540.
Call (319)461-1462.

MISC. FOR SALE

WANT A SOFA? Desk? Table? 
Rocker? Visit HOUSEWORKS.
We've got a store full of clean 
used furniture plus dishes, 
drapes, lamps and other house-
hold items. All at reasonable 
prices. Now accepting new con-
signments.
HOUSEWORKS
111 Stevens Dr.
338-4357

FULL-SIZE and queen-size mat-
tress sets. New, still in package. 
$120 and $150. (319)325-1725.

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

QUEEN-SIZE bedroom with 
frame. Excellent condition. $50. 
(319)351-0008 or
(319)400-1930.

FUTON, full-size, black metal, 
black cover. $150/ obo. 
(319)338-1760.

USED
FURNITURE

MOVING?? SELL UNWANTED 
FURNITURE IN THE DAILY

IOWAN CLASSIFIEDS.

MOVING OUT?
Two guys with two trucks will 
help you move. Affordable, 
reliable, fast, and fun.
(319)341-3497 or
(319)400-7684, leave message.

MOVING
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Want to see your super special event appear here? We give you the new and more streamlined submission process.
Simply e-mail the name, time, date, and location information* to:
dailybreakcalendar@gmail.com.
* Spare us lengthy, comprehensive press releases. Stick to the goods, please.

the ledge
”— Portrait artist Bob Clift, who has lived in New Orleans’ French Quarter for

37 years. Since Katrina, rents have gone through the roof, and people such as
Clift are leaving the city.

“

ACROSS
1 Sounds in a

coffee ad
4 Sight in a coffee

ad
7 Clothe

10 Hindu V.I.P.
12 Gross unit
14 Proceed with

difficulty
(through)

15 Maintain
16 Remorseful
17 Something to

click
18 Studs
20 Snub
22 Addresses for

churches
23 “And she shall

bring forth ___
…”: Matthew

24 “Anyone ___?”
25 Like orchard

trees

29 Time off, maybe
32 Semidry

American white
wine

33 Run up ___
34 Año nuevo time
36 Brand with a

giant target in
its logo

37 Mingle
39 Louts
41 Where to find

Rosa Parks
Boulevard

42 Life ___ know it
43 Deck officer
44 Debark
48 Hedy of

“Ecstasy,” 1933
51 Tail
52 Hospital

administration?
53 Spinachlike

plant
55 Pot over a fire

56 Spanish “she”

57 Bird with a
harsh cry

58 Bridge site

59 “Makes sense,
doesn’t it?”

60 AOL alternative

61 Literary inits.

DOWN

1 Some show
horses

2 Montana
college town
named after a
French port

3 Say derisively

4 Soup or salad

5 Fearsome
weapons

6 Slammer

7 Kind of shell

8 Effluvium

9 Intron and exon
site

11 Play down?

12 Dummy up?

13 Line up?

14 Bear down?

19 Hand (out)

21 Joint problem

23 Way out there

26 Huey, Dewey
and Louie, e.g.

27 Prefix with
spore

28 Honor society
no-nos

29 Put into words

30 ___ Reader
(eclectic
magazine)

31 Detective
Houston

32 Census
category

35 “In the Still of
the ___”
(Boyz II Men hit)

38 Arena sound

40 Dumbstruck

42 Depth charge,
slangily

45 One hardly
giving a hoot?

46 Brings down

47 Part of a
bowling game

48 Some jeans

49 Supporting
shaft

50 32-Down 
option

51 Small fluid
holders

54 Run into hard

Puzzle by Kelly Clark

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

I N C A S H T O V W H O S
P E O R I A E R I H U R T
O U T E R R A N K S I B L E
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C O M M U T E R R A I L
U N E A S E A I D H O W
R A Z Z L A N D B R I D G E
S I Z E L S U E A S T L A
E R O S E S P D O O V E R
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33 34 35 36
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48 49 50 51
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59 60 61
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Poor people can’t live here anymore. Including me.

ANDREW R. JUHL

This column reflects the opinion of the
author and not the DI Editorial Board, the
Publisher, Student Publications Inc., or
the University of Iowa.

horoscopes Thursday, January 18, 2007
— by Eugenia Last

For complete TV listings and program guides, check out
Arts and Entertainment at www.dailyiowan.com.

UITV schedule Campus channel 4, cable channel 17

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Keep looking until you find exactly what you want.
Someone you asked to do something for you will probably let you down.
Connect with someone from your past who should still be in your life.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Things may be looking up, but don’t be too trusting of
someone who promises to do things for you. Take the initiative if you want things
done to your own specifications. A change will turn out better than you thought.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Take a very original approach to everything you do
today, and you will reign supreme. Don’t let personal issues that arise cause emo-
tional stress. You are likely to overreact, given the chance.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): You’ve got a lot on the line today, and if you don’t
realize it, you better take a second look. Someone may be trying to take advan-
tage of you financially. Stay in control by keeping close track.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You may find your temperature rising if someone has-
n’t been honest with you or if you are caught in a lie or uncompromising posi-
tion. Protect your interests by staying clear of anyone who may make your life
difficult. A romantic opportunity is apparent.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):  Do things with friends, your lover, or children. This is a great
time to bond with the people you enjoy spending time with. A change in one of your per-
sonal relationships may leave you feeling confused or deceived.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): If someone is looking for answers, reveal what you
know. A deal that can help you develop one of your ideas looks very promising.
Love is on the rise, so put time aside. If you don’t, you may upset the very per-
son you want to impress.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Travel, attending a seminar, or getting together
with friends will all be better than dealing with the people you live with. You
need to remain active if you want to accomplish anything at all today.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Travel and communications may present a
problem for you. A new idea or way of presenting an old one will enable you to
make a career adjustment. Be true to your beliefs.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Once you have everything in order, you will be in
a better position to make suitable changes. You may feel a little on edge regard-
ing a partnership. If you don’t know where you stand, ask. You’ll be relieved, and
you will have a better sense of where you are heading.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Things are picking up, so there will be no room
for error. This is not the time to make changes. A chance to get involved in a
new project should be taken advantage of. Money can be made.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Keep a close eye on what everyone around you is
doing and saying. A secret affair or private matter may be exciting, but it will
probably result in a problem if you are the least bit underhanded.

DAILY BREAK
ON
THE
WEB

DAILYIOWAN.COM

Look for this
button
throughout
the DI
for more web
coverage

Look for this
button
throughout
the DI
for more DITV
coverage

DITV
•St. Patrick’s Church
demolished after being
heavily damaged in the
April 13, 2006, tornado.
• The UI prepares to battle
a possible mumps outbreak.
• Locals fend off the cold
with cups of soup from the
Bread Garden.

VIDEO
• Sports in prison.
• Methamphetimine in Iowa.
• Coverage of the start of
Tom Vilsack’s presidential 
campaign.
• Interview with Nicki
Petersburg.
• Interview with Iowa Ice-
Hawks head coach.
• The highs and lows of a

24-hour tailgate.
•The No.1 football team in
the nation,and the Hawkeyes.
• Highlights of the soccer
team’s split.
• Roommates gone crazy.
PHOTO
• Day of the Dead.
• Hawkeye football 2006.
MP3s
• Local Bands

CAN’T GET ENOUGH SUDOKU?
CHECK OUT DAILYIOWAN.COM FOR MORE PUZZLES

The Pros and
Cons of being

Jesus 

• PRO: You can totally pull
off wearing your hair long.

• CON: Jewish mother,
absentee father.

• PRO: You have awesome
cell-phone coverage, truly

immaculate reception.
• CON: Roaming charges in

Heaven are Hell.

• PRO: Gold.
• CON: Frankincense,

myrrh.

• PRO: You know who really
killed Kennedy.

• CON: You knew way
beforehand that Kevin

Spacey was Keyser Söze.

• PRO: You can rise from
the dead.

• CON: … but not in a cool,
brain-eating zombie way.

• PRO: You’re a carpenter.
• CON: You’re nonunion.

• PRO: You’re the subject of
a rockin’ Doobie Brothers’

song.
• CON: The Passion of the

Christ.

• PRO: X-ray vision.
• CON: Total hippie.

• PRO: You’ve been nailed
at least three times.

• CON: Your most vehement
followers have no sense of
humor and will be really

pissed about that last joke.

— Andrew R. Juhl doesn’t care
if it rains or freezes, as long as

he’s got his plastic Jesus. 
E-mail him at:

andrew-juhl@uiowa.edu

READERS’ PHOTOS
The Daily Iowan is launching a new way for readers to submit and share her or his 
snapshots of everything from chubby pets to early morning tailgating. 
Go to DAILYIOWAN.COM/READERSPHOTOS to submit your classic Hawkeye 
or Iowa City photos today.

• Marc Irving Weber, guitar and piano, 9
a.m., Tait’s Natural Foods, 225 S. Linn

• Diabetes and Heart Health Food and
Nutrition Tour, 10 a.m., Hy-Vee, 1720 Water-
front Drive

• Preschool Story Time, Snips, Snails,
and Puppy Dogs’ Tales, 10:30 a.m., Iowa City
Public Library, 123 S. Linn

• Wee read Story Time, 10:30 a.m.,
Coralville Public Library, 1401 Fifth

• Human Rights Week 2007, Human
rights in the business arena, keynote
address by Heather Shank, 11:30 a.m., W10
Pappajohn Business Building

• Human Rights Week 2007, 1945 Court
Case Mendez v. Westminster, film and dis-
cussion brown bag, noon, 335 IMU

• Pharmacology Graduate Student
Workshop, “The Regulation of Transcrip-
tion Factor NFAT in Sensory Neurons,”
Man Su Kim, 12:30 p.m., Bowen Science
Building Spivey Auditorium

• Human Rights Week 2007, Diversity in
the Classroom: Best Practices, 3:30 p.m.,
Old Capitol Senate Chamber

• Human Rights Week 2007, Community

of Color Getting Connected, 4 p.m., Currier
Hall multipurpose room

• Human Rights Week 2007, movie, 5
p.m., 2189 Medical Education and Biomedical
Research Facility

• Master Class, Kyle Ketelsen, bass, and
Marian Lee, piano, 5:30 p.m., 1077 Voxman
Music Building

• Iowa City Federation of Labor Chili
Supper, 6 p.m., Coralville Public Library

• League of Women Voters Movie Series,
7 p.m., Iowa City Public Library, 123 S. Linn

• Country dance, 7:30 p.m., Eagles Lodge,
225 Highway 1 W.

• 1964: The Tribute, 8 p.m., Englert The-
atre, 221 E. Washington

• Linda Melsted, violin, and Borys
Medicky, harpsichord, 8 p.m., Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 320 E. College

• Brian Jones Karaoke Jukebox, 9 p.m.
— 1 a.m., Charlie’s, 450 First Ave., Coralville

• Campus Activities Board movie, The
Hurricane, 9 p.m., 348 IMU

• Dead Larry and Jemstate, 9 p.m., Yacht
Club, 13 S. Linn

• Scarlet Haze, 9 p.m., Q Bar, 211 Iowa

3 p.m. “Java Blend,” Music from
the Java House, Patrick Bloom
4 UI Faculty & Guest Lectures
6:30 Hawkeye Basketball Head
Coach Lisa Bluder’s Weekly
News Conference
7 “Java Blend,” Music from the

Java House, Patrick Bloom
8 UI Faculty & Guest Lectures
9:30 DITV News, The Daily
Iowan Daily News Update
9:45 Student Video Productions
Presents Incompetent Sports Talk
10:30 DITV News, The Daily

Iowan Daily News Update
10:45 Hawkeye Basketball
Head Coach Lisa Bluder’s Week-
ly News Conference Replay
11 “Java Blend,” Music from the
Java House, Patrick Bloom

 



“80 HOURS ON AIR”
From now on, you’ll be seeing this icon next to some of our
stories in every issue of 80 Hours. It signifies that the 
article is one of the radio documentaries featured in the
new weekly show “80 Hours On Air.” You can listen in to
KRUI 89.7 FM every Thursday at 5:30, or wait till Friday to
hear our free weekly podcast at dailyiowan.com.

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIR
Did you know the UI has more than 2,200 interna-
tional students? Fourteen new exchange students
joined the transcultural dance at the start of this
semester. From jazz musicians to people looking
for the “real” U.S.A., we ask what brought them to
Iowa, and what they’ve found here so far. 3C

IMU RENOVATES
If you’ve been down to the basement of the IMU recently,
you’ll know the Wheelroom — that awkward, riverside space
crammed with too many mauve chairs and bedecked with a
dated mural — has been transmogrified into something
resembling a sports bar. The DI looks in on the renovations,
which has cost SCOPE a performance space. 6C
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HOURS
F r o m  T h u r s d a y  e v e n i n g  t o  S u n d a y  n i g h t  —  t h e  W e e k e n d  i n  A r t s  &  C u l t u r e

BY JOHN C. SCHLOTFELT
THE DAILY IOWAN

he normally soft
voice of Will Smi-
ley is imbued
with power and
presence in an
empty room on
the third floor of
111 E. Church
St. “I think this

would be great to house an undergrad
creative-writing major,” Smiley said
about the building, his voice reverber-
ating off the hardwood floors and
bare walls.

The unfinished third floor doesn’t
look too dissimilar from the rest of
the yellow house, which sits right
across from the UI President’s Resi-
dence. With sparsely furnished
offices (each containing only a futon
and a desk), the interior design
seems to point to the uncertainty of
the house’s future.

Yet, somehow, the house is poised to
unite the sometimes isolated elements
of the university’s multifarious writing
programs and, as Smiley suggests,
invigorate the undergraduate writing
community. It’s all to do with the
“Writing University,” a term the UI
uses to talk about its efforts to
strengthen the links among its cre-

ative writers, coordinate some kind of
approach to undergraduate writing
that will ensure B.A. students receive
greater attention and resources, and
put as much of the above as possible
online. The Writing University is cur-
rently more a theoretical construct
with a website than an actual thing —
and that site was launched this
month, replete with a nifty corncob-
fountain-pen visual portmanteau. But
this, the aptly dubbed “Writers’
House,” marks the concept’s hesitant
transition into physicality.

Hesitant because when the hand-
some yellow house was first made
available by the Office of the Provost
to be occupied by postgraduate fel-
lows in August 2006, the intentions
for the space were vague.The concept
was to provide a mixed-use living,
working, socializing, and learning
place for visiting writers, graduate
students across all writing disci-
plines, and undergraduates: a kind of
intellectual commune for writers.

The first fellows to arrive, Kiki Pet-
rosino and Mia Nussbaum, took bed-
rooms on the second floor and began
organizing occasional events for Inter-
national Writing Program writers.“We
had an IWP cook-off,” Petrosino said,
flashing a gap-toothed grin from
behind a long table in Shambaugh

House, the IWP home.Eventually, said
Anjali Sachdeva, a provost writing fel-
low, current students will be welcomed
as live-in members. And the diversity
of the fellows — who at the moment
are graduates who run the gamut of
poetry,poetry,nonfiction,and fiction —
is intended to be broadened.

It seems odd that the Writing Uni-
versity lacks a certain cohesion
among its departments, but as
Sachdeva said, “There’s no specific
reason for [the different branches] to
interact.” As it goes with many
undergraduate majors, cliques form
— it’s not as though there’s any ani-
mosity between the Playwrights’
Workshop and the Nonfiction Writ-
ing Program, or between the IWP
and the Writers’ Workshop, but if no
meeting place for the students is
designated, then interaction is
bound to be merely aleatory.

IWP head Christopher Merrill point-
ed out that most writing programs grew
independently (usually out of the Eng-
lish program) and they “developed in
their own ways, developing their own
autonomy.”All of these programs forged
acertain independence in order to break
away from their parent departments,
and that independence still lingers.

With an undergraduate populace hungry for a creative-writing major and an occasionally 
splintered graduate writing community, the UI has been in search of a place 

for all components to mix freely and happily, and it may have just found it: 111 CHURCH ST.

UPCOMING EVENTS
AT THE WRITERS’
HOUSE
SALONS
Each salon follows a geo-
graphical theme, celebrating
the literature and food of a
given country. Faculty, 
graduates, undergraduates,
and community members are
welcome at the Writers’ House
to listen to recitations of 
literary works.
• Feb. 15: South Asian Salon
• March (after spring break,
date TBA): Brazilian Salon
• April (date TBA): French
Salon
READING RECEPTIONS
• April 20: Lyn Hejinian 
reception
When Californian poet Hejinian
visits Prairie Lights Books, 15
S. Dubuque, for a reading, the
Writers’ House will host the
reception afterwards.

For further updates, visit the Writing
University website — a link can be

found at dailyiowan.com
Or, e-mail a writing fellow at: 
writing-fellows@uiowa.edu.

T

Photos by Katrina Hawthorne
Illustration by Nelle Dunlap

House writin
g

ON THE WEB
See more of the new
Writers’ House in DI
photographer Katrina
Hawthorne’s slide
show at 
dailyiowan.com.

ON KRUI
Listen to reporter
John Schlotfelt’s
radio documentary
on the Writers’
House in the brand-
new half-hour arts &
culture radio show,
“80 Hours On Air.”
Broadcast at 5:30
p.m. every Thursday
on KRUI, 89.7 FM,
and podcast from
dailyiowan.com every
Friday. SEE HOUSE, PAGE 2C



The Writers’ House is des-
tined to provide precisely the
kind of intersection that long-
treasured program independ-
ence has tended to accidentally
withhold. Smiley and Sachde-
va, the two fellows selected by
the Office of the Provost, took
offices in the house at the start
of the fall semester. All four
postgraduates are free to pur-
sue their own writing, so long
as they meet the conditions of
their respective fellowships —
Petrosino and Nussbaum work
20 hours per week at the
Shambaugh House for the
IWP, while Smiley and Sachde-
va are entrusted with putting
in place projects that use the
Writers’ House space and
developing plans for the
house’s future.

This semester, the plans for
the use of the Writers’ House
are being given their first, ten-
tative public airing.

In the wide open space of
111 Church’s living room —
accented by a single framed
print and one couch — Sachde-
va introduced members of the
UI writing community to the
literary traditions of Kenya
late last year. Along with
recitations of Kenyan poetry
and prose — as well as an orig-
inal piece — guests were also
treated to the country’s cuisine
and music: a figurative and lit-
eral taste of the culture.

Sachdeva is organizing more
such “salons” this spring. The
encounters fulfill one of the
main goals of the Writers’
House by having graduate stu-
dents and faculty in the fiction,
nonfiction, poetry, and play-
writing departments converge
on one location to experience
the writing of another land.
The February follow-up will
concentrate on South Asia,
with Brazil and France round-
ing out the semester.

One reason the Writers’
House might be successful is
simply because of its location.
111 Church is one of the cor-
nerstones of the “writing corri-
dor,” a square completed by
Shambaugh, the Dey House
(home of the workshop), and
the Writing and Learning Cen-
ter in Stanley Hall. Merrill
said planning meetings intend-
ed to study the use of space
campuswide birthed the idea
of anchoring writing in one
location on campus. And it cer-
tainly makes sense: “It’s a nat-
ural step to just go up the block
to the Writers’ House and hang

out,” said Petrosino with a
shrug. The Playwrights’ Work-
shop and the Nonfiction Writ-
ing Program, located in the
Theatre Building and the Eng-
lish-Philosophy Building
respectively, are farther afield,
but obviously the hope is that
the writers will be curious
enough to venture to the North
Side of town nonetheless — or
that the preponderance of
resources on North Clinton
will draw them. “It’s central to
a writing corridor, to a writing
college,” Nussbaum said.

Sachdeva sees 111 Church
enhancing an already strong
Iowa City tradition. “There’s
such a literary culture around
you all the time,” she said,
although admitting that the
primary exception is in the
sporadically tended field of
undergraduate creative-writ-
ing (although the university
has been moving toward the
creation of an undergraduate
major, progress has been slow).
In fact, Sachdeva and her
housemates hope to see the
facility provide a space not just
to unite the graduate writers
and provide a couch for foreign
authors to relax on but as a

potential base for the future
undergraduate writing major.

The house already provides
one fun service for the under-
graduate writing community.
For young poets unsure of the
difference between a Shake-
spearean and a Petrarchan son-
net, or anyone desiring some
reading recommendations, the
fellows have an e-mail address,
writing-fellows@uiowa.edu. Pet-
rosino was excited about the e-
mail service helping to create “a
more dynamic undergrad writ-
ing community.” Nussbaum, the
housemate currently in charge
of checking the mailbox, wants
the resource to be used by more
than just undergrads — she’d
like questions about “anything
about the world of writing …
open for anybody.” To that
extent, the e-mail address can
also keep enthusiasts abreast of
the most recent and up-to-date

info on salons and other house
functions.

Wednesday, in a library full of
empty bookshelves and large
wooden tables, Smiley — with
his kinky blond summer do,
just in time for February —
committed to a regular sched-
ule of events and embraced UI
undergraduate writing enthusi-
asts with more than e-mails.
His fellowship project is a class
he spent the past semester
designing: It’s about dreams
and literature, and his aim is
for each student to practice “not
[to] let your waking mind inter-
cede — inhabit, in writing,
what that moment was like.”
Although upper-level nonfiction
classes are regularly offered,
Smiley’s contribution, intended
to operate at a different level
from the usual array of Cre-
ative Writing Studio Workshop
courses, is a rare blessing for

undergraduates whose tastes
run to poetry and fiction.

In a creative-writing major or
track, “postgraduate fellows
would play an integral role,
including instruction,” Merrill
said. Recent grads would be a
stepping stone for undergradu-
ates: less harried than M.F.A.
candidates busy with theses and
not as intimidating as some full
faculty members might seem to
a first-semester freshman writer.

“The reason to have the house
there, especially if you’re an under-
graduate, is to interact with profes-
sional writers,” Sachdeva said. She
added, adamantly, with an analogy
that may seem obvious, but often
overlooked when it comes to the
arts, “If you’re going into business,
you talk to a businessman; den-
tistry, a dentist. And if you want to
be a writer,you talk to a writer.”

Merrill agreed wholeheart-
edly, and he believes strongly
in both the Writers’ House and
the creation of an undergradu-
ate creative-writing major. He
said with a smile, “This is a
Writing University, after all.”

DI 80 Hours Editor Jenna Sauers
contributed to this story

E-mail DI reporter John C. Schlotfelt at:
john-schlotfelt@uiowa.edu

MUSIC
• Linda Melsted, vio-

lin, and Borys Medicky,
harpischord, 8 p.m., Trini-
ty Episcopal Church, 320 E.
College

• 1964: Tribute, 8 p.m.,
Eng le r t  Theat re , 221  E .
Washington

• Animosi ty  and  DJ
Johnny  S ixx , Kanser,
Gladen , and  2MC’s , 9
p.m., Picador, 330 E. Wash-
ington

• Brian Jones Karaoke
Jukebox, 9 p.m., Charlie’s,
450 First Ave., Coralville

• Dead Larry and Jem-
state, 9 p.m., Yacht Club,
13 S. Linn

• Marc Irving Weber, 9
p.m., Tait’s Natural Foods,
225 S. Linn

• Scarlet Haze, 9 p.m.,
Q Bar, 211 Iowa

• Twelve  Canons , 9
p.m., Mill, 120 E. Burling-
ton

FILM
• League  o f  Women

Voters  Movie  Ser ies ,
Outf ox ed , 7 p.m. , I owa
City Public Library,123 S.
Linn

DANCE
• Country Dance, 7:30

p.m. , Eag les  Lodge , 225
Highway 1 W.

MISCELLANEOUS
• Iowa City Federation

of Labor Chili Supper, 6
p.m. , Cora lv i l l e  Pub l i c
Library, 1401 Fifth

MUSIC
• Karaoke  wi th  Kir t

and Deb Sickles, 7 p.m.,
Eagles Lodge

• Jazz Extravaganza, 8
p.m., Clapp Recital Hall

• Melanie  Mausser, 8
p.m., Java House, 2111⁄2 E.
Washington

• 1964: Tribute, 8 p.m.,
Englert

• FunkDaddies, 9 p.m.,
Mill

• Paradise City, 9 p.m.,
Yacht Club

• William Elliott Whit-
more, with Escape the
Floodwaters Jug Band,
and Ed Grey, 9 p.m., Pica-
dor

THEATER
• Love and Rage, 8 p.m.,

North Hall Space/Place

DANCE
• Friends of Ballroom

Social Dancing, 7:30 p.m.,
Old Brick, 26 E. Market

MUSIC
• Bad Fathers, 5 p.m.,

Picador
• Fourth Anniversary

Party with the New Beat
Society, 7 p.m., Yacht Club

• OftEnsemble, UI fac-
ulty/alumni jazz combo,
8 p.m., Englert

• Pine  Boy  Rhythm
Review, 9 p.m., Mill

• DVSI , Sonar, THC,
and  Nate  Unique , 9 :30
p.m., Picador

THEATER
• Love and Rage, 8 p.m.,

Space/Place

WORDS
• Jef frey  Copeland

Book  S igning , 1  p .m . ,

B ar nes  &  Nob le , C or a l
Ridge Mall

MISCELLANEOUS
• Euchre Tournament,

1 p.m., American Legion,
3016 Muscatine

MUSIC
• Humans , Skies  We

Built, and Puritanicals, 6
p.m., Picador

• Hamburg Symphony,
7:30 p.m., Hancher

LECTURES
• “Less Safe, Less Free:

Why We Are Losing the
War  on  Terror,” David
Cole, 7:30 p.m., IMU

MUSIC
• Blues  Jam, 9 p.m . ,

Yacht Club

MUSIC
• Appleseed Cast with

Asobi Seksu, 9 p.m., Pica-
dor

• Throwdown Free
Dance  Party, 10  p .m . ,
Yacht Club

WORDS
• “Live  f rom Prair ie

Lights ,” Anthony  S ig -
nore l l i , nonf ic t ion , 7
p.m., Prairie Lights Books,
15 S. Dubuque 

MUSIC
• H u m a n s , S k i e s  We

B u i l t , a n d  P u r i t a n i -
cals , 6 p.m. , Picador

• H a m b u r g  S y m p h o -
ny, 7:30  p.m. , Hancher

WORDS
• C o n g r e s s i o n a l

A c c o m p a n i m e n t  P r o -
j e c t  To u r  t o  I s r a e l -
Palest ine , 7 p.m. , Iowa
City  Publ ic  Library

• “Live  from Prairie
L i g h t s , ” A n t h o n y
S w o f f o r d , f i c t i o n , 7
p.m. , Prair ie  Lights
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Giving writing a new home at the UI
WHO LIVES THERE
Mia Nussbaum:
IWP Writing Fellow
Born in Colorado, Nussbaum
graduated from the UI
Nonfiction Writing Program in
2006. She is well-traveled, hav-
ing spent time in Namibia and
India. She also worked for
Harper’s while she taught high-
school literature in New York
City. She is in the midst of com-
pleting a novel, and she has had
her poetry and prose published
in Notre Dame Magazine,
Salamander, and the
Philadelphia Inquirer, to name a
few. 

Kiki Petrosino:
IWP Writing Fellow
Petrosino — whose cell-phone
voice mail greeting is in both
English and Italian — complet-
ed her undergraduate work in
2001 at the University of
Virginia, her major in the first
language and her minor in the
latter. After a two-year stint
teaching her two favorite lan-
guages in Lugano, Switzerland,
she got a master’s in humani-
ties from the University of
Chicago. In 2006, she walked
out of the halls of the Dey
House with an M.F.A. in creative
writing. Petrosino has had or
will have poems published in
BORN, 42opus, Best New Poets
2006, and many more.

Anjali Sachdeva:
Provost Writing Fellow
Sachdeva received a bachelor’s
degree in English from Yale.
After cutting her teeth at two
Pittsburgh papers, she found
herself, like many of her house-
mates, abroad. She spent a few
years in Ireland as a journalist,
which fueled her fictional inspi-
ration. In 2006, Sachdeva gradu-
ated from the Writers’ Workshop
with an M.F.A. in fiction. She has
had some of her fiction pub-
lished in Barefoot Nuns from
Barcelona and Other Stories, a
Northern Ireland anthology.

Will Smiley:
Provost Writing Fellow
A Cedar Rapidian, Smiley has
spent time in France, studied
philosophy at the University of
Chicago, and medieval literature
at University College London.
He came back home to earn his
M.F.A. in poetry from the
Writers’ Workshop, graduating
in 2006. Smiley is putting the
finishing touches on his first
manuscript of poetry, I Saw a
Theft Occur.

WHAT’S GOIN’ ON
THURSDAY 1.18 THURSDAY 1.18

MONDAY 1.22

TUESDAY 1.23SATURDAY 1.20
CONTINUED CONTINUED

SUNDAY 1.21

SATURDAY 1.20

SUBMIT
IT!

Getting into the 80 Hours
Calendar only takes a minute.
And we know Iowa City is con-
stantly buzzing with arts and
cultural events people need to
know about.
SEND US YOUR 
SUBMISSIONS, AS
ALWAYS, TO 
80HOURSCALENDAR@GMAIL.COM.

Follow the format in the paper.
Does the format in the paper
include admission prices, phone
numbers for more information,
or events’ ending times? Why
no, it does not. Following the
format in the paper and submit-
ting to the correct e-mail
address is the only way to
ensure your event will make it
onto our calendar, provided the
e-mail is received before our 5
p.m. Monday deadline.

So send away!

CONTINUED

FRIDAY 1.19

TUESDAY 1.23

FRIDAY 1.19
CONTINUED

WEDNESDAY 1.24

HOUSE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1C

1964 was an eventful year in American music, thanks to a certain four-piece band from
England. Take a stroll down Abbey Road for 1964: THE TRIBUTE at the Englert, 221 E.
Washington, at 8 p.m. today and Friday.

Katrina Hawthorne/The Daily Iowan
Mia Nussbaum (right) heats dinner and talks with housemate Kiki Petrosino Tuesday. Both have fellowships and live in the new Writers’
House.

‘The reason to have the house there, especially 
if you’re an undergraduate, is to interact 

with professional writers.’
— Anjali Sachdeva, a provost writing fellow
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BY PAUL SORENSON
THE DAILY IOWAN

When South African
exchange student Sidney
Rash applied for his U.S. visa
in order to come to Iowa, he
was asked if he had “done
something wrong.”

“People kept asking me why
I wanted to come to Iowa. I
admit that at first I had to
look up where it was on the
map,” he said. “But the more I
learned about the scene here,
the more keen I was about
coming. The vibe seemed
great.”

While most UI students
return in January expecting
only the familiarity of tedious
classwork and over-visted
bars, Rash, one of 14 exchange
students new to Iowa this
semester (and one of 50 new
international students who
this week joined the overall
UI international population of
2,200), arrived in Iowa City
with little idea of what to
expect.

“We give foreign students
contacts, websites, and pam-

phlets before they arrive,” said
Lori Eiserman, the UI Office
for Study Abroad exchange
coordinator. “But most of the
learning comes while they’re
here.”

Some students, such as
Rash, come for specific pro-
grams. Rash, a jazz drummer
who recently played a three-
week gig with a South African
jazz saxophonist in China,
came to Iowa to study music.
But the primary reason most
have for coming here, Eiser-
man said, is to look for the
“authentic American experi-
ence,” whatever that might be.

“I could have chosen schools
on the East or West Coast, but
I wanted to come to the real
America, where most people
live,” said Janneke Jegen, an
American-studies student
from Nijmegen, the Nether-
lands. “I wanted a small-town
American experience, [to]
hear the ‘regular American
accent.’ ”

For all arriving internation-
al students, whether they
come to obtain a graduate
physics degree or simply
spend a semester away from
their home university, the
Study Abroad Office and the
Office of International Stu-
dents and Scholars provide
support to make sure the new-
comers aren’t buried under
cultural snowdrifts.

“Many people have trouble
learning the system, even
dealing with the massive
numbers of choices at the gro-
cery store,” said Scott King,

the director of International
Students and Scholars. “But
very rarely do people want to
go back home. Our office
works very hard to try to put
new experiences in the proper
perspective. We help students
get beyond the cultural pain of
today and on to better things.”

Not that the Iowa residents
aren’t welcoming. Rash said
he was impressed by the open-
ness of the UI campus and
Iowa City in general — typical
security in Durban tends
toward razor wire and 8-foot
fences. And Jegen has found
Iowa Citians friendly on the
whole: “Aagje [Van Der Aa,
another Dutch exchange stu-
dent] and I were lost on cam-
pus, talking in Dutch and try-
ing to find a building,” she
said. “There was a woman
walking 10 feet in front of us
who heard us, stopped, turned
around, and asked if we need-
ed help. People in Holland
would only help if you asked
and then walk away like you
were a burden.”

Both Rash and Jegen were
looking forward to participate
in a local organization called
Friends of International Stu-
dents, which pairs individuals

with families around the com-
munity. “Only something like
5 to 6 percent of international
students enter an American
home while they are here,”
King said. “So much learning
is done out of the classroom,
so hopefully this helps stu-
dents leave with a good under-
standing, hopefully positive, of
the United States.”

Students can also partake
in a Life in Iowa class. The
series runs 12-14 workshops
per year, sometimes on ice

skating, sometimes on slang.
It even runs a class in Febru-
ary on dating, “U.S. style.” “We
joke about it, but it really is
important,” said Helen Jame-
son, the assistant director for
programming in International
Students and Scholars. “Those
types of relationships are so
cultural. People need real
views, not just what comes
from television.”

But even with all the safe-
guards in place, culture shock
is still bound to occur. “I was
walking back to Hillcrest from
the Picador around 2 a.m. last
Saturday, when all these peo-
ple started spilling out of the
bars,” Rash said. “People just
started yelling about whatev-
er, just wearing T-shirts or
skirts. You wouldn’t last 10
minutes if you walked around
downtown Durban [South

Africa] at 2 a.m. I won’t lie to
you.”

E-mail DI reporter Paul Sorenson at:
paul-sorenson@uiowa.edu

The Daily Iowan - Iowa City, Iowa - Thursday, January 18, 2007 - 3C
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Larry died. That’s right, but somehow Dead Larry has been
making his way back from the dead to play a show at 9 p.m.
today at the Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn, with Jemstate. Catch him
before his journey takes him back to the underworld.

The WORLD visits Iowa
Parsing American culture and adjusting to a campus free of razor wire are not your typical syllabus-week tasks —

unless you’re one of the 14 new exchange students welcomed by the UI this semester
HHEEAARR MMOORREE

Student and musician Sid
Rash talks to reporter Paul

Sorenson about jazz, cultural mis-
understandings, and why there are
no chocolate cookies consumed in
South Africa in the brand-new half-

hour arts & culture radio show, 
“80 Hours On Air.” Broadcast at

5:30 p.m. every Thursday on KRUI,
89.7 FM, and podcast from 

WWW.DAILYIOWAN.COM every
Friday.

‘I could have chosen schools on the East or West Coast,
but I wanted to come to the real America, where most

people live. I wanted a small-town American experience,
[to] hear the ‘regular American accent.” ’ 

— Janneke Jegen, an American-studies student from Nijmegen,
the Netherlands
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BY BRIANNA RUNYAN
THE DAILY IOWAN

Funk, soul, jazz, beer, and food
— what more could a jazz enthu-
siast or a plain old Iowa City
entertainment connoisseur ask
for with $5?

The basement of 13 S. Linn
St. will be filled with dancing
revelers on Saturday, thanks to
a certain local band that goes
by the name of the New Beat
Society.

The building’s imposing red
brick and white pillars will be the

entrance to a four-band show,
including jam groups Caveman
Spaceship and Hunab. Perform-
ers Max Eubank and Joe Losh
will also take to the stage with
acoustic music.

The headlining New Beat Soci-
ety has performed at least eight
times at the Yacht Club in the
past year, with more show dates
there in future. Lead singer
Kathy Ruestow lovingly referred
to venue, which turns 4 this
weekend, as “home.”

The band, which performs
invariably in swanky formal

attire, mixes jazz, funk and soul.
Saxophonist Chris LoRang and

trumpeter Brett Messenger form
a tight duo, while guitarist Nick
Gruber, drummer Justin LeDuc,
and bassist Ben Soltau round out
the group. Ranging in age from
18 to 25, the young musicians
transmit in performance above
all a sense of excitement about
the possibilities of their genre-
blending efforts.

Completing the sound is
Ruestow’s voice, as ethereal as it
is powerful: whether she’s belting
out the big notes or whispering
into the mike like a sultry friend,
her smoothness never fully hides
her instrument’s edge.

Right now, the band’s groove is
contemporary R&B. “It’s some-
thing we’re all sort of exploring,”
Ruestow said enthusiastically. “It
leaves us a lot of freedom — it’s a
huge genre.”

But above all, the New Beat
Society is a dance act — that
rare band you just can’t help but
move to. An audience twisting to
the rhythm is one of the mem-
bers’ main goals at each outing.
The group improvises at every
show, evidence both of the mem-
bers’ musical chops and sense of
audience rapport.

The band, which formed in
2005, comprises musicians who
attended either the UI School of
Music or studied classical music or
jazz at Kirkwood. The New Beat
Society is also one of 10 bands fea-
tured on the Yacht Club’s new
compilation CD, Iowa City Yacht
Club: Picks 2006, which will debut
during the festivities this week-
end. The album distills a year’s
worth of performances into 10
tracks and includes offerings from
such Yacht Club regulars as
Eufórquestra and Public Property.

The New Beat Society hopes to
release its own CD next month,
possibly in time for a Feb. 9 show
with Iowa City’s soul mainstays
The Diplomats of Solid Sound —
now featuring the all-female
vocalists the Diplomettes —
which will also take place at the
Yacht Club.

“[The CD will] be an example of
what we have,” Ruestow said.
“And what’s going to be coming in
the future.”

DI 80 Hours Editor Jenna Sauers
contributed to this story.

E-mail DI reportrer Brianna Runyan at:
brianna-runyan@uiowa.edu
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Mary Beth Slonneger’s photography exhibit featuring her documen-
tary art of young Johnson County families is available for viewing
24 hours a day, seven days a week at the Patient and Visitor
Activities Center at the UIHC.

DAILYIOWAN.COM

GIVE A LISTEN 
Iowa City Yacht Club: Picks

2006
Featured tracks:

• “Bare Essentials,” by the
New Beat Society

• “Samba Momba #9,” by
Hunab

• “Concrete,” by Max Eubank
with Joe Losh and Mike

Tallman
If you like it:

See New Beat Society with Hunab,
Max Eubanks and Joe Losh, and

Caveman Spaceship, 7 p.m. Saturday,
The Yacht Club Fourth Anniversary

Celebration, 13 S. Linn St., $5 — and
the first keg is free.

Rachel Mummey/The Daily Iowan
New Beat Society vocalist Kathy Ruestow performs with the other members of the band at the Englert
Theatre on Dec. 13, 2006.

NEW BEAT STILL MOVIN’
Iowa City’s Yacht Club is almost ready for kindergarten — and it’s releasing another CD to 

celebrate. The venue’s grand fourth birthday party, featuring Iowa City’s tight jazz/funk sextet,
the New Beat Society, is a great way to dance away the stresses of syllabus week.
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Hear More
The New Beat Society is our 

featured artist this week in our
brand-new half-hour arts & culture

radio show, 80 Hours On Air. Listen to
the New Beats’ music and an interview
with lead vocalist Kathy Ruestow. 80
Hours on Air broadcasts at 5:30 p.m.
every Thursday on KRUI, 89.7 FM and

is podcast from WWW.DAI-
LYIOWAN.COM every Friday.

             



You might not expect an old-fashioned, earnest romance-across-cultures from a director 
partly responsible for all the aspirin and breakfast-cereal commercials you tend to TiVo past.

Writer/director Ali Selim wants to change your mind.

BY ANNA WIEGENSTEIN
THE DAILY IOWAN

Picture a man responsible
for more than 850 television
commercials. His job is to exag-
gerate, to stretch the truth, to
seduce the consumer. However,
the slimy huckster that may
have just appeared in your
mind bears little resemblance
to the real thing. Meet Ali
Selim: tall, blond Midwestern-
er, and former ad man.

More recently, Selim has
been selling a very different
kind of product, one that is
nothing less than the result of
15 years of work — his first
feature-length film, Sweet
Land. Touring with the film as
it opens from city to city, even-
tually aiming for it to be shown
on 300 screens nationwide,
Selim will land in the area Fri-
day night, with Sweet Land
screening at the Coral Ridge
10 to be followed with a ques-
tion-and-answer session with
him.

The “grass-roots campaign,”
as Selim described it, returns
the one-time ad director to the
most basic aspects of sales-
manship — “You get in the bus,
drive around, and say to peo-
ple, ‘Watch my movie.’ ”

Aside from the final market-
ing stages in the life of Sweet
Land, the contrasts in directo-
rial decisions were fairly vast.
“The motivation is always sto-
rytelling. But in a film, you’re
asking the actors to partner
with you, whereas in a com-
mercial, you’re kind of tricking
them,” Sellim said.

“It’s like the difference
between writing a pop song

and writing a symphony.”
He remained cheerful about

his ad career and, indeed,
about most everything in a
recent phone interview, point-
ing out that his commercial
work allowed him to provide
for his family while saying
making feature films was
always at the back of his
mind.

“I enjoyed my time in adver-
tising, but it’s kind of a
burnout,” he said. “My legacy
should not be the story of a
low-fat potato chip.”

He moved then to a project
he had been slowly working on
since reading Will Weaver’s
short story “A Gravestone
Made of Wheat,” in 1990, and
marking it as a potential for
adaptation.

The film is simply subtitled,

“A Love Story”; it tells the tale
of a rather unusual couple —
Inge immigrates to Minnesota
with the intention of marrying
Olaf, despite having never met
him until the moment her
train pulls in. Her German
heritage causes problems for
the potential union, given the
film’s post-World War I setting.
Though Inge and Olaf are not
legally married, they fall in
love in the midst of a tough
harvest.

“I wanted my radar up to
find something — a story, an
article, whatever — that
could become a film,” Selim
said. Reading fellow Min-
nesotan Weaver’s short story
provoked unexpected tears
from Selim for the first time
in many years. “I was a little
more academic about reading,

rather than emotional,” he
said, noting his majors in
English and philosophy. “But
it moved me, and maybe
that’s enough to make it a
story worth telling.”

Selim, who adapted the story
and wrote the screenplay, said
that while the unusually long
process may have burned him
out some, “I don’t think I
could’ve made this film 10
years ago ... I don’t think I was
ready.”

After Sweet Land premièred
at the 2005 Hamptons Inter-
national Film Festival (taking
the Audience Award for Best
Narrative Feature), the next
year-plus was spent shopping
the film around the festival
circuit and searching for a dis-
tributor, who would then take
over the marketing of the film.

This was one task the
writer/director was happy to
relinquish, despite having
“the final word” on nearly
every other aspect of the 
production.

“It’s really hard for a film-
maker to live with this for 15
years and then have to think,
‘How can I market this?’ ” he
said, adding that his advertis-
ing background couldn’t really
help him when it came to ped-
dling his own wares. “I was
hired because I wasn’t the sci-
entist who makes the aspirin,”
he said, using a hypothetical
commercial spot as an exam-
ple. Pushing his own product
made him uneasy.

While he expressed bewil-
derment at what he called the
“trailerspeak,” or hyperbolic
language films are often sold
with, traveling with Sweet
Land as it moves across the
country is one public-relations
move he’s happy to do — 
eventually.

“Initially, I was sick to my
stomach, and I couldn’t come
in the theater,” he said. Before
long, though, the nervousness
subsided, and while Selim still
prefers to skip the actual
screening — “I must have seen
this film at least 450 times by
now,” he said with a chuckle —
the Q&A remains a favorite
with him.

“I do enjoy connecting with
the audience — it makes me a
better filmmaker.”

E-mail DI reporter Anna Wiegenstein at:
anna-wiegenstein@uiowa.edu
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Friday at 8 p.m., clapp your hands at Clapp while shouting yeah
for the UI’s Jazz Extravaganza, a concert featuring four 
undergrad and graduate jazz groups from the School of Music.

Out of the ads and into love

SWEET LAND
SCREENING
with writer/director Ali Selim
When: 7 p.m., Friday
Where: Coral Ridge 10
Admission: $7.50, $5 for 
seniors and children

HHeeaarr MMoorree
Learn more about Sweet Land

by listening to Anna
Wiegenstein’s radio piece on the
film in the brand-new half-hour
arts & culture radio show, “80

Hours On Air.” Broadcast at 5:30
p.m. every Thursday on KRUI, 89.7

FM, and podcast from 
WWW.DAILYIOWAN.COM every

Friday.

Contributed photo by David Tumblety
Elizabeth Reaser as Inge and Tim Guinee as Olaf in Ali Selim’s Sweet Land.

‘The motivation is always storytelling. But in a film, you’re asking the actors to partner
with you, whereas in a commercial, you’re kind of tricking them.’ 

—Ali Sellim, writer/director  
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BY SUSAN ELGIN
THE DAILY IOWAN

As you walk into the basement
of the IMU, towards the end of
Winter break, the chatter of stu-
dents is eerily missing. The dim
lighting glistens on the freshly
painted black walls. Spotlights
shine down on pennants from
rival schools, while frames of
varying colors and sizes showcase
the university’s long history in
athletics. In one picture, Iowa leg-
end Hayden Fry is busy coaching
the team, with young Kirk Fer-
entz staring out at the field from
the sidelines, an odd premonition
of Hawkeye football’s future years
ago. In another, the women’s
track team races to the finish line
in long dresses and clunky shoes
— uniforms that today’s athletes
couldn’t imagine competing in.

Back by the windows, pool
tables crowd the outer walls of
the large room. The yellow felt is
in mint condition, with a black
Tigerhawk adorning the center.
Above the tables, yellow and
black stained-glass bar lamps
hang from the low ceiling. Flat-
screen TVs hang from the walls,
making it impossible to be any-
where in the room without a
view of the game. Ping-Pong and
foosball tables flank the sides of
the pool tables, creating a long
line of entertainment possibili-
ties waiting for students.

This isn’t a hip new sports bar
in Iowa City. It’s the Wheelroom
— no wait, make that the “Hawk-
eye” — in the IMU where Pura
Vida was previously located.
Newly remodeled and renamed,
the space in the IMU provides an
intentionally bar-like setting —

trading alcohol and smoke for
free popcorn and Cokes — for stu-
dents, said David Grady, the IMU
director.

“You don’t miss the mural, do
you?” he joked, referring to the
collage painting of distorted fig-
ures that previously covered the
walls of the room located opposite
the Union Station. Gone are the
blue walls, early ’90s mauve
chairs for sleeping, and plastic
chairs and tables for studying.

Also missing is the notorious
stage, which previously occupied
the center of the room, awkward-
ly standing empty 99 per cent of
time. Now, the stage can be
wheeled in and out of the room for
events, but SCOPE will likely no
longer host shows in the space, as
it previously did once or twice a
semester.

“Sometimes, you can get a cool
show before [the group is] huge,
and we won’t have that opportu-

nity” now that the Wheelroom
has been made-over as a dry
sports bar, said SCOPE’s director
of operations, Andrew Stone. The
Wheelroom hosted only one con-
cert last year: OK Go. But all the

same, Stone said, “smaller shows
have never been our focus.”

As a member of the IMU
Entertainment Committee,
which spurred many of the
changes to the Wheelroom, he
feels the space will help change
students’ perception of the IMU
as a place for offices, not enter-
tainment. SCOPE will be able to
offer some shows that would have
previously been held in the
Wheelroom in the Ballroom — or
in the new blackbox theater. Also
located in the renovated IMU, the
venue will have a capacity of 150
and will open in late February,
Grady said.

A major reason SCOPE will no
longer produce concerts in the
Hawkeye Room is to always keep
the space free and available to
students.Nor will Campus Activi-
ties Board movies or other pro-
gramming seize the space, said
IMU marketing and creativity
coordinator Bret Gothe. Instead,
students can generate opportuni-
ties for the room’s use, and Grady

said he hopes to see students
gathering to watch must-see TV
and games.

So this raises the question:Will
students buy into the idea of this
revamped room as a legitimate
replacement for downtown Iowa
City nightlife?

Stone thinks so.
“There’s a perception that

drinking is everything and that
there are not a lot of other options,”
he said. “There are bars, coffee
shops — and then a void. With a
room such as this, there’s no pres-
sure to be quiet. It will definitely
give students another choice that
doesn’t have competition any-
where around campus,now.”

After the grand opening sched-
uled for Friday, the room, current-
ly silent (with the exception of
construction drills), may be filled
with the plicking and
clicking of pool balls, the plancks
of Ping-Pong balls, and the laugh-
ter of students.

E-mail DI reporter Susan Elgin at:
susan-elgin@uiowa.edu
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“Hug me, hold me, kiss me, kill me.” Local theater strikes again
with Love and Rage, a collaborative show including dance,
music, and 25 local dramatists at Space/Place on Friday evening.

Brave, new world for IMU basement room
The navy blue walls, mauve furniture, fluorescent lighting, and empty stage are gone. In their place: a sports bar with

a lounge atmosphere, complete with black walls, dim lighting, Hawkeye memorabilia, and pool tables. But will 
students accept the renovated Wheelroom — absent smoke and alcohol — as a legitimate place to spend a Friday night?

Beth Skogen/The Daily Iowan
UI students eat lunch in the newly renovated Wheelroom — now known as the Hawkeye Room — in the
IMU basement on Wednesday. The space was redesigned for students as an alternative 
to downtown Iowa City nightlife. Games such as table tennis, darts, and pool line the far side of the room,
and flat-screen TVs hang on a wall featuring the history of Iowa athletics.

‘There’s a perception that drinking is everything and
that there are not a lot of other options.There are bars,

coffee shops — and then a void. With a room such as
this, there’s no pressure to be quiet. It will definitely give
students another choice that doesn’t have competition

anywhere around campus, now.’ 
— Andrew Stone, SCOPE director of operations
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